
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Screening Report for  
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
of 
Nether Stowey Neighbourhood Development 
Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2019 

 
 
 

This Screening Report is based on the content of the “Nether Stowey Neighbourhood Plan 
v0.1 0304019” that was issued to Sedgemoor District Council for comment on 4th April 2019.  
 

 



  

 

 
 

Sedgemoor District Council 
 
Project:             
       
Document Title: 

Strategy and Development 
 
LDF 
 
Draft Screening Report for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of 
Nether Stowey Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Author or Owner:  Stephanie Parker-Stephenson, Environmental Planner 

Current version and status:  Version 1.02 Draft version April 2019 

Location:  M: 02 Planning Policy\Neighbourhood Planning\Nether Stowey 

Version history, change made, by who, date: V 1.01 created by SPS on 8th January 2019 
V 1.02 created by SPS on 10th July 2019 following receipt of the draft HRA 
report 
 

Distribution: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Required Authorisation:  

 internal distribution: 

• Larry Burrows (Ecologist – Planning Policy, SCC) 

• Julie Cooper 

• Nick Tait 

• NDP contact (Parish Council) 
 
External distribution: 

• Reg 9(1) determination to the 3 environmental consultee bodies 
(EA/HE/NE)  

 
Nick Tait, Service Manager - Policy  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 
Contents 

 

 Page 

Executive Summary 
 

 

1.  Introduction 
 

 

2.  Outline of the purpose and content of the Nether Stowey Neighbourhood 
Development Plan 
 

 

3. Consideration of the possible need for Strategic Environmental Assessment  
 

 

Appendix 1. Determination under Regulation 9(1) as to whether the Nether 
Stowey Neighbourhood Development Plan is likely to have significant 
environmental effects. 
 

 

Appendix 2. Consultation responses from Historic England, Natural England and 
the Environment Agency 
 

 

 
 
 



Draft SEA Screening Report for Nether Stowey NDP Page 4 

 

Executive Summary 
 
This Screening Report considers the potential need for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) to 
be undertaken during the preparation of the Nether Stowey Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(NDP). 
 
The relevant legislation is outlined in Section 1 and interpretation is explored in more specific detail 
in Section 3. Section 2 outlines the purpose and content of the Nether Stowey Neighbourhood 
Development Plan. 
 
It is possible that Sustainability Appraisal (SA) (which incorporated SEA) of the recently adopted 
Local Plan has been a sufficient examination of environmental effects, but this judgement can only 
be made through consideration of specific tests set out in the regulations.   The findings are set out 
in Section 3: Table 1, with a conclusion (at 3.9) that: 
 
 

SEA Screening Opinion 
 

The Council considers that the Nether Stowey NDP is not a “plan or programme” of a type 
described at Regulation 5(2) or 5(4) of The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations 2004. The Plan is a “plan or programme” of the type described at Regulation 5(3), 
however, the ‘small area’ exemption applies and a determination made under Regulation 9(1) 
concludes that the Plan is not likely to have significant environmental effects. 
 
[The reasons are as set out in Table 1 and Appendix 1 (the Regulation 9(1) Determination)] 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 The Nether Stowey Neighbourhood Plan Team is currently producing the Nether Stowey 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP), which will supplement the recently adopted 
Sedgemoor Local Plan (2011 – 2032) and form part of the local development plan when 
finalised. As part of the production of a NDP the District Council is required to advise and 
assist the “qualifying body”, including in ensuring that the NDP does not breach, and is 
otherwise compatible with, European Union obligations. 

 

1.2 This screening report is designed to determine whether or not the contents of the Nether 
Stowey Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) requires a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC (“SEA Directive”) 
and associated Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (“SEA 
Regulations”). 

 

1.3 A separate ‘test of likely significance effects’ arising from the Nether Stowey NDP has been 
undertaken by the County Ecologist as part of the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
process. The test determines whether an Appropriate Assessment of the NDP is required 
under European Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Flora 
(the “Habitats Directive”) and associated Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 
2010 (“Habitat Regulations”). The test concluded that an Appropriate Assessment of the 
Nether Stowey NDP was required.  

