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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 

Local Police  (emergencies: 999  or non-emergency: 101) 
Email somwestnptsedgemoor@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

 PC Tony Freeman, PC Claire Allen, Kim Wrixon, Jason Wyatt,  

Sue Marks (Hinkley issues only). @avonandsomerset.police.uk 

—————————————————————————————————— 
Antisocial behaviour 0800 298 2009 

Vandalism on the Quantock Hills call 101 

Household noise problems (Environmental Health) 0845 408 2540 

—————————————————————————————————— 

County Councillor:  Michael Caswell   01278 652 043
 MCaswell@somerset.gov.uk 
District Councillors:  Michael Caswell   01278 652 043     
 michael.caswell@sedgemoor.gov.uk 
   Julie Pay   01278 732 956 
   julie.pay@sedgemoor.gov.uk 

Nether Stowey Parish Council  Over Stowey Parish Council 

Clerk: Caro Slaymaker 733 779  Clerk: Amanda McMurren 734 689 

clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk  clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk 

——————————————————————————————————

Bookings Secretaries 

N/Stowey Church Centre  Pat Stacey  732 518 (9am—9pm) 

N/S Village Hall   Jan Miller 733 436  

O/Stowey Village Hall  Wendy Hill 732 194   

—————————————————————————————————— 

Quantock Medical Centre (if closed call  the NHS on 111) 
Reception: 732 696    Dispensary 733 385  

Email: quantock.mc@quantockmc.nhs.uk  NHS DIRECT 0845 46 47 

https://quantockmedicalcentre.gpsurgery.net/ 

 

Cannington Health Centre (if closed call 0845 408 8000) 
Reception: 652 335   Prescription line:  651 311    NHS DIRECT: 0845 46 47 

————————–————————————————————————— 

Other Community Facilities 
Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline 03454 040 506  

Thomas Poole Library  732 741        Currently closed 

Quantock Website Teresa Youe 733 223 www.quantockonline.co.uk 

Quantock Hills AONB  Georgie Grant  01823 451 884   

quantockhills@somerset.gov.uk 

Community Car Scheme (Stowey Shuttle) - 07943 923 742 - 48 hours in advance. 
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CHURCH CONTACT POINTS 
ST. MARY’S, Nether Stowey with  ST. PETER & ST. PAUL, Over Stowey 

 
Rector   Revd. Eleanor King    Tel:  734 777    
  The Rectory, 25 St Mary St. Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ   
  eleanor.king@hotmail.com   
      
Associate Priest Revd. Kate Sax    Tel. 671 168 
  The Vicarage, Church Road, Spaxton TA5 1DA 
  kate.kinkiizi@gmail.com   
  Working days:  Sun, Tues, Wed 
        
Church Wardens - Nether Stowey 
    Mr. Alan Simson    Tel: (01984) 632 773 
    Weacombe Gate, West Quantoxhead, TA4 4EB  
    Mrs. Gerry Wright    Tel: 734 584 
    25 Theillay Close, Nether Stowey, TA5 1JY 
Church Warden - Over Stowey 
    Mr. Peter Higginson   Tel: 732 102 
    Bincombe Tops, Over Stowey 
Church Centre Contact: 
       Mrs. Barbara Beer     Tel: 732 412  
 
Benefice Office:  Benefice Administrator    Tel:  732 855  
    Mrs. Rebecca Tinnelly  
    Church Centre, 27 St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ 
    Email: qv.benefice@gmail.com 

 
 

www.achurchnearyou.com    Facebook: Quantock Villages Benefice  
For safeguarding concerns, please see the church website at: 

www.quantockvillagesbenefice.org.uk 

The church buildings are sadly still closed, and we will get them open 

as soon as we can. Instead of worshipping God in our churches, each 

week we are loading up onto YouTube an on-line 30-minute service 

with music and readings for everyone to share in at home. If you 

would like to access this, please search Quantock Villages Benefice in 

YouTube and the service should come up. There is also a weekly 

service on paper available, please do give Revd Eleanor a phone call if 

you would like to receive this or have any queries regarding the on-

line service. 

http://www.quantockvillagesbenefice.org.uk/
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June 2020 

Dear All, 

With the lockdown continuing (even if it’s slightly less rigid) and social 
distancing likely to be with us for some time, we sadly don’t have any 
events or meetings to tell you about. All events, including the Women’s 
Walk and Quantock Hills Walking Festival, are cancelled. However, with 
the arrival of Summer, there are plenty of interesting things to do at home 
or out in our beautiful countryside. I count my blessings every day to be 
living here with so many stunning walks right on my doorstep.  

Thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers who helped to deliver April’s 
edition of The Quantock Messenger to every household in Nether Stowey 
and Over Stowey - 950 homes. We couldn’t have done it without you. 
Thank you also to the volunteers who have helped to distribute this 
newsletter to our subscribers. This is our first time producing the 
Messenger for online viewing as well, I would love to hear your feedback. 

VE Day celebrations were rather muted, but lots of streets did our villages 
proud with their decorations and community spirit, as did so many children 
who made poppies to display around the village. Vicki Fielder did an 
amazing job mobilising everyone from self-isolation to create such a 
variety of artwork (see p.18-19 for all the poppies).  

It’s uplifting to see all the rainbows on display in windows too, thanking 
our NHS and all other keyworkers who are working so hard during these 
difficult times. I’m sure children are also loving spotting all the teddies in 
residents’ windows as well.  

We have a special new section celebrating achievements of our residents. 
If you know of anyone who deserves a huge congratulations, please send 
me the details. This month we are celebrating the charity fundraising 
efforts of 2 young boys, 7-yr old Ollie Arrigoni and 9-yr old Jake 
Richardson (my son!), see page 25 for all the details.  

If you are feeling lonely or in need of any help, please contact our 
volunteer coordinators (as detailed in the following pages) as there are 
lots of people in the village who are signed up to offer help or a friendly 
chat. 

Keeping my fingers crossed that we can start to rebuild our social calendar 
soon. 

Take care, Ruth x 

A huge thank you to Sarah and the team at Grandfield & Son for kindly printing 
the newsletter edition for our subscribers. It saved our usual team from having 

to print, collate and assemble the newsletter at this difficult time. 
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Dear All, 

One of the positive things about lockdown is more time to enjoy the 

beauty of the countryside around us especially in this good weather 

and longer days. But sadly, there are challenges and fear around us 

too. 

In the Bible, in his first letter, John talks about love, saying that love 

drives out fear. The love of God for each one of us being a comfort 

and support, and our love and care for one another too. 

We see this in the great sense of community in the Stoweys. 

Prescriptions collected, shopping delivered, telephone calls and 

conversations over garden fences …. and I hear a cream tea on VE 

day! All socially distanced! Thank you for all you are doing to help 

those around you; it is making a huge difference. 

I thank you too for your generosity towards the Quantock Food Bank; 

the demand for food is up by 80%. Each Monday food is collected 

from the Church Centre porch at 11:00am – donations can be dropped 

off from 9:30am. Thank you to all who have contributed. 

