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Belinda’s Soft Toys 
 

Sadly, Belinda Penn died at the beginning of March.  Many of you will 
know Belinda had spent the past few years knitting favourite characters 

to raise funds for Dementia Care. 
PLEASE HELP to continue to raise funds in buying the toys which are on 
sale in the Library and Post Office at a very reasonable price of £5 and 

£8.  I have many more toys which can be viewed at my home.  
I thank you in anticipation of your support for this worthy cause and in 

memory of Belinda Penn.    
 Contact: Tina 07761586866 

“Former Ageing Well Manager, Di 
Ramsay, with 88 year old yoga teacher Ivy 

Thorne. Di tragically lost her battle with 
cancer last year. She was an inspirational 
leader, who made a huge difference to the 

wellbeing of many older people in 

Somerset”. 

Physical books of condolence in public places 
for HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 

are not permitted under current Covid-19 
rules. If you would like to express your 

condolences, this can be done online through 
the Parish Council website or written 

comments can be handed in at the Parish 
Council office and they will be entered in a 

local Book of Condolence.  
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Allotment Association 

Bruce Roper  732 043 

Active Living Group 

Call 734 613 or 733 040; 733 151;  732 609 

Coleridge Probus Club 

Philip Comer (01984) 656 720 

Coleridge Cottage 

Tel: 732 662 

Friends of Coleridge 

Eliza Sackett 733 660 

Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey 

Sian Stafford 732 741   

Friends of Over Stowey Church 

Christopher Stone 732 907 

Friends of Quantock 

Mary ter Braak (01984) 656 633 

Friends of Nether Stowey School 

Lisa Rendle 732 508 

Nether Stowey Football Club 

Chair:  Nigel Waterman 732 310  

Seniors:  Steve Easden 07788 370014  

Juniors: Nigel Waterman 732 310  

Minis: Richard Marriott 07890 451694 

Nether Stowey Playing Fields Committee 

Jane Erskine 732 025 

Nether Stowey Short Mat Bowls 

Cath Roberts 732 789 

Nether Stowey Twinning Association 

Open to everyone. Ian Pearson 732 228 

Nether Stowey Village Hall 

Jan Miller 733 436 

Nether Stowey & Fiddington Women’s 
Institute 

Margaret Harris 734  613 

Terry Binding 732 710 

Over Stowey Bellringers 

Over Stowey Bowls Club 

Wendy Hill 732 194 

Over Stowey Cricket Club 

Phil Rich 732 675 

  

Over Stowey Rights of  Way Group 

Richard Ince 733 237 

Over Stowey Social Club 

Sue Thomas 732 905 

Over Stowey Tennis Court 

Liz Onions 732 195 

Quantock AONB Office, Fyne Court 

Tel: (01823)  451 884 

Quantock Beekeepers Association 

Ken Edwards 671 544 

Quantock Players 

Wendy Hobbs 733 197 

Quantock Quilters 

Gill Griffiths 733 709 

Quantock Tennis Club 

Robin Bendall 732 633 

Royal British Legion - N/Stowey & District 

Julia McWilliam 732 234 

Stogursey Forget-Me-Not Cafe 

Helen Cuttell 734 818 

Stowey Green Spaces Group 

Judith Greig 732 483 

Stowey Walking 

Lynne Abbott 732 228 

The Quantock Musical Theatre Co. 

Brian Williams 732 325 

Stowey Bears (pre-school) 

Tina Miller 734 636 

Stowey Book Club 

Alison Whittingham 732 446 

Stowey Gardeners 

Juliet Harkness 733 245 

Wednesday Club (formerly the Day Centre) 

Maggie Harrison 741 230  

CLUBS & SOCIETIES  IN NETHER  STOWEY &  OVER STOWEY 
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Your Messenger Team 
Please email articles / photos to editor@quantockmessenger.org.uk  

Please send adverts to advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk.   

We are always pleased to receive articles in any form (by phone, handwritten, typed or by email). You 

may leave articles for The Messenger at the Church Centre or at the Parish Council Offices, on the Cross 

in Nether Stowey.  Deadline for articles is the 15th of the preceding month. 

May 2021 
Dear All, 

April has seen a very welcome relaxing of Covid-19 rules and, fingers crossed, 

May will see further relaxations. Church services are also finally able to resume 

in May and all the service details are in the centre pages.  

Covid-19 is sadly not over yet, though, and help and support for anyone 

impacted by Coronavirus is still available (all details are on p.30).  

It has been wonderful this month to hear local stories of meetings with HRH 

Prince Philip and experiences of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. I can’t begin 

to imagine HM the Queen’s pain at losing the man she has loved her entire 

adult life.   

You will see that the Diary Dates is starting to build up, giving us Party in the 

Park to look forward to in July as well as other events over the coming months. 

Please mark 6th May in your calendars to head to the Thomas Poole Library 

and vote on the Nether Stowey Neighbourhood Plan. Full details are on p.9. 

I am thrilled to include a fantastic poem ‘Crazy Covid’ by James Freeman, a 9 

year old student at Nether Stowey Primary School, see p. 24. Truly amazing! 

Take care, Ruth 

Cover Photos (L-R): HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh (© Kit Hougton); Ruth 

Pickard at Buckingham Palace with her mother; Ruth’s Duke of Edinburgh Award 

record book and badges; St. Mary’s Church with its flag at half mast for Prince Philip; 

grassroots football back in action; volunteer staff at the Thomas Poole Library on the 

day it re-opened; Haygrove students on their DofE Award expedition in 2017; and 

weather vane on Lime Street taken by Terry Abbiss. 

Ruth Richardson   Editor 229 682 Annabelle Whitlock Editor By email 

Sally Dymock    Advertising 732 298 Richard Beer     Printer 732 412  

Sally & John 

Dymock  

Collating 732 298 Phil & Kath Peckham 

- Molly Bradner   

Assembly and 

Distribution 

732 288 

732 166 
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DIARY DATES 2021 

6th May - Vote on Nether Stowey Neighbourhood Plan - 7am-10pm - 

Thomas Poole Library   

11th May - Stowey Gardeners Car Visit to Burrow Farm (ring for details: 01278 

671 289) 

16th May - Community Lunch (takeaway) - 12:30-1:30pm - Nether Stowey 

Church Centre [NS CC] 

20th May - WI meeting - 2pm - outside area, NS CC 

20th May - Stowey Gardeners AGM & Talk - 7pm - NS CC 

24th May - Annual Parish Meeting - 7pm - Nether Stowey Village Hall 

17th June - Friends of Quantock AGM - time TBC - Holford Village Hall 

24th June - WI meeting – 2-4pm - NS CC 

24th June - Friends of Quantock Guided Walk to Ramscombe Mire & St. 

David’s Well - time tbc 

25th & 26th June - Over Stowey Patronal Flower Festival - St Peter & St Paul 

Church - from 2pm 

25th June - Blood Donation Session (visit blood.co.uk or call 0300 123 2323) 

3rd July - Party in the Park - 3-11pm - Nether Stowey Playing Fields 

8th July - WI meeting and talk - NS CC 

25th & 26th Sept - The Quantock Hills Walking Festival 

LOCAL STORIES OF HRH THE PRINCE PHILIP, DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

To mark the occasion of the passing of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh after a 

lifetime of service to our country and Queen, I posted a request on social 

media to see if any Stowey residents had ever met him and would like to 

share their stories. What a thrill to find so many wonderful anecdotes from 

fellow village residents. Thank you to everyone who shared their story. 

Kit Houghton is an equestrian photographer who met Prince Philip on 

numerous occasions over the years, predominantly as the official 

photographer at the Windsor Horse Show for 30 years.  

He remembers his first meeting with the Prince was actually at 

Buckingham Palace as part of a book that was being written by Paul 
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Heiney, “The English and their Horses”.  They met the Duke at Buckingham 

Palace and were then driven round to the Mews for Kit to photograph 

Prince Philip with his favourite horse, the one that he rode every year for 

The Trooping of the Colour. He remembers that “Prince Philip sat in the 

front with the driver whilst Paul and I sat in the back. As we drove out of 

the gates of Buckingham Palace, we waved at all the tourists from the 

back seat and caused great excitement. “ 

His second one-on-one meeting with the Duke was at Windsor Great Park. 

He and a journalist rode on the back of Prince Philip’s carriage for an 

article for The Sunday Express promoting the Windsor Horse Show. Kit 

took various photos in the carriage and then hopped off to take photos of 

the Duke as he drove his horses around numerous obstacles. Whilst Prince 

Philip was quite chatty, it was clear that all questions had to be on the 

subject of the horse show and carriage driving – questions off-topic would 

not be answered.  

His final key memory of Prince Philip was at a dinner for the Federation 

Equestre Internationale, an equestrian organisation that the Duke was 

president of for many years. A group of South American ladies were 

desperate to get a photo of themselves with Prince Philip and grabbed Kit 

to take the photo. Prince Philip was very happy to oblige and posed with 

the ladies for their much-wanted photo. 