 

1.4 In December 2018 regulatory changes1 were made to allow the making of a Neighbourhood 
Plan where significant effects could not be ruled out at the screening stage, i.e. the making 
of a Neighbourhood Plan that requires Appropriate Assessment. The regulatory changes 
were needed following the decision made by the Court of Justice of the European Union 
(People Over Wind and Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta (C-323/17)) that had resulted in an 
incompatibility with the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations. 

 

1.5 The County Ecologist undertook the Appropriate Assessment of the Nether Stowey NDP in 
June 2019, the conclusion of the Appropriate assessment was that the Nether Stowey NDP is 
unlikely to have significant effects on the conservation objectives of the Natura 2000 sites 
assessed. This conclusion was/was not supported by Natural England by way of an email 
received on xx/xx/2019 (Appendix 4). 

 

1.6 The SEA Regulations require an environmental assessment to be carried out during the 
preparation of all “plans and programmes” that are deemed to have significant 
environmental effects.  The parameters for determining if a particular plan is likely to have 
significant environmental effects are set out in the Regulations.    

 

 

 
1 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/1307/contents/made 
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1.7 There is some potential overlap between SEA and HRA, in particular an identified 
requirement for an “Approprate Assessment” under the Habitats Regulations will 
automatically trigger a requirement for SEA (unless a “local level” or “minor modification” 
exemption applies, as explained at 3.6 below).   

 

1.8 In this report, Section 2 outlines the nature of the Neighbourhood Plan and Section 3 
considers the need for SEA. 

 

1.9 An NDP must be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the 
development plan [i.e. the adopted Sedgemoor Local Plan] but can make provision for 
additional development.  It is important to recognise that the Local Plan was subject of 
Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating SEA) and HRA, but in some instances subsequent 
planning applications could still need project level HRA or Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA).  If the NDP does not: 

o propose development of a scale not anticipated in the Local Plan; nor  

o propose development which could affect a sensitive environment  

there is potential for the higher-level SA and HRA to have been sufficient.  

  

1.10 This screening report is based on the content of the Nether Stowey Neighbourhood Plan 
v0.1 0304019.   

 
 
 
 
 
2. Outline of the purpose and content of Nether Stowey Neighbourhood Development Plan  
 
2.1 The particular purpose of the Nether Stowey NDP is to shape development in the parish of 

Nether Stowey, under the powers introduced through the Localism Act 2011. 
 
2.2 The Parish of Nether Stowey is located in the West of the District and adjoins the boundary 

shared with Somerset West and Taunton. The Sedgemoor Local Plan identifies Nether 
Stowey village as a Tier 2 settlement, as such the focus will be on: 

 
o Delivering housing and employment growth appropriate to the settlement’s scale 

and character; 
 

o Retention of existing and provision of new key local services/facilities and retention 
of existing employment opportunities; 

 
o Delivery of dwellings on existing committed sites with planning permission 

(approximately 170 dwellings across all 6 settlements); 
 

o Maximising development opportunities within the existing settlement through 
appropriate infill and redevelopment opportunities; 

 



Draft SEA Screening Report for Nether Stowey NDP Page 7 

 

o New strategic allocation(s) in sustainable locations outside but well related to 
settlement boundaries (minimum of 570 dwellings across all 6 settlements), to be 
identified through a subsequent site allocation Development Plan Document or 
Neighbourhood Plans; 

 
o Releasing small scale self-build and custom build schemes well related to settlement 

boundaries that meet demand. 
 
2.3 Collectively, and in accordance with the Local Plan, the six settlements in Tier 2 of the 

settlement hierarchy are expected to accommodate 816 new homes between 2011 and 
2032. The Nether Stowey NDP must be in general conformity with the strategic policies 
contained in the Sedgemoor Local Plan 2011 – 2032.  

 
2.4 The Nether Stowey NDP does not seek to allocate land for housing and employment 

developments but it does designate four Local Green Spaces: 
 

i. Recreation Ground; 
ii. The Allotments; 
iii. Millennium Wood; and 
iv. Plot 173. 

