
 

Annual Report 2019/20 

Major Achievements in 2019/20 

2020 started on a very positive note. After an excellent review from Walkers are Welcome on our 

progress during 2019 we had lots to concentrate on. 

At the end of March 2020 Coronavirus struck the country causing a temporary halt to all our 

activities. Our monthly meetings were suspended until July 2020 and the weekly Health Walks are 

still being held in abeyance until the restrictions on social distancing are relaxed. However perhaps 

this is a good time to look back on the positive things we achieved during the summer of 2019 and 

the early part of 2020. 

The Quantock Hills Walking Festival June 2019 

The Quantock Hills Walking Festival was well attended in June 2019. 6 guided walks went ahead with 

between 9 and 24 walkers on each walk. A total of 85 walkers took part which was significantly up 

on 2018. Whilst the majority of walkers were from Somerset (70%) a significant proportion came 

from outside of the County (28%) and a few from abroad. There were also a number of repeat 

customers from the previous year, so the walking festival was becoming a regular event on the local 

calendar.  

We gained good publicity both before and after the event in the local press and BBC local radio and 

were promoted as a ‘Top Pick’ by Country Walking magazine in their walking festival supplement. 

We also gained some excellent feedback from participating walkers which we uploaded on to our 

website.  

The walking festival brought in a total of £342 in donations plus we received a small grant of £50 

from Nether Stowey Parish Council to help with funding costs. We were also given a charitable rate 

by the local mini-bus hire company who helped transport walkers on some of the linear walks.    

The Quantock Hills Walking Festival 2020 

By January 2020 planning was well underway for the 2020 walking festival, scheduled for June 2020. 

Nine walks were planned with walk leaders from Sedgemoor Ramblers, The Quantock Landscape 

Partnership Scheme, Friends of Coleridge, The Thomas Poole Library, Somerset Wildlife Trust and 

others. By March advertising was in place and bookings were starting to come in via our website. 

Sadly due to the Coronavirus pandemic and the ongoing lock-down, after consultation with the walk 

leaders in late April 2020 it was decided to postpone the walking festival until June 2021. I hope that 

next year we will once again be able to attract high quality walk leaders from a variety of local 

organisations. 

Walking for Health 

Walking for Health went from strength to strength over 2019 with a regular group of walkers with 

usually around a dozen participants each week. Walkers continued to show up each week, even in 

bad weather. Three more walk leaders gained accreditation, taking us up to 8 qualified leaders at 

one point, 6 leading on a regular basis with the other walk leaders regularly back marking the group. 

We increased the range of our walks to more scenic locations in and around the Quantocks by 

arranging car-sharing amongst the participants. Some of the walks also involved a refreshment stop 



 

at local cafés which proved popular with walkers and kept up our links with local walker friendly 

businesses.  

Walking for Health is currently held in abeyance until restrictions on social distancing have been 

further relaxed. 

The Quantock Landscape Partnership Heritage Lottery Bid 

After working with the Quantock Hills AONB on their bid for Heritage Lottery Funding the bid was 

finally announced in December 2019. This will mean continued funding for the Quantock Hills 

Walking Festival over the next four years under the section entitled Quantock Walking. There will 

also be £25,000 funding for path improvements which we have recently put forward some 

suggestions for areas that may qualify.  

Addressing the Walkers are Welcome Criteria 

Evidence of continued endorsement by your local council  

Officers from Sedgemoor District Council and Somerset County Council continue to attend our 

steering group meetings along with the Parish Path Liaison Officer (PPLO) for Nether Stowey who is 

also a Parish Councillor and the PPLO for Over Stowey. We also submit our annual report to both 

Nether Stowey and Over Stowey Parish Councils for their annual report on local organisations and 

charities that they support. We regularly invite representatives of our partner organisations and 

other interested parties along to our meetings to give updates on their activities. 

Working with other local organisations 

We continue to work closely with Stowey Green Spaces. We worked with them on a joint project to 

erect an information board in the centre of the village informing both residents and visitors about 

the green spaces and places to walk in and around the villages and local businesses that give a 

welcome to walkers. The new interpretation board was launched in conjunction with the launch of 

the Castles and Coast Way in August 2019. This has now created a proper information point for both 

local villagers and visitors in the centre of the village.  

We also joined forces with Stowey Green Spaces for a village litter pick. This event was initiated by 

Walkers are Welcome as the first in a number of nationwide events. Unfortunately due to COVID-19 

the event in March was cancelled. However we went ahead with a similar event in September 2020 

to coincide with the Keep Britain Tidy Great British September Clean.   

We have also been working recently with the new Centre Manager at The Thomas Poole Library in 

Nether Stowey on making more information available to visitors and local people on nearby walks. 

We hope we can develop this once the current situation concerning social interaction during COVID-

19 has been relaxed. 

