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Introduction 

The creation of a Parish Council Library Working Group was approved at the Nether Stowey Parish 

Council (NSPC) meeting on 12 February and this is the Working Group’s initial report 

The work required to enable the continued presence of a physical library service in Nether Stowey 

involves two key aspects, namely: 

• Ownership and management of the physical building (the ‘old school’) 

• The development and ongoing support of a community-managed library service 

These two points are addressed in the following sections. 

Building 

Somerset County Council Libraries have offered to transfer ownership of the building for a nominal fee 

and have offered to contribute towards running costs.  However, and as reported at the Parish Council 

meeting, if NSPC were to incur the balance of the running costs, the impact on the Parish Precept would 

be in excess of 20% on every council tax payer whether they used the library or not.  NSPC are not 

prepared to approach such an increase without holding a referendum of all parishioners. 

One option to help secure the future of the building would be to form a consortium or joint venture with 

other bodies who might be able to utilise the building.  As reported, SCC Libraries have agreed to 

consider such an arrangement (meeting held on 29 January) and discussions are underway with a 

number of prospective organisations. 

Library Service 

SCC Libraries have indicated their possible interest in the creation of a community-led library service in 

Nether Stowey and provision exists within existing legislation for such a service to be enacted.  

It should be noted that should consortium / joint venture with other organisations be created for the 

ongoing use of the building, it is almost certain that the space currently used by the library service would 

need to reduce to provide floor space for other organisations. 

A number of web sites with relevant and supporting information regarding the creation and management 

of community library services have been identified.  Investigations undertaken to date by the Library 

Working Group indicate that the work involved in creating and running a community managed service 

is not inconsiderable and would require 

• agreements with SCC Libraries regarding acceptable levels of service 

• process for monitoring and reporting of services 

• managing logistics 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

The initial conclusion is that NSPC does not have the resources to undertake all the work outlined 
above, Parish Council resources are already focussed on statutory obligations, planning permissions, 
standing bodies, etc and there are limits on what additional work can be undertaken, especially given 
the timescales involved with the library consultation. 

In addition, it is also doubtful that NSPC will have the necessary resources, or powers (item still under 
investigation) to assume the ongoing management and provision of a library service. The Parish Council 
is taking legal advice on this point. 

It is therefore recommended that: 

1. The Library Working Group focus on the possible creation of a consortium or joint venture for 
the future use of the building 



 

2. That other community-based organisations undertake the investigations into, creation of and 
be responsible for the ongoing management of a community-based library service 

Obviously the Library Working Group would liaise closely with and support, where possible, the other 

community organisation but if a future library service is to be secured within the Parish, the wider 

community must become more involved. 


