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Introduction 
A Neighbourhood Plan is led by the Parish Council. The Plan enables the village to influence the nature of the inevitable changes 

that will take place over the next 20 years. It will ensure that local people have a say about new development proposed in the 

parish, whether it is new houses, new buildings for local businesses, or changes to the local road network. 

To gather the thoughts, comments and input from residents, a questionnaire was developed which sought to obtain views on 

items such as: 

• where new houses should go and what they should look like 

• what infrastructure should be paid for by new development, such as footpaths, play areas, community and health facilities, 
improvements to roads and junctions  

• safeguarding green spaces (the playing field, the Millennium Wood, the allotments) 

• protection to existing community facilities 

• supporting local businesses, for example by allocating suitable premises 

A copy of the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire was delivered to every household in the village in June 2016.  The responses in 

the completed questionnaires have been collated and this report summarised these responses.  

A total of 268 responses were received. 

In addition to the questions posed, responders were also invited to provide ‘free text’ responses.  These have been included in the 

relevant sections under ‘Comments’ 
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About your household 
We asked a number of question to better understand the make-up of village households 

The number of people are living in households 
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The number of people of each sex living in a household 
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The number of people who are retired in the village 
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Aim of the Neighbourhood Plan 
1. We asked about the aims of the Neighbourhood Plan? 

 

2. Comments: 
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Retention of present village characteristics. Restrict large scale building 
projects/estates. 

Improve recreational facilities. 

Working together to improve the village 
Preserving trees, plants and homes for wildlife for future 
generations. 

Community spirit, provision of accommodation for single people of all ages. Providing enough facilities for the growing community. 

We feel it is most important to preserve the village rather than turn it into a 
town. Of course we want to see the infrastructure improved, but not at the 
expense of Nether Stowey's village feel. 

to keep the environment cleaner with regular litter picking perhaps. 

In the current climate it is increasingly important to create and sustain an 
inclusive community 

A slow implementation to allow residents to adapt to change also 
to allow local services to expand to cope with the new residents. 

It is becoming a more diverse community which should enhance the village 
Ensuring that the village does not outgrow itself, that it's expansion 
is balance. 

Just clean up and tidy and re-establish existing buildings structures children’s 
play areas 

Public Transport 

(d) Support unemployed to help find work. 
Parking areas, keep areas looking clean, tidy and safe for children 
& old people, Road crossings sleeping policemen or humps down 
Lime St., Castle St. Mill Lane and St. Mary's St. 

To have local services such as healthcare, library, etc. 
More facilities for the elderly, improved public transport, A 
Pharmacy. 

To provide affordable accommodation for families in the village. 
To encourage growth without detracting and destroying the unique 
village that Nether Stowey is. 

To keep the 'Village Feeling' of Nether Stowey. I don't want the village to 
become too large. 

Maintain easy access to neighbouring countryside through public 
footpaths, bridleways and open access. 

Endeavour to make the village as a whole more sustainable with energy use. 
For 1 (d) Possibly provide facilities, small offices and workshops for small 
businesses and start-ups. 

Improve Road signs on lanes. There should not be 60mph speed 
limit signs on lanes where children have to walk to and from school 
with no footpath. 

To maintain and keep the look and feel of the village and keep it as a village, 
not change it into a town. 

There should be come thought about how big the village should 
get. Already parking is difficult in the centre of the village. With 
more houses there will be a greater need for parking including in 
the centre. 

Improve public transport. Supporting existing facilities (Library, Shops. Etc.) 
To safeguard and protect the surrounding countryside from misuse 
and unnecessary/damaging development. 

To ensure the village has adequate modern facilities to cater for all age 
groups. 

To increase affordable housing 

Keep village free of litter and dog mess Keeping local shops open. 

 

  



Page 9 of 43 

Community 
1. We asked what do you think are the good things about Nether Stowey? 

 

2. Comments 

Great advantage having close access to the Quantocks. 
Within reasonable travelling distance of medium sized towns - 
Bridgwater, Taunton, Minehead. Easy access to M5 for Bristol and 
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Exeter. - the village has a "heart" - not ribbon development unlike other 
villages in Somerset - Parish magazine "Quantock Messenger" 

Overall picturesque look of the village is it's primary asset. Street lighting for all when going home from evening activities. 

Ensure that the village keeps it's green spaces ie. Playing field. Community spirit is good for those participating, but majority don't. 

Castle Stores, Littles and Post Office. Fields and footpaths. Fetes and whole 
village events. 

Coleridge Cottage, Good B+B's 

Proximity to Jurassic coast. Good sense of well-being. 
Proximity to the coast including Steart Marshes reserve and to the 
Mendips, Blackdowns and Exmoor. 

Coastline and ecology. 
Public footpaths, especially from New Stowey Farm to Halsey Cross and 
through the Millennium/Jubilee Wood and Stowey Wood. 

Beautiful village with a great feeling of being part of it and living in a lovely place 
to raise children. Everyone is friendly and are happy to be here. 

The village is extremely beautiful as it is, why change it! 

We have a fantastic village with lovely facilities, I can't think of anywhere which 
compares. We are very lucky 

Relatively close to larger large towns/cities ie., Taunton, Bridgwater, 
Bristol, Exeter etc. 

Access to Quantock Hills and the views from the village, Fire Station is an asset. 
Reverend Chloe is aiming to increase the practical caring inside and 
outside of the church. 

Having our own Fire Service and first response team is very important. Public footpaths 

Quiet Peaceful Excellent medical surgery and staff 

Nether Stowey must retain it's individuality as a village. No modern buildings too 
close to the vicinity of the village 

I would like to see Nether Stowey small and beautiful. 

More work to foster community feel, the village is sufficiently large that different 
elements rarely mix. 

Public Footpaths 

 It's a great place to live with good facilities (shops etc.) & Health Centre. 
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What can be done better or improved in Nether Stowey? 

 

Comments: 

Improve parking, public transport Street lighting, do street lights need to be on all night? 

Footpath along Lime St. from A39. Parking at north end of Lime St., 
Ancient Mariner to A39. If plot (e) is developed, this would allow provision 
of footpath. 