Jesus and his disciples suffered fear and indeed lockdown following 

Christ’s resurrection too. Fearing the authorities around them, they 

spent time hidden away. But Jesus came to visit them reassuring them 

that he is alive; his love drove out their fear. When Jesus finally left 

them, ascending into heaven to be with his Father, he promised to 

send them a Helper – the Holy Spirit. This Helper would be an 

encourager, a companion and guide. A presence and a love that 

would drive out their fear and give them courage to step out into the 

world to tell the good news of Christ. And they did, and that is why 

some 2000 years on, we celebrate the birthday of the Church this 

week. 

So, in the anxiety and fear of today, let us know that each one of us is 

loved by God and others too, and in being loved, know that our fears 

- often by sharing them or in praying – can be lightened. We are not 

alone. This has been so evident over the last nine weeks – so let us 

keep going in showing our God-given love and care for each other. 

I hope you can enjoy the longer, lighter days. 

May God bless you, Revd Eleanor 
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LOCAL SERVICES AVAILABLE DURING THIS TIME 

INFORMATION CORRECT ON 20TH MAY.  

THESE ARE ALL SMALL LOCAL BUSINESSES - PLEASE SUPPORT THEM. 

Faun & Co, Butcher, Nether Stowey   732 270  

You can call and pay over the phone, either a neighbour can collect for 
you or they will deliver to your house. Offer meat, fish, vegetables, bread 
(at weekends) and sauces / marinades.  

Little’s, Supermarket, Nether Stowey   732 249  

You can call and pay over the phone, either a neighbour can collect for 
you or they will deliver to your house. Also accept cash or cheque on 
delivery. Full range of foodstuffs and non-food items.  

Opening hours: 7am-7pm Monday-Saturday, 8am-5pm Sunday 

Post Office, Nether Stowey     732 235  

Cannot take payment over the phone. Will deliver to you if possible, hope 
to continue to have their delicious quiches, sausage rolls and more 
available.  

Opening hours: 9-11am & 2-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-12:30 Sat 

Blackmore Farm, Cannington    651 154  

You can call and pay over the phone, either a neighbour can collect for 
you or they will deliver to your house. Offer ready meals, milk, frozen 
food, bread, vegetables, dry foods as well as logs and kindling.  

Croft Farm Butchers, Cannington    652 230  

You can call and pay over the phone, either a neighbour can collect for 
you or they will deliver to your house. Offer meat, fruit, vegetables, dairy 
products and can also deliver bakery items from the bakery next door.  

The Village Bakery, Cannington    651 047  

You can call and pay over the phone and a neighbour can collect for you. 
If you are buying food from the butcher’s, you can add your bakery order 
and pay for it all in a single payment.  

Spar, Cannington      653 224 

You can call and pay over the phone and a neighbour can collect for you 
or they can deliver. Full range of foodstuffs and non-food items.  

Spar, Stogursey      732 304  

You can call and pay over the phone and a neighbour can collect for you 
or they can deliver. Full range of foodstuffs and non-food items.  
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Plowright Organic Farm   www.plowrightorganic.co.uk  

Veg boxes from your local organic farm are available for home delivery. 
See website or email plowrightorganic@gmail.com 

Chef’s Country Cuisine   enquiries@chefscountrycuisine 

Local chef, Sam Salway, cooks healthy ready-made meals (fresh or frozen)  
that can be collected or delivered to your home. Card payment by phone, 
BACS transfer or cash / card on delivery. Menu on website 
www.clavelshaybarn.co.uk/home-delivery. Tel. 07596 488 438 

Quantock Steamers, Stogursey    07794 663 942 

Local business producing freshly made steamed sponge puddings and 
meat suet puddings. Suitable for microwaving or freezing. Either collect or 
they can deliver. Card and cash payment available. 
www.quantocksteamers.co.uk 

Keystone Pizzeria     07496 039 472* 

New online order service for home delivery: 
keystonepizzeriaonlineorder20.square.site *Only phone if you have no 
online access please! Card and cash payment. 

Purplespoon Café, Bridgwater     726 011 

Boxes of Magic (antipasti, cheese, sandwiches and more) available for 
home delivery Thursday-Sunday 12pm-9pm. See Facebook page for full 
details. Order by phone or FB Messenger. 

Paisley’s Café and Farm Shop    732 207 

Home delivery of fruit and veg boxes, bread, cheese, milk and other 
essentials. Takeaway burger & wrap night on Wednesdays. Call and pay by 
phone. 

The Cottage Inn     07379 520 552 

Takeaway and home delivery available on Wednesday (pie night), Friday 
(cod & chips night) and Sunday roast dinner. Email thecottage-
inn@btconnect.com or text the above number. Pay by card or BACS. 

Greenway Farm   https://lifeatgreenway.com/delivery/ 

Weekend collection or delivery of 3 course dinners. Sunday lunches and 
afternoon teas. Menu is at the above website. Order by email 
lifeatgreenway@aol.com or call 07557 449591. Pay by card over the 
phone or BACS. 

Grandfield & Son     732 219 

Open for collections and local deliveries, please ring in advance for large 
timber orders. Temporary hours 8am-4.30pm Mon-Fri  and Saturday 
8.30am-12noon. [The Funeral Directors operates a 24hr emergency 
service]. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flifeatgreenway.com%2Fdelivery%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR16HsFWPwFOXJszy3RR8e4GbjVBpuoJdUChbT7WmJWQJJEHtCl98UTOsqA&h=AT0zVKUjHCXELRM5tjPc3ErtOJ6XSx9KOpdSXPySnEiIP7HtKh-BaW_XCVAS_h82tfSauKp4cCsPkZbMszv394VXkSKYAUoA5WtoenASIR
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Meditation Classes 
with Julia 

www.sophiasways. 
co.uk 

FREE meditation / 
relaxation classes 
with local yoga 
teacher, Julia, on 
Sundays  5pm -
5:45pm via Zoom. 
See website for full 
details of these 
classes plus online 
yoga classes. Or 
email jmseaton1@  
btinternet.com or 
message via Next 
Door Nether Stowey. 
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Somerset County Council has commissioned end-of-life charity Marie Curie and 
mental health charity Mind in Somerset to provide bereavement support for 

people in Somerset in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Somerset Bereavement Support Service  
0800 3047 412 (Monday to Saturday, 9am to 5pm) 

In the first instance, for those over 18, telephone support calls will be provided 
by Marie Curie Companions, specially trained volunteers who can offer 
emotional support to bereaved people or support in some cases pre-
bereavement. The service can also provide support to professionals in 
Somerset dealing with bereavement in their work setting. Where further 
support is needed, the Marie Curie Companion volunteers will carefully link 
people to specialist Mind in Somerset bereavement support workers who will 
deliver up to six bereavement counselling sessions.  This service is available to 
adults and children over 12 years.    

Susan Hoyle, Bereavement Lead, Mind in Somerset, said: “We would like people 
to know, including professionals and young people, that we are here for you to 
help and support if you have experienced a loss during these very difficult 
times.” 
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NETHER STOWEY PARISH COUNCIL 

The Parish Council office remains closed but councillors are still working 
from home and can be contacted on the below details. 

For non-medical assistance, including prescription delivery (patients need 
to give their consent to the Medical Centre direct) please contact Caro 
Slaymaker by e-mail (clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk) or mobile 07444 
032 311 as she has a list of volunteers who can help with shopping, dog 
walking etc.  For medical advice, call the Medical Centre or the NHS 111 
service. 

There is lots of useful info on the Parish Council website http://
netherstowey-pc.gov.uk/corona-virus/ and on various posts from the 
Parish News menu option. 

