Nether Stowey Parish Council


MINUTES OF NETHER STOWEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON MONDAY 12th January 2004 AT 7.00pm

IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present:
Parish Councillors 

Joyce Standring (Chairman)

Lorraine Clark

Rita Corbett

Alan Corkett

Liz Dean

Carol Parsons

Teresa Youe 

In attendance:

District Councillor

David Joslin

County Councillor

John Edney

Parish Council Clerk

Ainslie Ensor

2 Parishioners

Apologies:

Parish Councillor

Gill Bennet

Parish Councillor

Mark Fitzmaurice 

District Councillor

Lillian Cartwright

District Councillor

Ken Dyer

2833
Cllr G Bennet

The Chairman stated that as members may be aware Cllr Bennet’s husband is seriously ill.  In the circumstances she suggested that it would be appropriate to grant Cllr Bennet a six month sabbatical from Parish Council duties.
Proposed by Cllr Dean seconded by Cllr Corbett this was agreed and the Clerk was asked to write to her with the Council’s best wishes at this difficult time.

The District and County Councillors added their best wishes.
The meeting was closed and opened to the public.

Matters raised by the attending public:

· How to control delinquent youngsters, would it help if someone spoke to the parents, it was suggested that the Clerk raise the question of how these youngsters may be encouraged to participate in youth activities with the County Youth Service
· The lights on the Christmas tree on the Cross – the Chairman commented that once again many lights were broken
· Shop opening hours over Christmas/New Year – the Chairman commented that the information on opening hours contained in the Parish Council Newsletter was supplied by the traders

The Parish Council meeting was reconvened.

2834
Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th December 2003

Proposed by Cllr Dean, Seconded by Cllr Corkett, the Minutes were approved.

2835
Matters Arising

Minute 2821
The Clerk reported that after the last meeting the advice of the independent remuneration panel had been received from Sedgemoor District Council.  The panel recommended against the payment of a basic parish allowance, which was in line with the decision taken by the Parish Council.

Minute 2829 (iii)
The Chairman reported that Mr G Villis had refunded £30 of the Christmas tree grant as this had not been distributed to businesses previously allocated with Parish Council tree struts.  He had also indicated that in view of the continued damage to the tree lights the traders will not finding and erecting a tree next Christmas.  The Chairman reminded the Council that the Parish Council stopped providing the tree and lights for the same reason.  The efforts of Mr Villis, his son Jonathan and Stewart Brimicombe would be acknowledged in the next newsletter.
Minute 2831
The Clerk reported that he had been in contact with Your Energy Ltd, the promoters of the West Hinkley Wind Farm and had asked that they provide a speaker on for next meeting of the Parish Council.
2836
Cemetery

Nothing to report

2837
Highways

Work on the new footpath in Stogursey Lane had been commenced and it was understood that work on the new Lime Street / Stogursey Lane junction with the A39 was to be commenced shortly.  The Chairman had been investigating the positioning of warning signs for the new junction layout / speed limit were to be located and further information was awaited.
2838
Request for Bye Law regarding dropping of chewing gum and litter in public places

The Chairman reported that she had been approached by several parishioners complaining about chewing gum being dropped on pavements, particularly in areas such as the Cross, requesting that the Parish Council promote a Bye-Law to prohibit such behaviour.  This had been discussed with the legal officers at Sedgemoor District Council who had confirmed that the  dropping of chewing gum was already illegal by virtue of anti litter legislation and it was not possible to promote such a Bye Law.  The Chairman commented that the situation was similar to that regarding dog fouling; if Sedgemoor District Council were provided with necessary details they would prosecute.  It was noted that the problem of litter in the Old Gaol had been particularly bad over the holiday period and it was suggested that the gates should be closed earlier in the evening.  A litter bin had been placed in the Old Gaol but to no avail.
2839
Results of 2003 Survey of Footpaths in the Parish

Cllr Dean referred to the 2003 survey of footpaths in the Parish that had been previously circulated to Councillors, a copy of which is appended to these minutes.  A schedule of the required works to all the link paths between Nether Stowey and Over Stowey had been drawn up.  It was envisaged that the works would be funded by contributions from the AONB, Sedgemoor District Council, County Farms and Nether Stowey and Over Stowey Parish Councils.  Subject to the necessary budgetary approval being given, these works would be carried out in 2004/5 commencing in June 2004 after the grass had been cut for silage.  £250 had been included in the Parish Council budget for 2004/5 as Nether Stowey’s contribution to these works.  It was planned that works to the footpaths north of the A39 would be carried out in 2005/6.  Sedgemoor District Council was also carrying out some urgent (health and safety) works during the current year.
The report was noted.