Ruth Pickard met the Duke of Edinburgh at Buckingham Palace in 1974 

after achieving her Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award whilst at school in 

Cornwall. “Getting dressed up in a long dress was a highlight, but having 

to wear a hat was not something I or my fellow award winners were keen 

on”. Prince Philip himself awarded her the certificate and badge, within 

one of the sumptuous rooms in the palace.  

Ruth remembers what a huge undertaking the D of E programme was. 

Each level (bronze, silver and gold) took a full year to complete and 

covered 5 areas:  

• PE (she did athletics training for 5 months); 

• Service (for her Gold award she worked for 2 hours every Saturday 

for a whole year in a hospital for elderly people, making drinks for 

them and chatting with them); 
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• Interests (she did a touch-typing course and this stood her in good 

stead for the rest of her life); 

• Design for Living (first aid, map reading etc.); and 

• Expedition (she and her friends walked 36 miles over 3 days, 

camping along the way). 

The challenges faced, the new experiences tried, the new skills learned and 

the friends made over the 3 years doing the Duke of Edinburgh Award are 

memories that have stayed with Ruth throughout her life, all thanks to 

Prince Philip’s creation of the scheme. 

Brian Williams started his stage career whilst he was still at school and 

performed for the Duke of Edinburgh as part of a gymnastics display team 

at County Hall in London. Various school teams took part in the evening’s 

performance and all the children were then presented to Prince Philip, who 

shook each child’s hand and told them, ‘Well done’. “It was a very brief 

meeting but one that has lived long in my memory, particularly as 

following the event, I was so exhausted, I fell asleep on the tube home and 

didn’t wake up until the end of the line!” 

Paul Brierley undertook his Duke of Edinburgh Award in the 1960s and 

took part in a special D of E Award event attended by the Duke himself in 

Sheffield. Children from all over the area gathered at a local college to 

showcase the skills they had learned as part of the award. Paul’s team 

were demonstrating their cooking skills and had made a pea soup, “Prince 

Philip lifted a spoonful up of the soup and gave it a sniff but, 

unsurprisingly, he didn’t risk tasting it!” The Duke’s visit to their showcase 

was just one of a number of visits he carried out that day around the local 

area, all related to his namesake award scheme.   

 

BRUSH WITH THE DUKE! 

In a past life I worked on the Isle of Wight as Rector of two parish 

churches, Chaplain at the top-security Parkhurst Prison, and also as 

Chaplain of the Royal Yacht Squadron in Cowes. 

Holy Trinity, Cowes, known as “The Yachtsman’s Church”, regularly hosted 

the annual Cowes Week Regatta Service where, after a hard day of 
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competition, members of the Squadron would gather to thank God for a 

“fair wind” or, more often than not it seemed to me, to castigate the 

Almighty about “wind against tide”. Each year the Duke of Edinburgh, a 

keen sailor and Commodore of the Royal Yacht Squadron, would attend 

and read the Lesson. One year he was particularly pressed for time and 

said he would be delighted to come to the service and read the Lesson, 

but that my sermon “must be short” so that he could get to his next 

appointment promptly. Then, with a twinkle in his eye, he added that he 

was sure I wouldn’t want him and his entourage to walk out when I was in 

full-sermon-flow as that would certainly give the local press a good story! 

The Duke always arrived for Cowes Week on the Royal Yacht Britannia, 

and was generous enough to invite fellow sailors and local dignitaries 

aboard for cocktails at least once during the Regatta. In my role as 

Chaplain of the Royal Yacht Squadron, my wife and I were regularly invited 

- great, dressed up to the nines on sunny and windless evenings but not 

such fun climbing rope ladders in high-heels (my wife’s, not mine!) onto 

the deck in a gale force wind! 

However, His Royal Highness was such a welcoming host. He seemed to 

have a real gift for remembering names and faces and making one feel 

valued. It was a very real privilege to have met him on these occasions and 

I thank God for the life of this true “man of the people”. 

Richard Parker 

 

 

 

 

In 2017, aged just 14, my daughter and at least 6 other young people 

from Nether Stowey completed the D of E Bronze Award whilst studying 

at Haygrove School.  She developed new skills such as singing in the choir, 

new physical activities including Jazz dance and undertook many hours of 

volunteering for the 1st Nether Stowey Brownies, alongside preparations 

for a very challenging 3 day expedition on Dartmoor. 

All participants improved their fitness, communication skills and their 

confidence as well as showing tenacity, determination and hard work.  Not 
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REFERENDUM: NETHER STOWEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

On Thursday May 6th 2021, all villagers eligible to vote are 

being asked to take part in a referendum on the Nether 

Stowey Neighbourhood Plan. The neighbourhood plan has 

taken almost 5 years to put together, thanks to a dedicated 

team of volunteers from the village and the Parish Council. 

This plan is the village’s view on what development should be like in 

Nether Stowey and it protects the village for those of us who live here. 

Reasons to vote YES: 

• Across England, there is a National Planning Policy Framework 

which is refined down to a more local level by each District Council 

(in our case, Sedgemoor). A Neighbourhood Plan refines the 

planning framework down even further to the village level, so it is 

specific and relevant to our unique village and its needs. Without a 

neighbourhood plan, all decisions on development within Nether 

Stowey are made by Sedgemoor District Council based on their 

generic district-wide planning policy.  

• Any housing development that is being constructed for sale is 

required to pay a Community Infrastructure Levy as a contribution 

to its community. Without a neighbourhood plan, Nether Stowey 

Parish Council only receives 15% of this levy to invest in the village. 

With a neighbourhood plan, the Parish Council receives 25% of the 

levy. That is an extra 10% of funds to support and invest in Nether 

Stowey.  

The neighbourhood plan therefore gives us more control over where 

and what type of development can take place in Nether Stowey and it 

gives us more money to invest in our village.  

only were the activities enjoyable, they have also been useful evidence for 

personal statements for college, university and job applications.  They 

should all be very proud of their achievements and all are a real credit to 

their community.   

What an amazing legacy.   

Sharon Mayell 
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If the referendum returns a majority vote of NO, then the process of 

creating a neighbourhood plan would have to restart from scratch, with all 

the costs and the years of work repeated. Without a neighbourhood plan, 

all planning decisions will continue to be made centrally by Sedgemoor 

but local views and opinions, expressed in the Plan, may not be taken into 

consideration and the village will receive considerably less money from 

any future developments that are approved. 

Please head over to the Thomas Poole Library on May 6th between 

7am and 10pm to cast your vote. Your village needs you! 

A huge thank you to all those who have donated their time and energy to 

bringing this plan to fruition. 

Ruth Richardson 

LOCKDOWN EASING 

Congratulations to all our advertisers who have been able to open at last 

after months of lockdown! 

Fingers crossed that the easing of lockdown continues as planned so that 

the remaining businesses can all open too and that life can return to as 

close to pre-Covid normality as possible. 

If you join the Quantock Messenger Facebook page, all our advertisers 

who have Facebook pages are listed; an easy way to keep up to date with 

what is going on. 

NETHER STOWEY WOMEN’S WALK 2021 

In view of the current circumstances, the Committee has decided, with 

regret, that the annual Women's Walk cannot take place this year.  

This Stowey tradition dates back to 1806 when Thomas Poole set up the 

Women’s Friendly Society with the charitable aim of helping women in 

need. Each year the women of the village dress up in their finest to parade 

through the village and enjoy an afternoon tea. Covid restrictions will 

mean that it has not happened for 2 years but we’ll look forward to seeing 

this fantastic annual celebration taking place in 2022. 

Robin Brierley 
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THANK YOU FOR LENT SOUPS 

To Freda, Sue and the Team, 

I would just like to thank you for the delicious Lent Lunch soups. Every 

week for 6 weeks, I waited with anticipation for the Rev’d Peter Williams 

wondering, “What will be delivered today? What delicious flavour will it 

be?” 

Yours, Jean Aitkenhead  
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ANNIVERSARY THANK YOU  

Mr. and Mrs. Hillman would like to say a big thank you to their family for 

making their 60th wedding anniversary such a happy and memorable day. 

They also thank their family and friends for their lovely cards, flowers and 

best wishes. 

NETHER STOWEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Dear all,   

Unbelievably, we have begun our summer term at school 

and we are soon approaching halfway through 2021. This 

term the school will be focusing on its school value of endurance. This 

certainly has been a time when endurance has been needed. In our work 

we learn to persevere, and that we can learn and grow from our mistakes. 

We learn from Jesus about enduring suffering but that his love for God 

was complete and unwavering. He asked for the support of his disciples 

with whom he prayed, and this strengthened his ability to endure.  

Psalm 100:5  

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness 

continues through all generations.  

The children of Nether Stowey School have revised our school prayer to 

reflect the rural community they live in and to acknowledge the animals 

and environment. The school council have voted to add friendship to our 

school values as this is something they felt very strongly about coming 

out of a pandemic. As the country works on its roadmap, at school we 

work on ours. It with great hope that we can move forward with future 

events this term with sports days and productions to help rebuild our 

school community.  As always, there is lots planned with the curriculum 

this term.   

Chloe Holt, Head Teacher 

PLAYING FIELD REGENERATION CLUB DRAW 

Congratulations to the winners of the April Playing Field Regeneration 

(PFR) Club Draw. By the time you read this, the May Superdraw will have 
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taken place & we shall be asking you to renew subscriptions or join us for 

the next 6 months.  