There is now a central number for help from the District and County 
Council (see previous page). 

QUANTOCK MEDICAL CENTRE 

We would like to thank all the volunteers who have come forward 
to help deliver medications to those patients who are self- 
isolating and shielding due to the coronavirus, this has been 

enormously helpful and greatly appreciated. 

We would like to also thank patients for their support whilst we 

have had to change the way we run the Medical Centre. We are 
trying to reduce rates of cross-infection for patients and staff and 

these changes will be in place for the foreseeable future. 

We are, and always have been, open for business. However, we 

are unable to let patients just walk into the practice. 

Appointments 
We ask that patients call 01278 732 696 for a telephone triage 
appointment with an appropriate clinician first, they will then be 
able to help on the phone or may ask you to come in to the 

practice to be seen.   

You can also go to our website  (Google search: Quantock Medical 
Centre or www.quantockmedicalcentre.gpsurgery.net) where we 
have an eConsult facility which you can use to contact us and we 

will get back  to you as soon as possible. 

When you call in we will ask you a few questions. Please be 
honest with our team about your symptoms; we will not refuse to 
see you. Your health is our main concern, but it is helpful to know 

what we are dealing with. 

mailto:clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk
http://netherstowey-pc.gov.uk/corona-virus/
http://netherstowey-pc.gov.uk/corona-virus/
http://www.quantockmedicalcentre.gpsurgery.net
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If you have an appointment with the Nurse or Doctor please do 
not come to the surgery  before your appointment time. You will 
not get seen any quicker and we would like  to reduce the amount 

of people in the waiting area for your own safety, maintaining 

social distancing.  

New requirement: YOU MUST WEAR A FACE COVERING WHEN 

YOU ATTEND THE HEALTH CENTRE. 

If you have a medical condition you might wish to purchase your 
own Blood Pressure monitor (approx. £25), thermometer (approx. 
under £5) and/or pulse-oximeter (approx. £20) to keep with your 
first aid box. Your doctor or nurse may ask you for these readings 
and it would save you regular trips to the Medical Centre if you 

could do these at home and have the results available for your 

telephone appointment.  

Medication 
Prescriptions can be ordered by phone  01278 733 385 Monday to 
Friday  10am-12 noon  or 4-5pm or by email: 

quantock.mc@nhs.net 

You can collect your medication:  Monday to Friday 10am–12 noon 

and 4–6pm.  

We currently have someone to help hand over your medication at 
the door but will try to change the door system to allow ‘one in 
and one out ‘ during these hours only, reminding people to 
maintain social distancing  with respect and kindness to one 

another at all times. 

Testing for COVID-19 
If you feel that you do have COVID-19 symptoms (a high 
temperature, a new continuous cough, a loss or change to your 
sense of smell or taste) you can refer yourself for an antigen test 
via  https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19. There is another type of test 
(antibody test) that checks if you've already had the virus; this 

test is not available yet.  

To keep up to date with what is happening and the latest news on 
COVID-19 please use the official government website: 

www.gov.uk  

Take care and do contact us if you need medical care, we are open 

to help you. 

Helen Stacey, Practice Manager Quantock Medical Centre 

mailto:quantock.mc@nhs.net
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Government food parcel no longer needed? 

If you received an NHS letter and if you have registered as shielding, 
you may have received a weekly food parcel. This will contain enough 
food for one adult for one week. If you want to cancel this, do one of 
the following: 

• refuse the parcel when it is delivered, this will then cancel it and 
remove you from the government distribution list 

• go to GOV.UK where you registered as shielded, go to the 
question 'Do you have a way of getting essential supplies 
delivered at the moment?'. You previously answered ‘no’ to this 
question, please now reply as ‘yes’. You will then be removed 
from the government distribution list 

• call 0800 028 8327 and make sure you have your NHS number 
(this will be on the top of your NHS letter). This is an automated 
phone line and you will need to follow the instructions. You will 
be asked the question 'Do you have a way of getting essential 
supplies delivered at the moment?'. You previously answered ‘no’ 
to this question, please now reply as ‘yes’. You will then be 
removed from the government distribution list 

Please note that deregistering from the food parcels will not cause you 
to lose your priority status slot for supermarket delivery. 

Donating unwanted food parcels / food donations 

EITHER Bridgwater Foodbank: 01278 434636 or 07804 119273  
W: http://bridgwater.foodbank.org.uk/   
E: info@bridgwater.foodbank.org.uk  

OR the Quantock Food Bank collects food donations every Monday 
from the Church Centre porch in Nether Stowey at 11:00am – 
donations can be dropped off anonymously from 9:30am.  

OVER STOWEY NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

There is a network of volunteers in place to collect emergency supplies 
and prescriptions for residents of Over Stowey Parish.  

Contact Tam Weeks. 

Mobile: 07841 866 596 (between 8am-8pm only please) 

Email: tam.weeks@yahoo.co.uk 

If you want to contact outside of 8am-8pm, please contact using text 
message, Facebook Messenger, Nextdoor or WhatsApp. 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable
tel:07841%20866596
mailto:tam.weeks@yahoo.co.uk
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With pub lockdown likely to continue until July, why not join us for a virtual 
pub quiz at 8.30pm every Monday? The quizzes alternate between a classic 

pub quiz and a fun and easy musical bingo. For details e-mail  
theoldciderhouse@gmail.com and ask to be put on the mailing list. 

NATURAL THOUGHTS WITH NIGEL 

Lockdown Wildlife 

This is definitely one of those blessing in disguise situations! 

Having walked around our garden, very slowly, several times a day for 
the past fifty two days that we have been in lockdown, has given me a 
wonderful insight into the lives of the many, very small, creatures that 
live in our garden.  Our patch, between Castle Street and the Tanyard, 
is very much managed for wildlife and we regularly see lots of birds, 
butterflies, bees and hoverflies without the need for much searching. 
But the change to being in the garden most of the day and the 
complete slowdown in the pace of life has revealed large numbers of 
tiny creatures not seen before. In particular, several types of solitary 
bees that are only 3.5 mm long and that move so fast that you can 
hardly focus on them feeding in a flower before they dash off again. 
They must have always been in the garden but they needed a slower 
pace of life to give time to spot them. 

Perhaps the most surprising thing seen during this time was to see a 
water vole making its way up the stream in the garden with a large bit 
of vegetation in its mouth. As far as I know, apart from the water voles 
at WWT Steart Marshes there are no recent records for water voles 
around the Stoweys. Water vole numbers have dropped massively in 
the UK due to habitat loss and predation by mink. So to suddenly see 
one in the Stowey Brook was a real treat. But perhaps there are water 
voles in and around the Stoweys and perhaps others have had 
sightings of them? If you think you have seen a water vole I would be 
more than delighted to hear about it. 

nigelphillips@thesomersetcoast.co.uk   

mailto:theoldciderhouse@gmail.com
mailto:nigelphillips@thesomersetcoast.co.uk
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OBITUARIES 

Revd. Bob Parker (1934-2020), Vicar of Nether Stowey and Over 

Stowey from 1973 to 1993 died on 3
rd
 April peacefully at his home in 

Street where he had retired to live with his wife Vera. He had been in 

decline for several months. Bob was just a few days short of his 86
th
 

birthday. He and Vera had celebrated their diamond wedding last 

summer. His funeral service was held at Taunton Crematorium on 15
th
 

April under the coronavirus restrictions. A ‘Service of Thanksgiving’ is 

expected to be held in Nether Stowey Church as soon as conditions 

will allow. 