I feel that the closing of the youth club by County Council a few years ago has 
done a great disservice for the young people of this village. 

Improving parking will help village greatly. Need to do something about 
A39. 

I feel we need a safe crossing facility over the A39 between the playing field 
and the Church. 

South Lane:- Traffic problems/access To tidy the brambles on A39 between the two entrances to the village. 



Page 12 of 43 

The only way to improve parking and to prevent drivers mounting the 
pavements is to introduce a one-way system in Lime St. 

A purpose made sign on the A39 to support village activities. 

Double Yellow lines between Bishops Road and Five Lords. 
Some of the streets are fairly narrow and cars are parked down one side, 
sometimes this causes chaos, maybe one way systems would alleviate the 
problem. 

Public transport to main towns, Bridgwater, Minehead and Taunton, very 
poor at this point in time. 

Better facilities for parking. Speed limits to be rigorously adhered. Or speed 
humps or speed awareness. Ie Mill Lane & school drivers to be monitored. 

Parking in Nether Stowey 'centre' should be improved. Stop the parking 
on Clock Tower area, should be deliveries only. 

Access to village, Lime St. and Castle Street to be monitored with possibility of 
one way system to alleviate bad parking 

Access to Farm shop - only by car as it is difficult to cross the A39 on foot. Access to Church and Farm Shop is dangerous. 

Parking for disabled 
(c) above - crossing OK to Stogursey Lane, but could do with something at the 
other end of St. Mary's Street to get to the church and Cricketers. 

More leisure, educational and exercise classes. 
Every year Cannington do the "Cannington in Bloom" event, I think this would 
be a great community event for Nether Stowey. Or bring back the carnival, 
that was great for the kids.  

Special attention must be paid to Cricketer's access onto the A 39. We all 
know how dangerous that stretch of road is. 

The village needs more litter and dog poo bins. Also there is very little at the 
park fot toddlers to play on, it's more suited to the older children. And I don't 
like the fact that dogs can run freely in the play area. 

A new school should be built, the one we have is too small and in the 
wrong place. It would be better at the other end of the village. 

There needs to be some sort of safe crossing to the farm shop and the 
church. It is horrible trying to cross the main road with a young child. 

Traffic speed management. Bus shelter - somewhere to sit. 

Reducing speed limit on A 39 village bypass. 
Traffic flow, parking provision. Perhaps the school should sacrifice some of its 
field to provide a drop off/pick up zone safe for children. 

Traffic speed reduction Mount Road. Stop Mount Road being a rat run for 
Hinkley pointers. Parking in Castle St, Lime St. and St. Marys St. is a 
visual blight on the village and increased danger to pedestrians. More 
housing for local people but control development to stop the village 
becoming an urban sprawl. 

Disappointing pubs at present. 

Parking 
Dog population has increased 5 fold but fouling has not, so the message is 
getting across. 

More parking for the school. 
A39 - Cut down on speeding. (a) + (g) New housing - provision for at least 2 
cars. Will one way system work? 

The school is a good thing - but the current location is wrong. As it is, the 
access roads cannot cope with the morning/afternoon traffic and it is 
chaotic. Abuse from those parking there is all too frequent. If you are 
going to add more housing the school must move 

Seem to hear about events after it has happened. (b) One website for all 
clubs/societies to ILLEDG to Facebook/twitter. 



Page 13 of 43 

Please put a litter bin in lay-by on A39. People throw rubbish on grass 
The crossing (a tunnel) of the A39 (motorway)= motorway. A39 = No2 on the 
national accident danger list. 

A39 Traffic lights needed at Cricketers crossing for foot and wheeled 
traffic, roundabout, bridge for foot crossing would be inadequate 

The crossing of the A39 motorway. A (tunnel) especially to/from the church, 
for disabled 'very lethal crossing' = No2 on the national accident list. Fact. Try 
it on a budget. 

Roads wide enough to take on street parking and space for cleansing 
vehicles. 

Being close to an organic vegetable growing farm. 

Footpath to school along Mill Lane. 
Move bus stop from Castle Street, Remove unused disabled space re-locate 
nearer shops. 

The pavements are bad for anyone on mobility scooters. I would like 
someone from the council to ride round the village to see how bad it is. I 
will ride with them. 

Community police surgery at least once a week. 

We need a bus service to Taunton. 
Keeping footpaths cut. Older people find it difficult to find footholds in long 
grass. 

Parking is the worst problem, Mill Close and especially along Mill Lane 
and Lime St. No footpaths, too many cars, re:School time. 

Parked vehicles obscure visibility for users of Village Hall and Palmers Path, 
Children cross Lime St. to use Palmers Path to go to/from school - some sort 
of crossing is needed. 

Crossing at church end of village. Mobile phone mast in the village or church tower is needed. 

The only concern I have is the access to the school. This is extremely 
dangerous and unsafe during drop off and pick up times, there is no safe 
crossing in place. 

The increasing number of parked cars is beginning to cause congestion 
particularly through inconsiderate parking. Parking provision for new 
developments should be better. 

It is an individual's responsibility but more bins and dog poo bins would be 
helpful. 

Better access for disabled people 

Footpaths cleared of overhanging hedges/tress and dog poo cleared, 
Cycling facilities in local area. 

Bus service improved. Would like restaurant reinstated at Rose and Crown. 
Floral tubs around village as in Cannington. 

There are several shabby buildings as you enter the village, one of which 
is awaiting change of use planning permission, the other needs a coat of 
paint and the rubbish removed. They are both a blot on the landscape at 
present. 

There is room for one or two more facilities - a good takeaway (not the 
occasional offering from pub/post office) would be welcome. 

Parking. 

Double yellow lines from the Cross right up Castle Street on the brook side 
and this should be enforced. Stricter control of parking on the cross. A 
campaign using posters/spray paint to try and reduce dog fouling in the village 
especially on the playing field. 

More parking for the school 
Wildlife - eg. Tawny Owls, badgers, hedgehogs. More trees along A39 to 
absorb pollution to protect children especially on playing field 

When you cross the A39 at the crossing from Stogursey Lane and then 
enter the village it is not ideal for pedestrians. 