Subscriptions are £15 for 6 months (which can also be paid monthly or 

annually) & at least half of this money is paid out in prizes. Your support is 

essential as we start to seek funding for the next stage of the project.  

Without your support over the last 9 years we would not have been able 

to build the MUGA courts, refurbish the children's play area & maintain 

the playing field to such a high standard. THANK YOU.  

Good luck for the next 6 months & if you haven't already joined us, why 

not give us a call? Jane Erskine (732 025) & Sharon Mayell (732 311). 

 

 

NETHER STOWEY FOOTBALL CLUB 

Junior football is back, again! 

Following the emergence from the latest lockdown, junior 

football is once again back on. Sadly the effects of a COVID 

disrupted year means the junior leagues have been declared 

void for this season, but at least we can enjoy being allowed 

to get back out on the fields and playing some football.  

Training has resumed across all age groups and friendly matches have 

been permitted by the Football Association to enable us to continue the 

development of all players and getting back to having fun. The first 

friendly games were held on 17th April and it was simply fantastic to get 

the kids back out, interacting, competing and enjoying a sport they love 

and have very dearly missed. 

Any children interested to try football are welcome to join their relevant 

age group down at Nether Stowey Playing Field - the rest of the season is 

FREE! 

Simon Richardson 
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Senior football is also back! 

The biggest news is that the Saturday side have made it through to the 

semi-finals of the Seward Cup, after beating Galmington Dragons in a 

penalty shoot-out. Stowey will now face Staplegrove Spartans (date and 

venue, at the time of writing, has yet to be decided). Manager Steve 

Easden is hopeful that spectators will be permitted to attend, as the vocal 

support helps the side immensely.  

The previous weekend, Stowey entertained Middlezoy Athletic in the Covid 

Cup (a competition replacing the regular league, to give teams competitive 

games for the remainder of the season), and despite creating the better 

chances, Stowey went down 1-0. 

The Sunday XI, who are playing friendly football for the remainder of the 

season, recently played Puriton; despite a strong start, Puriton won 5-3.  

A recent club match saw a mix of senior players playing a competitive 

friendly. In an entertaining game the Steve Easden XI beat the Taylor Buller 

XI by 4 goals to 2.  

Team Age Group Team Coach Contact Number Training Time 

Under 6s (Y1) Dan Harris 07502 228 439 Tues 18:00 - 18:30 

Under 7s (Y2) Richard Marriott 07890 451 694 Sat 9:30 - 10:30 

Under 9s (Y4) Warren Bond 07540 619 007 Thurs 17:30 - 18:30 

Under 10s (Y5) Matt Atherton 07903 231 891 
Mon 17:30 - 18:30 

and 
Fri 17:15 - 18:15  

Under 11s (Y6) Mike Munt 07775 808 417 Mon 18:30 - 19:30 

Under 14s (Y8-9) Fiona Cooke 07484 242 824 Thurs 18:30 - 19:30 

Seniors (over 16 
years old) 

Steve Easden 07788 370014 
Tues 18:30 - 20:00 

(season ends mid-May 
and restarts July) 
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CHURCH BELLS RINGING 

The Church bells rang for one minute at midday on Tuesday 23rd March.  

Clare Kippen from Goathurst came to Nether Stowey to ring a solitary 

bell and John Dymock from Over Stowey did the same at Over Stowey. 

This was organised throughout the country in memory of those 

who had died as a result of the Covid epidemic since the announcement 

of the first national lockdown. Twelve months ago (March 2020) there 

were 1,000 Covid deaths. One year later, there were over 126,000 deaths. 

The bells rang once again on Saturday 10th April at both of our churches; 

they tolled 99 times at midday. This was in memory of the Duke of 

Edinburgh who had died on the previous day at the age of 99. 

Church bells have been rung for centuries to inform the local population 

of significant events as well as to call the faithful to worship. They are rung 

in celebration (Royal weddings, Coronations, end of war), as a warning 

(Invasion) and sadly to announce a death.  

Whilst we now have many means of receiving news of these events almost 

immediately, the ringing of bells seems to be ‘the right thing to do’, 

maintaining tradition as well as bringing dignity to each occasion. 

Phil Peckham 

Sponsors: The club has various sponsorship positions available (club 

sponsor, kit sponsor etc.) We are looking for local businesses to be 

associated with this thriving football club. If you are interested, please 

contact me. 

Old Team Photos: The club is on the lookout for any old / recent team 

photos. So, if you have any, or you know of anybody who might have 

some, please send them over to me, with names if known.  

Thanks for reading. For all the latest news and scores, including all Covid 

restrictions, please visit the Club's Facebook page. 

Mark Sells 

marksells2016@outlook.com  
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THE QUANTOCK HILLS WALKING FESTIVAL 

Sat 25th & Sunday 26th September 2021  

The Quantock Hills Walking Festival - A weekend of walks in and 

around the Quantock Hills based in Nether Stowey. 

Contact:- https://www.stoweywalking.co.uk/walking-festival-tickets or 

enquiries@stoweywalking.co.uk 

https://www.stoweywalking.co.uk/walking-festival-tickets
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GARDENING WITH NICK RIGDEN 

At the time of writing, we have had an April of mixed 

weather with sunshine starting to warm the soil up but 

some cold drying winds which have led to the soil 

losing moisture. This has not been helped by very little 

rain. The winds have also slowed up young plants 

becoming established, and a layer of fleece can be very 

beneficial. Remember too that sunny days and clear nights can lead to 

frosts so it is important to be vigilant and protect plants that are 

susceptible to frost damage such as potatoes.  

Ornamentals: it has been a good spring for the early flowering shrubs 

such as Ribes (flowering currants), Forsythia and Spiraea.  Following 

flowering they respond well to having some of the older wood removed 

and this stimulates strong new growth for carrying flower the following 

year. Crossing, crowding and damaged wood should also be pruned out.  

Remember that bedding plants being used for baskets, tubs and hanging 

baskets do need hardening off before being placed in their final positions.  

Incorporating water storage granules into the compost will help water 

retention. 

If your established daffodils did not flower well this spring it may be that 

the bulbs are too congested. Once the foliage starts to yellow it is a good 
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time to lift clumps and split into smaller clumps and replant. 

Vegetables: it is a busy month and small successional sowings of salad 

crops can be made to give continuity.  Transplants of Brussels sprouts, 

cabbage and cauliflower which were sown last month can be planted out 

together with leeks. Alternatively, transplants can be purchased from 

nurseries and garden centres. Frost tender vegetables may be sown 

directly into the soil once the risk of frost has gone such as runner beans, 

French beans and sweetcorn.  Container sown marrows, courgettes and 

squashes sown in April can be planted out from late May onwards.  

Potatoes should be regularly earthed up which helps to provide some 

frost protection to young growth and prevents tubers near the surface 

turning green. It also provides a chance to remove any weed, especially 

perennials such as bindweed and thistle, etc. 

The greenhouse:  it is planting time for tomatoes, peppers, aubergines 

and cucumbers whether it be in the soil or grow bags and regular 

watering and feeding should take place. Try to give as much ventilation in 

the day as possible to prevent excessive temperatures. Shading the house 

with netting or whitewash may be beneficial as can leaving the door open 

on hot days. 

Soft fruit: strawberries will be developing trusses of green fruits. Place 

strawberry mats or straw under the fruits helping to prevent soil splash 

and ensure that plants are protected from birds with netting. As the fruits 

of strawberries, raspberries, currants and gooseberries start to swell 

ensure that plants have sufficient water. 

Lawns: For those that like a pristine lawn this is a good month to feed it 

and treat it for weeds such as daisy, dandelion and buttercup. Sparse 

areas can be oversown with a suitable seed mixture. An alternative is to 

take a more relaxed attitude and allow the grass to grow longer and let 

the weeds (wild flowers!) grow up within the grass. This is good for wild 

life and paths can be mown through at normal height of cut to introduce 

an informal design. 

Nick Rigden 
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Age UK Somerset encourage a move 

towards “normality” with their “Let’s 

mov e  toge t he r  a n d  i mpr ov e 

together” campaign. 

The last year has been an unusual and difficult one for most but for many 

older people it has been particularly hard, with long periods of self-

isolation impacting both mental and physical wellbeing. Research by Age 

UK has shown that many previously independent older adults have 

reported a loss of physical strength and capability, finding it harder to do 

daily activities such as going up stairs or walking the same distances they 

used to. Some have embraced modern technology, learning new skills and 

participating in online activities, helping them to maintain their existing 

levels of fitness but this has not been as rewarding as getting out and 

spending time with friends and family. 

Throughout the pandemic, Age UK Somerset have supported older people 

in the County. Because they help those who are most at risk from severe 

illness due to coronavirus, and those whose movements have been most 

restricted, they have been busier than ever. Despite some services being 

paused due to their physical nature, others sprung up to meet the new 

needs of this strange time, for example their telephone service called 

“Friendly Phone calls”, to help alleviate feelings of isolation and boredom.  