 
2.5 The draft NDP proposes twenty localised policies, grouped under the following themes: 
   

Housing 
H1: Conversion of redundant farm and other buildings in the countryside 
H2: Affordable housing 
H3: Housing type and size 
  
Environment 
E1: Design and character of local development 
E2: Heritage assets and character 
E3: Development proposals 
E4: Protecting the local landscape 
E5: Protecting the best and most versatile agricultural land 
E6: Protecting wildlife and habitats 
E7: Local green space 
 
Transport 
T1: Safe and easy access to Nether Stowey village 
T2: Development north of the A39 
T3: Protecting and enhancing pedestrian, cyclist and horse rider routes across the parish 
T4: Safe cycle route to Cannington 
T5: Improvement to car parking facilities 
T6: Transport statements 
  
Community 
C1: Protecting community buildings and amenities 
C2: School relocation 
C3: Recreation ground 
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Business 
B1: New businesses 
 

 
Any policies / proposals relating to these matters will be of localised effect. 
 

2.6 The policies are designed to realise the overall vision for Nether Stowey by focussing on 
achieving the following objectives: 

  
1. To reuse brownfield sites and where possible to renovate disused agricultural 

buildings; 
 

2. To encourage the delivery of appropriate housing, including affordable housing, to 
meet the whole life needs of the local community of Nether Stowey Parish; 

 
3. To protect the rural character and qualities of the parish and of the identity of the 

village, seek to positively influence the design of new development in the parish and 
to encourage energy efficiency, adequate parking and appropriate garden size to 
ensure suitable housing density; 

 
4. To support the retention and enhancement of the existing Conservation Areas in 

Nether Stowey; 
 

5. To support and protect identified Village Assets; 
 

6. To protect the character of our valued landscape; 
 

7. To protect our most valuable agricultural land from loss; 
 

8. To protect and enhance wildlife habitats and biodiversity; 
 

9. To protect existing and where possible increase the provision of public green space 
within the village; 

 
10. Ensure that any new development does not make existing road safety issues worse, 

and where possible improves road safety for all users; 
 

11. To work with the Highway Authority and Local Planning Authority to ensure that 
transport and movement within the Parish is appropriate, improve road safety, and 
to retain, promote and improve the network of footpaths, bridleways and cycle 
paths; 

 
12. To secure the provision of a cycle lane to Cannington; 

 
13. To improve car parking facilities and capability throughout he village; 

 
14. To support the preservation of existing community facilities whether in public or 

private ownership; 
 

15. To support the continued success of the school; 
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16. To protect from loss and support the improvement of existing facilities for children, 
including the Recreation Ground playing area and to i) maximise its use by 
encouraging the school to use it for formal and informal use, ii) to familiarise and 
introduce school aged children to the recreational and leisure opportunities 
available at the Recreation Ground so as to generate a more healthy and fit future 
population, and iii) to promote greater opportunities for school aged children to 
explore, experience and enjoy fitness and healthy lifestyles through both formal and 
informal leisure opportunities using the Recreation Ground; and 
 

17. To provide local employment and to encourage the growth of existing businesses. 
 
 
 
3. Consideration of the possible need for Strategic Environmental Assessment  
 
3.1 National Planning Practice Guidance states that: “Whether a neighbourhood plan proposal 

requires a strategic environmental assessment, and (if so) the level of detail needed, will 
depend on what is proposed. A strategic environmental assessment may be required, for 
example, where: 

• a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development 

• the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be 
affected by the proposals in the plan 

• the neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental effects that have not 
already been considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local 
Plan.” 

[Paragraph: 046, Reference ID: 11-046-20150209] 
 
3.2 The SEA Directive requires SEA to be carried out for specified types of plan or programme (as 

specified in Regulation 5(2), 5(3) and 5(4)): 

• a plan which is prepared for … town and country planning or land use, and sets the 
framework for future development consent of projects listed in Annex I or II to 
Council Directive 85/337/EEC … [i.e. the EIA Directive], or  

• a plan which, in view of the likely effect on sites, has been determined to require an 
assessment pursuant to Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats Directive [i.e. effects on Natura 
2000 sites] 

• a plan which sets the framework for future development consent of projects; and is 
the subject of a determination under regulation 9(1) or a direction under regulation 
10(3) that it is likely to have significant environmental effects 

 
 
3.3 The first of the above parameters (from Regulation 5(2)) would not normally implicate a NDP 

because unless the NDP is allocating land for EIA development, it is the NPPF and 
Sedgemoor Local Plan which “sets the framework for future development consents” of EIA 
development.  There are also “local level” and “minor modification” exemptions, as 
explained in paragraph 3.6.   
 