Improving homes for wildlife - lots have been destroyed in the playing field 
with trees cut down C+ types that provided certain habitats for certain species 
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Expand pharmacy to full chemist service. 
A wider pool of local residents to support local activities (Film nights, flower 
show, pantomime, quizzes, village twinning with Theillay, parties, disco's, 
etc.,) and Stowey Fair. 

Closed garage in St Mary's Street. Removal of National Speed Limit signs on lanes. Provide footpaths on lanes. 

The playing field and it's associated facilities are in a poor condition. When 
I take friends to the playing field I feel ashamed and embarrassed 

Better park and facilities for children. 

Cycle paths? Keep the hedges cut regularly to keep the walkways safe. 

Keep library service & (e) we are very fortunate. Off road route to Cottage Inn/Fiddington. 

Improvement of road junction on A39 near church for cars and 
pedestrians. 

With enlargement of the village, the community will be ruined forever, as will 
the feel, look and all the reasons we moved here in the first place. 

Youth groups are either church run or football-based activities only. 
I may not use the bus service often, but I think it should be better so that 
people without cars can go to work and young people have freedom of 
movement. 

We feel car parking at our school is waiting for a serious accident to 
happen (on observation). A new build for the school and parking suitable 
would be the ideal if land were available. 

Really a survey should be done to find out need from local people ( I don't 
have a need) I don't know if there is a need for sheltered housing. I don't know 
how housing for keyworkers works or whether there is a need.   

The bus service in the village is a joke. If the millennium wood was kept 
tidier, that would be so good. The six trees my husband and I planted, 
have had their tags removed and are now difficult to find because of 
untidy areas. 

Better upkeep of footpaths into and around the village - often overgrown. One-
way system in village centre would be good. 

Need speed humps on all main roads around the village 
Better safety provision on A39/Nether Stowey exit at Stowey Court Farm for 
motorists and pedestrians. 

Speed limits and parking One-way system Castle Hill with no parking on road. 

"Blow up the church it's wasted space. There's no god so no need for this 
crap" 

We need more things to do in the village plus a better bus service--ILLEGE-- 
this will be no good for people looking for work. 

The centre of the village should be enhanced/protected/not developed. 
(d) Something needs to be done about the lack of pavement from Stogursey 
Lane to the school., it's dangerous. 

Lighting - No need for streetlighting after 11:00 pm. 
We need higher quality pubs and/or a decent place for locals and tourists to 
eat a good meal. 

Transport to Taunton 
Access wide enough for cars to park and an ambulance to get by (unlike 
Theillay Close where people park on the pavements). 

Lower speed limit in village  
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How much use is made of the village facilities 

 

Comments 

Post Office, Fauns Butchers, Littles Stores and Castle Stores. Gents Toilet 

Bus service infrequently used due to poor service. Parish Office 
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Parish Council Office. Footpaths into and around the village very frequently. 

Public footpaths regularly. Organizations such as, Theatre Group, Gardening Club, Film Club. 

Littles and Castle Stores both very frequently. Used to use Gullifords Garage 
but have been to Inwood since GG closed. 

Post Office and café, daily, Shops and Butchers. 

The Library Cricketers Farm shop/café 

Post Office and Bank Pub 

Stowey Castle Garage before it closed. 

Bookshop when open, Castle Mount, Farm shop. Plowrights Organic Farm shop. 

Footpath network.  
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What are the benefits sustainable housing development could bring to Nether Stowey? 

 

Comments 

Would it add to parking issues. 
If you increase the size of the village you will loose the atmosphere of 
the village. 

(e) Nether Stowey's facilities and services have degraded, lost two pubs, could 
loose the Post Office, Library Service cut. Would sustainable development fix 
this? We doubt it. 

There should be no development in Nether Stowey. 
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Can't see how Nether Stowey would cope with the influx of cars that would arrive 
as a consequence of more houses, jobs, businesses. Where will the extra 
schools go for example? Problems associated with traffic and parking are 
already critical, while medical services are reportedly stretched everywhere. 

Sustainable development, Preserving historic features, Conserving 
local 'urban' and surrounding wildlife and maintaining 'wild' areas within 
village eg. Orchard, streams, Castle Hill, Hedgerows, Stowey Millenium 
Woods. 

Before any further housing is built in Nether Stowey, the school and the medical 
centre should be taken into consideration, can the school or the medical centre 
cater for more residents? 

Protect the village from being a retirement village. 

If the village grows very much bigger it will lose it's village identity and sense of 
community. 

All of them! Save our village!!! We do not want it over populated!!! 

Planners should consider adjoining area and be flexible with traditional/modern in 
keeping a 'character' for the village. 

Why do we need development? 

I am really against and housing development in Nether Stowey. Are those new 
homes built on Stogursey Lane really not enough for the village? How many 
people do you want living here? Any more and it will have to become a town 

No development should take place at all. 

Is there a direct link between presence of sustainable housing and increased 
provision of the above. Where does funding come from? If the appropriate 
infrastructure is missing or not increased/improved any additional development 
will increase areas (eg. parking) that are currently a problem. 

Why do you want to develop the village 

Potential increase of tourism as facilities and access improve 
We need to decide how big we think the village should be before 
making these important decisions. 

We have a preference to living in Nether Stowey as a village with some new 
development, but not so large as to become a small town. 

All of these things will ensure we are no longer a village. Why can't we 
be left as we are, just do pavements. 

Not sure what any of this means. Increased housing/people will put pressure on 
all the above which will need improving/expanding in line with expected increase 
in population. Eg. Should I give PARKING a score of 1, as it will become even 
worse than it is now? or 5, as there will be much more parking made available. 

The question is purely hypothetical as it depends entirely on the 
altruism of the developers.  Of course all of the above would be 
benefits if we lived in an ideal world. 

Not all of the above  
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Housing and Development 
We asked what kind of sites for new housing do you think should take priority 

 

Comments 

Greenfield use brown field only. 
If the current garage site in St Mary's Street is not to continue trading 
as such, the owners should be encouraged to re-develop the site to 
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enhance the advantageous position it holds for the future - not a 
reminder of the past. 