The charity’s Ageing Well team, who normally run and manage hundreds 

of community-based exercise classes, have held a wide range of online 

exercise sessions since last July. These classes have encouraged older 

people to maintain their current levels of fitness and given them a chance 

to see familiar, friendly faces. Full technical support has been given by the 

team and classes have included Tai Chi, yoga, pilates, general fitness and 

relaxation sessions. 

With plans to resume their community-based classes from the 17th May, 

Ageing Well have launched an inspiring “let’s move together and improve 

together” campaign. Whilst wanting to encourage older people to start 

coming to classes again, they are aware that many are nervous of doing 

so. They are putting in stringent measures to provide the greatest level of 

reassurance, reducing the number of participants allowed in each class 

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/globalassets/age-uk/documents/reports-and-publications/reports-and-briefings/health--wellbeing/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-older-people_age-uk.pdf
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/globalassets/age-uk/documents/reports-and-publications/reports-and-briefings/health--wellbeing/the-impact-of-covid-19-on-older-people_age-uk.pdf
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and introducing a new booking system. Classes will be re-started over a 

number of weeks, so that the team can oversee and manage them safely 

and effectively. A variety of online sessions will continue to run for those 

who would prefer to stay at home for the time being. 

The charity’s “stay strong, stay steady” classes – falls prevention sessions 

run in conjunction with Somerset County Council and the NHS – will also 

be resuming and hope to have a positive impact on the strength and 

balance of vulnerable adults.  

If you would like to find out more about any of Age UK Somerset’s 

c l as se s ,  p leas e ca l l  018 23  3 456 26  o r  em a i l 

ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk or visit www.ageuksomerset.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Village Hall and Recreation Ground charities officially merged in 2017 

and trustees felt that it was high time a new logo and website was 

developed to reflect the amalgamation. Social media content and 

presence will also be updated and upgraded to ensure that the 

community is kept up to date and can access the facilities and activities 

offered at the facilities.  

A website is currently being developed so that the community can find 

information about these incredibly important community facilities all in 

one place. The new website address will be stowey.org.uk and people can 

visit the site and register their interest to be notified when the site goes 

live. Trustees would like to thank the Hinkley Point C Community Fund for 

a small grant to fund the website build being commissioned by Barry Iles, 

of Simply Alien. 

Trustees would welcome photos, videos and content from the community 

to share on the website of activities at the recreation ground. If you would 

like to share your content, please forward it to Eleanor Jones 

stoweyrg@gmail.com. 

mailto:ageingwell@ageuksomerset.org.uk
http://www.ageuksomerset.org.uk
http://stowey.org.uk
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Saturday 3rd July  
 
We are looking at holding a relaxed and very low-key Party in the Park 

event on Saturday 3rd July, as we hopefully continue to escape the 

confines of lockdown. Running from 3 p.m. to 11 p.m. and centered on the 

portacabin at the Playing Field, this will be an opportunity for friends and 

neighbours to get together for a chat, some food and drink and to listen 

to some excellent music. 

We would love to hear from those of you that have been practicing away 

on their own during lockdown and who would relish the chance to 

entertain us on the day.  So, if you are a musician, singer, poet, juggler or 

whatever else, please get in touch to discuss what you can offer and what 

you might need from us. 

Similarly, if you run a local group or organisation and you would like this 

opportunity to promote your activities and/or seek new members, why 

not come along on the day and join in?  

If you are a local artisan and have been toiling away and now need to 

market your wares (or have learned a new craft over the past year), please 

consider displaying and selling your items to members of your local 

community. It is time to celebrate those new-found skills in the flesh.   

One suggestion we’ve come up with is along the lines of the Turnip prize 

run by the New Inn at Wedmore.  Their idea is a spoof on the Turner prize 

and the winner is the entry that gives the biggest laugh for the least 

amount of work.  We could have a Covid-themed competition for the 

adults, possibly called ‘The Pulitzer-the-other-one Prize’,  and a lockdown 

art /craft category for children.  You can learn more about the Turnip prize 

at this website: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-somerset-

54959423  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-somerset-54959423
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-somerset-54959423
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This is one idea, but we bet that you can come up with some better ones.  

The main thing is to celebrate the opportunity for the village to finally 

come together and catch up with what everyone has been up to.  We 

need as much input and as many ideas as possible. Get involved! Do you 

have any exciting ideas for Party in the Park? The wackier the better! Let 

us know. 

Can you help with the organisation or volunteer on the day? It does not 

take a huge amount of time and, as they say, ‘it’s better together’. 

Make a note of the date and see further details on the Nether Stowey 

Village Hall and Recreation Ground Facebook page, Stowey Centre 

Facebook Page and in the Messenger.  We will, of course, continue to be 

mindful of all relevant updates along the road out of lockdown when 

planning for the day. 

Contact Jo Scoins (732 601) or Ron Scales (07709 580 

695 / ronandlynn.scales@sky.com) if you want to get involved in moving 

the community forward post Covid.  We look forward to seeing you on the 

day. 

THE THOMAS POOLE LIBRARY 

 

GOOD NEWS! THE LIBRARY IS OPEN AND 

BROWSING IS BACK! 

Now that browsing is allowed, it has been great to see members and 

visitors back in the library again.........we have missed you! 

** WHAT’S NEW ** 

Not only does the library have a fantastic selection of books, audiobooks 

and DVDs to choose from, we also have some new additions:  

• A vibrant photographic display of plants and activities by Stowey 

Gardeners; 

• A display of paintings in our community display cabinet by local 

resident Gilly Harcombe; 

• Handcrafted gifts for sale made by Somerset artists. These include 

mailto:ronandlynn.scales@sky.com
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handmade fused glass gifts by Blueberry Glass 

(www.blueberryglass.co.uk) and handmade driftwood gifts and 

blank greeting cards by Driftwood Art and Design 

(www.emmaduke.co.uk);  

• A photo album of the Old School, which includes a timeline, photos 

and memories of past pupils;  

• A book cabinet displaying ‘The History of Our Memorial’ book, 

which is about the Memorial at The Cross, and a ‘Book of 

Remembrance and Roll of Honour’, which contains details of the 

fallen from Nether Stowey and Over Stowey in WW1 and WW2; and 

• A designated Tourist Information area which includes walks 

recommended by Stowey Walking. 

No need to be a member of the library to enjoy the displays or purchase a 

gift, so pop in to see us! Don’t forget there is also a Public Network 

computer available, so call the library on 01278 732741 during library 

opening hours if you would like to book a session. 

Covid-19 safety systems are still in place, so we ask that if you visit the 

library you wear a mask to protect our volunteers, sanitise your hands on 

entry and maintain social distancing. Returned books are still being 

quarantined for 72 hours before discharging and being placed back on 

the shelves. 

If you are unable to visit the library in person, Somerset Libraries have a 

range of online services such as free Books, Audiobooks and Magazines to 

download – you can also find live-streamed events and videos such as 

story-times. For further updates, visit their website at 

www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-communities/libraries/ or their 

Facebook Page at www.facebook.com/somersetlibrariesuk/ 

Our new website is up and running so visit 

www.thomaspoolelibrary.org.uk for more information about your library 

and the services offered. 

Our opening hours are Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10am – 1pm, 

Saturday 10am -12pm. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU SOON! 

http://www.blueberryglass.co.uk
http://www.emmaduke.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/somersetlibrariesuk/
http://www.thomaspoolelibrary.org.uk
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CRAZY COVID 

by James Freeman, age 9 

 

 

It’s all thanks to the NHS 

Without them we’d be in a mess. 

People dying every day 

Covid would be here to stay. 

 

Boris lived in Number 10 

He tried to make things good again. 

He told people not to drive their car. 

You could only drive if you didn’t 
drive far. 

 

Everyone thought it would be done 

But the worst was still to come. 

 

Boris kept us in our home 

Because near people Covid roamed. 

He shut down every single school 

Which all the children thought was 
cool. 

 

Captain Tom was in the war, 

He had seen it all before. 

Old and frail but still so strong 

He walked miles and released a song. 

 

Just then Boris let us out 

And he started with a shout 

“Everyone opens their door, 

Pubs and restaurants shut no more!”. 

 

Rishi Sunak made a deal 

Everybody gets a half price meal. 

People rushed out to the pub 

They drank their drink and they ate 
their grub. 

 

Everyone thought it would be done 

But the worst was still to come. 

 

September comes it’s school today. 

There were rules to our dismay. 

Social distance, sanitise. 

If you do these then you are wise. 

 

Teachers working with no fuss 

Trying to make the best for us. 

Teachers working not much fun 

THANK YOU TEACHERS for all you’ve 
done. 

 

Watching Newsround, Rule of Six. 

All the classes cannot mix. 

Missing friends, grandparents too. 

This is not the life we knew. 
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Everyone thought it would be done 

But the worst was still to come. 

November now, all clubs on pause 

All due to this Covid Cause. 

Birthdays cancelled, holidays too 

Christmas soon but what to do! 

 

No Christmas Carols or school plays 

No Christmas fayres or normal ways 

Christmas will be small this year 

Lots of people lacking cheer. 

 

Watching TV Monday night 

Parents were in for a fright. 

Cases rising, deaths are too 

We don’t know if it’s infected you! 

