MINUTES OF NETHER STOWEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON MONDAY 11th MARCH 2002 AT 7pm

IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present:
Parish Councillors

Joyce Standring (chair)

Shirley Watters

Mike Harris

Mark Fitzmaurice
Lorraine Clark

Melissa Webb

Teresa Youe

In attendance:

District Councillor

Ken Dyer

District Councillor

Lillian Cartwright

County Councillor

John Edney

Parish Council Clerk

Ainslie Ensor





9 parishioners

Apologies:
Parish Councillors

Alan Corkett







Gill Bennet



District Councillor

David Joslin

The meeting was closed and opened to the public.

Topics raised by attending public:

(i) A39 proposed improvements –The following comments were made.  Nether Stowey 2020 had written to W S Atkins pressing for 1995 scheme; calls for speed limits on the By Pass; suggested “Nether Stowey Welcomes Careful Drivers” signs are erected; speed of traffic has increased since By Pass was built; put permanent speed cameras on By Pass; all people experienced problems crossing when traffic heavy; church not just 1 day per week; elderly people and those with poorer vision cannot see fast traffic until too late; difficult to gauge speed of approaching traffic; need central refuges (with railings) at both Stogursey Lane and St Mary Street junctions; need lighting.  Cllr Edney commented that it was a positive move that County had proposed something, there was now a head of steam and he would support Parish Council, County Council was prepared to listen and discuss what was feasible, important that the community speaks with one voice, believes there is a good chance that something can be achieved.

The Parish Council meeting was reconvened. 

2535
Declarations of Interest

Cllr Standring declared an interest regarding agenda item 6 (ii) (Highways – Cobbled area, Castle Street)

2536
Approval of Minutes

Cllr Harris pointed out 2 typographical errors, Minute 2523 should read “8th April” not “9th April”, Minute 2526 line 2 should read “field” not “filed”

Cllr. Fitzmaurice proposed and Cllr. Watters seconded that the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 11 February 2002 be signed as a true record of the meeting, subject to the above corrections.

2537
Matters Arising

Minute 2524
Rats in the Village – the Clerk reported that there had been further sightings of rats in the village.  He had spoken to the Chief Environmental Health Officer at Sedgemoor District Council, who informed that the brown rat population was rising.  SDC had received some 4000 complaints regarding rodents last year and, with effect from 1 April 2002, they were introducing a charge of £10 per visit for requests to deal with rats.  Part of the problem was that it had become fashionable for people to leave food out for birds (and pets) and if this was placed on, or fell onto, the ground it encouraged rats to seek food near houses.  It was agreed that this problem be highlighted in the Easter newsletter.

Minute 2524
Countryside Agency – the Clerk reported that he had been informed by our MP that he had taken it up with the Government who had accepted that the list was flawed and that it would not be used to “judge” Parish Councils.  The accuracy of the list could be gauged by the fact that it cited Bridgwater Parish Council as “sleepy” when if fact there was no Bridgwater Parish Council.

Minute 2526 (vi) Coleridge Cottage – a letter from the Friends of Coleridge had now been received and the National Trust had indicated that the opening hours would be revised for the 2003 season.  Agreed that support in principal be given to the proposal.

2538
Highways

(i) A39 Proposals – Cllr Standring reported that following the representations made by the Parish Council and the publicity obtained about this she had been informed that the Parish Council was to be invited to a meeting to discuss a revised scheme.  It was agreed that a further response be made incorporating the various views made during the public session.

Cllr Standring, having declared an interest in the next item stood down and Cllr Fitzmaurice took the Chair.

(ii) Cobbled Area Castle Street – The Clerk reported that grant application papers had been received from Sedgemoor DC. We could apply for up to £2500 for up to 70% of cost.  It would now be necessary to design and cost a scheme and obtain the agreement of all the parties involved.  Thereafter, an application could be made.  A further report would be made in due course.  Cllr Dyer advised that the application should be made as quickly as possible in case the budget allocation for 2002/3 was committed.

Cllr Standring retook the Chair.

(iii) Mount Road – The Clerk reported that the W S Atkins had advised that all joint financing lighting units in Mount Road had now been approved for inclusion within Somerset County Council’s term maintenance contract.

2539
Cemetery

Cllr Watters reported that she had spoken to the Cemetery Caretaker who had agreed deal with the compost bin on a weekly basis.  There had been two complaints about the length of the grass and there was to be a blitz on the flowerbeds as soon as the weather allowed.  Cllr Fitzmaurice reported that the cemetery Committee had decided not to recommend an increase cemetery charges this year as the charges were still in the upper quartile in the area.

Proposed by Cllr Fitzmaurice seconded by Cllr Standring it was agreed that there be no increase in cemetery charges for 2002/3.

2540
Reports

(i) Jubilee Celebrations – Cllr. Standring reported that the planning of events was ongoing.  The Golden Jubilee Committee would be meeting on 20 March.

(ii) Playing Field – Cllr. Youe reported that the new “doggy bin” had been installed. Cllr Standring reminded the Council that the Playing Field still remained a non-dog designated area.

(iii) Village Hall – It was reported that the Village Hall committee was looking for new members and would welcome anyone who thought they may be able to assist.

(iv) Hinkley Point – There was nothing to report.