Bob grew up in the Diocese and trained at The London College of 

Divinity. He was ordained in Bristol Cathedral in 1959 and did 

curacies in Chippenham and Swindon. He got to know George Carey, 

later to become Archbishop of Canterbury, whilst at college. He spent 

seven years in the Auckland diocese in New Zealand. In 1971, on his 

return to the UK, Bob became Vicar of Nether and Over Stowey, 

remaining there for 22 years and was Rural Dean of Quantock. His 

last appointment was at Pitminster and Corfe before retiring to Street 

in 1999. He is survived by his wife, Vera, three sons Ian, Stephen and 

Andrew, eight grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

Whilst at Nether Stowey, Bob introduced ‘Parish Weekends’ at Brunel 

manor in Torquay as well as overseeing the building of The Church 

Centre (ably assisted by David Bell as treasurer). It was during his time 

as Vicar that the tradition of a cross on Castle Hill, made by Bert 

Trout, and a procession to mark Good Friday was begun and also the 

staging of a live tableau in the centre of the village at Christmas, now 

known as ‘Carols on the Cross’.     PP 

Monique Boolaky was a resident living in Nether Stowey for over 30 

years. She lived in Lime Street and later on Jackson’s Lane.  Many 

years ago she worked in the surgery and her partner, my father, is still 

living in Jackson’s Lane. She knew many people in the village and was 

a regular in the post office, the butcher’s and the village shops.  Sadly, 

Mum passed away on 6th May at Musgrove Park Hospital after a 

courageous battle against coronavirus. She had had an incredibly hard 

three years, having suffered a brain aneurysm in 2017. 

Astra Baker - Monique’s eldest daughter  



 

 15 

Philip Crabb (1943-2020) had lived with his wife Viv in Wilson’s Close 

for many years. They celebrated their Golden Wedding just last year. 

Philip died at The Bristol Heart Institute on 7th March aged 76 years. 

Due to the coronavirus restrictions, the only mourners present were his 

wife Viv, their children Charlotte and Christian and their grandchildren 

but the service was webcast with people watching from all around the 

world as well as Nether Stowey. Christopher said that his Dad was a 

much loved and respected husband, father, brother and grandfather, 

never to be forgotten.       PP 

Margaret Harrison passed peacefully away at her home in Taunton on 

11
th
 May aged 72. Margaret (Maggie) will be known to many in 

Nether Stowey where she lived for many years with her husband 

Derek and children Amanda and Louise. Due to current restrictions a 

private funeral took place at Taunton Deane Crematorium on 

Wednesday 20th May 2020. Her daughter Amanda gave a beautiful 

tribute to her mum touching on the many things she was involved in 

including the Quantock Players, the flower show, flower club and 

being a school governor at Haygrove. Donations for St Margaret’s 

hospice are be ing received in her memory at 

www.margaretharrison.muchloved.com or can be sent c/o Grandfield 

& Son, TA5 1HZ.       SB 

Phil Dancey died on 21
st
 April in the Avalon Care Home in Bridgwater. 

He had lived for many years with his wife Sue in the Tanyard in 

Nether Stowey where they had a lovely garden. In these difficult times 

the funeral arrangements will be limited, though I believe the family 

will consider organising some sort of a gathering to remember him 

when conditions allow. 

PP 

Did You Know? 

Nether Stowey had its own 9-hole golf course from 1905 until WWI. The 
season was from October to June and there were only 21 members. 
There is no record of where exactly this golf course was. Does anyone 
know? 
 

http://www.margaretharrison.muchloved.com/
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Nether Stowey Celebrates VE 75  In Style  

The residents of Five Lords, Barn Close and Longstone Close in Nether 
Stowey Celebrated Victory in Europe in style, with nearly all households 
setting up on their front lawns to enjoy hot May sunshine. 

Folks from in their teens to their 90s set up in their front gardens to show 
that we can celebrate safely in lockdown. 

Social distancing was followed at all times but neighbours still chatted to 
those that they had not spoken to for a while. 

Sounds from the Era included: 

• Air raid sirens 

• Winston Churchill’s end of war speech  

• A toast "To those who gave so much, we thank you" 

• Music from of the era 

• All Clear Siren 

Clearly, everyone look pleased to be with others again at this unique 
opportunity to celebrate those who did so much for us to give us the lives we 
lead today. 

Thanks to all in Five Lords, Barn Close and Longstone Close for making it  a 
Day to Remember. 

Mike Arrigoni 

PANTO 2020 

Will there be a pantomime this year? That is the leading question, we have to 
plan ahead as though we will be doing a panto, and if we find that this is not 
possible then our plans will be moved forward to Panto 2021. 

In the meantime, to update you, we will have a new director, Jemima 
Colenso.  Jemima had been involved with Quantock Players for many years, 
and returned last year full of enthusiasm, and expressed an interest in 
directing this year's show.  

Jemima is confident that she can do auditions on line, and has already put a 
great deal of time into planning our next show, to say nothing of her 
boundless enthusiasm.  Rehearsals will be structured so that you will only 
need to attend when your part is being rehearsed, to avoid sitting around 
waiting for your call to go on stage. 

Jemima has the full support of myself and Wendy, and we wish her well with 
Panto 2020, or maybe Panto 2021.  

Mike Onions 
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CYCLISTS 

It is usually fine to cycle on public bridleways and byways (roads used as 
public paths) but not on public footpaths, such as through our local 

woods.  Generally, use of public footpaths for bikes is not only illegal but 
dangerous, being narrow and also sometimes steep, rutted and otherwise 

unsuitable - as well as posing a threat to walkers!   

Thank you, cyclists, for your cooperation and consideration.  Thank you 
also to our Parish Path Liaison Officers (PPLOs) for their advice. 

YESTERDAYS … in Nether Stowey - in the Old Gaol on The Cross  

News from the village over the years, including murder, stoned 
squirrels, valuable treasure and Tom Poole’s celebrity guests will be 
on display in the Old Gaol from the end of May to July, with thanks to 
Dave Harrison at the Old Bakery, Castle Street.  
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Beautiful poppies designed and made by Stowey 
children following the school’s closure on 20th 

March in commemoration of 
THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY  

8TH MAY 2020 
Thank you to Vicki Fielder for organising! 
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Good News at Grandfield’s  - Samantha Stephens DIP FAA DIP FD 

If you have, in the last few years, asked Grandfield & Son to arrange a 
funeral, you may well have met Samantha – the ‘new girl’ who came 
to provide maternity cover for Sarah when she started her family and 
has proved to be much too valuable to ‘let go’. 

Samantha (Sam) started at Grandfield’s in 2013. Previously she had 
worked with other Funeral Directors before taking time out to give 
birth to her daughter Hollie. 

Over the past 18 months, Sam has been studying for her ‘Diploma in 
Funeral Arranging and Administration’ and ‘Diploma in Funeral 
Directing’. This involved many trips to Birmingham and much home 
study. It was quite a slog but a very successful one as Sam achieved 
straight A’s and a Distinction in the written exam. So, you will now be 
receiving the attention of Samantha Stephens DIP FAA DIP FD 

Sam is also active in other spheres having run a half marathon to raise 
nearly £900 for Macmillan nurses in memory of her dad. She has an 
interest in horses, which became apparent when she led a funeral 
cortege on horseback in March last year. Sam is not only a good 
organiser but excels in the caring of bereaved families. 