 

NHS are working still 

Helping those who are so ill. 

But vaccines start arriving now 

Boris Johnson take a bow. 

 

Margaret Keenan is first up 

The vaccine arrived in what looked 
like a cup. 

It is jabbed into your shoulder 

You get it first if you’re eighty or 
older. 

 

UK winning Covid fight 

With its vaccine dynamite. 

Now we are right at the top 

Quickly vaccine do not stop! 

 

Our thoughts are with those who’ve 
been ill. 

All their families grieving still. 

Memories scarred and loved ones 
lost. 

Deadly Covid has a cost. 

 

But we’re nearly there, we see an 
end, 

We won’t forget and hearts will 
mend. 

History is made and time has gone. 

We carry on fighting and live on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Note from the editor: 

James is in Year 4 at Nether Stowey 

Primary School and he wrote this poem 

during the second closure of schools in 

January to April 2021. 

I am sure you will all be as blown away by 

his eloquence and maturity as I was when 

I read it. 

Well done, James, and thank you for 

sharing it with us! 
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PRODUCTION OF ANNIE! THE MUSICAL 

Quantock Musical Theatre Company are proud to 

announce that their performance of ANNIE! THE 

MUSICAL will be going ahead once lockdown rules 

allow. Rehearsals will take place over 3 months and the 

show will then be performed at Nether Stowey Village 

Hall (if it’s still operating) or another local village hall.  

Calling all aspiring musical theatre actors! At least 8 children aged 

9-14 are needed for the show to go on. 

All adult roles have been filled but any adults who want to get involved 

in support roles or backstage are very welcome. 

The last time the QMTC staged Annie! it was nominated for 6 awards 

by the Fellowship of Drama for Somerset.  

WE DESPERATELY NEED A PIANIST FOR THE SHOW. IF YOU, OR 

ANYONE YOU KNOW, IS INTERESTED PLEASE CONTACT BRIAN. 

Brian Williams: 01278 732 325 

brianwilliams71@hotmail.co.uk 

THE LATEST FROM OVER STOWEY CRICKET CLUB 

After a forced lay off due to the pandemic and very little 

cricket being played during 2020, we are eagerly awaiting 

the opportunity, to once again put on the whites and  

actually meet up with folks we have not seen for some time. 

With strict Covid rules in place, we intend to run our two Saturday sides in 

the West Somerset League and in addition we will be entering an under 

11 team in the Taunton and District youth League.  

Youngsters aged 9-15 are more than welcome to attend training on 

Tuesdays between 5.45-7.30pm up at the ground. 

We have, for one reason or another lost a few players over the past twelve 

months.   So if you are new to the area, or looking for a change of club, or 
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simply want to restart playing cricket in a scenic setting, we would love to 

hear from you.  Please contact either Phil Rich 01278 732675 or Simon 

Pickard 01278 733062 for a chat.  

Senior Net practices take place on Thursdays at the ground, starting at 

6pm. 

Our first fixtures in the West Somerset League start on May 1st  with the 

1st XI away at Timberscombe under the captaincy of Stephen Miller and 

the 2nd XI begin with a home fixture against East Huntspill 2nds under the 

captaincy of Carl Woodley. All games are 40 overs in duration and start at 

2pm so please come along and support us. 

Hopefully if the easing of restrictions allows we will have a full season and 

I will update you throughout the summer in this magazine, or you can 

find us on Facebook. 

Over and Out           Simon Pickard 

THINKING OF TAKING ON AN ALLOTMENT? 

Taking on a plot can be rewarding but it’s challenging, tiring, 

and fun.  We hope that this information will help you decide if 

becoming a tenant is for you! 

What are the benefits? 

Growing your own food can be rewarding in lots of ways – 

watching your seeds grow through their many stages and ending up as fresh 

veg on your table is a very satisfying feeling.  In addition, you can be 

confident that your food hasn’t chalked up any air miles, has been grown 

organically (if this is what you have chosen to do) and is exactly what you 

want to eat.  You will probably also discover new recipes as you work out 

what to do with your glut of courgettes!  If that’s not enough, an allotment 

will keep you fit – for a lot less money than joining a gym – good for both 

your physical and mental health. 

What are the challenges? 

Challenge 1 – Clearing your plot. 

The plot you take on may not have been well cultivated by the previous 

tenant.  You will need to be prepared to put in some hard work to get the 
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site into a good condition for planting.  We do offer a one-off rotavation 

when you take on your plot, but you may prefer to hand dig any weeds.  

Either way, you might find that your plot needs plenty of digging anyway to 

loosen it up and fork in compost or manure.  Think about your level of fitness 

and how much you can manage, dig a bit at a time if you are unused to it and 

consider using weed suppressants to help manage the sections as you 

successfully clear them. 

Challenge 2 – Keeping those weeds at bay. 

You are required to keep your plot tidy and weed free and you will need to 

decide how to manage your weeds.  You may decide to try a variety of 

methods.  (Please remember that it is advisable to use a watering can for 

chemical weed killers as the wind can blow droplets of spray onto 

neighbouring plots).  Whatever you choose, it is likely to require physical 

effort!  Weeds are persistent so you will need to make regular visits to your 

plot to keep them at bay, especially during the growing season. 

Challenge 3 – Time management! 

Allotments need regular visits.  It is recommended to visit at least twice a 

week to keep on top of the weeding and in hot weather you might need to 

water your crops every day.  Have a think about how you would realistically fit 

this into your routine, or rope your family into helping. 

Challenge 4 – Tools and Equipment. 

You will need a certain amount of tools to tend your plot but the basics don’t 

need to cost a fortune.  Check out the local press or car boot sales for second 

hand tools, ask around other tenants or join up to Freecycle.  We strongly 

advise that you don’t keep tools or anything valuable on your plot.  You may 

want also to investigate whether your household insurance will cover your 

tools on the plot in the event of theft or damage. Our site is heavy clay and 

will require some heavy duty tools and plenty of compost. 

Challenge 5 – How do I choose what to plant?  And where to plant it?  And all 

the rest? 

Deciding what to plant and where to plant it can be daunting.  Do you want 

to consider companion planting or rotating the site?  What is the soil quality 

on the plot?  Does it suffer from exposure to the wind or is it covered in 

shade?  There are many books about allotments on the market so you should 

be able to find one to suit you.  Don’t be shy to ask your neighbouring 
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tenants for their advice.  Many of them are happy to pass on a tip or two.  The 

first year of your plot may not provide large quantities of fruit and veg as you 

may find your plot needs a lot of planning and preparation. As time goes on 

you will learn about your plot – what grows well, where it goes, how much 

watering, fertiliser or mulching is needed and so on.  If you are realistic about 

what you can achieve, plan well and act with patience, you are sure to reap all 

the rewards of being an allotment holder in the fullness of time! 

What do I do next? 

There are currently no vacant plots on the Nether Stowey Allotment site due 

to increasing demand during the pandemic lockdown.  The Nether Stowey 

Allotment Association and the Parish Council would like to know the level of 

continuing demand for plots in our Parish and we ask that anyone interested 

in becoming a plot holder should let the Parish Council know so they can 

assess whether additional land is required or not.  It does not make sense to 

acquire land that may not be utilised.    Bruce Roper 

Musgrove Park Hospital to get Dedicated Eye Theatre Suite 

People in Somerset are set to benefit from improved access to eye care 

thanks to a brand new £4.4 million ophthalmic theatre suite set to open at 

Musgrove Park Hospital.  

Mr Ed Herbert, consultant ophthalmologist at Somerset NHS Foundation 

Trust, said: “The eye unit is the busiest department at Musgrove Park Hospital, 

carrying out over 3,000 operations every year and providing nearly 50,000 

outpatient appointments.” It will mean consultant eye surgeons at the 

hospital will be able to perform many more operations every week. 

The centre will have dedicated changing rooms and a private waiting area, as 

well as rooms for anaesthetists and surgeons to speak confidentially to, and 

examine, patients before their operation. Patients will also be able to access 

the unit direct from the car park without needing to walk through the main 

hospital building. [NB. Approval for the development is subject to planning 

permission and Somerset West and Taunton Council will consider this at its planning 

meeting in early summer.] 

This new suite is in addition to a new outpatient macular and glaucoma hub 

being developed at Chard Hospital, which together will help patients get the 

excellent eye care they need, in a timely way. 
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CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT 

If you are self-isolating or need extra support, contact: 

Somerset Local Authorities’ Coronavirus Support Line - 0300 790 6275 

- 8am-6pm 7 days a week (they can put you in touch with local groups 

who can help with fetching shopping, medication and other essentials 

supplies, as well as other aid). 

Somerset Bereavement Support Service - 0800 3047 412 - Monday to 

Saturday, 9am-5pm 

Somerset Mindline - 01823 276 892 - is open 24 hours a day for mental 

health and emotional wellbeing support. 

Samaritans - 116 123 - 24 hour support line.  

Papyrus - 0800 068 4141 - If you are concerned about a young person 

who may have suicidal thoughts. 

Campaign Against Living Miserably (CALM) - 0800 58 58 58 - Offer 

support to males of any age.  

