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Allotment Association 

Bruce Roper  732 043 

Active Living Group 

Call 734 613 or 733 040; 733 151;  732 609 

Coleridge Probus Club 

Philip Comer (01984) 656 720 

Coleridge Cottage 

Tel: 732 662 

Friends of Coleridge 

Eliza Sackett 733 660 

Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey 

Sian Stafford 732 741   

Friends of Over Stowey Church 

Christopher Stone 732 907 

Friends of Quantock 

Mary ter Braak (01984) 656 633 

Friends of Nether Stowey School 

Lisa Rendle 732 508 

Nether Stowey Football Club 

Chair:  Nigel Waterman 732 310  

Seniors:  Steve Easden 07788 370014  

Juniors: Nigel Waterman 732 310  

Minis: Richard Marriott 07890 451694 

Nether Stowey Playing Fields Committee 

Jane Erskine 732 025 

Nether Stowey Short Mat Bowls 

Cath Roberts 732 789 

Nether Stowey Twinning Association 

Open to everyone. Ian Pearson 732 228 

Nether Stowey Village Hall 

Jan Miller 733 436 

Nether Stowey & Fiddington Women’s 
Institute 

Margaret Harris 734  613 

Terry Binding 732 710 

Over Stowey Bellringers 

Over Stowey Bowls Club 

Wendy Hill 732 194 

Over Stowey Cricket Club 

Phil Rich 732 675 

  

Over Stowey Rights of  Way Group 

Richard Ince 733 237 

Over Stowey Social Club 

Sue Thomas 732 905 

Over Stowey Tennis Court 

Liz Onions 732 195 

Quantock AONB Office, Fyne Court 

Tel: (01823)  451 884 

Quantock Beekeepers Association 

Ken Edwards 671 544 

Quantock Players 

Wendy Hobbs 733 197 

Quantock Quilters 

Gill Griffiths 733 709 

Quantock Tennis Club 

Robin Bendall 732 633 

Royal British Legion - N/Stowey & District 

Viki Fielder 238 691 

Stogursey Forget-Me-Not Cafe 

Helen Cuttell 734 818 

Stowey Bears (pre-school) 

Tina Miller 734 636 

Stowey Book Club 

Alison Whittingham 732 446 

Stowey Gardeners 

Juliet Harkness 733 245 

Stowey Green Spaces Group 

Judith Greig 732 483 

Stowey Walking 

Lynne Abbott 732 228 

Wednesday Club (formerly the Day Centre) 

Maggie Harrison 732 532  

CLUBS & SOCIETIES  IN NETHER  STOWEY &  OVER STOWEY 
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Your Messenger Team 
Please email articles / photos to editor@quantockmessenger.org.uk  

Please send adverts to advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk.   
We are always pleased to receive articles in any form (by phone, handwritten, typed or by email). You 

may leave articles for The Messenger at the Church Centre or at the Parish Council Offices, on the Cross 

in Nether Stowey.  Deadline for articles is the 15th of the preceding month. 

September 2021 
Dear All, 

It’s hard to believe that we are in September already. I wish a happy and 

‘normal’ new school year to all children and young people heading back to 

school! Despite our somewhat changeable weather, I hope people have been 

able to enjoy the summer period. I feel fortunate that with the lifting of 

restrictions (alongside maintaining sensible and safe precautions) I have been 

able to spend some time with family and friends, including my young 

nephews. I had not seen them in well over a year in person and they are of 

the age when they change so much in a short period of time. I very much 

hope that many of you have been able to enjoy spending time with family 

and/or friends, or have plans coming up. 

It was lovely to see the community out at Party in the Park in August - thank 

you to everyone who gave time and effort to make it a success (p.34-35). 

It is also fantastic to be receiving reports in from different community groups 

which have started to meet up again - please keep sending in updates with 

photos to share with us! We are also looking for people to join the editing 

team for the Quantock Messenger (see p.6) - if you are interested, get in 

touch to find out more! 

Take care, Annabelle 

Cover Photos (L-R): Party-In-The-Park; Balfour Beatty Volunteers helping the Stowey 

Green Spaces Group instal a flight of steps in Stowey Wood, photo by Judith Grieg; 

Knit & Natter Group meeting in August; Beautiful landscape captured by Linda 

Lillington; Weather Vane from St. Mary’s Street, photo by Terry Abbiss. 

Ruth Richardson   Editor 229 682 Annabelle Whitlock Editor By email 

Sally Dymock    Advertising 732 298 Richard Beer     Printer 732 412  

Sally & John 

Dymock  

Collating 732 298 Phil & Kath Peckham 

- Molly Bradner   

Assembly -

Distribution 

732 288 

732 166 
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DIARY DATES 2021 

Every Friday - Knit & Natter - 10-11:30 - TPL 

Tues 7th Sept - Short Mat Bowls - 2-5pm - NS CC 

Wed 8th Sept - Nether Stowey Wednesday Club - 10.30pm - NS CC 

Wed 8th Sept - A talk about the Battle of Sedgemoor - 7.30pm - TPL 

Thurs 9th Sept - WI: Driftwood Art with Emma Duke - 2pm - NS CC  

Mon 13th Sept - Quantock Quilters restarts - 10-1 - NS CC 

Wed 15th Sept - Wednesday Club restarts - 10am-2pm - NS CC 

Thurs 16th Sept - Stowey Gardeners-Seed Saving Talk -7.30pm - NS CC 

Fri 24th Sept - Macmillan Coffee Morning at The George - 10am 

Sat 25th & Sun 26th Sept - The Quantock Hills Walking Festival 

Fri 8th Oct - Traditional Harvest Supper - 7pm - OS VH 

Wed 13th Oct - Book launch of ‘The Touch of the Magdalene’ with author 

Diana Barsham - 7.30pm - TPL 

Thurs 14th Oct - WI: Marie Antoinette's Guide to Farming - 2pm - NS CC  

Sunday 17th Oct - Hamlet Act Six: A Comedy - 2.30pm - Fiddington VH 

Thurs 11th Nov - WI: Christmas Theme Decorations with Jenny Barnham - 

2pm - NS CC  

Weds 17th Nov - The History of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

- 7.30pm - TPL 

Fri 3rd Dec - Bingo Night! - Doors open 7pm, eyes down 7:30pm - OS VH 

Thurs 9th December - WI: Christmas Celebration Tea with Jan McNeill - 2pm - 

NS CC  

 

NS CC - Nether Stowey Church Centre 

NS VH - Nether Stowey Village Hall 

OS VH - Over Stowey Village Hall 

TPL - Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey 
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WANT TO JOIN OUR TEAM? 

We are looking for new editors to join the Quantock 

Messenger team. 

The work of editing the magazine is taken in turns, so it is not 

a monthly commitment. All you need is an eye for detail and 

the ability to work with MS Publisher. 

Please email editor@quantockmessenger.org.uk if you would 

like more information.  

AN OUTING? 

Now that the Covid situation has been primarily resolved, how would you like 

to take your family, visitors or residents on a short outing or perhaps just a 

lazy picnic by yourself? 

St. Nicholas Church is a Wayfarers church 

and retreat centre situated in the small 

hamlet of Kilton, set at the foot of the 

picturesque Quantock hills. It is an oasis of 

peace and tranquillity, set among mature 

trees and with views over the Bristol 

Channel. 

This fascinating, once redundant church is 

open most days for private prayer, or for 

visitors to look round, and browse the interesting library. It is a very pleasant 

place for a picnic, and if advance notice is given, a kitchen where tea and 

coffee can be made, plus a toilet which would be unlocked in anticipation of 

your visit. 