Congratulations, Sam!       PP 

GARDENING NOTES 

What a strange year!  The effect of the lockdown 
has meant that many of us have had much more 
time to spend in our gardens or on our allotments 

and it has provided not only wonderful exercise but 
a greater appreciation of all things natural. The 
surrounding countryside has never looked better – 
so many shades of green and strong vibrant 

growth and not forgetting the bird song!  

Whilst we have enjoyed some wonderful weather our soil has 
plenty of moisture deeper down but the sowing and planting depth 

has dried and seeds and plants do need care in establishing. 

Vegetables:  Many vegetables can continue to be sown to provide 
a succession. This includes lettuce in its many forms, rocket, salad 

onions, radish as well as carrots, beetroot, peas and dwarf beans.  

Plant out outdoor tomatoes and any other frost tender vegetables 
such as runner beans and sweetcorn and transplant any brassicas 

and leeks. Leeks are increasingly susceptible to leek moth and will 
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benefit from being covered with fleece or enviromesh. This is an 
important month to keep the hoe moving between crops.  Not only 
for weed control but also to keep the surface soil open. Keep 

potatoes regularly earthed up to help improve yield, prevent green 
potatoes and weed control. By mid-June allow asparagus foliage to 
develop and manufacture carbohydrates which are stored in the 
plant’s fleshy root system.  Apply a dressing of general-purpose 
fertiliser to boost growth and a good watering if necessary. This 

will lay a foundation for next year’s crop. 

Fruit: Strawberries will be ripening and should have straw or 
matting placed under the fruits to stop soil splash and should 
damp weather prevail check for fruits with grey mould and remove 
to avoid it spreading to clean fruit. Protect strawberries and 

redcurrants from birds with netting. 

Flowers:  Biennials such as sweet william and foxglove can be 
sown in trays or pots as can wallflowers, winter flowering pansies 
and polyanthus for next year.  Remember to regularly dead head 
perennials following flowering and check any plant support that is 
required. Strong healthy shoots on fuchsias and pelargoniums will 

make good softwood cuttings. 

Shrubs and climbers: plants for free are always welcome and now 

is the time to take cuttings from many of our shrubs.  These are 
soft wood cuttings as above and from shrubs such as berberis, 

cornus, hebe, deutzia, philadelphus, ribes and weigela.   

Plants that have been grafted or budded such as roses, fruit trees 
and some ornamental trees may have thrown up suckers from the 
rootstock. These should be removed carefully as close to the 

rootstock as possible.  

Keep on top of training and tying in strong new shoots on climbing 
and rambling roses. At the base they are comparatively weak and 
strong winds can break them.  Ensure that any container grown 
shrubs that have been recently planted are kept well watered to 

aid establishment.  

Most importantly stay safe and healthy and enjoy your gardening! 

Nick Rigden 
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Love Musgrove Launches Covid-19 Response Fund 

Love Musgrove, the official charity of Musgrove Park Hospital, 
has launched a campaign to raise money to support the 
incredible work of local NHS staff.  

Love Musgrove is here to support the NHS and staff at Musgrove Park and 
will continue to do so during this difficult time. Staff are working incredibly 
hard to keep us safe; their dedication, commitment and passion to continue 
to deliver exceptional care during this unprecedented period is truly 
inspirational and the Charity are extremely proud of them.  

In light of their hard work, and the challenges facing the community, the 
Charity are encouraging everyone to rally behind Musgrove as well as saying 
thank you to staff during this extremely difficult time. The best way to say 
thank you is to donate to Love Musgrove’s brand new Covid-19 Response 
Fund, where money can be used where it is most needed, which includes: 

• Funding wellbeing packs/gifts for staff and volunteers on wards/
departments (this could include food deliveries, high energy/protein 
bars/drinks, snacks, refreshments, wash kits, overnight stay kits, 
furniture for rest rooms, etc.) 

• Purchasing food to make meals for staff during shifts, kindly being 
supported by Taunton School and Somerset Larder. 

• Equipment and support for the busiest departments, like ITU (Intensive 
Therapy Unit) and A&E. 

• Items to support patients in isolation like DAB Radios and iPads. 

• Cost of travel, parking, accommodation for NHS staff and volunteers. 

• Volunteer expenses. 

• This list is not exhaustive  

There are several easy ways to donate: 

Donate online at www.lovemusgrove.org.uk/covid19  

Text MUSGROVE followed by your donation amount (between £1 & £20) 
to 70085 

Send a cheque, made payable to ‘Love Musgrove Covid-19’ to 
Fundraising Office, Musgrove Park Hospital, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 
5DA 

To keep up to date with those members of the community who are taking on 
fundraising challenges and actively supporting our work, and to support 
them directly, head to the Love Musgrove website at 
www.lovemusgrove.org.uk/covid19. 

If you would like to get involved in supporting the Covid-19 Response Fund 
in a more active way, please get in contact with the Love Musgrove 
Fundraising Team at fundraising@tst.nhs.uk or on 07557 012 467. 

http://www.lovemusgrove.org.uk/covid19
http://www.lovemusgrove.org.uk/covid19
mailto:fundraising@tst.nhs.uk
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THANK YOU to so many for their work during this time of 

crisis:  

• NHS staff in general, but in particular the team at our 

medical centre and dispensary 

• Care workers in care homes and in the community 

• Paramedics and Armed Forces 

• Police and Fire Brigade 

• Staff across all our local shops  

• Delivery staff and posties  

• Teachers (especially at our school) who are working 

hard to keep our children’s learning on track through 

home schooling and who are in school caring for key 

worker children (including over school holidays)   

• Bin men 

• Farmers and all food producers / suppliers 

• Volunteers across the community who have helped 

deliver medicines or shopping, telephoned the lonely 

and generally kept an eye on their neighbours 

• All the other key workers who are keeping our 

country and villages going just now! 



24 

 

 

THE MARION EVERED TRUST 

As we have mentioned, all fundraising events have been put on 
hold for the foreseeable future due to the pandemic affecting the 
world, but we would like to update those that have helped and 

donated to the charity. 

As a charity, we have made a £5,000 donation to the NHS to help 

them out in this very difficult period. 

Also, we have had feedback as to how another £5,600 donation 
that was made to Oak Children’s Ward has been used to aid the 

ward at Musgrove. The following was purchased with our donation: 

• Aurescopes – a device to look in a child’s ears and 
thoroughly assess  them. This piece of equipment can be 
used on every child of all ages, it is an essential part of 
examining every child. The cost is £1,400 each – it is quite a 

technological piece of equipment these days. 

• A biligun – this is to measure how jaundiced a baby is. The 
skin of some babies will turn yellow after birth which makes 
them unwell and need treatment. The biligun measures how 
yellow the baby is and allows the midwife to act and treat 
appropriately. The reason that this is needed is because 
more work is having to be carried out in the community to 
reduce the footfall into hospital, therefore keeping the babies 
and parents safe and away from people they don’t need to 

come into contact with. This costs £4,000.  

• The remainder of the funds will go towards PPE within the 

ward. 