Educational Psychology Service - EPSHelpline@somerset.gov.uk (email 

best method of contact) or 01823 357 000 

Listening Chaplaincy Phoneline for people of all faiths - 0330 229 1700 - 

8am-11pm 7 days a week. 

Daily Hope free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers - 0800 804 

8044 - 24 hours a day 

Over Stowey Neighbourhood Watch - Tam Weeks - Mobile: 07841 866 

596 (between 8am-8pm only please) - Email: tam.weeks@yahoo.co.uk 

If you want to contact outside of 8am-8pm, please contact using text message, 

Facebook Messenger, Nextdoor or WhatsApp. 

See Community Directory (p.35) for Parish Council and Medical Centre 

contact details. 

 

 

tel:07841%20866596
tel:07841%20866596
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Questioning Values 

I have just started to read a recently published book by the former 

Governor of the Bank of England, Mark Carney. The book is called simply 

“Value(s)” – drawing subtle attention to the difference between “value” 

and “values”. 

Value is a word associated with the worth of something, often in monetary 

terms. For around 20 years I was a professional Valuer of property, 

inspecting mainly residential properties, establishing their monetary worth 

in order that a loan could be granted.  

Values on the other hand are those principles or standards by which one 

chooses to live – often associated with beliefs. 

In my present role as Associate Priest, I visit three Church of England 

Primary Schools each of which espouses a particular value each term – 

Compassion, Forgiveness, Hope, Justice, Love and Peace being just a few.  

Mark Carney would be familiar with these values and running through his 

book, which examines economics, politics and society, is the underlying 

crucial part that the value of Trust plays in these complex relationships. 

As I write this article our world is reeling from the economic fallout of the 

pandemic and this nation (and many others) coming to terms with the 

death of Prince Phillip, all within a backdrop of a climate and ecological 

crisis. There can surely be no more important a time for us all, as 

individuals and societies to consider what we most value and what are the 

underlying values of our own lives and those of our nation. 

As Christians  - and many other faiths – Trust in God is implicit. One of my 

favourite passages in the whole Bible, comes from the book of Proverbs: 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your 

paths straight” (Pr.3) 

Few of our paths through life are straight; there are many twists and turns 

and we cannot be sure of what awaits us around the corner as has been 

demonstrated all too clearly. Trust in God gets us round the bends and 

gives us strength to face what lies ahead and the more we trust the less 

we notice the bends.      Rev Kate Sax 
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CHURCH CONTACT POINTS 
ST. MARY’S, Nether Stowey with  ST. PETER & ST. PAUL, Over Stowey 

 
Rector   Revd. Eleanor King    Tel:  734 777    
  The Rectory, 25 St Mary St.   
  Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ   
  eleanor.king@hotmail.com   
      
Associate Priest Revd. Kate Sax    Tel. 671 168 
  The Vicarage, Church Road 
  Spaxton TA5 1DA 
  kate.kinkiizi@gmail.com   
  Working days:  Sun, Tues, Wed 
 
Readers  Mrs Viv Chesterton, B.A.   Tel:  733 568 
    3 Bishop Road, Nether Stowey TA5 1NP 
    Mrs Maggie Harrison   Tel:  741 230 
    2 Woodland Cottages, Holford TA5 1SE 
    Mrs Alison Hoare    Tel:  732 350 
    2 Park Cottages, Over Stowey 
    Mrs Jeanette Bole    Tel: 741 297 
    Putsham Mead, Kilve TA5 1DZ  
       
Church Wardens - Nether Stowey 
    Mr. Alan Simson    Tel:  (01984) 632 773 
    Weacombe Gate, West Quantoxhead, TA4 4EB  
    Mrs. Gerry Wright    Tel:  734 584 
    1 Mount Road, Nether Stowey, TA5 1LU 
 
Church Warden - Over Stowey 
    Mr. Peter Higginson   Tel:  732 102 
    Bincombe Tops, Over Stowey 
 
Church Centre Contact: 
       Mrs. Barbara Beer     Tel:  732 412  
 
Church Centre Bookings: 
       Mrs. Pat Stacey    Tel:  732 518  
 
Benefice Office:  
    Benefice Administrator      
    Mrs. Rebecca Tinnelly  
    Church Centre, 27 St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ 
    Office hours Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu. 9am - 11am 
    Otherwise phone & leave a message or email   Tel:  732 855 
  Email: qv.benefice@gmail.com 



 

 35 

COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 

Police  (emergency: 999  or non-emergency: 101) 

Email somwestnptsedgemoor@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 
 PC Tony Freeman, PC Claire Allen, Kim Wrixon, Jason Wyatt,  

Sue Marks (Hinkley issues only). @avonandsomerset.police.uk 
—————————————————————————————————— 

Antisocial behaviour 0800 298 2009 

Vandalism on the Quantock Hills use 101 
Household noise problems (Environmental Health) 0845 408 2540  

—————————————————————————————————— 
County Councillor:  Michael Caswell   01278 652 043 
 MCaswell@somerset.gov.uk 

District Councillors   Michael Caswell  01278 652 043     

 michael.caswell@sedgemoor.gov.uk 
   Julie Pay   01278 732 956            
   julie.pay@sedgemoor.gov.uk 

Nether Stowey Parish Council    Over Stowey Parish Council 
Clerk: Caro Slaymaker   Clerk: Amanda McMurren  

01278 733 779    01278 734 689 
clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk           clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk 

—————————————————————————————————— 
Bookings secretaries 

N/Stowey Church Centre Pat Stacey  01278 732 518 (9am—9pm) 
N/S Village Hall   Jan Miller 01278 733 436  

O/Stowey Village Hall  Wendy Hill 01278 732 194   
—————————————————————————————————— 

Quantock Medical Centre (if closed call the NHS on 111) 
Reception  01278 732 696   Dispensary 01278 733 385  

Centre open 8am-6:30pm (Mon-Fri) 
Repeat prescriptions line open 10-11.30am & 4-5pm (Mon-Fri)  

Pick up from Dispensary 10am-12pm and 4-6pm (Mon-Fri) 
quantock.mc@nhs.net    https://quantockmedicalcentre.gpsurgery.net/ 

Cannington Health Centre (if closed call NHS on 111) 
Reception  01278 652 335  Prescription line  01278 651 311   

————————–————————————————————————— 
Other Community Facilities 

Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline  03454 040 506  

Thomas Poole Library    732 741  (Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-1pm / Sat 10am-12) 

Quantock Hills AONB, Amanda Sampson - 01823 451 884,  quantockhills@somerset.gov.uk 
Community Car Scheme  Stowey Shuttle - 07943 923 742 (48 hours in advance)
Nether Stowey Post Office  732 235 (9am-1pm & 2-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-12:30 Sat, 

    closed Sun) 
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NOTES FROM NETHER STOWEY PARISH COUNCIL 

Although for now the office is closed to the public except by 

appointment, we are working and you can contact us by e-mail or 

on the office phone number (01278 733779) during working 

hours every day as calls divert to me when no-one is there. Please let it ring a 

bit longer to allow for time it takes to do the diversion. Fuller information is 

available on our website at www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk  

The Parish Council has started discussions with representatives from Hinkley 

Point to find ways to reduce the impact their staff increase will have on the 

village – in particular as regards parking, but there are other issues of 

concern.  

We are following up a number of ideas and we ask any landowners who have 

space close to the village which they could offer as space to create car 

parking? Do you have a driveway or garage that you would be interested to 

rent to a Hinkley Point worker? Please contact us at the office or e-mail 

address below if you do!  

We would also ask that if you are thinking of offering accommodation to HPC 

workers, that you consider the impact this will have on your neighbours if you 

are not able to offer off-road parking.  Moving your own vehicle to a verge or 

other legal place, so that your lodger doesn’t get reported is not helpful as 

this does not reduce the overall number of cars parking, especially when they 

are parked in dangerous or inconsiderate locations. 

The local elections take place on Thursday 6 May. Although we are not 

having any local Council elections this year, there is still the Police & Crime 

Commissioner to be elected and, more importantly a referendum for Nether 

Stowey’s Neighbourhood Plan.  The referendum is the final stage in a long 

road leading up to this point and it will enable us to have a say in how our 

village is shaped for the future. The Neighbourhood Plan has been written by 

a group of local residents, overseen by the Parish Council with the help of a 

professional consultant. Copies of the Plan are available to collect from the 

office or on the website at http://netherstowey-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2021/03/Neighbourhood-Plan-Ref-version.pdf  

The Parish Council will have their next and last meeting on Zoom on Thursday 

6 May. Details will be on the website nearer the meeting date. Parish Council 

meetings will be held in the Church Centre from June onwards, on the usual 

http://www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk
http://netherstowey-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Neighbourhood-Plan-Ref-version.pdf
http://netherstowey-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Neighbourhood-Plan-Ref-version.pdf
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date (the second Monday of the month) at 7pm. This assumes, of course that 

everything goes to plan on the Covid-19 route out of lockdown. 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 24 May at the Village Hall at 7pm. 

This is a meeting of the community, not a Parish Council meeting and you are 

invited to raise any local issues or ask the Parish Council to investigate certain 

matters which are of concern. Further details will be published at the 

beginning of May. 