Within easy reach of the A39, go North on the Kilton road on the sharp bend 

half way between Holford and Kilve.  There is ample parking and several 

benches available to be in the sun or the shade.  St. Nicholas’ grounds 

provide a lovely place for an afternoon visit. 

Contact: Annette on 01278 733 504 or just drop in when passing. Project 21 

now in porch. 

 
Directions: Go through Holford towards Kilve, but at the sharp left hand bend 
(previously known as ‘AA Box Corner because this was the location of an old yellow 
AA phone box). Go straight on up the hill and down the other side. Drive through a 
double bend past some farm buildings and up the next hill. Kilton Church is at the top 
on your left. You can park on the grass by the gate. 
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NETHER STOWEY FOOTBALL CLUB 

 

Seniors 

 

Training - It has been encouraging to see so many seniors training, getting 

ready for the forthcoming season. In having two sides on a Saturday and a 

Sunday side, there seems to be an abundance of players to choose from. 

Senior team manager, Steve Easden, has been encouraged by this and the 

commitment of the players during training.  

 

Pre-season friendlies -  Stowey have had a large quantity of friendlies to 

utilise as many players as possible. 

The majority of friendly games have been against teams from a higher 

division and therefore the standard of opposition has been better. There have 

been some encouraging results, especially against a useful Wellington side, 

where the sides drew 2-2. 

 

Sponsorship - The club welcome C2 Safety and The Ancient Mariner as 

sponsors of the club. C2 Safety will sponsor the Saturday Reserves, whereas 

the Mariner will sponsor the coaches tracksuit tops. 

 

For more information about the club please visit the club's facebook page or 

for training contact Steve Easden 

on 07788 370014 

 

Pictured wearing our new kit from 

left to right are: Elliot Smith (Sat 

1st XI kit); Josh Watts (Sat 2nd XI 

kit) and Cheney Mogford (Sun kit). 

 

Mark Sells  
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NETHER STOWEY RECREATION GROUND MUGA COURTS  

 

We are pleased to inform you there is no charge for using the MUGA courts 

weekdays 9am-5pm on an ad-hoc basis. (Formal groups or those wishing to 

ensure a specific time should still book & pay £15 for 3G court & £10 for the 

hard court per hour. These hirers have priority). 

 

To obtain the padlock code please text or phone Sharon on 07748 071147.  

 

The courts will remain locked to prevent vandalism. They are very costly to 

repair & should not be used for bicycles, scooters or e-scooters. 

 

From The Playing Field Committee 

www.stowey.org.uk 

We intend to restart short mat bowls in the 

Church Centre on Tuesday 7th September 2021. 

Note new time of 2pm to 5pm. Looking forward 

to seeing old members and anyone else who 

would like to give it a try, we do have some bowls 

etc for people who would like to have a go.  

 

Contacts: Cath Roberts 732789 or Margaret Harris 734613. 

NETHER STOWEY RECREATION GROUND - PFR CLUB 

 

Congratulations to the winners of the August Playing Field Draw/50:50 

Lottery! 

 

All details of the draw can now been found on our NEW website 

www.stowey.org.uk under the 'About' section. You will see that we have given 

tel:07748071147
http://www.stowey.org.uk/
http://www.stowey.org.uk/
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it a new name '50:50 Lottery' and that new subscribers are encouraged to 

subscribe for a 12 month period. (Existing subscribers can continue with their 

monthly/six-monthly arrangements). You can also contact us with any queries 

or message using the appropriate tabs. (Of course, you can just stop Jane 

Erskine or Sharon Mayell in the street for a chat!) 

 

 

August 2021 1st £34.87 100 L Popovic 

 2nd £17.44 38 M Cooke 

 3rd £10.47 2 P & S Linford 

 4th £6.97 150 W Williams 

NETHER STOWEY WEDNESDAY CLUB 

St Mary’s Church Centre 

Every Wednesday (term time) 

 

Hello returning members and new members, we are back in the Church 

Centre on 8th September for a coffee and a chat at 10.30am to 11.15am for 

our new members can get to meet the whole group.  We have only been 

meeting in groups of 4 previously. 

 

We shall then resume our full meeting including lunch on 15th September 

starting with a full programme of activities for the Autumn term 10.00am to 

2.00pm. 

 

As before the Primary School will provide us with a cooked lunch and dessert, 

anyone with special dietary requirements, please let us know before the 

meeting. 

 

It’s been a long 18 months and many of you have been isolating from friends, 

family, and neighbours.  It will be good to meet up with old and new friends 

and try and get clubs back to some kind of normality. 

 

Look forward to seeing you on the 8th September at 10.30am. Keep safe. 

  

CONTACT:  Maggie 01278 732532 or Tina 01278 732382 
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NOTES FROM NETHER STOWEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

The Parish Office is now open to the public every day except 

Thursday. Our office hours remain the same – 10am until 1pm.  

The Parish Council is offering a “re-opening refreshment kit” for groups who 

are re-starting meetings and activities. So far  we have provided tea, coffee, 

biscuits etc to four groups. If you run a group and would like a similar 

contribution please contact Caro (details below). 

The Parish Council are looking for someone to help with minor work and odd

-jobs to help tidy up around the village. Tasks would involve work such as 

sweeping, strimming etc. Please contact Caro if you can help or would like 

more details.  

 

During September we expect to be undertaking further work in the car park. It 

will be essential to close the car park for a couple of days. We know that this 

is inconvenient, but the work cannot be carried out around parked cars. The 

exact date has still to be agreed – please look out for notices with more 

information. We would also like to remind you that the car park is intended 

for short-term stays only, not for long-term storage of vehicles.  

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 13 September at the Church 

Centre. Restrictions may apply depending on Government guidance at that 

time. 

 

Caro Slaymaker  

Clerk to the Parish Council 

Tel: 01278 733779 or   e-mail: clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk    

Website : www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk  

mailto:clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk
http://www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk
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COLERIDGE PROBUS CLUB 

 

Report of the meeting held on 3rd August 2021 at the Cottage Inn, 

Keenthorne. 

This was the first meeting after the relaxation of Covid rules. Only 18 members 

attended this AGM which was followed by a talk. Several members were away 

and some were still being ‘Covid Cautious’. The club currently has space for 

new members. Finances were healthy so no annual subscription would be 

required this year. The Christmas Lunch is expected to take place at the 

appropriate time and a trip on the river Exe is being investigated for next year. 

The club is currently seeking a new Vice President and a Treasurer. 

Our speaker was Dr. Josh Schwieso from the West of England University. As he 

now lives in one of the houses on the developed Agapemone site at Spaxton, 

he was able to talk very knowledgably about ‘The Abode of Love’. 

This religious sect was founded in 1846 and the Agapemone was finally sold 

in 1960. It had about 1000 members and was led by the Revd. Henry James 

Prince from 1811 to 1899 with Rev. Hugh Smyth-Piggott from 1852 to 1927. 

The members consisted of many ‘ladies with money’ who looked after the 

Revds. and ‘ladies without money’ who looked after everyone. There was 

much secrecy and hostile reports were circulated as the Agapemonites 

preached the ‘Second Coming’ which would happen when you won’t expect it 

but hinted that it might be in 1845. Contemporary paintings showed this to 

be very bad news for sinners which included Popes and Cardinals! 

Revd. Henry James Prince was born in 1811 in Bath, the son of a slave owner. 