We hope that you can all stay safe and heathy and hopefully we 

can get back to normal sometime soon. 

Will Barrow 

STOWEY GREEN SPACES 

Our regular local Stowey Maintenance Group, Litter Picking 
activities and collaboration with our Primary School are still on 
hold, as are the wider volunteer group visits. You may be able to 
add value to your exercise outings though, as we have been doing 
on an individual basis, armed with protection and suitable tools - 
gloves and secateurs can achieve wonders - and always alert to 
the bird nesting season that is at its busiest until the end of July 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Jake 

Richardson (9 years old) who raised 

almost £500 for Guide Dogs UK walking 

5km or more every day for a week at the 

start of May.  

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Ollie Arrigoni 

(7 years old) who has raised £430 (so far) 

for Mind by cycling 1,000 laps of his 

garden!!   

Ollie’s fundraising is still live, to donate: 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

oliver-arrigoni 

and also the breeding season for small mammals:  

• Stowey Wood - snip off any brambles encroaching on the 
paths and keep an eye out for chiffchaffs, brimstone 

butterflies and more … 

• Millennium Wood - nettles and bracken removal 

• The Mount - bracken removal 

• A39 Bypass Path - cut bramble back to last year's grass line 
(apparent because of the dead grass visible still) between 

Lime Street and the entrance to the Village Hall car park 

• Recreation Ground - pull the nettles from beside the stream, 

and keep an eye out for the goldfinches 

• Litter - we can supply bags and lend picker sticks and 
hoops.  Thank you to all who pick up litter as a matter of 

course anyway! 
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OR …. with binoculars, if you have them, and mobile phone 
camera: listen and look, identify and photo birds, flowers, 
butterflies and plants - common or rare - and let us have a list, 

pictures and even sound as well, with place and date of your 
findings for our database.  Have you tried an identification app, 

such as iNaturalist? 

OR …… if you can’t get out in the fresh air, would you volunteer to 
collate the database for us so that we can put on a show at the 

Thomas Poole Library when these peculiar times come to an end?  

Contact:  Judith Greig, mrsjudithgreig@gmail.com, 01278 732 483  

STOWEY WALKING 

On 23rd March the UK government brought in a lockdown to 
prevent the spread of the Corona Virus (COVID-19 illness) in the 
UK. This has meant only going out for essential shopping and 

employment and for one hour of exercise each week.  We are now 
advised that we have reached the height of the pandemic in the 
UK. However there is a strong possibility that social-distancing will 
remain in place in the UK for some considerable time to come. The 
government has now published a ‘road map’ for gradually 

withdrawing restrictions and getting the economy back to normal 
over the coming months. We are now permitted to go out for 
unlimited walks and exercise as long as we maintain the 
government’s rules on social distancing (keeping 2m between us 
and others) and only go out with up to one other person outside of 

our household. 

After much deliberation, we have decided to postpone this year’s 
walking festival until next year due to the Corona Virus pandemic. 
We hope people will be able to visit the beautiful Quantock Hills 
very soon, but as there are so many uncertainties regarding travel 
and social-distancing at present we decided it was better to plan 

for next year rather than later in 2020. 

The date for next year’s walking festival will be the weekend 12th 

& 13th June 2021. Please put the date in your diary now. We hope 
you will be able to join us for what we hope will be an even bigger 

and better event than ever.  

In the meantime, there are plenty of local walks for all to enjoy. 
Many local people may not even know about the fantastic network 

mailto:mrsjudithgreig@gmail.com
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of footpaths we have around our villages.  

Did you know that Somerset has one of the largest footpath 
networks in the country which is maintained by Somerset County 

Council and it’s network of volunteers? 

Stowey Walking has details of lots of local self-guided walks on our 
website following local footpaths, with easy to follow directions, 
many of the walks can be started from home without using your 

car. Simply go to the following page on our website and print off 

the walk.  

https://www.stoweywalking.co.uk/local-walks 

Nether Stowey Post Office also has copies of the Ordnance Survey 

and Yellow Maps for sale if you want to find out more about our 
footpaths and venture a bit further afield. Do remember to adhere 
to the Countryside Code. The five points of the Countryside Code 

are: 

• Be safe, plan ahead and follow any signs. Take maps/

guidebooks. 

• Leave gates and property as you find them. 

• Protect plants and animals and take your litter home. 

• Keep dogs under close control. 

• Consider other people. 

You should also remember to keep 2 metres apart from other 

walkers and wash your hands once you get home. 

It is now more important than ever to stay fit and healthy.  What 
are you waiting for? Get out there and discover new places to walk 

around our villages! 

Lynne Abbott 

 

 

The Nether Stowey Health Walks Group 
out at Dead Woman’s Ditch before 
lockdown.  
We hope to be back soon! 

https://www.stoweywalking.co.uk/local-walks
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THE STOWEY CENTRE 

Congratulations to the latest winners of the Recreation Ground PFR Club!  
If you would like to support the New Stowey Centre Project please contact 
either Jane Erskine on 732 025 or Sharon Mayell on 732 311. Information 
about the project can be found on the Playing Field website 
www.netherstoweyrg.co.uk & on the Village Hall notice board. Thank you. 

We are thrilled to announce that we have been awarded a £10,000 grant 
from Sedgemoor District Council for the Nether Stowey Village Hall. Whilst 
it appears to be a huge amount for a village hall (and we are truly 
grateful) in fact it costs in excess of £5,000 per year for the electricity, 
water, public liability insurance & various licenses before we even use it!  

The Trustees of the Village Hall and Recreation Ground CIO have applied 

for planning permission on the village hall site for 3 dwellings. Successful 

receipt of this will increase the potential value of the site to support the 

project team’s application for grants from various charitable funds. The 

village hall site is not currently for sale and it will remain open for the 

foreseeable future (once Covid-19 guidelines allow mass gatherings 

again).        Sharon Mayell 

http://www.netherstoweyrg.co.uk
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Books For life Appeal 
SHOP-12 St Mary St. Nether Stowey, TA5 1LJ  

As You Cannot Come to Us, We Will 
Deliver to You! 

 

We have thousands of books in stock 
covering the tastes and all ages in fiction, 

non-fiction, hobbies, arts and crafts, 
gardening, autobiographies, Christian, 

sports, transport, aviation, military, history. 
 

If you would like us to make up a selection 
on any subject or mix them if you want. We 
will make up a box of books all individually 
priced from 50p-£5 for you to make a choice 

from. 
 

We will deliver these to your door at a time 
of your choosing. Minimum order £15.00. 

 

To contact us please ring mobile 
(07507) 237483 or 

margaretepatel@gmail.com 
 

All money raised will be used as donations 
to the local organisations that we regularly 

give to yearly. 
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Over Stowey Parish Council 

Firstly, and most importantly, the Parish Council would like to 
thank everyone for the support and understanding shown in very 
many ways during the current situation that we all find ourselves 
in. It has been so good to see what people have done, how they 
are pulling together (from that obvious distance!) and how the 
sense of community is so apparent. There are numerous people 
who have helped their friends, neighbours and those they may not 
have even known before and the Parish Council appreciate the 

efforts made enormously. 