It's worrying to think we may be taken over by new housing. 
In order to provide alternative employment to replace the Cricketer 
Dairy Site, we think business/industrial units should be developed 
rather than the 50 houses proposed. 

The village will be spoilt if they start building new estates Prefer not building on greenfield sites 

If there is proven housing need in the area, this should be met. Avoiding green 
belt is favourable. 

We do not want any more new homes here. 

Don't really see the need but seems standard these days for Planning Permission 
to be granted for schemes like (b) to get rid of industrial/agricultural buildings. If 
this happens has the plans of low cost affordable housing but lethal when allied to 
larder/catering facility traffic unless very safe crossing access to/from A39 
installed. this would necessitate 30mph between Stogursey Lane and Cricketer 
crossing and essential. Same comments apply to possible site (a). If planning for 
(a) is granted then this potentially brings land opposite (a) across A39 into play, 
especially if Cricketer (b) gets the go ahead. Same applies to(c). How much 
development on the wrong side of lethal A39 do we want, can we stand? Should 
have been built behind the church in the first place! If even half of this goes ahead 
we need considerable planning gain re:- new rec based Village Hall, 
crossings/bridge/speed limits/ roundabout on A39. Oh yes and car parking for all 
these A39 dwellers and visitors. 

None 

Individuality - don't let Nether Stowey represent a huge housing estate. 

With consideration for wildlife and biodiversity, land that has been 
previously developed or intensively farmed should be prioritized over 
land which has been more traditionally managed and maintains 
features such as vital hedgerows etc.  
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If new homes were to be built, what types of houses are needed? 

Comments 

Any housing development should provide variety. 
Would like to see any future new builds are in keeping with the village 
house and character, NOT like the houses built off South Lane 

Ensure future developments ie. Additional housing is appropriate. 
Affordable rental homes for local people have already been built in 
Stogursey Lane which is outside the development boundary. 
Justification for these was made on very dubious statistics. 
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Small modular nuclear 
Homes for people who are local and can afford to stay in the area they 
grew up in, because not all young people want to move to area's (towns) 
with more affordable housing/better services. 

People who have lived in Nether Stowey for many years and then have to move 
away into a care home, can be cut off from their friends. 

Consider building a small care home for the older people. 

There is a real need for residential accommodation for the elderly. Stockland 
Bristol 'The Vicarage' is excellent but too far out of the village for other older 
people to visit if they cannot drive. A purpose-built facility would be of great 
value. It could be staffed by local people. 

Sustainable housing needs to be affordable housing to bring any benefit 
to us. 

I think that affordable housing allows people to move to the village who have no 
affinity to what Nether stowey is, therefore should only go to local people. 

There is no Care Home within miles of the village and lack of transport 
makes visiting extremely difficult. 

Nothing like Hartley Meadows it's soulless. 
New housing must have off street parking for at least 2 cars per 
household. 

Affordable housing - Who controls who gets it? And would it really be solely for 
those with local connections? And how do they qualify? 

It's ok having houses to buy/rent if local people can afford it. My family 
have moved out of the village because they could not. We have to move 
because of lack of disabled properties. 

Priority to village young or unemployed who need to rent. For full time not holiday accommodation. 

I think retirement homes so people can buy or rent. For accommodation of local people and not just holiday homes. 

Low maintenance costs when built. Capable of generating own power, large 
gardens. 

It is lacking a care home for the elderly. 

Affordable houses should be for local people not outsiders 

Affordable family homes are urgently needed to meet the need of 
increasing future generations. High house prices has meant young 
families have had to move from the area or take up rental 
accommodation to stay in the area they grew up in. 

Security for people who rent privately and wish to stay "settled" without risks of 
moving. (Social housing needed) 

Above (c) Residential care home facilities would be very welcome in our 
village and would enrich the lives of our valued elderly residents. 

I privately rent and am currently waiting for social housing to move into to meet 
my needs (disabled lady with children) via Somerset Homefinder service. We 
love our home and village but would probably have to move shortly due to my 
health to meet my medical needs. Bungalows needed. 

Bungalows 

Social Housing for families at any potential sites. Park benches or picnic tables 
in the park area for parents. 

We believe that any housing development should be focused on 
'Affordable' housing instead of the unaffordable monstrosities that have 
been erected recently in the village. 

The demand for bungalows for disabled or elderly. 
Houses built for rent should be controlled br the parish council in terms 
of number and rental charges. A charity for that purpose should be 
considered 
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A village can develop not become stuck as a village to die in. Enabling younger 
people to stay living in the village near their support (parents). Could bring new 
people of all ages to the village making a good, varied community, not holiday 
homes! 

Building houses to be rented out, will make money for a few and bring 
no benefit to the village. 

Having a care home in Stowey would be so good for our elderly residents and 
their families, also it would make available existing properties for sale or rent. 

As long as these go to people with village connections (family) nor 
incommers from town. 

It is a positive if young people can afford to live and work locally rather than 
moving out of the area. 

All of them. 

Flats with insufficient parking can lead to problems. More affordable housing 

Affordability, Value for money. 
Give consideration to houses with slight footprint and that are time 
limited and renewable. Also plots sufficient to support food production. 

We have a good variety of sizes and styles, so called 'Legoland' has developed 
it's own individuality by extension etc. 

Warden controlled units for elderly and differently abled. 

It is more economic to care for people in their own homes with social visiting  
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Where do you think new houses should be built if the sites were to become available? 

Comments 

Where housing should be built: 

Glebe land behind church centre - housing 
Use area now redundant from demise of Cricketer Farms first and 
foremost. 

Site (a) next to playing field. With enlargement of village, Village Hall moving to 
playing field, this area will be needed for extra facilities and parking for events. 

Safety should be most important here. The A39 outside Cricketer is a 
very fast piece of road - All measures must be taken to improve safe 
crossing when any development here is considered. 
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Cricketers the best - But need to do something about A39 junction + crossing + 
linked parking/ small business units see 5 (d) + comments at end. 

Site opposite side of Stogursey Lane from Theillay Close 

Land adjacent to playing field, housing, low cost social, need for youngsters to 
stay in the village. 

There is so much land wasted on the main road as you come out of 
Stowey turning right at the traffic lights on the right-hand side. 