2840
Planning

Proposed by Cllr Corkett, seconded by Cllr Standring, the following responses were approved.

(a)
Address
Poole Retreat, Tanyard

Proposal
Pollard T20, crown thin and reduce T23 and T24 by 33% and 



fell T17

Response
No objections to proposals.  T17 is showing signs of decay and 



the roots are exposed.  It appears it may be a danger to the 




adjoining property.

(b)
Address
Deer Dyche Paddock, Stogursey Lane

Proposal
Erection of stable block

Response
No objections, we would request that any manure heap 




connected with the stable is not established on the boundary 



adjacent to the new housing development to the north.

(c)
Address
Nether Stowey Primary School, Mill Close

Proposal
Erection of wire mesh fencing along eastern and southern 




boundaries

Response
No objections

(d)
Address
Castle Hill House, Castle Hill

Proposal
Installation of swimming pool in garden, near SE boundary 

Response
No objections; we note work has already commenced on this 


proposal and we are informed that the applicant proposes to 



erect a plant /equipment building adjacent to the pool.  This is 


not shown on the plans accompanying this application.  Any 



such building should be low impact and in keeping with the 



adjacent listed building.

2841
Liaison

Cllr Joslin had nothing to report.
Cllr Edney explained that he had arranged for the Chief Executive of the County Council to visit the area and would like to bring him to Nether Stowey to meet the Chairman and Clerk.
2842
Village Maintenance

The following items were reported.
· Paving stones on the Cross had been repaired / replaced.

· The signpost fingers on the Cross had been removed and were to be replaced next month with new ones.

· A large quantity of polystyrene beads had been dumped on the Cross, Sedgemoor District Council were complimented on the speed with which they responded.

· The spring bulbs had not been planted, the Clerk to ask Garden Maids to undertake this job.

· Dog fouling appeared to be on the increase in recent weeks.

· Vandal damage to the tourist information board in the Old Gaol, the Clerk was arranging its repair.

· Vandal damage to the telephone box on the Cross, repaired promptly by BT.

2843
Finance

The following payments for the previous month were presented for ratification:

	Payee
	Amount
	Details

	Chanin & Thomas
	£150.00
	Office Rent January 2004

	Garden Maids
	£72.00
	Cemetery Maintenance December

	Somerset Playing Fields’ Association
	£10.00
	Annual Membership Subscription

	A Ensor
	£514.45
	Salary £498.00

Mileage £9.60

Postage £4.20

Stationery £2.65

	Sedgemoor District Council
	£61.69
	Stationery (paper for newsletters)

	SCT Ltd
	£48.18
	Mini Bus Hire

20 October & 17 November

	Inland Revenue
	£127.04
	PAYE/NI payment

Oct/Nov/Dec 2003

	Nether Stowey Junior Football Team
	£50.00
	Grant agreed 08.12.2003

	R J Jeanes
	£100.00
	Allotment Rental 2004

	J A Standring
	£16.67
	Increase in Chairman’s Allowance Dec 2003 to March 2004

	Total
	£1150.03
	


Proposed by Cllr Corkett, Seconded by Cllr Youe the above payments were approved.

2844
Correspondence

Correspondence received included:

	From
	Subject

	BNFL
	Hinkley Point A News

	BNFL
	Hinkley Point News

	Dorset & Somerset NHS
	You And Your Health Winter 2003

	NALC
	Local Council Review

	Over Stowey PC
	Minutes 17 Nov 2003

	Over Stowey PC
	Minutes 15/12/2003

	Parret Catchment Project
	Information Pack

	Philip Luther
	Letter Re Suggestion For Competition Re Youth Council

	SALC
	Newsletter

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Copy Dev Control Committee Reports

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Planning Applications 27/11/2003 To 03/12/2003

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Planning Decisions 20/11/2003 To 26/11/2003