During this time, being able to get out and about has become even 
more important. Various reports of issues with paths and gates 
have been received and these are being followed up. There are no 
timescales on when work might take place as some repairs require 
two people and there is the issue of social distancing to consider. If 
you notice anything that needs attention, please contact the Clerk. 
For further information or to access the online reporting system, 

see the link below: 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/waste-planning-and-land/public-

rights-of-way/ 

There has been a reply from the Highways Department with 
regards to the request for a reduced speed limit on the Over 
Stowey Road between Marsh Mills Crossroads and the Halsey 
Crossroads. It was confirmed by Highways that unfortunately the 

above stretch of road does not meet the criteria, see below: 

The number of residential frontages would not be sufficient to 
meet the Department of Transport settlement criteria for a 

30mph limit 

The nature of this typical country lane in itself is self-enforcing  

There are no recorded injury collisions along this road therefore 
would not be prioritised highly when comparing against 

other schemes of this nature in the County. 

This is disappointing, but is national criteria and would be adhered 

to by the County Council.                                                                                                    

Whilst most other projects are on hold, one positive piece of news 
is that the funding application to upgrade the tennis courts at the 
recreation ground has been submitted and will be reviewed in early 
June. There is no guarantee that it will be successful, however we 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/waste-planning-and-land/public-rights-of-way/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/waste-planning-and-land/public-rights-of-way/
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are remaining hopeful. If granted this would definitely be 

something to look forward to as we move forward. 

The order for the dog waste bins has been made and once the 
Clean Surroundings team are able to, they will act upon this and 

ensure the bins are provided for the area. 

As before, if anyone needs any help or support from the Parish 
Council, please contact the Clerk. Alternatively, if you require more 

specific information or advice, the Clerk can signpost you to the 
relevant group or agency, to ensure you get the correct and 

appropriate response.    

Over Stowey Parish Council wishes everyone the very best in these 

difficult times.      

Website:  https://www.overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk/                                                       
Email:  clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk                                                                    
Phone:  01278 734689 (please feel free to leave a message if 
  there is no reply) 

Please remember as we continue to have this lovely 
sunshine, that although government Covid-19 advice on 
visiting the countryside now allows us to drive to the hills 
for exercise and recreation, fires and BBQs are still NOT 
PERMITTED on the Quantock Hills due to the risk of fire. 

Your Messenger Team 
Please email articles to editor@quantockmessenger.org.uk  

Please email adverts to advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk.   
We are always pleased to receive articles in any form (by phone, handwritten, typed or by email). 

Photos are appreciated and will be returned. You may leave articles for The Messenger at the Church 

Centre or at the Parish Council Offices, on the Cross in Nether Stowey.  

Deadline for articles is the 15th of the preceding month. 

Ruth Richardson   Editor 229 682 WANTED Editor  

Sally Dymock    Advertising 732 298 Richard Beer     Printer 732 412  

Sally & John 
Dymock  

Collating 732 298 Molly Bradner   Assembly 732 166 

https://www.overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk
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CLASSIFIEDS 
 

Advertisements are accepted in good faith, but customers 
should satisfy themselves that advertisers are able to 

supply the services they offer. 
 

To advertise in the Quantock Messenger,  
contact Sally Dymock on  

advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk 
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THINKING OF SELLING? 
 

Local family, currently renting, looking to 
purchase a property with land in the area. 

 
• 3/4 bedroom detached house 

• Minimum of 2 acres 
• Direct access onto the Quantocks 
• Genuine search for family home 

 
Please contact Jackie on 01278 732 692 
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Castle Antiques, 

Books and  

Collectables 

 

Castle Antiques 

Old Cross House 

High Street 

Stogursey TA5 1TB 

Tel: 01278 733491 

 

Open:  

Friday and Saturday 

10am to 5pm 
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FIDDINGTON VILLAGE 
HALL 

 
Heather 734 624 or  

07887 684 245 
  

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co 

 
Coffee Morning and 

Book Swap  
 

First Saturday of each 
month, 10-12.  

 
£1 incl. drink, biscuit/cake 

and book.  
 

Extra book 50p.  
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[opp. ASDA by Bus Station] 
 

We are a local business serving the 
Community with good, honest, 

‘old fashioned’ advice and service. 
Vast range of roll stock and samples at various prices 

 

Not just Carpets, but also Rugs, Woods, 
Laminates, Vinyls, Safety Flooring, 

Karndean, Flotex, Carpet Tiles and Underlays 
Furniture move and uplift/disposal of old flooring 

 

Free Quotations and no obligation measuring service. 

Home visits with samples not a problem 
Visit Crown for all your Carpet & Flooring requirements 

 

Email: sclarke3@talktalk.net 

PAISLEY’S 

FARM SHOP 

and CAFÉ 
(formerly Cricketer Farm Shop) 

Is now open 

at Inwood 

Farm 

(The Lakes) 
 

e: info@paisleysfarmshop.co.uk 
 

www.paisleysfarmshop.co.uk 

Opening hours 
Mon & Tue 6am-6pm 
Wed to Fri 6am–late 

Sat 9am to late 
Sun 10am to 4 pm 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Go towards Keenthorne 

and turn off the A39 

to ‘The Lakes’ Follow 

the new tarmac road 

down to the tractors. 
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CHRIS’S TAXI 

 

7 seats/wheelchair  
access 

 
Bookings 24/7 

 
All occasions, anywhere 

 
Need to get there -  
then call anytime 

 
Chris Nurton 

07980 530 552 

for Lower Accountancy Fees and a Better Quality Service contact 

Nicholas Owens of N. E. Owens & Co. est.1989) 

tel. (01278) 425 933   specialising in 
 ANNUAL ACCOUNTS   VAT   TAXATION   TAX RETURNS 

Low rates for Shopkeepers, Pubs, Farmers, Builders, Plumbers, Carpenters, Painter/
Decorators, Electricians and all Small Businesses. On line Tax Return and PAYE 
Return Service available. Annual Accounts from £100. Tax returns from £40. 

Member of the Federation of Small Businesses—22 St. Mary Street, Bridgwater 
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Parsonage Farm Bed & 
Breakfast is a  

traditional 17th  
century farmhouse and 
smallholding with log 

fires,  
delicious meals, and 

beautiful  
gardens. 

The Ancient Mariner 
 

Come & try our new menu 

Fine selection of local Real Ales 

Excellent home cooked Sunday lunch 

Every Sunday  

Perfect for any celebration or event 

New managers Ian & Lisa welcome you 

Tel 01278 733 544 

 
 
 

Sally is waiting to hear 
about your advert to fill 

this space! 
Phone: 732 298 

Email 
advertising@ 

quantockmessenger.org.uk 
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The Cottage Inn 
Pub & Restaurant 

Keenthorne, nr. Nether Stowey 
(01278) 732 355 

*Home-made food* 
*Real Ales* Fine Wines* 

and a warm welcome 
 

Everything you want from a traditional  
English Country Pub 

 

email : thecottage-inn@btconnect.com 
www.thecottageinnkeenthorne.co.uk 

245 Castle St. Nether Stowey 
TA5 1LN Tel: 01278 732 228 

Email: 

theoldciderhouse@gmail.com 
website 

www.theoldciderhouse.co.uk 

Period guesthouse in the centre of 

Nether Stowey   
•Four ensuite rooms •Licensed dining 

•Log fires  •Pets welcome 

•On site micro brewery •Private parking 

Ideal for walking, cycling, sight seeing or just relaxing. 
The perfect place to start or finish the Coleridge Way trail 