In1836 he was a student at Lampeter Theological College in Wales and in 

1840 he became the curate at Charlynch with Samuel Starkey his vicar – 

mostly absent. It was here that Prince started a religious revival but was 

deprived of his post in 1842. In 1843 he started his own Chapel in Brighton, 

then in 1846/1847 he founded The Agapemone in Spaxton where he set up a 

Free Chapel. In 1847/1848 the Chapel at the Agapemone was turned into a 

lounge with musical instruments and a billiard table where the altar would 

have been. This is possibly the source of many salacious rumours. 

When the residents died, they were not allowed to be buried in Churchyards, 

so some twenty bodies are buried in the gardens of the Agapemone which 

include those of Revd. Prince and his wife, Sister Zoe who lie under the front 

lawn. 

More information can be found at: https://wrldrels.org/2017/04/03/the-

agapemone/ This includes many references to papers written by Dr. Schwieso. 

 
P Peckham   

https://wrldrels.org/2017/04/03/the-agapemone/
https://wrldrels.org/2017/04/03/the-agapemone/
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NETHER STOWEY & FIDDINGTON WI 

The WI meeting on 12th August was hosted by our 

Fiddington members, in a marquee in the church grounds, 

which was a first as far as I know.  Despite the occasional 

shower, we had a very nice afternoon.  It was lovely to see 

ladies dressed up and hatted and to see new and some old friends. 

We were treated to some more hilarious anecdotes from author and 

raconteur Michael Malaghan on his second visit to Nether Stowey.  The talk 

was entitled “Can You Hear Me at the Back?”, which idea came about after 

one of his talks when one of the group shouted out “I can't hear you”.  Now 

he always checks his volume with the audience before starting his talk. 

One of his more memorable tales was when he and a friend went to what they 

thought was going to be an interesting talk about Astronomy.  What they did 

attend, in fact, was an event an Astrology, which they finally realised after 

noticing that there was lots of information available on corn circles, lay lines, 

etc., and other supernatural phenomena! Which just goes to show that you 

should always read posters carefully about the subject and where the event is 

to be held – this one was in Glastonbury, which might have given them a clue.  

We hope he will be able to revisit us again. 

After Michael finished his talk, we were treated to a delicious cream tea and 

cakes laid on by the Fiddington ladies.  They had really pushed the boat out 

and there was plenty for all, a really splendid effort, so thank you for all your 

hard work. As there was no usual charge for this meeting, donations were 

made for the Breast Cancer Now research and care charity, raising a wonderful 

£70!  Thank you all. 

At our meeting on 9th September, our speaker, Emma Duke, will be talking 

about and demonstrating “Driftwood Art”.  The monthly competition will be 

“Something that makes you smile – a feel good object”. 

Every year the WI selects a Resolution which they feel is important and needs 

to be followed through.  The one chosen this year was “A call to increase 

awareness of the subtle signs of ovarian cancer” which was passed with a 

mighty majority of 99.48%. 

We were informed that Government money of £3 billion is being made 

available to improve public transport, the idea being that if bus services were 

improved and enhanced more people would use buses instead of cars.  

Somerset County Council is supporting this initiative and will be working with 

Somerset Bus Partnership who hope to formulate a Bus Service Improvement 

Plan for Somerset, which must be finalised by the end of October.  Details of 

how you can have an input can be obtained from the Committee. 
AB 
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THE MARION EVERED TRUST 

Here are the latest 100 club draw winners: 

 

June 

£20 India Ayre  £10 Clive Bellamy  £5 Loise Flecken 

July  

£20  Clive Bellamy  £10 Jason Barrow  £5 Robin Bendall 

August 

£20  Barbara Feltham   £10  Charley Long  £5 Karen Ayre 

 

Congratulations to all winners! 

 

We are also planning to hold a Christmas raffle with some great prizes, more 

details on this will also be released later in the year.   

Thanks for your continued support and hopefully we can see you all soon.  

Ian Barrow 

NETHER STOWEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Dear all,  

 

As the end of the summer fast approaches, we start to look 

forward to new beginnings with a new academic school year. 

 

 We look forward to welcoming existing families and those who are new. The 

start of a new school year can be daunting; however staff have been working 

tirelessly behind the scenes to prepare for September. The start of a new 

academic year is one of new adventure and great excitement. We hope to 

have less turbulence in the new academic year and return with some 

wonderful opportunities for children's learning and for parents to share. We 

will start the term with our school value of thankfulness.  

 

There has been lots to be thankful for in the recent months and we will 

continue to work with our community on this. It is our hope to pair with the 

church to have a Harvest celebration, a time where we can come together 

and be thankful.    

 

Chloe Holt 
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August was a busy month and seems to have 

flown by. With normal service resumed, we are 

now able to welcome back our regular groups 

and it was great to see our Knit and Natter group 

start up again in August – we missed you! The 

Summer Reading Challenge has been a big hit 

with lots of local school children completing the 

challenge to earn a medal and certificate. It runs until 10th September so there 

is still time to sign up! We also had successful second-hand book sales at 

Party in the Park and the Flower Show so a very big thank you to all our 

volunteers who helped at these events! 

 

Don’t forget we are now open on Friday afternoons so if the mornings are 

inconvenient for you, pop by between 2pm and 5pm on a Friday. We hope it 

will not be long before we can open all afternoons.    

                                                                                                                           

** WHAT’S ON ** 

 

 KNIT AND NATTER: Every Friday, 10am to 11.30am. All ages and 

abilities are welcome! Just bring your own project which could be 

knitting, sewing, crochet, embroidery etc. or just come for a natter and 

see what others are working on. It’s a great way to get inspired, pick up 

new tips and make new friends 

 

 MONTHLY TALKS: 

 Wednesday 8th September, 7.30PM – Battle of Sedgemoor 

Join us with a fun evening talk about the Battle of Sedgemoor with 

re-enactment soldiers in uniform. Pending any restrictions in place 

at the time of the talk, spaces might be limited, and bookings may 

be required. Please check our website for any updates - 

www.thomaspoolelibrary.co.uk 

 Wednesday 13th October – A book launch of 'The Touch of the 

Magdalene' with author Diana Barsham 

 Wednesday 17th November - The History of the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission (NB, this will be on the 

3rd Wednesday of the month)  
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* WILD WORLD HEROES - SUMMER READING CHALLENGE * 

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP YET? 

 

The Summer Reading Challenge runs 

until 10th September so there is still time 

to finish the challenge and receive a 

certificate and medal. Pop down to the 

library to sign up! 

  

 

Our opening hours are Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10am – 1pm,  

Friday 2pm – 5pm  and Saturday 10am -12pm. 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU! 

“YESTERDAYS......IN NETHER STOWEY" - In the Old Gaol on The Cross 

 

On display in the Old Gaol through August: ‘Nether Stowey - 

Birthplace of Robert Parsons. A Jesuit priest and a major figure 

in establishing the 16th century “English Mission” of the society 

of Jesus.’ 

SOMERSET OPEN STUDIOS 2021 

18 Sept - 3 Oct 2021 

In one of the largest Open Studios events to date, Somerset Open Studios 

2021 presents work from more than 300 Somerset Art Works Members in 

over 200 studios and spaces across the county this autumn. Studios occur in a 

variety of unique situations and the event is the perfect opportunity to 

discover hidden locations and workspaces- in person and also online. 

For more details, please see:  

somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/art-weeks/ 
or contact Paul Newman at Somerset Art Works on 07715 

528441  or paul.newman@somersetartworks.org.uk 

somersetartworks.org.uk 

http://somersetartworks.org.uk/what-we-do/art-weeks/
http://somersetartworks.org.uk/
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A MESSAGE FROM COLIN 

 

Diane and I would like to thank all those who sent messages, cards and 

flowers following the passing of Ellie. She was very popular not only with 

villagers but also visitors, many of whom took photos of her while she was in 

the Post Office. 