Continue to develop Stogursey Lane, Affordable houses for rent. Do not over 
develop the village or the village will loose all of it's character. 

South Lane as the village is congested enough. 

Village Hall site - Car park. Land between Lime St. and A39 - access for parking. 
Building a new larger school at for example the Cricketer site would 
allow the school to grow with more families and the existing school site 
could be developed. 

Infill between Stogursey Lane developments and Coal yard - housing only 
Principal growth of the village should be south west of the A39 {areas 
(a) (b ) and (e)} to avoid potential split community. 

No other sites should be developed. 
If the Cricketers Farm site were not to be used for housing then some 
form of commercial activity would make sense. 

Cricketer Farm site for Industrial, Commercial and Retail. 
Cheese factory should be made into industrial units for local people to 
work. 

To make full use of village facilities and playing field. Building should take place 
around the playing field. 

Any brownfield site 

Land at New Stowey Farm as it is near the playing field within safe walking 
distance to the village. 

As above, in general. Sites which have valuable features for wildlife, 
such as hedgerows, should not be developed. The site at South Lane 
is potentially one such site. 

The site of the village hall could have flats for rent or buy for locals to get on the 
property ladder 

Cricketer Farm site would be most appropriate as a brownfield site with 
provision that traffic calming measures are badly needed on A39 at this 
point. 

There is an area part way up Jacksons Lane that could be used for housing. If 
housing on Cricketers land - need play area on that side of A39. 

Site d (South Lane) would be ideal for a small care home. 

If Cricketer Farm is developed there have to be changes to the A39 at the 
junction ie. Roundabout, traffic lights, crossings, filter lanes - anything to slow 
traffic down on that stretch. 

I would prefer Cricketers to be converted to business units, or at least 
some of it. 

The Cricketer site would be great as it would mean no more of the countryside 
would need to be dug up 

Cricketer Farm 

Site C (Cricketer Farm to traffic lights) should be used for commercial low cost 
small workshops units to bring jobs back into the village. 

South Lane 

The A39 seems to be a Border/Boundary any houses built on the other side will 
be split from the community. However you can't leave Cricketer derelict. 

Infill should be limited to 1 - 2 homes per site. 
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Village side of A39 (d) could have quality bungalows. (c) dangerous crossing 
over. 

Gullifords Garage site - possibly a care home/accommodation for 
elderly people. 

Here's a thought, why not develop Cricketer Farm site (b) into a much larger 
school to cope with the growing number of pupils and then develop the school 
site into housing. 

Near church - to bring church into the community. 

We should not develop further into the Quantocks. Development should be just 
other side of A39 

Cricketer Farm - commercial. 

Sites (b) + (c) (Cricketer Farm / Traffic lights). Any land across the A39 from the 
village should be developed for industrial use only and to create employment for 
our Nether Stowey inhabitants 

Land near playing field 'swopped' with playing field. Cricketers 
development must include a bridge for pedestrian safety and/or pelican 
crossing (even a roundabout to ease traffic flow) 

Site (d) at South Lane, the best site if any to be developed. I feel this would have 
the least impact on existing villagers.  

Possibly build a new school on the Cricketer site, supported by new 
road layout/crossing. Build houses where the current school is. 

Cricketers old site, makes sense to utilize existing. 
I would like to add that if a development went ahead on the Cricketer 
site or land in between, this could accommodate a slightly larger 
development of maybe 25 - 50 homes. 

I think the proposed development on the Cricketer Farm site would be ideal. 
Maybe on the coal yard site, cluster housing would be in keeping with 
other properties near the lane 

Provision of screened parking areas to remove cars from roadsides. In time all sites will be developed, which one you start with is irrelevant. 

 

Where housing should not be built: 

South Lane, Playing Fields, ie. Any greenfield on boundary of village. 
Land between Cricketer Farm and the traffic lights, such development 
would make a nonsense of the bypass. 

Concern for any houses built "off" the bypass re access and safety as one of the 
few places from Bridgwater to Williton where cars etc. tend to speed! 

No building on designated AONB land. Recent South Lane 
development an example of site should not have been developed. 

(d) South Lane- Poor drainage, water from the top of hill - can already cause 
flooding as it comes down to South Lane.om the top of the  

Cricketer Farm, this site should be kept for jobs. 

The playing field should be left largely as it is. Improve it for the footballers, New 
changing area facility, no major building. 

Would it be possible for the Cricketer site to be for small 
business/individual units instead of housing, thus bringing more jobs. 

Cricketer Farm - bad access. Butchers Lane - Historical Heritage. 
Orchard at end of Old Farm Road, Any of the recreation Ground, 
Allotments, anything on or adjacent to Castle Hill  

Land south of Banneson Road + Five Lords forms natural boundary and would 
look unsightly, also increased risk of flooding due to water run off. 

The ground between the Mount, Channel Close, Pooles Close, Audley 
Close, should be included in the protected area of the mount 
(Scheduled Monument). 
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Avoid building in floodable areas 
I am against developments on the north side of the A39 as theA39 will 
then be splitting the village and no longer be a bypass. Bad for the 
village and will cause all sorts of safety concerns. 

Flood plain area 
Housing north of the bypass would be severed by the bypass from the 
village so is bad location and might create need for available new 
junction/delay 

Cricketer Farm should not be developed for residential use. Anything north of A39 severance/safety/outside village. 

Land near the playing field as it always floods in the winter. Any greenfield site 

Not Cricketer Farm we think that this should be used for industrial/business units 
to create jobs for the growing community. Preferably not green field sites. Not the 
land between Cricketers Farm and the traffic lights, this is because the Nether 
Stowey bypass was built to bypass the village not to go right through the middle of 
it. 

(a) Land next to playing field unless another site for allotments could 
be found. 

No development on North side of A39, too dangerous to cross and will get worse. 
Cricketer site could be developed as small business units, not 
housing. 

The outline of the village should not be extended towards Quantocks, eg. South 
Lane, Castle Hill as roads are not suitable for extra traffic and need to protect 
beautiful fields and hills. 

Site (d and (e) you would be destroying our countryside including the 
reason many of us came to the village. 