Lynne & Ian look forward to welcoming you all 
year round 

THE OLD CIDER HOUSE  

The Old House 
Self-catering Cottages & Bed & Breakfast 

St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey  
Cottages of great charm and character 
furnished with every attention to 
comfort.  
For those who wish to be spoilt: luxury B&B accommodation in 
the Coleridge Suite & Sara’s Room 

 
 
 
 
 

LIME STREET, NETHER STOWEY, TA5 1NH  
TEL 01278 733 540 07803 042 725  

7 en-suite rooms * 1 family suite * 2 rooms with self-contained kitchens 

Excellent breakfast * Guest parking * WIFI * Families welcome * Close to 
Quantock Lakes wedding venue * Home from home comforts 
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Jane Taylor 
Garden  
Design 

(HNC Landscape and Garden Design) 

 
Beautiful Gardens to Fit 

 your Budget 
Single Borders to Whole Gardens 
Contemporary to Country Styles 

Gorgeous planting! 
Advice, Annual Pruning,  

Maintenance. 
 

Please Contact Jane 
01278 732 393 

mob-   07742632728 
Or Visit Yell.com 

We supply quality hardwood 

logs. 

Available in 

£205.00Loads (2.5 m3) 

£115.00 Loads (1.25m3) 

£85.00 Loads (0.83m3) 

All loads are mixed hardwoods 

cut to any size up to 28 inch-

es 

Ready to burn in a hearth 

or  

wood burning stove. 

ACORN 
HARDWOOD LOGS 

Qualified Florist creating  
beautiful & unique designs 

Weddings ~ Funerals ~ Events 

Contact Jo Logan ICSF 
Tel 01278 733369   
Mob 07890 103912 

Email jo.logan@hotmail.com 
www.wildaboutblooms.co.uk 

 

Find me on Facebook,Twitter, 
Instagram @wildaboutblooms 

http://www.wildaboutblooms.co.uk
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PAUL COBBLEDICK 
TREE SURGEON 

 

For all aspects of Tree Work 
 

LOGS & WOOD CHIPS 
 FOR SALE 

 

Tel. (01278) 732 114 

Books for LIFE! 
Mervyn Todd, St. Mary St. 
Nether Stowey, TA5 1LJ 

Aid Projects; Health/Eye 
Camps; Wells; Hospital Equipment; 

Orphans; Funding Medicines; Food and 
Vitamins for those in need. 

YOUR DONATION WILL SAVE LIVES 
tel. 01278 732426 



46 

 

 

 

VACUUM CHIMNEY 
SWEEP 

Over 20 years experience 
 

AGA & Rayburn service/repair 

Wood burner repair/refurb 
Distance no object 

Mr M H Kellaway, Glen 
Close, Main Road, Holford 
Tel: 01278 741 572 

Quantock Lodge Pool 

Opening Hours 
 

Sunday 
   10.30am – 12.30pm Family Swim 
 

Monday 
   6.30pm – 8.15pm Lanes Swim 
 

Tuesday 
   7.45am  – 10.15am Adult Swim 
    

Thursday 
   7.45am – 10.00am Adult Swim 

   6.30pm – 8.15pm  Lanes Swim 
  

 Quantock Lodge  Leisure 
 Over Stowey, Bridgwater  

TA5 1HD 

01278 733 375 
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 KEENTHORNE GARAGE 

Email: keenthornegarage@btconnect.com  

Tel (01278) 
732 256  

M.O.Ts      Servicing 
Repairs    Car Sales 

Tyre Sales     
Air con. Servicing 

Keenthorne, 
Nether Stowey, 
Bridgwater, 
Somerset TA5 1HZ 

www.keenthornegarage.co.uk 



48 

 

 

Local experienced electrician  
for all your electrical needs. 
Fully insured and Part P registered. 

14 Fulford Cottages, Kingston St Mary, TA2 8AJ 

01823 451428/ 07870 916213 
www.hunter-

electrical.co.uk 

Your Local Builder for 25 Years 

MARK. A. STACEY 
General Builder 

Long Acre, Burton, Stogursey, Bridgwater Somerset TA5 1QB 

tel. (01278) 733 356   mobile: 07966 248 699 

http://www.hunter-electrical.co.uk
http://www.hunter-electrical.co.uk
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KEVIN 

STACEY 
Painter & Decorator & all types of 

property maintenance 

Free Quotations 

kevinstacey@live.com 

07581 432662 

S.P. DECORATORS  

Family run business 

All your decorating needs 

including painting interior and 

exterior and Wall Papering 

Friendly help and advice 

Phone Phil 01278 732598 

Or Steve 07944 534295 

Dave Date 
Painter and Decorator, Interior and Exterior 

All types of Tiling. Any other work considered 

For a Quality Job  and Great Value  
 

Tel. (01278) 741 356  or Mobile 077 0977 

C Wilkins 
Painter & Decorator  
General Property 

Maintenance 
 ●City and Guilds 
 ●Free Quotation 
 ●NVQ Qualified 
 ●OAP Discount 

35 East Street 
Cannington, 

Bridgwater TA5 2HL 
 

 Tel: (01278) 651 229   
Mobile 07576 58 99 79 

TIM  STACEY 
Painter & Decorator 

 
HOUSE MAINTENANCE 

 

Free estimates 
 

 

(01278) 
 
 733 847 

or mobile 
 

07811 
558 521 
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St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey 

    Dances, Concerts, Conferences, 
         Receptions & Exhibitions. 
Level site with easy access for disabled.     
Large illuminated parking area.   
Hall and Kitchen and a comfortable               
Lounge for smaller meetings.   All well heated.  Wi-fi available. 
Please ask about tables, chairs, cutlery, crockery when booking. 
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Reliable, 12 years Experience, 

 CITB Qualified & Insured 
 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

email 

neilbuller@hotmail.co.uk 
 

website 

www.neilbullercarpentry.co.uk 
 

Address: 1 Court Orchard,  
Cannington,TA5 2QH 

 

Call 07796 545428 
to book your free quotation! 

LITTLES GROCERS 

7 St. Mary Street Nether Stowey 
 

•In-store Bake Off & fresh bread daily• 

•Fresh self service fruit & veg.•  •National Lottery• 

•Newspapers & magazines plus daily deliveries• 

•Full extensive range of groceries & household goods• 

•Look out for special offers. Many half price or buy one, get one free• 

     

Open 7am - 7pm Mon.-Sat. and 8am - 5pm Sun.   te l .  (01278)732 249 

Over stowey village hall 
 

Available for hire Including a bar 

 

Meetings, parties, receptions, luncheons, classes, 

exhibitions 

Sun-Thurs £10 per hour for O/Stowey Residents—£12 per hour for all others. 
Fri-Sat £15 per hour for O/Stowey Residents—£17 per hour for all others.   

 

For details and bookings, please telephone WENDY HILL (01278) 732 194 

 

No obligation quotes 

Bespoke design & installation 

Supply & fit or fit only 

service 

Call Terry on 07905 467 778 

www.terry-james.co.uk 

mailto:neilbuller@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/neilbullercarpentry
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Funeral Directors 
Independent Funeral Directors for Five Genera-
tions 

Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans available 

Keenthorne, Nether Stowey, TA5 1HZ 