3.4 The second of the parameters identified at paragraph 3.2 (from Regulation 5(3)) relates to 
the Habitats Directive and this was examined separately by the Somerset County Ecologist, 
see the separate HRA report. The report concludes that the Plan is unlikely to result in 



Draft SEA Screening Report for Nether Stowey NDP Page 10 

 

significant effects on the integrity of European sites. Again, there are also “local level” and 
“minor modification” exemptions, as explained in paragraph 3.6. 

 
3.5 The third parameter (from Regulation 5(4)), requires consideration of “does the plan set the 

framework for future development consent of projects?” - in this case (unlike the first 
parameter) this is not limited to EIA development. 

 
3.6 For earlier NDP screening reports this Council was of the opinion that the supplementary 

nature of a NDP is such that it does not “set the framework”. However, amendments (SI 
2015/20) to the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 suggest that all NDP’s should be 
regarded as having the potential to “set the framework”. The amendment set a requirement 
that when they are submitted for examination all Neighbourhood Development Plans must 
be accompanied by either: 

i) an environmental report prepared in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3) of 
regulation 12 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations 2004(1); or 

(ii) where it has been determined under regulation 9(1) of those Regulations that the 
plan proposal is unlikely to have significant environmental effects (and, accordingly, 
does not require an environmental assessment), a statement of reasons for the 
determination. 
 

3.7 Therefore, it is necessary for each Neighbourhood Development Plan to be subject to further 
consideration of whether it is “likely to have significant environmental effects” - the 
“determination under regulation 9(1)” – regardless of whether the Plan is allocating 
development sites or not.  This further consideration requires assessment of the Plan against 
the criteria specified in Schedule 1 to the Regulations.  These same criteria are also utilised 
in assessing “local level” and “minor modification” exemptions that may apply in respect of 
plans initially caught under Regulation 5(2) or Regulation 5(3). 

 
3.8 The SEA Regulations require SEA for plans which: 

a) “determine the use of small areas at a local level” or which are 
b) “minor modifications” to plans,  

only when these are determined to be likely to cause significant environmental effects (Reg 
5(6)).  Therefore, even if a NDP were considered to “set the framework”, these exceptions to 
SEA may well apply, but Reg 9 sets out the determination procedure - this would require the 
Council to: 

a) take into account the criteria specified in Schedule 1 to the Regulations; and 
b) consult the consultation bodies (Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic 

England). 
 
3.9 The Council’s screening decision on whether SEA is required needs to consider all these 

various possibilities.  This is achieved through a step-by-step review using Table 1 (below) - 
this looks at the “Regulation 5 questions”. Part A3 is informed by the results of the 
assessment against the Regulation 9 / Schedule 1 criteria. The completed Regulation 
9/Schedule 1 criteria table forms the “Statement of Reasons” and is provided at Appendix 1.  
Consideration of the Regulation 9/Schedule 1 criteria has been further informed by 
reference to the Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal and other relevant evidence reports such 
as those submitted in support of recent planning applications (where the information has 
been accepted as accurate by the relevant consultation body).  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/20/regulation/2/made#f00004
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3.10 A formal conclusion in the form of a “Screening Opinion” is set out after Table 1 (paragraph 

3.11). 
 
 

Table 1 
 
Establishing if the Nether Stowey NDP is a “plan or programme” of a type which requires SEA 
under the provisions of The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 
2004 
 

  
Part A – The “Regulation 5” questions 
 

 
A1 

 
Is the plan of a description set out in Regulation 5(2)?, 
i.e.: 
(a)  prepared for agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, 
industry, transport, waste management, water 
management, telecommunications, tourism, town and 
country planning or land use, and 
(b)  sets the framework for future development consent 
of projects listed in Annex I or II to Council Directive 
85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain 
public and private projects on the environment, as 
amended by Council Directive 97/11/EC(a). 
 