South Lane should not be developed as it would increase the amount of traffic 
through the village heading for the A39 

The Mount + surrounding fields, Land between Castle Hill, Mill Lane 
and Mount Road. 

Site B (Cricketer Farm) should not be used for housing as it already has an 
established commercial value and for pedestrians to cross the road to use village 
shops is dangerous 

Site c (Cricketer Farm to traffic lights) would create further problems 
on the A39. 

Protect all Nether Stowey, Don't let the developers start on this beauty spot. The Mount (Nether Stowey Castle). Land behind Old Farm Road. 

Site e (A39 to Mill Lane) on plan. Selfishly don't want a development behind my 
house. It's great to watch the changing seasons and wild life in the field 

Homes on Highbeer Close already suffer due to accumulation of 
spring water from Sept to May. South Lane has become increasingly 
dangerous as a result 

Site (e) I live on the perimeter of this site and for obvious reasons would not like it 
developed, we have stunning views from our back garden and these would be 
ruined if development occurred. 

Any greenfield sites. I know this is a challenge but as an AONB 
community we have a responsibility to protect the village's natural 
assets. Lenience on this paves the way for further encroachment on 
greenfield sites. 

The land (e) between Mill Lane and A39. A39 very busy road A39. New build 
property should not encroach on any existing residential housing. 

(b) Access must relate to existing access to and from village (provision 
of traffic lights). (c) strongly opposed defeats the purpose of the 
bypass. (e) Access onto Mill Lane vital - Not A39 or Jacksons Lane. 

Any current greenfield area. 
South Lane - due to the small narrow roads, lack of pavements and 
not much land, I don't think. 
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The A39 was built as a by-pass. The village is south of the A39 and should remain 
so. 

Site a (land next to playing field) not good - risk of flooding, I should 
think OK for allotments but bad for houses. 

Fields in South Lane and those abutting A39 
The land next to the playing field (a) Maybe more allotments or garden 
centre. 

Cricketer Farm.  Between Cricketer Farm and traffic lights, too busy and not safe. 
Protection of the 'Mount' is most important so no development should 
be allowed beyond the existing development boundary (Channel 
Close, Mount Road, Pooles Close, Audley Close and Mill Lane) 

The lights (traffic) have made the A39 safe for Stogursey Lane. It would be better 
to have no more houses on the north side of the A39. 

Grass land below Butchers Lane and Mill Lane, Would impact view 
and outlook from the Mount and Castle. 

Better to use sites (e) (d) (a). Keep the village to the south of A39. 
South Lane - previous development proved that these field are water 
run offs from the hills. Current sustainable houses built required an 
embankment round them to prevent flooding, this hasn't worked. 

Unless a secure safe crossing for the A39 can be found I consider that no building 
should be considered on Cricketer sites for housing. 

South Lane - too narrow, no pavements. 

South Lane - Impeding on natural beauty of Quantock Hills. 
Please no more development down Stogursey Lane. We do not 
benefit from the true atmosphere of village life as those in the centre 
of Stowey do, so please let us enjoy some peace and fields at least. 

Any land around the Mount /Nether Stowey Castle as will destroy character of 
village. 

South Lane due to the narrowness of South Lane 
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What should influence the design of new homes? 

Comments 

ECO friendly timber construction zero footprint. 
Support housing developments/existing housing wishing to install small 
wind turbines or solar panels for personal use 

All new houses should be built using roofs made of photovoltaic cells as 
standard. 

(e) Such conversions must have regard to existing architecture. 

Solar panels/slates, low level individual wind turbines, geothermal. 
Add a social centre not just houses the village is so dull and needs a 
sports centre with snooker etc. 

Individual gardens for all new housing. We need a social clu and sports centre. 



Page 30 of 43 

Individual gardens. Communal gardens end up unkempt. Nobody takes 
ownership of communal gardens. 

No more streetlights. 
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Infrastructure 
We asked what you thought about the state of the village infrastructure 

Comments 
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We asked if we should support the idea of land in / near our parish being used for energy production? 

Comments 
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Use of Bristol Channel for water power. Tidal 

Flooding of water courses thoroughly need permanent solution. Wave Power 

If for wind farms, not on Quantock ridge. Tidal Barrage and if Hinkley is cancelled, Solar power on site. 

Severn Barrage Hydro 
Stowey's risk ruining area with lagoons, no more energy from digestate - 
Digestate vehicles. 

Nuclear, Tidal. Nuclear Power (ie Hinkley Point C ) very bad. 

Tidal Water (Barrage) 

Water Power (g) Tidal in neighbouring parishes. 

Biomass Tidal barrage 

The whole area already supports energy production via Hinkley Point. 
I support biomass, but not if it means MONOCROPS, such as maize. 
Trees would be better for the environment (but of course take longer to 
grow). 
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Business Development 
We asked what type of business could the village support in the future? 

Comments 

I feel there is a strong need for small business and artisan specialist to try to 
keep some employment in and around the village 

Antique shop, Art gallery - Both of which have previously been in the 
village. 
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Cricketer Farm - This area would be ideal for local businesses - Trading Estate. 
(h) Local produce sold to local shops/cafes. - There is already a lot of 
online selling individuals which will naturally increase 

Laboratory linked to Hinkley C providing independent quality testing. This can 
easily be done in a large house if dedicated. 

Food production (ready meals), recycling centre, composting centre. 

Anything could be supported very carefully within the village. Evening food 
outlet (eg. Red Lion). Position of any business needs careful planning within 
the village environment but could be encouraged to support housing and local 
jobs. There are businesses that need supporting now! 

Transport services eg. Taxis. 

Premises needed for small businesses - Enterprise Park? 
The Cricketer Farm site could be ideal for small office and workshop sites 
(see 1 (d)) as well as houses. 
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We asked that if further development went ahead, which do you think we need in the village? 

Comments 
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We asked what should we do to attract more visitors? 

Comments 

Need to improve footpaths around village. Not many businesses in village that 
can benefit from tourism, need to offer more and direct off A39. 