 

I would also like to thank those who have sent me messages and cards 

following my recent stay in hospital. Recovery is scheduled to take 4/6 weeks 

and, in the meantime, the Shop and Post Office will continue to operate 

from 1pm - 5pm Monday-Friday and 9am - 12.30pm on Saturdays. 

 

Colin Penny 

CONGRATULATIONS TO POSTMASTER COLIN PENNY 

 

 

 

As some of you may have seen on 

Facebook, huge congratulations to 

Postmaster Colin who was presented with 

his 10 Year Service Award by a 

representative of The Post Office. 

 

Many thanks has to go to Diane too who 

has also spent a decade in Nether Stowey 

serving the local community. 
 

 

 

SOMERSET NHS FOUNDATION TRUST  

The Minor Injury Unit (MIU) located at Minehead Community Hospital will 

temporarily close overnight, from 9pm until 8am, for four months from 

Thursday 1 July. The service will remain open from 8am – 9pm, seven days a 

week, 365 days a year.  

During the daytime and evening hours (predominantly from 8am – 9pm) all of 
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the MIUs in Somerset provide a full clinical service led by emergency nurse 

practitioners and supported by other clinicians such as specialist 

physiotherapists and paramedic practitioners. Working together they provide 

a full clinical service. 96% of those who seek treatment at an MIU in Somerset 

receive all the treatment, support and advice they need on their first visit and 

do not need to come back or be referred for treatment elsewhere. 

The MIU in Minehead is the only one that is open overnight. From 9pm until 

8am the service that is offered is different. It is staffed by one paramedic and 

one healthcare assistant. The overnight paramedic primarily acts as a care 

navigator, they are not a senior clinical decision maker and therefore unable 

to assess, treat and discharge patients independently.  

This means that patients attending the Minehead MIU overnight receive 

appropriate first aid if that is needed and are advised to either return for a 

detailed assessment and treatment the following day or are referred to the 

Emergency Department at Musgrove Park Hospital. As a result, the majority of 

patients who attend the Minehead MIU overnight need to return the following 

day or are referred elsewhere.  

While the MIU in Minehead provides a well-used service during the day, it is 

used much less overnight. The average number of patients seen overnight by 

a paramedic over the last 3 years is less than one patient a night (0.9) on 

average. 

If you have a minor injury or you're unwell, NHS 111 will make sure you get 

the right help from the right service. For serious and life-threatening 

conditions, call 999. 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING AT THE GEORGE  

 

Kay’s annual Macmillan Coffee Morning at The George is back, on Friday 

24th September at 10.00 am.   

 

Come along and join us for coffee and cake, catch up with some friends you 

may not have seen much of recently and help us raise money for a great 

cause. We’d love donations of cakes from any keen bakers out there, as well 

as donations of raffle prizes. We look forward to seeing as many people as 

possible and let’s raise lots of money for Macmillan cancer support!  

 

Any queries, please speak to Kay or any of the bar staff in The George.  
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The most recent Parish Council meeting was held 

on Wednesday 21st July 2021. Work is progressing 

on the following issues: 

Cllr Peaster has started work on the phone box. An update on further progress will 

be made at the September 2021 meeting. 

Following an inspection of the sycamore tree at the cemetery, a contractor has 

been agreed and work will take place in October 2021. Cherry laurel will then be 

planted to integrate with the existing hedging. 

On the issue of trees, Cllr Weeks has surveyed many in the area and has identified 

30 diseased ash trees, with at least 7 already dead. Most of these are on private 

land and landowners must take responsibility for those trees adjacent to the 

highway to ensure the safety of all road users. Landowners are also responsible for 

any boundary that abuts the highway and hedging and trees must be maintained 

by them. Somerset County Council (SCC) has requested that in the first instance 

Parish Councils contact people who have not undertaken any work to request that 

they maintain their boundaries before SCC get involved. If you have any queries 

regarding this, please contact the Clerk. 

At the time of the July meeting, no response had been received from the 

Highways department regarding the road safety concerns within the parish. This 

will be followed up and an update made at the next meeting. 

There are a number of drainage issues in the parish, including locations in Friarn, 

Aley and Bincombe. The Clerk is following this up with the Highways Department 

and is hoping to be able to feed back some positive news in September. 

The Parish Council would also like to express their thanks to the person who 

cleared the foliage around the bench near the Campbell Rooms. 

 With regards to the ongoing COVID-19 situation, despite all the changes that 

came into effect on August 16th 2021, caution is still advised and if anyone does 

need any help or support from the Parish Council, please contact the Clerk. 

Alternatively, if you require more specific information or advice, the Clerk can 

signpost you to the relevant group or agency, to ensure you get the correct and 

appropriate response. 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 15th September 2021.  

Website: https://www.overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk/ 

https://www.overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk/
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Email: clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk 

Phone: 07391 313740 (please leave a message if there is no reply) 

If you could leave your contact details, we can then ensure any concerns raised are 

on the agenda for the next meeting. 

mailto:clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk
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QUANTOCK QUILTERS (including Textiles) 

Held @ St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey 

2nd & 4th Monday each month 10am-1pm 

 

Quantock Quilters look forward to resuming their regular group meetings on 

Monday 13th September 2021 (details as stated above). We are a friendly 

group of like-minded ladies and have been established since 2013. Quantock 

Quilters wishes to acknowledge and thank Homes in Sedgemoor for their 

recent grant which will be used to purchase some additional resources for the 

group. 

 

The group welcomes new members including absolute beginners or 

experienced sewers or quilters. Although our main focus has been quilting, 

members have engaged in other hand/machine sewing activities and are keen 

to encourage all types of textile crafts.  

 

Experienced quilters within our group are happy to offer less experienced 

quilters help and to teach the basics of quilting and block construction to 

beginners.  Members all take great pleasure in sharing their knowledge, skills 

and experience with others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to resuming our group activities after suffering this long 

difficult 18mth period of isolation. 

 

Please come along to both meet and chat with our group members and see 

for yourself what we get up to. We look forward to seeing you.  

 

Contacts: Anna Boulton (01278 652307)   Lyn Blower  (01278 732576)   Meg 

Smith (01278 671837)    Gill Griffiths (01278 733709)   
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NEWS FROM  THE QUANTOCK MEDICAL CENTRE 

 

I don’t know why but I always find it difficult to know what to write about  

and what people will be interested to hear so this month I am going to 

update you on a few issues. 

You may have heard recently the sad news that Victoria Park Medical Centre 

Bridgwater has had to permanently close due to lack of clinical staff. This will 

have a huge knock on effect to all the patients registered there and the 

surrounding Bridgwater Practices are working extremely hard to support 

these changes and provide care for these patients. 

We too as a Practice are finding it increasingly difficult to find locum Doctors 

and Nurses to support the Practice when our Clinical staff book a much 

needed break. There will be some weeks we will be operating on very minimal 

staffing levels and only able to see urgent on the day patients – so please be 

supportive of your local practice and bear with us. 

In order to support the Doctors we have asked our very experienced and 

qualified Advanced Nurse Practitioner Helen Every to step back from general 

Practice Nurse Duties to work alongside Dr Stone and Dr Klein using her skills 

and knowledge to see Patients with minor illness; assess, diagnose, treat and 

prescribe. We will also be recruiting a new Lead Practice Nurse to support the 

Nursing team.  