We continue to work with a variety of local organisations, in particular: 

• Nether Stowey Parish Council 

• Over Stowey Parish Council 

• Sedgemoor District Council Housing Health & Wellbeing Team 

• Somerset County Council Rights of Way Team 

• The Quantock Hills AONB 

• The National Trust 

• Stowey Green Spaces 

• The Quantock Medical Centre 

• The Thomas Poole Library 

• Friends of Coleridge 

And thank them for their continued support. 

 



Helping to maintain the local public path network 

We continue to meet regularly with Officers from the Rights of Way Section at Somerset County 

Council and have both PPLOs for Over Stowey and Nether Stowey on our steering group.  

We continue to keep a watching brief on new planning applications that involve changes to the 

public rights of way and regularly report maintenance issues to the County Council and parish 

councils and bring suggested improvements to their attention.  

The Castles and Coast Way 

After being involved in ongoing consultations with Somerset County Council for the Castles & Coast 

Way this new 13 mile heritage trail was finally launched in August 2019. A new signpost is now in 

place in the centre of Nether Stowey indicating both The Castles and Coast Way and the Coleridge 

Way which we helped to design. 

Website & Social Media 

We continue to put regular blogs on our website stoweywalking.co.uk.  The online booking system 

for the walking festival was improved upon for 2019 and after the festival a photo-gallery was 

uploaded.  

At last year’s AGM it was decided to set up a Facebook page for Stowey Walking. Over the past year 

we have regularly interacted on Facebook, sharing both our own news and that of other walking 

related organisations.  

We continue to monitor the number of hits to our website via Google Analytics and the number of 

Facebook users. Over 2019/20 we had 2,330 visits to or website, which was 10% up on 2018/19, 6% 

of visitors come via our Facebook page and 11% come via the Quantock Hills AONB website, the rest 

via web browsing, 9% are returning visitors. We had 102 Facebook followers in April 2020 (now 114). 

We have also linked our walks onto a French website Visorando, to give both our website walks and 

Stowey Walking more social media exposure. 

Press 

Once again we had good coverage of the 2019 walking festival both prior to the event in February 

2019 and afterwards. We were also in the Spring Walking Festival Special Edition of Country Walking 

Magazine where we were in the ‘Top Pick’ of walking festivals, we were in Walk Magazine and we 

had an item on BBC Radio Somerset in May 2019. This year’s walking festival was also launched in 

the local press. 

We also had articles printed in the local press for the launch of the village interpretation board and 

the Castles & Coast Way in Aug 2019 

We also continue to promote our activities on the Walkers are Welcome national website, Visit 

Somerset, Visit Exmoor and the Quantock Hills AONB website. 

Funding 

During 2019 we raised £72 from a fundraising coffee morning in April 2019 and £382 through 

donations from the 2019 walking festival. We were awarded a grant of £500 towards the 2020 

walking festival from the Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme (Heritage Lottery funding) 

together with a small grant of £50 from Nether Stowey Parish Council. We also received and offer of 

sponsorship from Somerset Passenger Solutions who provide transport for Hinkley Point C, in the 

form of free transport for the walking festival. As the 2020 walking festival was postponed these 

grants and offers of sponsorship could not be taken up this year. 



Priorities for 2020/21 

• Walking for Health 

o To relaunch the Walking for Health scheme in Nether Stowey and Over Stowey once the 

rules on social distancing have been relaxed. 

o To continue to develop the programme of regular walks.  

o To highlight path improvements on the regular health walk routes, particularly where 

accessibility could be improved 

o To continue to reach-out to those residents who are less physically able who are not 

attending the walks programme at present. 

 

• The Quantock Hills Walking Festival 

o To work toward the planned date of 12/13th June 2021 for next year’s walking festival, 

building on the success the 2019 walking festival. 

o To work with the Quantock Hills AONB via the Landscape Partnership Scheme to increase 

the viability of the walking festival. 

 

• Sustainability 

o We are now reduced to a steering group of 4 regular members. If we are to keep going 

we need to attract more local people to get involved. This is clearly difficult at present 

due to the government restrictions on social interaction imposed by COVID-19. However 

once the pandemic has subsided this is something we need to work on. 

 

 
Lynne Abbott 
Chair 
October 2020 


	Major Achievements in 2019/20
	The Quantock Hills Walking Festival June 2019
	Walking for Health
	The Quantock Landscape Partnership Heritage Lottery Bid
	Addressing the Walkers are Welcome Criteria
	Evidence of continued endorsement by your local council
	Working with other local organisations
	Helping to maintain the local public path network
	The Castles and Coast Way
	Website & Social Media

	Press
	Funding
	Priorities for 2020/21
	 Walking for Health
	 The Quantock Hills Walking Festival
	 Sustainability