 (b) Already available but not always obvious guide to Nether Stowey, 
local walks, local attractions eg., Fairfield House. 
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Need to provide car parking similar to Dunster on east of village. A 39 For 
tourists + locals (free parking) No or restricted parking in Castle St./Lime St. 
Encourage new businesses - ? Units beside parking for small businesses 
(Dunster good model) 

(1) See p.6 re: Nether Stowey Wood. (2) An attractive feature of the 
village is the pedestrian lanes that make it possible to walk across the 
village without using the roads. 

Regeneration of the village centre, at present a visitor is faced with a closed 
garage, a run down bookshop and a public house that has been under repair for 
7 months. 

Stop strimming of wild flowers etc., on roadside and footpaths. People 
want to visit the countryside! 

More information about Nether Stowey archaeology, Roman development (lead 
mining and pipe making). General information on Medieval period. 

Develop appearance and improve triangular piece of land as you enter 
village by playing field by developing landscaping and planting, 
encourage 'Nether Stowey in Bloom'. 

Visitor off street parking. The Library and Public Loo's 

I was talking to a lady in Minehead. She said she would never visit Nether 
Stowey again because she could not get any food or drink as in Café. 

Unless a large car park is provided on the edge of the village (beside 
allotments?) with signposts to village centre, there is no point 
encouraging tourism further. 

Tourist information in library Provide parking facilities for visitors. 

Round' walks around the village. 
Better parking in the main areas ie. High St., St Mary's St., Castle St., 
or just around side road sign telling where to go. 

If we funnel access to Quantocks through the village ie make sports centre a hub 
for cyclists, walkers etc. 

Garden Centre 

Motorhome stop in village Family eating + pubs/restaurants. 

Encouragement of local artists, craft workers etc. and a signposted semi-
permanent display of work as a tourist attraction (possibly in the library) 

Quantock Bike/Outdoor Centre for young bikers. (We are missing a 
huge market and tourist opportunity). 

I would add to this an exhibition space, probably in the library, as a tourist 
attraction (see p.5). There is a strong craft tradition in the area and encouraging 
tourists benefits all the local businesses, pubs, P.O., Shops and B+B's. 

A tourist centre/info/AONB hub to include restaurant, toilets, loo's and 
showers for bikers and walkers - large wooden building for family eating 
- healthy food NOT fast food. 

Footpath network 
Wildlife/countryside tourism (Quantocks, Mendips, Steart Peninsular, 
Exmoor etc.) 

Leisure Footpaths better cared for and made dog friendly. 

Café space for walkers/cyclists to make Stowey starting point for routes out to 
the Quantocks and provide activities for young people. 
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Village Assets 
We asked how much do you value the village assets? 

Comments 

Library needs to be a village 'hub', including adult learning, café, internet. Bigger 
village green space, as development happens. New Village Hall. 

I value the local footpaths and would love to see these maintained/cut 
back at this time of year so they can be used. 

Not only retain the playing field but also expand this greenspace to act as a 
village green and not spoil open space which is essential as the development 
occurs around the current village footprint 

Fire Station and Health Centre 
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The MUGA is excellent and as the village population grows this should be 
expanded, which requires space allocation at this stage ie. Now! 

Public footpaths with clear signposting. The paved area around the 
cross with NO parked cars. 

Fire Station, Doctors surgery/Health Centre. Medical centre, Cemetery, Fire Station. 

Library, Fire Service. Post Office (5), Library (5). 

Medical Centre, Vet, Fire Station. 
We should aim to keep all and market our facilities better as a 
community not individual groups. 

I think our playing field is not health and safety for young children because of the 
stream being too close to the equipment, dog fouling in children’s area. 

Stowey Castle? Is this the Mount? 

Medical Centre, Fire Station. Orchard at end of Old Farm Road, Surrounding Countryside. 

I only moved into the village on 3rd June 2016 so haven't used many of the 
above. 

The village Vet. 

Veterinary service/practice, Medical Centre. 
I would include Stowey Wood and the pathway through it, which forms 
an excellent circular walk from the playing field even though it lies more 
in Over Stowey than in Nether Stowey parish. 

Vets Support the Library and Post Office. 

Shops, First response from team at fire station used after calling for medical 
attention/ambulance once in 2015, they were at my home within minutes to be 
with me until ambulance arrived. Invaluable service. 

Present character of the village streets. The Fire Station. Surrounding 
views from the village. The ILLEG 

Village pubs infrequently 
The Medical Centre, The Fire Station, The Village footpaths, The Old 
Garage, even though it is now closed down. The benches on Castle 
Hill. 

Garage New Village Hall. 

South Lane, near to hills, natural beauty. Rose + Crown public house, always 
been a pub, long standing and well known/used. 

Explore combining the village hall and church centre at the church 
centre. 

Public Houses Other existing shops and facilities. 

Nether Stowey Wood, this is an under-used facility but coupled with the 
Millennium Wood makes an attractive circular walk. 

Only invest in a new village hall if more innovative ways to utilise it can 
be created. Or make it sophisticated enough to be hired out for 
weddings/parties. Place away from housing. 

(e) but the site could be sold for housing if the village hall combines with the 
sports pavilion. 

Be good if a new village hall could have a a sprung floor - better for 
dancing and other activities. 

Combined modern village hall and sports pavilion with car parking on the playing 
field. 
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Any other comments 
More frequent and regular bus service. Reinstatement of Thursday service to 
Taunton. Services should integrate with bus services at Bridgwater Bus Station 
more effectively. 

Strategically placed dog mess bins. Judging by the number of dogs in 
the village there is a need for better management of the mess they 
make if not picked up by inconsiderate owners. Playing fields should be 
out of bounds! 

The area of rough grass between the A39 and the village should be used to 
provide car parking with access directly to the centre of the village. 

We hope the Stowey Shuttle will be successful. 

A lot of the houses at the top of Lime St. have off road parking at the back but 
always park on the road, Why? Perhaps the school could move to near the 
playing field and make the school into a care home for he elderly of our village. 
You all do an amazing job with very limited funds and support. 

If the Village Hall goes ahead on the one and only playing field, where 
else can dog walkers go and children play, and car park plus a pavilion? 
Also tennis court and skate boarding. Farmers do not cut a path through 
their field where there is a sign, everything is overgrown with nettles and 
cow parsley. 