You may have noticed some empty shelves in Supermarkets and heard about 

the shortage of lorry drivers across the country – we too have noticed a knock 

on effect with Dispensary Deliveries and stock, many drivers have left their 

Pharmaceutical delivery jobs due to low pay, long hours etc and we have 

noticed this in recent months with fewer deliveries, less stock. This in turn has 

a knock on effect on our dispensary team being able to fulfil your repeat 

requests in 48 working hours. Again please bear with us as we are all doing 

our best. 

We would like to remind everyone coming into the practice to continue to 

wear face masks as Covid is still about and we need to think about the safety 

and care of others as well as ourselves. A polite reminder that if you have any 

symptoms of covid including: a high temperature, a new continuous cough, 

loss or change to your sense of smell or taste, please organise a PCR test –  

please do not book an appointment with a Doctor first as it is a viral illness 

and we are unable to help you with this, and you will risk passing it on to 

more vulnerable patients at the Surgery. 

Last but not least please book your Flu vaccination appointment to the 

medical centre 01278 732696 we will be holding clinics from mid September  

through to October for all patients  in a clinical risk group inc: Asthma, copd, 
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chronic lung conditions, heart disease, kidney disease, liver disease, 

neurological disease, learning disability, weakened immune system, BMI over 

40, diabetes, all aged over 50 years old, pregnant women, carers, close 

contacts of immunocompromised patients.  

The Government have not yet announced plans for covid boosters so we need 

to go ahead with our Flu Plans as a priority. 

 

Thank you for reading, 

 

Helen Stacey, Practice Manager 

STOWEY GREEN SPACES GROUP: NEW INTERPRETIVE PANELS 

 

As you may have seen, Stowey Green Spaces Group have installed new 

interpretive panels on the recreation ground and at the entrances to Stowey 

Millennium/Jubilee Wood and Stowey Wood 

itself.  

 

A small “unveiling” ceremony for the panel in 

Stowey Wood (similar to one which took place 

on Stowey Castle Mount recently) took place 

on Tuesday 17 August.  These panels provide 

interesting information regarding the local 

area, so we would recommend a read! 
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QLPS PHOTO COMPETITION  

 

Rather than the traditional landscape 

photos of views from and of the 

hills,  we want to look a little deeper and 

differently at the communities present in 

the AONB and Landscape Partnership Scheme Area. We are looking for 

photos which fit the categories village life; people of the Quantocks and 

Quantock working. 

  

The competition will run until the 31st March 

2022, with photographs judged in April and 

winners being announced in May 2022. 

 

Find out more at www.qlps.org/qlps-photo-competition/ 

HEDGEROW SURVEYING VOLUNTEERS 

 

Volunteers are needed to identify hedgerow species and record the general 

hedge characteristics within the AONB and QLPS area. Knowledge of the local 

are would be beneficial but training will be provided. Contact the team 

at qlps@somerset.gov.uk.  

 

IT’S ALL ABOUT BATS! 
 

The QLPS on the Quantock Hills are batty about bats! For the last eight years 

we have been running a monitoring scheme learning more about the different 

species that call the Quantock Hills home. Bats are the only mammal that truly 

flies and have developed echolocation to navigate and hunt at night. 

 

In celebration of their 30th birthday the Bat Conservation 

Trust are running a month long series of events where you 

can find our more about these fascinating creatures -

 BatFest - Conferences & Symposia - Bat Conservation Trust 

(bats.org.uk) . To link with this the AONB Service will be 

running a ‘Creatures of the Night’ walk in September – more 

info on our website shortly. 

 

 
Photo by K. Coates  

mailto:qlps@somerset.gov.uk
https://quantockhills.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea0f24cd8fb7c2e51c92ef153&id=6dfe0ee585&e=013352c315
https://quantockhills.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea0f24cd8fb7c2e51c92ef153&id=6dfe0ee585&e=013352c315
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GARDENING WITH NICK - September 2021 

 

Spring and summer weather has generally been very mixed with some late 

frosts, cold periods, some heavy rain (often very local) and some good 

sunshine (late July very hot!) which has led to a challenging season for most 

gardeners. 

 

Vegetables:  Spring cabbage should be planted out and 

sowings of a winter variety of lettuce such as Winter 

Density can be sown and covered with a cloche.  

Autumn onion sets can be planted towards the end of 

the month such as Radar and Swift.  Green outdoor 

tomatoes can be encouraged to ripen by untying from 

the cane, stripping off most of the foliage and laying 

down on straw or polythene and placing a cloche over 

them. Continue to protect cabbages, kales and sprouts 

from cabbage white caterpillars with fine mesh netting held above the plants. 

The finer the netting the better as it will help keep off white fly from the 

underside of the leaves. Look out for blight on tomato and potato foliage 

which should be removed and burnt. 

 

Ornamentals: This month is when the flower border often starts to appear 

jaded.  How can we extend the colour well into the autumn until the first 

frosts?  There are some excellent old faithfuls such as Michaelmas daisies, 

goldenrod and sedums however there are many others which can not only 

contribute colour but also texture and form into the 

border. Consider Liriope muscari (Lilyturf), Actaea 

matsumurae previously known as cimicifuga 

(Bugbane), Liatris spinosa (Gayfeather) and some of 

the late flowering red hot pokers which are not 

always red and can be very graceful within the 

border.  It is the month when many of the grasses 

come into their own such as Miscanthus  sinensis, 

Stipa tenuissima and Pennisetum villosum.  Against 

the wall Clematis tangutica and Clematis ‘Bill 

MacKenzie’ will give a glorious display of yellow lantern like flowers followed 

by big fluffy seed heads. Plant bulbs such as daffodils, Scilla, crocus and 

hyacinths in borders and containers ready for spring colour. 

 

Fruit: Apples will start to be picked this month and should be handled with 
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care to minimise bruising of any sort.  Ensure that the stalk comes away 

cleanly from the tree and does not include the small piece of growth it is 

attached to which will have next years fruit bud attached to it!  

Fruit that is to be stored should be handled gently and 

individual fruits wrapped in paper to avoid them touching 

each other.  They can then be stored in cool conditions in the 

dark. Alternatively storing small quantities in polythene bags 

with a few holes made in them can be successful. Strawberries 

can be cleaned up cutting back the old foliage and unwanted 

runners and removing old straw which can harbour pests and 

diseases. 

 

Propagation:  cuttings of tender perennials should be done in case plants do 

not survive the increasingly wet winters.  Subjects such as Penstemons, 

Salvias, Pelargonium, Osteospermums and Fuchsias can all be readily 

propagated. To aid rooting avoid flowering shoots or if difficult to find pinch 

the flower bud out. 

 

Other jobs:  Evergreen shrubs can be lifted and moved whilst the soil is warm 

and it is an ideal month for establishing grass from seed. 

Nick Rigden 

ANCIENT LIFE 

 

I know many of you will be well aware of the amazing fossils that might be 

found on our local beaches, but having just been on a geology and fossil walk 

at Hellwell Bay Watchet, led by fossil expert Dr Andy King and organized by 

Somerset Wildlife Trust, I have been reminded of how lucky we are to have 

this landscape on our doorstep. 

A substantial proportion of the cliffs between Blue Anchor Bay and Hinkley 

Point are formed from Jurassic, Blue Lias rocks. These cliffs are a northern 

extension of the same Jurassic strata that has been designated as a World 

Heritage Site at Lyme Regis in Dorset. Although far less well known than the 

Dorset cliffs a similar range of fossils has been found eroding from them. 