Tel: 01278 733779 or e-mail: clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk    

Website : www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk  

Caro Slaymaker, Clerk to the Nether Stowey Parish Council 

OVER STOWEY PARISH COUNCIL 

It was with great sadness that the Parish Council learned of the death of HRH 

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh in April. Our thoughts are with Her Majesty 

the Queen and all members of the Royal Family. 

With regards to what has been happening within the parish, a new councillor 

has been welcomed following the March 2021 meeting. Two very strong 

candidates were considered, however, following full and comprehensive 

presentations made by both, it was agreed that Tammy Weeks be co-opted as 

the new member. The Parish Council look forward to working with Tammy for 

the benefit of the parish as a whole. 

It has been noted that the MUGA is being used on a regular basis, which is 

great news. The tennis net can be removed to enable the whole area to be 

used for sport and instructions on this will be made available. We are all 

hoping for good weather in the coming months so that everyone who wishes 

to use the facility is able to take advantage of what is available. 

The other piece of good news is that after 15 months, the dog waste bins 

have finally been delivered! The locations for them to be installed will 

confirmed and hopefully they will be in place very soon. 

An announcement has been made that the emergency legislation regarding 

the ability to hold remote meetings will not be extended. The Government is 

running a Call for Evidence consultation on the use/provision 

of remote meetings and this will be considered at the April 2021 meeting.  

The move towards a Unitary Authority continues and many Town and Parish 

Councils are starting to look at how this might impact on how they operate. It 

is not expected that any devolution of assets and services will happen 

mailto:clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk
http://www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk
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immediately, but that it will evolve over a period of time. It has been 

suggested that the first step is for Town/Parish Councils to consider their 

aspirations for the future as decisions and changes will be made over the 

longer term. For further information please access the following sites: 

onesomerset.org.uk and www.strongersomerset.co.uk 

The Annual Parish Meeting and April monthly meeting will have taken place 

on Wednesday 28th April 2021 and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 

(including the election of the Chairman and Vice-chair for 2021/2022) is due 

to be held on Wednesday 19th May 2021. It is still to be confirmed how this 

will run to ensure the safety of all attendees (possibly outside of the village 

hall – weather permitting). This information will be posted on the website and 

notice board as soon as the Clerk has made the necessary arrangements. 

With regards to the ongoing COVID-19 situation, if anyone needs any help or 

support from the Parish Council, please contact the Clerk. Alternatively, if you 

require more specific information or advice, the Clerk can signpost you to the 

relevant group or agency, to ensure you get the correct and appropriate 

response. 

If you have any other concerns or issues you would like to bring to the 

attention of the Parish Council, please contact us in the usual ways: 

Website: https://www.overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk/ 

Email: clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Phone: 01278 734689 (please feel free to leave a message if there is no reply) 

If you could leave your contact details, we can then ensure any concerns 

raised are on the agenda for the next meeting. 

Amanda McMurren, Clerk t o the Over Stowey Parish Council 

STOWEY GREEN SPACES GROUP 

The 3rd Saturday of each month is a scheduled litter-picking day for the 

Stowey Green Spaces Group, in Nether and Over Stowey and sometimes 

further afield too.  We know that other volunteers deal with the problem on 

an on-going basis as well and thank them for that.   

In Nether Stowey, March’s session was a bit of a curate’s egg - some areas 

very good (drivers improved their behaviour or some volunteers putting in 

overtime?) and others “challenging”. 

Many of the athletes who returned with delight when restrictions on the 

https://onesomerset.org.uk/
https://www.overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk
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Recreation Ground were substantially lifted were so focussed on their sporting 

activities and immediate need for energy building drinks and carbs that they 

forgot all about litterbins or recycling containers at home. 

Some users of Plot 173 (the Old Orchard off Old Farm Road) also failed to 

locate the litterbin and opted for stashing 4 bags of rubbish under the 

brambles on site. Someone elsewhere is missing a right-foot wellington 

boot.    

Over Stowey continues working away quietly. 

With regard to COVID rules (per BBC website): 

• at the moment 6 people, or two households, can meet outside, so we 

were able to ask a friend or two along on the April litter pick.  

• if all goes well, but not before 17 May (Stage 3), people can meet 

outdoors in groups of up to 30. The May litter pick is 15 May, so don’t 

get excited about coffee and cake at the Portacabin that is the reward 

at the end of the monthly sessions under normal circumstances. 

• if all goes even better but not before 21 June (Stage 4), it is hoped that 

all legal limits on social contact will be removed. 

Let us hope that all goes well!! 

The Green Spaces Group does other work too, of a more ‘natural’ kind.  We 

have been clearing the brambles that have been strangling the saplings and 

young trees along the A39 Bypass between the Village Hall and Church Centre 

and replacing other brambles with grass and wildflower seed.  We have plans 

for the next stage of Stowey Wood; it is an on-going work-in-progress.  We 

lent a hand with opening up the footpath on The Mount last autumn and it is 

well worth a visit now – masses of spring flowers. 

If you would like to join us, contact Judith Greig 732 483 or 

judithgreig@icloud.com 

Judith Greig 

WI REPORT 

The Committee met on 15th April, socially-distanced and in the open air, to 

discuss how we can go forward to some normality whilst adhering to 

Government guidelines and rules.  A lot of members must be wondering what 

is happening and when we can get back to normal. 

From 1st April we have amalgamated with Fiddington WI, whose membership 
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has been falling, and merging with Nether Stowey seemed beneficial to both 

WIs. We look forward to welcoming six new ladies. 

Subscriptions of £32 for the year 1st April 2021 to 31st March 2022 are now 

due. Cheques should be made payable to Nether Stowey WI. 

From now on, meetings will be held at 2pm in the Church Centre on the 

second Thursday of the month; this was the preferred time for members. 

We thought people might enjoy just getting together and seeing other faces 

they haven't been able to during the last year, so on Thursday 20th May we 

will be holding a get-together rather than our normal monthly meeting.  This 

will be held in the open space behind the Church Centre, at 2pm.  

Refreshments will not be provided so members must bring their own if they 

wish.  For this, and all future meetings held in the Church Centre, we will be 

using the plastic chairs rather than the upholstered seats, as chairs need to be 

wiped down after each use.   

On Thursday 24th June we be holding an AGM, up to a maximum of 30 

people.  By this date we should be able to hold meetings indoors.  The Church 

Centre is a large airy space with several doors which we can open. Any visitors 

(that is people who are not currently members) will have to contact Terry 

Binding, on 732710 or Margaret Harris on 734613. This is due to the track 

& trace Government guidelines in case we have to contact anyone, and details 

will only be kept, in confidence, for 3 weeks. 

On Thursday 8th July we will be having our normal meeting, and a return visit 

by Adele and Claire, who  have given us a very entertaining evening before 

and this will be equally enjoyable.  A full programme of speakers has been 

drawn up and will be available soon. 

Due to Covid-19 there will be, for the time being, things we have to observe.  

Therefore hand sanitisers will be provided and must be used.  A one-way 

system for the toilet will be necessary and numbers in the kitchen will be 

restricted. Social distancing must still be observed so members will have to sit 

at tables arranged in a safely spaced manner. 

We hope this information will help to clarify the current situation in these very 

confusing and challenging times whilst we are currently being slowly and 

carefully “unlocked”. 

AB 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
 

Advertisements are accepted in good faith, but customers 
should satisfy themselves that advertisers are able to supply 

the services they offer. 
 

To advertise in the Quantock Messenger, contact Sally 
Dymock on  

advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk 
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Modern & Friendly Environment 
Gift Vouchers Available   

Ladies, Gents & Children 
Full Disabled Access (Cannington)  

 
 East Street Cannington 

TA5 2HJ 
Tel: 01278-651251 

 
 Angel Crescent Bridgwater 

TA6 3EW  
Tel: 01278-452290 

 
www.browns-hairandbeauty.co.uk 



 

 45 

Castle Antiques, 

Books and  

Collectables 

 

Castle Antiques 

Old Cross House 

High Street 

Stogursey TA5 1TB 

Tel: 01278 733491 

 

Open:  

Friday and Saturday 

10am to 5pm 
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Sally is waiting to hear about your advert to fill this space! 

Phone: 732 298 
 

Email 
advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk 
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FIDDINGTON VILLAGE 
HALL 

 
Heather 734 624 or  

07887 684 245 
  

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co 

 
Coffee Morning and 

Book Swap  
 

First Saturday of each 
month, 10-12.  

 
£1 incl. drink, biscuit/cake 

and book.  
 

Extra book 50p.  
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Sally is waiting to hear about your advert to fill this space! 
Phone: 732 298 

Email advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk 
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[opp. ASDA by Bus Station] 
 

We are a local business serving the 
Community with good, honest, 

‘old fashioned’ advice and service. 
Vast range of roll stock and samples at 

various prices 
Not just Carpets, but also Rugs, Woods, 

Laminates, Vinyls, Safety Flooring, 
Karndean, Flotex, Carpet Tiles and 

Underlays 
Furniture move and uplift/disposal of old 

flooring 
Free Quotations and no obligation measuring 

service. 
Home visits with samples not a problem. 
Visit Crown for all your Carpet & Flooring 

requirements. 