A roundabout at the Cricketer Farm entrance to the village. This will stop cars 
accelerating on this rare bit of straight road on the A39. 

Bus is never used because the Taunton, well used, once a week bus, 
was stopped, wrongly so! 

We have recently lost employment opportunities and important bus services. 
There is no bus service (after teatime) to Bridgwater and a very poor service to 
Taunton. 

Any idea that would that would slow down the traffic along the A39 in 
the region of the church, gazebo ie. Farm shop. It is quite dangerous 
trying to cross there especially weekends. It does not encourage people 
to visit the farm shop or even go to church. I speak for those who are 
totally none drivers. Hence walk through the village and try to get across 
the road. 

Detailed analysis of age range of villagers applied to needs of the village Litter Clearance along the Main Road!!! 

Improve access to mobile phone signal - very important. 
The village is now getting so big it needs to produce jobs. So required is 
better bus services also more shops and different kinds. I think replying 
to this is waste of time, nothing will be done. 

Mobile phone mast to be provided so signal is available throughout the village Could we have a simple (free) plan of local footpaths? 

Get a phone mast to improve the phone signal please. A Pharmacy 

Footpaths within Parish should be revised and relocated to take into account 
modern farming methods. 

Street lighting - no need for late lighting. More encouragement for 
people to join in with community activities - same faces - lack of young 
people participating in village events. 

More parking areas needed as the streets are choked up with cars, it is difficult 
for the emergency services to get through safely. More facilities for the young 
teenagers/adults. A safer play area without dog fouling! More consideration from 
parents that take their children to school by car but live close enough to walk! 

Nether Stowey is on the edge of the Quantocks. Masses of people 
enjoy the countryside at weekends for biking (in the woods especially) 
and walking. The village does not show enough pride in this amazing 
facility or provide enough services for our visitors. In Wales and other 
places far less spectacular, I have seen beautiful wooden structures 
with tourist info, changing facilities + restaurants that are a big success. 
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Facilities for children, child-care, etc. Activities for social time, school holidays. 
Oak benches, picnic tables in park. Safe crossing/access to school. 

I should like to see better designation and more respect for public 
footpaths, with land owners encouraged to permit the use of footpaths 
through their land rather than around it. Safe cycle routes should be 
encouraged and speed restriction on the A39 between Nether Stowey 
church and the traffic lights. 

(i) With improved mobile/broadband coverage. 
The neighbourhood plan needs to take into consideration the effect of 
Hinkley Point and no decision should be taken until there is full clarity as 
to the development or otherwise of this huge project. 

Cycle path/good pavement along A39 towards Cannington and or Bridgwater if 
possible Minehead. 

Reduce speed limit signs and better lighting around Hack Lane area, 
leading to Nether Stowey. 

Parking in the village is a nightmare, Parking should be made available behind 
houses in Lime St. and St. Mary's St. for residents and a one way system 
implemented. Parking on Mill Lane by parents dropping off children to school is 
diabolical and no notice is taken of road markings. 

People, able bodied, parking on the cross, makes visibility zero edging 
out of Castle Street - an accident waiting to happen. Direct bus service 
to Bridgwater or Taunton. 

We strongly believe road infrastructure should be improved before any 
development takes place, especially the A39 junction at Cricketer Farm, Traffic 
calming in village especially at narrow bottlenecks. 

(1) Planning policy including building design. (2) Register of important 
buildings in the parish as well as those which are listed by English 
Heritage (local listing) (3) Survey of important trees and where 
appropriate application for TPO's. 

Is the village school still fit for purpose? ( I am only posing the question, I do not 
know the answer) If it is not could relocation be a consideration and the current 
site used for housing. 

Preservation and guardianship of the Quantocks, including more strict 
enforcement of parking rules (too much damage done by horse boxes 
and other heavy vehicles on grass verges when carparks are plentiful) 
Litter bins? Dog Bins? 

Careful thought and planning with regard to pedestrian safety on A39. Please 
see previous comments regarding the relocation of school. Unsure if increase in 
population will require new school, if so - potential for building on current site 

Someone soon will be seriously hurt by a speeding car in Lime St. or 
Mill Lane, they mount the pavement and speed along it, shame we 
always have to wait for something awful to happen until something is 
done. 

(1) Care and thought to be given to traffic control and pedestrian safety. (2) 
Feasibility study of school ( re will it meet future needs)? 

Litter around the village, on the playing field, slip road, access road to 
the allotments, is getting worse and needs to be addressed. 

We are naturally concerned about the regular flooding of the brook, which 
sometimes extends as far as the church centre mainly due to the highering of 
the road surface by over 8 inches. We have photo's to confirm this. 

Creation of a wildlife space for children to understand nature - ideal 
space on parish land behind Old Farm Road. 

Tourism is the key, Need to promote village more. 

To develop scrub land alongside the A39to the rear of St. Mary's/Lime 
Street. Construct a service road, enabling rear access and parking, 
removing congestion to village streets, especially St Mary's and Lime 
Streets. 
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If we can provide a framework for new enterprises that are on the edge of the 
village and keep the character of the centre. Think in terms of Nether Stowey 
PLC. 

The necessity for a lower speed limit on the bypass. The necessity for a 
roundabout or traffic lights at the Junction of A39 and main entrance (by 
church centre/Cemetery) to the village, near misses occur frequently. 

Building renovation guidelines. 
Public footpaths to be better maintained. Impossible too walk from 
Budleigh Farm to Pinnacle Hill as overgrown, for example. 

Don't make the Rose + Crown into apartments 
If the Cricketer Farm development goes ahead, then please include a 
safe access to the church in the plans. Ie. Crossing the A39 to get to 
church. 

A bus, daily, during the day , Nether Stowey - Taunton for shopping. 

If we are to increase the population of the village, I think it is most 
important that the roads are sorted out. Many are too narrow for a 
developed area and need widening, with proper paths, cycle lanes and 
laybys. 

There is no mention of the current development boundary. The current boundary 
should be maintained. 

Consider the size of housing and the off-street parking provided. There 
are too many cars parked on roads which is very dangerous, difficult to 
drive passed and poor visibility and also looks very crowded with cars 
all over the roads.  

 

 