These low cliffs run almost continuously for around 20 kilometres and they are 

spectacular landform, rich in geological history. They are also one of the best 

places in Somerset to see and find marine fossils. The cliffs are predominantly 

formed by rock from the Jurassic era (200 – 150 million years ago) and some 

from the Triassic (250 – 200 million years ago). These are quite soft shales and 

limestones which show as a complex layering of the rocks on the exposed cliff 
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face. A dominating feature along  this section of our coastline are the Lower 

Jurassic, Blue Lias “pavements” that can cover considerable areas of the beach 

in front of the cliffs. These, mostly smooth, undulating, grey rocks platforms 

are fossilised sea floors from some very ancient seas. They are well known for 

the large numbers of fossil Ammonites that can be seen in them. Ammonites 

were one of the most numerous creatures found in our seas at this stage of 

development of life on our planet. There are many 

different species of ammonite found here but the most 

common being psiloceras planorbis. As well as a range of 

ammonite species these rocks hold large numbers of 

fossilised shells of much small marine animals that once 

lived on or in this sea floor. The fossil remains of marine 

reptiles such as ichthyosaurs have also been found, with a 

great example on view at the Market House Museum in 

Watchet, and on our walk at Hellwell bay we came across a single vertebrate 

of an ichthyosaur imbedded in soft rock. This vertebrate is about the size of a 

50p coin, is black, hard and shiny and now sits on my mantelpiece! 

 

nigelphillips@thesomersetcoast.co.uk 

HAVE YOU HEARD OF STOWEY GREEN SPACES? 

 

A group of local people give their time, their ideas, & their energy, to make 

this beautiful area we live in a more environmentally & welcome place for us  

and for the animals, birds and insects who also live here. 

Over the last months (and years) rough bramble areas have been cleared, 

many trees have been planted, and litter is regularly removed from our 

streets, all to make Stowey and its green spaces an even more lovely place. 

If you value your local area & would like to keep it beautiful perhaps you 

might be willing to help? 

Do contact Judith Grieg our local co-ordinator on 01278 732 483 or  

 stowey.greenspaces@stowey.org.uk. 

1. O Jesus I have promised; 2. Love divine, all loves excelling; 3. The day thou 

gavest Lord is ended; 4. All things bright and beautiful; 5. Cauliflowers fluffy and 

cabbages green; 6.We plough the fields and scatter; 7. Come, ye thankful people, 

come. 

Answers to the mini quiz in Revd. Eleanor’s letter on p. 31: 

mailto:stowey.greenspaces@stowey.org.uk
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 

Police  (emergency: 999  or non-emergency: 101) 

Email somwestnptsedgemoor@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 
 PC Claire Allen, PCSO Jason Wyatt, PCSO Jeremy Pidgeon 

Jake Dade (Hinkley issues only). @avonandsomerset.police.uk 
—————————————————————————————————— 

Antisocial behaviour 0800 298 2009 

Vandalism on the Quantock Hills use 101 
Household noise problems (Environmental Health) 0845 408 2540  

—————————————————————————————————— 
County Councillor:  Michael Caswell   01278 652 043 
 MCaswell@somerset.gov.uk 

District Councillors   Michael Caswell  01278 652 043     

 michael.caswell@sedgemoor.gov.uk 
   Julie Pay   01278 732 956            
   julie.pay@sedgemoor.gov.uk 

Nether Stowey Parish Council    Over Stowey Parish Council 
Clerk: Caro Slaymaker   Clerk: Amanda McMurren  

01278 733 779    01278 734 689 
clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk           clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk 

—————————————————————————————————— 
Bookings secretaries 

N/Stowey Church Centre Pat Stacey  01278 732 518 (9am—9pm) 
N/S Village Hall   Jan Miller 01278 733 436  

O/Stowey Village Hall  Wendy Hill 01278 732 194   
—————————————————————————————————— 

Quantock Medical Centre (if closed call the NHS on 111) 
Reception  01278 732 696   Dispensary 01278 733 385  

Centre open 8am - 6:30pm (Mon-Fri) 

Dispensary phone line open 10am - 12pm & 4 - 5pm (Mon-Fri)  

Pick up from Dispensary 10am - 12pm and 4 - 6pm (Mon-Fri) 

quantock.mc@nhs.net    https://quantockmedicalcentre.gpsurgery.net/ 

Cannington Health Centre (if closed call NHS on 111) 
Reception  01278 652 335  Prescription line  01278 651 311   

————————–————————————————————————— 
Other Community Facilities 

Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline  03454 040 506  

Thomas Poole Library   732 741  (Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-1pm / Fri 2-5pm / Sat 10am-12) 

Quantock Hills AONB, Amanda Sampson - 01823 451 884,  quantockhills@somerset.gov.uk 
Community Car Scheme  Stowey Shuttle - 07943 923 742 (48 hours in advance)
Nether Stowey Post Office  732 235 (9am-1pm & 2-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-12:30 Sat, 

    closed Sun) 
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Dear Everyone,  

 

As you may be aware, we are now able to sing again in the churches, and 

enjoy worshipping God through hymns and songs for the first time in sixteen 

months. 

I think many imagined coming back with a bang – a ‘big sing’ – but, as 

tempting as that might be, it seems sensible to bring singing back gradually, 

as our voices have lain dormant for quite a while. Singing together outside in 

the weeks before 19th July has allowed us to get our vocal chords moving 

again in a gentle way.  

However, as we look towards singing more regularly in church again, I wonder 

what your favourite hymn or worship song is? Which one reminds you of a 

significant moment in your life? Which one inspires you? Or sums up who 

God is for you? Which one are you particularly keen to sing again? Do let me 

know any favourites, and we’ll try to include them in the coming months.  

In the meantime, here are some second lines of some well-known hymns. 

Why not see if you can name them over a cup of tea (no Googling!) ...  

 

“To serve thee to the end” 

“Joy of heaven, to earth come down” 

“The darkness falls at thy behest”  

“All creatures great and small” 

“Strawberries are sweeter than any I’ve seen” 

“The good seed on the land” 

“Raise the song of harvest home” 

Find the answers at the bottom of p. 28! 

I suspect we’ll be singing at least some of these in the next few weeks, as 

harvest will be upon us. Our Harvest services are on 3rd October at Over 

Stowey, and 17th October at Nether Stowey.  

Do come along and join in the singing as we give thanks to God for those 

who farm the lands, for the crops in the fields and the vegetables in our 

gardens. We pray too for those places where natural disasters and climate 

change has affected the produce from the land and sea. As a Benefice, we will 

be considering more deeply the impact of climate change and our role in 

looking after the planet over the months ahead, so do look out for more 

information in due course. 

 

In the meantime, happy Harvest, and happy singing! 

 

Eleanor 
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CHURCH CONTACT POINTS 
ST. MARY’S, Nether Stowey with  ST. PETER & ST. PAUL, Over Stowey 

 
Rector   Revd. Eleanor King    Tel:  734 777    
  The Rectory, 25 St Mary St, Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ   
  eleanor.king@hotmail.com   
      
Associate Priest Revd. Kate Sax    Tel. 671 168 
  The Vicarage, Church Road, Spaxton TA5 1DA 
  kate.kinkiizi@gmail.com   
  Working days:  Sun, Tues, Wed 
 
Curate  Mrs. Nicki Bradford    Tel. 327 681 
  nicki.bradford@hotmail.com 
 
Readers  Mrs Viv Chesterton, B.A.   Tel:  733 568 
    3 Bishop Road, Nether Stowey TA5 1NP 
    Mrs Maggie Harrison   Tel:  732 532 
    32 Old Farm Road, Nether Stowey, TA5 1PE  
    Mrs Alison Hoare    Tel:  732 350 
    2 Park Cottages, Over Stowey 
    Mrs Jeanette Bole    Tel: 741 297 
    Putsham Mead, Kilve TA5 1DZ  
       
Church Wardens - Nether Stowey 
    Mr. Alan Simson    Tel:  (01984) 632 773 
    Weacombe Gate, West Quantoxhead, TA4 4EB  
    Mrs. Gerry Wright    Tel:  734 584 
    1 Mount Road, Nether Stowey, TA5 1LU 
Church Warden - Over Stowey 
    Mr. Peter Higginson   Tel:  732 102 
    Bincombe Tops, Over Stowey 
 
Church Centre Contact: 
       Mrs. Barbara Beer     Tel:  732 412  
 
Church Centre Bookings: 
       Mrs. Pat Stacey    Tel:  732 518  
 
Benefice Office:  
    Benefice Administrator      
    Mrs. Rebecca Tinnelly  
    Church Centre, 27 St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ 
    Office hours Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu. 9am - 11am 
    Otherwise phone & leave a message or email   Tel:  732 855 
  Email: qv.benefice@gmail.com 
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PARTY-IN-THE-PARK 2021,  

If this is the new normal, bring it on! 