- and if “yes”, does the Regulation 5(6) exemption 
potentially apply? [i.e. for (a) a plan which determines 
the use of a small area at local level; or (b) for a minor 
modification to a plan].  
 

 
Response 
 
NO. 
This NDP is prepared in relation 
to town and country planning, 
but does not “set the 
framework for future 
development consent for EIA 
development” because:  
(i) it doesn’t specifically relate to 
EIA development; and 
(ii) the policy framework is set 
at a higher level (emerging Local 
Plan/Core Strategy / NPPF).  
 

 
A2 

 
Is the plan of a description set out in Regulation 5(3)?, 
i.e.: 
A plan which, in view of the likely effect on sites, has 
been determined to require an assessment pursuant to 
Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats Directive. 
 
- and if “yes”, does the Regulation 5(6) exemption 
potentially apply? [i.e. for (a) a plan that determines the 
use of a small area at local level; or (b) for a minor 
modification to a plan]. 
 

Response 
YES 
However, the exemption applies 
because the Plan determines 
the use of a small area at a local 
level. 
Therefore, a determination 
under Regulation 9(1) has been 
made. This concludes that the 
plan is not likely to have 
significant environmental 
effects and therefore element 
(b) of the test is negative. 
 
The Determination under 
Regulation 9(1) (The “Statement 
of Reasons”) is set out at 
Appendix 1. 
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A3 

 
Is the plan of a description set out in Regulation 5(4)? 
i.e.: 
(a)  sets the framework for future development consent 
of projects; and 
(b)  is the subject of a determination under regulation 
9(1) or a direction under regulation 10(3) that it is likely 
to have significant environmental effects 
 
 
 

 
Response 
 
NO 
In respect of element (a) of this 
test, the policy framework is 
primarily set at a higher level 
(Local Plan / NPPF) and the NDP 
only adds detail to a small area 
at a local level; and a 
determination under Regulation 
9(1) concludes that the plan is 
not likely to have significant 
environmental effects and 
therefore element (b) of the 
test is negative. 
 
[The determination 
cannot/couldn’t  be made until 
the three consultation bodies 
(Environment Agency, Natural 
England and Historic England) 
had been consulted and 
approved the 
recommendation] 

 
The Determination under 
Regulation 9(1) (The “Statement 
of Reasons”) is set out at 
Appendix 1. 
 

 
3.11 SEA Screening Opinion: The Council considers that the Nether Stowey NDP is not a “plan or 

programme” of a type described at Regulation 5(2) or 5(4) of The Environmental Assessment 
of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. The Plan is a “plan or programme” of the type 
described at Regulation 5(3), however, the ‘small area’ exemption applies and a 
determination made under Regulation 9(1) concludes that the Plan is not likely to have 
significant environmental effects. Therefore, the Plan does not require SEA. The reasons are 
as set out in Table 1 and Appendix 1. 

 
3.12  The Determination under Regulation 9(1) incorporating the formal “Statement of Reasons” 

under Regulation 9(3) has been prepared as a separate document – reproduced here at 
Appendix 1.  In accordance with Regulation 11(1) and (2) copies of the Determination and 
Statement of Reasons will be/have been sent to each consultation body and made available 
at the Council’s principal office and on the Council’s website. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 
 

Sedgemoor District Council 
 
 

SEA Screening Opinion / Determination under Regulation 9(1) as to whether the Nether Stowey 
Neighbourhood Development Plan is likely to have significant environmental effects. 

 
Nether Stowey Neighbourhood Planning Group is currently producing the Nether Stowey 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) which will supplement (and partially supersede) the 
adopted Sedgemoor Core Strategy (or emerging Local Plan once adopted) and form part of the local 
development plan when finalised. As part of the production of a NDP the District Council is required 
to advise and assist the “qualifying body”, including in ensuring that the NDP does not breach, and is 
otherwise compatible with, European Union obligations.   
 
This includes deciding whether the NDP requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in 
accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC (“SEA Directive”) and associated Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (“SEA Regulations”). 
 
Insofar as the Nether Stowey NDP can be regarded as a “plan or programme which sets the 
framework for future development consent of projects” it is potentially caught by SEA Regulation 
5(4) [which could require an environmental assessment to be carried out].  Therefore, the District 
Council needs to determine (under the provisions of Regulation 9) whether or not the Nether 
Stowey NDP is “likely to have significant environmental effects”. 
 