(v) Nether Stowey 2020 – It was reported that the new Steering Committee had formed Action Teams to work on the various issues identified.  These are:

· Environmental Issues – Liz Dean

· Road Safety / Traffic Issues – Ian Clarke

· Local Businesses and services – Robin Popham

· Village History – Ken Lee

The Group were organising a litter pick on 6 April, which it was hoped would cover Castle Street & stream, St Mary Street & stream, Lime Street, and the Playing Field.  The amount covered would depend on the number of volunteers coming forward.  It was suggested that the Cubs and Youth Club might like to assist.

2541
Planning Applications

It was reported that copies of the following Planning Applications had been received from Sedgemoor District Council.  These had been inspected by a group of Councillors and the following responses were approved.

(i)
36/02/00001
36 Castle Street–erection of garage, demolition of existing garage 


& shed – no objection

(ii)
36/02/00002
11 Oak Road –reduce canopy of one field maple – no objection

The Chairman reported that the wall in Stogursey Lane had not been removed and it was agreed that this be brought to the attention of the District Council’s Planning Enforcement Officers.

2542
Liaison

Cllr Cartwright reported that the District Council Had now appointed a new Head of Development Services who would be starting in May.  Hopefully this would improve the service provided.

2543
Village Maintenance

Cllr Standring reported that a quotation had been received for the repairs to the Clock Tower in the sum of £889.40.  This was considerably less than expected, as the work would not require scaffolding as previously thought and that an access platform would be sufficient.  Cllr Cartwright suggested that it may be possible to apply to the District Council for a grant and it was agreed that this be investigated and that the work be proceeded with, subject to any delay necessary if a grant could be obtained.

2544
Correspondence

Correspondence received included:

(i) University of Exeter – Planning Green Paper Seminar 1 March 2002

(ii) Society of Local Council Clerks – The Clerk Feb 2002

(iii) DEFRA – Acknowledgement of response to consultation paper

(iv) Sedgemoor District Council – Parking Order

(v) Sedgemoor District Council – Copy Planning Approvals (4) & Planning Committee Reports (2)

(vi) Sedgemoor District Council – What’s happening in Sedgemoor (6 Feb 2002)

(vii) Sedgemoor District Council – Planning Applications 30/01/02 to 05/02/02

(viii) Sedgemoor District Council – Planning Applications 06/02/02 to 12/02/02

(ix) Sedgemoor District Council – Chairman’s Reception, Queen’s Jubilee, SALC, Code of Conduct, 



       Clerk’s E-Mail

(x) Sedgemoor District Council – What’s Happening in Sedgemoor (Feb)

(xi) Sedgemoor District Council – What’s On

(xii) Sedgemoor District Council – Planning Applications 20/02/02 to 26/02/02

(xiii) Sedgemoor District Council – Planning Decisions 14/02/02 to 20/02/02

(xiv) SALC – Notice re code of conduct and audit for y/e 31 March 2002

(xv) Community Enterprise Somerset – newsletter

(xvi) CPRE – re Planning Green Paper

(xvii) BBC Somerset Sound – request for Village Correspondent

(xviii) Somerset County Council – Hinkley 2002 Calendar (Emergency Information)

(xix) Avon & Somerset Police – Somerset West Police District Information Bulletin

(xx) Mr C R Barwell – copy Transfer Notice “The Ancient Mariner”

(xxi) WS Atkins – request for land ownership information Lime Street

(xxii) Local Council Review Magazine

(xxiii) Clerk & Councils Direct magazine

(xxiv) Somerset County Council – Gypsy/Traveller Policy Information Pack

(xxv) Somerset County Council – Somerset Bus Strategy

(xxvi) Sedgemoor District Council – SPORT – Inter Parish Sporting Competition

(xxvii) SALC – Agenda Papers North Area meeting 14 March 2002

2545
Finances

(i) 
Bills for Payment

The following were presented for ratification, being payments for the previous month:

	Payee
	Amount
	Details

	Sedgemoor CVS
	£21.90
	Jan trip

	J Standring
	£14.03
	Mileage £8.73 Parking £0.30

Telephone £5.00

	A E Ensor
	£402.05
	Salary £348.04, Mileage £54.01

	D. Newman
	£28.50
	4.75 hrs @ £6.00

	Total
	£466.48
	


Proposed by Cllr. Harris and seconded by Cllr. Watters that the above expenditure be approved.

(ii)
Local Council Review


The subscription renewal, at a cost of £10.99, was approved.

(iii)
Sedgemoor CAB

The Clerk reported that a request for a grant from Sedgemoor CAB had been received; there was provision for this in the 2002/3 budget.  It was agreed that this matter be dealt with in May.

(iv) Youth Club

The Clerk reported that a request for a grant had been received from the Youth Club; there was provision for this in the 2002/3 budget.  After discussion it was agreed that the Youth Club be asked to submit a detailed proposal showing its projected income and expenditure for the coming year together with an outline of its proposed activities.

(v)
Audit Year Ending 31 March 2001

The Clerk reported that Cllr Standring had recently attended a meeting with District Audit regarding the 2000/1 accounts.  A number of small queries had been raised and these were being investigated.  A further report would be made when these matters had been resolved.

2546
Matters for Information

(i) Forthcoming Meetings

14 March – SALC meeting Woolavington

18 March – Parish Council Training Session on the new Code of Conduct

20 March – Golden Jubilee Committee

(ii) Newsletter this was to be ready for distribution by 22 March, copy to be with the Clerk by 13 March.

(iii) Litter Pick on 6th April

2547
Date of Next Meeting

This will be held on Monday 8th April 2002 at 7pm following the Annual Parish Meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm
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