 

It was with feelings of great optimism that the team of the usual suspects 

prepared the field for the first Party-in-the-Park for two years despite being 

accompanied by the obligatory rain. 

 

It was with feelings of great relief when the rain stopped in time for the music 

to signal the start of proceedings. 

 

This year’s event was by necessity; the date had been moved twice, with a 

slimmed-down affair with the emphasis on bringing the village together after 

such difficult times when so many people had to live in isolation.  And boy, 

was the village up for a party. 

 

It was emotional to see so many of you on the playing field enjoying the 

music and just being there, surrounded by friends and acquaintances, just 

catching up. ‘I haven’t seen you for months’ was much-repeated call around 

the field. 

 

The emphasis was on local talent.  

Paul Enever tirelessly provided the 

music and acted as MC for the 

event.  The open mic session 

provided some surprising local 

talent and Ron Scales managed to 

secure some entertaining local 

musicians, including himself! 

 

Many thanks from the organisers, 

Sharon Mayell, Jo Scoins and Ron 

Scales, to all those who helped to put the event on, you know who you are. 

But most of all, thanks to you all for coming along to make it such a special 

day.  The event was so successful that it has given food for thought when 

planning next year’s party.  
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OBITUARY 

 

Brendan Sellick – The Last Mudhorse Fisherman 

20th November 1934 – 10th August 2021 

 

This obituary appears in the Quantock Messenger only because Grandfields 

conducted Brendan’s funeral service at Stogursey Church on Friday 20 th 

August 2021. Brendan had no connection with Nether Stowey but was widely 

known for his unique method of fishing the Bristol Channel at Stolford. He set 

his nets out at low tide using a ‘Mudhorse’ which allowed him to slide over 

the mud whilst pushing with his feet. This Mudhorse was used at his funeral to 

carry his coffin out of the Church. It had been fitted with castors but was in all 

other respects, original. 

 

The order of service contained many photos throughout his lifetime of 

Brendan and his considerable family. Donations were for St. Margaret’s 

Hospice.   

 

STOWEY SHUTTLE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 

 

Could you be a driver with Stowey Shuttle? Stowey Shuttle is a local 

community car scheme, one of a number of similar schemes in West 

Somerset, which provides car journeys at cost to its registered members.  It is 

run entirely by volunteers who manage the scheme, receive and allocate 

requests for travel, and drive our passengers using their own cars.    

 

Our drivers receive a mileage allowance for each journey, and we are 

supported by Somerset County Council and the scheme is linked to the bus 

pass scheme.    

 

We always welcome more volunteers and at present would like to increase 

the number of our drivers.  If you can offer yourself and your car or would just 

like to know more about what is involved, please ring Dave, our driver 

representative, on 01278 732466. 

tel:01278732466
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CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT 

If you are self-isolating or need extra support, contact: 

Somerset Local Authorities’ Coronavirus Support Line - 0300 790 6275 

- 8am-6pm 7 days a week (they can put you in touch with local groups 

who can help with fetching shopping, medication and other essentials 

supplies, as well as other aid). 

Somerset Bereavement Support Service - 0800 3047 412 - Monday to 

Saturday, 9am-5pm 

Somerset Mindline - 01823 276 892 - is open 24 hours a day for mental 

health and emotional wellbeing support. 

Samaritans - 116 123 - 24 hour support line.  

Papyrus - 0800 068 4141 - If you are concerned about a young person 

who may have suicidal thoughts. 

Campaign Against Living Miserably (CALM) - 0800 58 58 58 - Offer 

support to males of any age.  

Educational Psychology Service - EPSHelpline@somerset.gov.uk (email 

best method of contact) or 01823 357 000 

Listening Chaplaincy Phoneline for people of all faiths - 0330 229 1700 - 

8am-11pm 7 days a week. 

Daily Hope free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers - 0800 804 

8044 - 24 hours a day 

Over Stowey Neighbourhood Watch - Tam Weeks - Mobile: 07841 866 

596 (between 8am-8pm only please) - Email: tam.weeks@yahoo.co.uk 

If you want to contact outside of 8am-8pm, please contact using text message, 

Facebook Messenger, Nextdoor or WhatsApp. 

See Community Directory (p.29) for Parish Council and Medical Centre 

contact details. 

 

 

tel:07841%20866596
tel:07841%20866596
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CLASSIFIEDS 
 

Advertisements are accepted in good faith, but customers 
should satisfy themselves that advertisers are able to supply 

the services they offer. 
 

To advertise in the Quantock Messenger, contact Sally 
Dymock on  

advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk 
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FIDDINGTON VILLAGE 
HALL 

 
Heather 734 624 or  

07887 684 245 
  

www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co 

 
Coffee Morning and 

Book Swap  
 

First Saturday of each 
month, 10-12.  

 
£1 incl. drink, biscuit/cake 

and book.  
 

Extra book 50p.  
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[opp. ASDA by Bus Station] 
 

We are a local business serving the 
Community with good, honest, 

‘old fashioned’ advice and service. 
Vast range of roll stock and samples at 

various prices 
Not just Carpets, but also Rugs, Woods, 

Laminates, Vinyls, Safety Flooring, 
Karndean, Flotex, Carpet Tiles and 

Underlays 
Furniture move and uplift/disposal of old 

flooring 
Free Quotations and no obligation measuring 

service. 
Home visits with samples not a problem. 
Visit Crown for all your Carpet & Flooring 

requirements. 

Email: sclarke3@talktalk.net 
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CHRIS’S TAXI 

 

7 seats/wheelchair  
access 

 
Bookings 24/7 

 
All occasions, anywhere 

 
Need to get there -  
then call anytime 

 
Chris Nurton 

07980 530 552 

for Lower Accountancy Fees and a Better Quality Service contact 

Nicholas Owens of N. E. Owens & Co. est.1989) 

tel. (01278) 425 933   specialising in 
 ANNUAL ACCOUNTS   VAT   TAXATION   TAX RETURNS 

Low rates for Shopkeepers, Pubs, Farmers, Builders, Plumbers, Carpenters, Painter/
Decorators, Electricians and all Small Businesses. On line Tax Return and PAYE Re-
turn Service available. Annual Accounts from £100. Tax returns from £40. 

Member of the Federation of Small Businesses—22 St. Mary Street, Bridgwater 
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Parsonage Farm 
Bed & Breakfast is a  

traditional 17th  
century farmhouse 
and smallholding 

with log fires,  
delicious meals, 

and beautiful  
gardens. 