Regulation 9(2) requires that before making such a determination, the District Council shall: 

a) take into account the criteria specified in Schedule 1 to these Regulations; and 
b) consult the consultation bodies [Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural 

England]. 
 
Regulation 9(3) requires that if the Council’s conclusion is that the plan is unlikely to have significant 
environmental effects (and, accordingly, does not require an environmental assessment), it shall 
prepare a statement of its reasons for the determination. 
 

Determination under SEA Regulation 9(1) 

 
Having regard to the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations, and consultation with 

Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural England the District Council has made a 

determination under Regulation 9 that the Nether Stowey Neighbourhood Development Plan is 

unlikely to have significant environmental effects (and, accordingly, does not require an 

environmental assessment). 
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Statement of Reasons 

The District Council has had regard to: 

1. the characteristics of the plan, and  

2. the characteristics of the potential effects and of the area potentially affected  

- including all of the particular matters under each of these headings as set out in Schedule 1 of the 

SEA Regulations.  

A response to each of the individual criteria is set out below in tabular form.  This will be/was shared 

in draft form with the consultation bodies and has been agreed by them / has not been disputed by 

them / has been modified slightly in response.  [Text to be adapted as applicable] 

This review of the individual criteria indicates that potential effects are limited / localised / negligible 

/ totally absent and therefore the conclusion is that the plan is unlikely to have significant 

environmental effects.  

1. The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to — 

(a)  the degree to which the 

plan or programme sets a 

framework for projects and 

other activities, either with 

regard to the location, nature, 

size and operating conditions 

or by allocating resources; 

 

Very limited degree - the Nether Stowey NDP is a localised (parish 

level) refinement of the framework set by the development plan 

(Local Plan) for Sedgemoor District.   

(b)  the degree to which the 

plan or programme influences 

other plans and programmes 

including those in a hierarchy; 

 

None - the Nether Stowey NDP is at the lowest level of the plan-

making hierarchy. 

 

(c)  the relevance of the plan 

or programme for the 

integration of environmental 

considerations in particular 

with a view to promoting 

sustainable development; 

 

Minor and localised relevance - it is a “basic condition” of any NDP 

that it should “contribute to the achievement of sustainable 

development” but there is no requirement for NDPs to be subject to 

sustainability appraisal.   

The plan includes an indication of how it intends to support 

development whilst also supporting the retention of local green 

spaces and the provision of sustainable transport schemes.  
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(d)  environmental problems 

relevant to the plan or 

programme; and 

 

The Nether Stowey NDP is neither  

(a) primarily responding to, nor  

(b) heavily constrained by significant environmental problems. 

A review of potential environmental constraints (Appendix 3) 

reveals that:  

• a small area (beside the brook, not near the village) of the 

Nether Stowey parish is within Flood Zone 3. 

• the village is on bus routes 14 and 15 which provide an 

infrequent service to Minehead, Cannington and 

Bridgwater. 

• two thirds of the parish is within the Lowland Hills – 

Stockland Hills landscape character area. The south-

western edge is within the Lowland Hills – Quantock 

Foothills landscape character area. 

• the Quantock Hills AONB boundary doesn’t extend into the 

Nether Stowey parish boundary but it does abut it on the 

western edge and so the village is very much within the 

setting of the AONB. 

• the village is well connected to a network of public 

footpaths providing access to the countryside and the 

Quantocks AONB. 

• the Conservation Areas within the village is divided into 

three areas; Stowey Castle, The Cross and St Mary’s 

Church/Stowey Court. 

• there is a large area of high archaeological potential 

spreading through (E-W) the village. 

• there are numerous listed buildings within the village, 

largely focussing around The Cross and along St Mary 

Street, Castle Street and Lime Street. 

• as it was a medieval town a substantial part of the village is 

covered by archaeological site designations. 

• Stowey Castle is a Scheduled Ancient Monument. 

• There are over 20 trees or tree groups with Tree 
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Preservation Orders within the parish area. 

• the majority of land within the parish is ALC grade 3. 