Email: sclarke3@talktalk.net 
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CHRIS’S TAXI 

 

7 seats/wheelchair  
access 

 
Bookings 24/7 

 
All occasions, anywhere 

 
Need to get there -  
then call anytime 

 
Chris Nurton 

07980 530 552 

for Lower Accountancy Fees and a Better Quality Service contact 

Nicholas Owens of N. E. Owens & Co. est.1989) 

tel. (01278) 425 933   specialising in 
 ANNUAL ACCOUNTS   VAT   TAXATION   TAX RETURNS 

Low rates for Shopkeepers, Pubs, Farmers, Builders, Plumbers, Carpenters, Painter/
Decorators, Electricians and all Small Businesses. On line Tax Return and PAYE Re-
turn Service available. Annual Accounts from £100. Tax returns from £40. 

Member of the Federation of Small Businesses—22 St. Mary Street, Bridgwater 
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Parsonage Farm 
Bed & Breakfast is a  

traditional 17th  
century farmhouse 
and smallholding 

with log fires,  
delicious meals, 

and beautiful  
gardens. 

The Ancient Mariner 
 

Come & try our new menu 

Fine selection of local Real Ales 

Excellent home cooked Sunday lunch 

Every Sunday  

Perfect for any celebration or event 

Tel 01278 733 544 
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The Cottage Inn 

Pub & Restaurant 

Keenthorne, nr. Nether Stowey 
(01278) 732 355 

*Home-made food* 
*Real Ales* Fine Wines* 

and a warm welcome 
 

Everything you want from a traditional  
English Country Pub 

 

email : thecottage-inn@btconnect.com 
www.thecottageinnkeenthorne.co.uk 

245 Castle St. Nether Stowey 
TA5 1LN Tel: 01278 732 228 

Email: 

theoldciderhouse@gmail.com 
website 

www.theoldciderhouse.co.uk 

Period guesthouse in the centre of 

Nether Stowey   
Four ensuite rooms •Licensed dining 

•Log fires  •Pets welcome 

•On site micro brewery •Private parking 

Ideal for walking, cycling, sight seeing or just relaxing. 
The perfect place to start or finish the Coleridge Way trail 

Lynne & Ian look forward to welcoming you all 
year round 

THE OLD CIDER HOUSE  

The Old House 
Self-catering Cottages & Bed & Breakfast 

St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey  
Cottages of great charm and character 
furnished with every attention to comfort. 
For those who wish to be spoilt: luxury 
B&B accommodation in the Coleridge Suite & Sara’s Room 

4 star Gold & Breakfast Award 

Tel:(01278) 732 392  Web: www.theoldhouse-quantocks.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

LIME STREET, NETHER STOWEY, TA5 1NH  
TEL 01278 733 540 07803 042 725  

7 en-suite rooms * 1 family suite * 2 rooms with self-contained kitchens 

Excellent breakfast * Guest parking * WIFI * Families welcome * Close to 
Quantock Lakes wedding venue * Home from home comforts 
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Jane Taylor 
Garden  
Design 

(HNC Landscape and Garden Design) 

 
Beautiful Gardens to Fit 

 your Budget 
Single Borders to Whole Gardens 
Contemporary to Country Styles 

Gorgeous planting! 
Advice, Annual Pruning,  

Maintenance. 
 

Please Contact Jane 
01278 732 393 

mob-   07742632728 
Or Visit Yell.com 
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PAUL COBBLEDICK 
TREE SURGEON 

 

For all aspects of Tree Work 
 

LOGS & WOOD CHIPS 
 FOR SALE 

 

Tel. (01278) 732 114 

Books for LIFE! 
Mervyn Todd, St. Mary St. 
Nether Stowey, TA5 1LJ 

Aid Projects; Health/Eye 
Camps; Wells; Hospital 

Equipment; Orphans; Funding Medicines; 
Food and Vitamins for those in need. 

YOUR DONATION WILL SAVE LIVES 
tel. 01278 732426 

 
 

Sally is waiting to hear about your 
advert to fill this space! 

Phone: 732 298 
Email 

advertising@ 
quantockmessenger.org.uk 
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VACUUM CHIMNEY 
SWEEP 

Over 20 years experience 
 

AGA & Rayburn service/repair 

Wood burner repair/refurb 
Distance no object 

Mr M H Kellaway, Glen 
Close, Main Road, Holford 
Tel: 01278 741 572 

Quantock Lodge Pool 

Opening Hours 
 

Sunday 
   10.30am – 12.30pm Family 

Swim 
 

Monday 
   6.30pm – 8.15pm Lanes Swim 
 

Tuesday 
   7.45am  – 10.15am Adult Swim 
    

Thursday 
   7.45am – 10.00am Adult Swim 

   6.30pm – 8.15pm  Lanes Swim 
  

 Quantock Lodge  Leisure 
 Over Stowey, Bridgwater  

TA5 1HD 

01278 733 375 
info@quantocklodge.co.uk 
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 KEENTHORNE GARAGE 

Email: keenthornegarage@btconnect.com  

Tel (01278) 
732 256  

M.O.Ts      Servicing 
Repairs    Car Sales 

Tyre Sales     
Air con. Servicing 

Keenthorne, 
Nether Stowey, 
Bridgwater, 
Somerset TA5 1HZ 

www.keenthornegarage.co.uk 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Chris Flay 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 

Plumbing & 
Heating Ltd 

 

For Quality 
Workmanship 

& Guaranteed 
Success 

 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 
Rayburn-Aga-Stanley, Sales & Service 

Gas, Oil and Solid Fuel Installations 
Oil Tank Replacement, 24 Hour 

Service,  oil burner conversions 

Domestic or New Housing Enquiries 
W elcome 

CORGI registered Installer no. 10789  

CENTRAL 

HEATING 

NETHER STOWEY OFFICE  

(01278) 732 732 
Fax (01278) 733 422  

Yard and Store (01278) 733 444  

 
 

Sally is waiting to hear about your 
advert to fill this space! 

Phone: 732 298 
Email 

advertising@ 
quantockmessenger.org.uk 
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Reliable, 12 years Experience, 
 CITB Qualified & Insured 

 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

email 

neilbuller@hotmail.co.uk 
 

website 

www.neilbullercarpentry.co.uk 
 

Address: 1 Court Orchard,  
Cannington,TA5 2QH 

 

Call 07796 545428 
to book your free quotation! 

mailto:neilbuller@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/neilbullercarpentry


 

 59 

 

Your Local Builder for 25 Years 

MARK. A. STACEY 
General Builder 

Long Acre, Burton, Stogursey, Bridgwater Somerset TA5 1QB 

tel. (01278) 733 356  mobile: 07966 248 699 
Email: markstacey77@googlemail.com 
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KEVIN 

STACEY 
Painter & Decorator & all types of 

property maintenance 

Free Quotations 

kevinstacey@live.com 

07581 432662 

01278 733587 

Dave Date 
Painter and Decorator, Interior and Exterior 

All types of Tiling. Any other work considered 

For a Quality Job  and Great Value  
 

Tel. (01278) 741 356  or  
Mobile 077 0977 2457 

C Wilkins 
Painter & Decorator  
General Property 

Maintenance 
 ●City and Guilds 
 ●Free Quotation 
 ●NVQ Qualified 
 ●OAP Discount 

35 East Street 
Cannington, 

Bridgwater TA5 2HL 
 

 Tel: (01278) 651 229   
Mobile 07576 58 99 79 

TIM  STACEY 
Painter & Decorator 

 
HOUSE MAINTENANCE 

 

Free estimates 
 
 

(01278) 
 

 733 847 
or mobile 

 

07811 
558 521 
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St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey 
    Dances, Concerts, Conferences, 
         Receptions & Exhibitions. 
Level site with easy access for disabled.     
Large illuminated parking area.   
Hall and Kitchen and a comfortable               
lounge for smaller meetings.   All well heated.  Wi-fi available. 
Please ask about tables, chairs, cutlery, crockery when booking. 

Bookings:  Pat Stacey tel. 732 518 

Over stowey village hall 
 

Available for hire Including a bar 

 

Meetings, parties, receptions, luncheons, classes, 

exhibitions 

Sun-Thurs £10 per hour for O/Stowey Residents—£12 per hour for all others. 
Fri-Sat £15 per hour for O/Stowey Residents—£17 per hour for all others.   

 

For details and bookings, please telephone WENDY HILL (01278) 732 194 

If the BAR is needed, please ask at time of booking.  

LITTLES STORES 

7 St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey 
 

•In-store Bake Off & fresh bread daily • Fresh self 

service fruit & veg • National Lottery • Newspapers & magazines plus daily 

deliveries • Full extensive range of groceries & household goods • Look out 

for special offers. Many half price or buy one, get one free •  

7am-7pm Mon-Sat, 8am-5pm Sun - Tel .  (01278)732 249 

kri sconvenience@yahoo.com 
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Funeral Directors 
Independent Funeral Directors for Five Generations 

Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans available 

Keenthorne, Nether Stowey, TA5 1HZ 