The Ancient Mariner 
 

Come & try our new menu 

Fine selection of local Real Ales 

Excellent home cooked Sunday lunch 

Every Sunday  

Perfect for any celebration or event 

Tel 01278 733 544 
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The Cottage Inn 

Pub & Restaurant 

Keenthorne, nr. Nether Stowey 
(01278) 732 355 

*Home-made food* 
*Real Ales* Fine Wines* 

and a warm welcome 
 

Everything you want from a traditional  
English Country Pub 

 

email : thecottage-inn@btconnect.com 
www.thecottageinnkeenthorne.co.uk 

245 Castle St. Nether Stowey 
TA5 1LN Tel: 01278 732 228 

Email: 

theoldciderhouse@gmail.com 
website 

www.theoldciderhouse.co.uk 

Period guesthouse in the centre of 

Nether Stowey   
Four ensuite rooms •Licensed dining 

•Log fires  •Pets welcome 

•On site micro brewery •Private parking 

Ideal for walking, cycling, sight seeing or just relaxing. 
The perfect place to start or finish the Coleridge Way trail 

Lynne & Ian look forward to welcoming you all 
year round 

THE OLD CIDER HOUSE  

The Old House 
Self-catering Cottages & Bed & Breakfast 

St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey  
Cottages of great charm and character 
furnished with every attention to comfort. 
For those who wish to be spoilt: luxury 
B&B accommodation in the Coleridge Suite & Sara’s Room 

4 star Gold & Breakfast Award 

Tel:(01278) 732 392  Web: www.theoldhouse-quantocks.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

LIME STREET, NETHER STOWEY, TA5 1NH  
TEL 01278 733 540 07803 042 725  

7 en-suite rooms * 1 family suite * 2 rooms with self-contained kitchens 

Excellent breakfast * Guest parking * WIFI * Families welcome * Close to 
Quantock Lakes wedding venue * Home from home comforts 
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Jane Taylor 
Garden  
Design 

(HNC Landscape and Garden Design) 

 
Beautiful Gardens to Fit 

 your Budget 
Single Borders to Whole Gardens 
Contemporary to Country Styles 

Gorgeous planting! 
Advice, Annual Pruning,  

Maintenance. 
 

Please Contact Jane 
01278 732 393 

mob-   07742632728 
Or Visit Yell.com 
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PAUL COBBLEDICK 
TREE SURGEON 

 

For all aspects of Tree Work 
 

LOGS & WOOD CHIPS 
 FOR SALE 

 

Tel. (01278) 732 114 

Books for LIFE! 
Mervyn Todd, St. Mary St. 
Nether Stowey, TA5 1LJ 

Aid Projects; Health/Eye 
Camps; Wells; Hospital 

Equipment; Orphans; Funding Medicines; 
Food and Vitamins for those in need. 

YOUR DONATION WILL SAVE LIVES 
tel. 07507 237 483 
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VACUUM CHIMNEY 
SWEEP 

Over 20 years experience 
 

AGA & Rayburn service/repair 

Wood burner repair/refurb 
Distance no object 

Mr M H Kellaway, Glen 
Close, Main Road, Holford 
Tel: 01278 741 572 

Quantock Lodge Pool 

Opening Hours 
 

Sunday 
   10.30am – 12.30pm Family 

Swim 
 

Monday 
   6.30pm – 8.15pm Lanes Swim 
 

Tuesday 
   7.45am  – 10.15am Adult Swim 
    

Thursday 
   7.45am – 10.00am Adult Swim 

   6.30pm – 8.15pm  Lanes Swim 
  

 Quantock Lodge  Leisure 
 Over Stowey, Bridgwater  

TA5 1HD 

01278 733 375 
info@quantocklodge.co.uk 
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 KEENTHORNE GARAGE 

Email: keenthornegarage@btconnect.com  

Tel (01278) 
732 256  

M.O.Ts      Servicing 
Repairs    Car Sales 

Tyre Sales     
Air con. Servicing 

Keenthorne, 
Nether Stowey, 
Bridgwater, 
Somerset TA5 1HZ 

www.keenthornegarage.co.uk 

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

Chris Flay 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 

Plumbing & 
Heating Ltd 

 

For Quality 
Workmanship 

& Guaranteed 
Success 

 

Boiler Servicing & Maintenance 
Rayburn-Aga-Stanley, Sales & Service 

Gas, Oil and Solid Fuel Installations 
Oil Tank Replacement, 24 Hour 

Service,  oil burner conversions 

Domestic or New Housing Enquiries 
W elcome 

CORGI registered Installer no. 10789  

CENTRAL 

HEATING 

NETHER STOWEY OFFICE  

(01278) 732 732 
Fax (01278) 733 422  

Yard and Store (01278) 733 444  
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Reliable, 12 years Experience, 
 CITB Qualified & Insured 

 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

email 

neilbuller@hotmail.co.uk 
 

website 

www.neilbullercarpentry.co.uk 
 

Address: 1 Court Orchard,  
Cannington,TA5 2QH 

 

Call 07796 545428 
to book your free quotation! 

mailto:neilbuller@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/neilbullercarpentry
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Your Local Builder for 25 Years 

MARK. A. STACEY 
General Builder 

Long Acre, Burton, Stogursey, Bridgwater Somerset TA5 1QB 

tel. (01278) 733 356  mobile: 07966 248 699 
Email: markstacey77@googlemail.com 
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KEVIN 

STACEY 
Painter & Decorator & all types of 

property maintenance 

Free Quotations 

kevinstacey@live.com 

07581 432662 

01278 733587 

Dave Date 
Painter and Decorator, Interior and Exterior 

All types of Tiling. Any other work considered 

For a Quality Job  and Great Value  
 

Tel. (01278) 741 356  or  
Mobile 077 0977 2457 

C Wilkins 
Painter & Decorator  
General Property 

Maintenance 
 ●City and Guilds 
 ●Free Quotation 
 ●NVQ Qualified 
 ●OAP Discount 

35 East Street 
Cannington, 

Bridgwater TA5 2HL 
 

 Tel: (01278) 651 229   
Mobile 07576 58 99 79 

TIM  STACEY 
Painter & Decorator 

 
HOUSE MAINTENANCE 

 

Free estimates 
 
 

(01278) 
 

 733 847 
or mobile 

 

07811 
558 521 
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St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey 
    Dances, Concerts, Conferences, 
         Receptions & Exhibitions. 
Level site with easy access for disabled.     
Large illuminated parking area.   
Hall and Kitchen and a comfortable               
lounge for smaller meetings.   All well heated.  Wi-fi available. 
Please ask about tables, chairs, cutlery, crockery when booking. 

Bookings:  Pat Stacey tel. 732 518 

Over stowey village hall 
 

Available for hire Including a bar 

 

Meetings, parties, receptions, luncheons, classes, 

exhibitions 

Sun-Thurs £10 per hour for O/Stowey Residents—£12 per hour for all others. 
Fri-Sat £15 per hour for O/Stowey Residents—£17 per hour for all others.   

 

For details and bookings, please telephone WENDY HILL (01278) 732 194 

If the BAR is needed, please ask at time of booking.  

LITTLES STORES 

7 St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey 
 

•In-store Bake Off & fresh bread daily • Fresh self 

service fruit & veg • National Lottery • Newspapers & magazines plus daily 

deliveries • Full extensive range of groceries & household goods • Look out 

for special offers. Many half price or buy one, get one free •  

7am-7pm Mon-Sat, 8am-5pm Sun - Tel .  (01278)732 249 

kri sconvenience@yahoo.com 
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Funeral Directors 
Independent Funeral Directors for Five Generations 

Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans available 

Keenthorne, Nether Stowey, TA5 1HZ 