• the whole parish ranks within the top 20% (nationally) for 

the IMD2015 access to housing criteria. 

• there is a medical centre within the village. 

• the western half of the village, in theory, is in an area of 

ANGSt deficiency, i.e. is not within 300m of an area of 

accessible natural greenspace. In reality this is unlikely to 

be the case given the proximity to the AONB and public 

footpath network but should be taken in to consideration. 

• residents have access to two local food stores/convenience 

stores. 

• the HRA ‘appropriate assessment’ concludes no significant 

effect on European sites are likely. 

• the village is within the Vale of Taunton and Quantock 

Fringes National Character Area. The high priority 

landscape features of this NCA (for Countryside 

Stewardship purposes) are hedgerows, hedgerow trees, in-

field trees, bankside trees and permanent grassland. 

• the Nether Stowey NDP area is within a number of SSSI 

Impact zones relating to The Quantocks SSSI.  

• A Historic Environment Assessment (Jan 2017) and 

Addendum (July 2017) were prepared by Somerset Heritage 

Centre as part of the evidence base for the adopted 

Sedgemoor Local Plan. The assessment identified a number 

of potentially affected heritage assets: the conservation 

area, 1 grade I listed building, 3 grade II* listed buildings, 26 

grade II listed buildings, 5 scheduled monuments and 77 

historic environment records.  

• The Assessment also recommends a policy response for 

planning applications: “Planning applications should be 

screened for archaeological potential and applications must 

contain the information pertaining to the historic 
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environment as described in Policy D27, including 

archaeological assessment (Desk based assessment) and 

where appropriate evaluation in the form of geophysical 

survey and trial trenching. Where designated assets are 

likely to be impacted then an assessment of their setting 

should be carried out and a Heritage Statement should be 

provided to support planning applications”. 

 
No serious environmental problems 

(e)  the relevance of the plan 

or programme for the 

implementation of 

Community legislation on the 

environment (for example, 

plans and programmes linked 

to waste management or 

water protection). 

Not directly relevant to implementation of EC environmental 

legislation. 

[The plan does not contain policies linked to waste management or 

water protection.] 

 

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in particular, to 

— 

 

(a) the probability, duration, 

frequency and reversibility of 

the effects; 

The Plan seeks to add detail to policies within the Sedgemoor Local 

Plan. Any adverse effects from the higher-level policies have 

already been considered in the SA of the Sedgemoor Local Plan.  

Therefore, no significant environmental effects are anticipated. 

(b) the cumulative nature of 

the effects; 

 

None  

(No reason to anticipate the limited minor / negligible effects being 

significant cumulatively) 

(c) the trans-boundary nature 

of the effects; 

 

None 

(d) the risks to human health 

or the environment (for 

example, due to accidents); 

 

None 

(e) the magnitude and spatial 

extent of the effects 

The effects referenced at 2a are small scale and localised, and no 

effect on population is identified. 
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(geographical area and size of 

the population likely to be 

affected); 

[The Neighbourhood Plan affects the parish of Nether Stowey, 

which is approximately 406 Hectares in area and the 2011 census 

recorded a population of 1,373 usual residents with an average age 

of 48.2 years. There were 695 household units.] 

(f) the value and vulnerability 

of the area likely to be 

affected due to— 

(i) special natural 

characteristics or 

cultural heritage; 

(ii) exceeded 

environmental 

quality standards 

or limit values; or 

(iii) intensive land-use;  

No effect on valuable / vulnerable areas is predicted (see 1d). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(g) the effects on areas or 

landscapes which have a 

recognised national, 

Community or international 

protection status. 

No effect on nationally / internationally protected sites.   
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APPENDIX 2 

 
 
Consultation sent to the environmental bodies on 17th September 2018 
 
Response from Natural England received 30th October 2018 
 
Response from Historic England received 19th October 2018 
 
Revised response from Historic England received 31st October 2018 
 
Response from the Environment Agency No response received. 
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11th December 2018 
 
Claire Pearce 
Assistant Director 
Inward Investment and Growth 
Sedgemoor District Council 
Bridgwater House  
King Square  
Bridgwater  
Somerset  
TA6 3AR 
 