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Quantock Cluster Minutes

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Planning Applications 04/12/2003 To 10/12/2003

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Planning Decisions 27/11/2003 To 03/12/2003

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Planning Applications 11/12/2003 To 17/12/2003

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Planning Decisions 04/12/2003 To 10/12/2003

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Planning Applications 18/12/2003 To 22/12/2003

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Plannning Decisions 11/12/2003 To 17/12/2003

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Letter Re Planning Application Coachmans Cottage

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Planning Certificate 14 Bishop Road

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Planning Refusal 3 Exeter Close

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Planning Refusal Coachmans Cottage

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Planning Applications 23/12/2003 To 07/01/2004

	Sedgemoor District Council
	Planning Decisions 18/12/2003 To 31/12/2003

	Severn Estuary Partnership
	Newsletter

	Somerset County Council
	Promo Re Community Chest

	Somerset Highways
	Winter Service Information

	Somerset Rural Youth Project
	Newsletter


2845
Matters for Information

Speakers at future meetings:
· 9th February 
Your Energy Ltd (West Hinkley Wind Farm) (subject to confirmation)
· 8th March
Louise Reilly, Somerset Waste Action Programme
Forthcoming Meetings
· 17th March Quantock Cluster Meeting (with County Cllr Tim Carroll Environment & Transport Portfolio Holder) 7.30pm at Otterhampton Village Hall, Combwich
Video Rota
· January

Cllr Corbett

· February
Cllr Youe

· March

Cllr Corkett

· April

Cllr Dean

· May

Cllr Parsons

2846
Date of Next Meeting

This will be held on Monday 9th February 2004 at 7pm in the Village Hall

The meeting closed at 7.55pm.

[image: image1.png]NETHER STOWEY FOOTPATHS GROUP

SURVEY OF NETHER STOWEY RIGHTS OF WAY: SPRING 2003

1. Introduction.

The members of the Nether Stowey Footpaths Group have surveyed
ail the Rights of Way (ROWSs) within the Parish of Nether Stowey
during the spring of 2003.

The Definitive List of the Rights of Way together with the Definitive
ROW map (a 1:10000 scale local map on which are marked and
numbered the definitive ROWSs) as supplied by Sedgemoor District
Council form the basis of the survey.

All the ROWSs within the Parish are footpaths. There are no
bridieways, Roads Used as Public Paths (RUPPS), or Byeways Open
to All Traffic (BOATS). There is no land within Nether Stowey subject
to the Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000.

The survey has been carried out according to a methodology devised
by Somerset County Council so that the information is standardised
and can be compared to data yielded by similar surveys in other
parishes.

2. Method.

Each footpath has been surveyed along its entire length. The county
coungil protocol allows the assessment of all the physical aspects of a
path; signposting at roadsides; waymarking along the route; the
condition of bridges and culverts; the graded condition of stiles,
gates, steps and revetments and other barriers; the presence of
obstructions, both point and linear; the nature of the farmiand
through which a route passes, including ploughing and cropping
practices; and the condition of the surfaces of the path.

The completed protocol then allows an assessment of the status of
the path to be made against the seven categories listed above. The
footpath is awarded a "Pass" if all seven criteria are met satisfactorily.
If the footpath fails on any one category, then the overall assessment
is a "Fail".

The completed survey protocol for each ROW is then attached to a
"history" sheet which records the date the survey takes place, its
result and any subsequent changes 1o the path such as statuiory




[image: image2.png]orders, replacement of footpath furniture, repairs and maintenance,
changes in the route, and so on.

Each footpath has its own mini - folder so that, over time, a master
directory will be compiled of all the Definitive ROWSs in the Parish and
their current status.

3. Results.

The results are shown on the Summary Sheets. The ROWSs are not
in numerical order, but conform to the order as shown on
Sedgemoor's definitive list.

Of the 28 footpaths surveyed, only 5 passed, a pass rate of 18%;
three of these were on the Castle Mount.

Eight paths failed on one category only; seven failed on two; three
faited on three categories; two on four categories; two on five; and
one on six. There were no failures involving all seven categories.

Of the 23 which failed, absent signposting at roadsides and absent or
confusing waymarking along the routes were the commonest causes
of failure; 14 paths had defective roadside signposting and 15,
defective waymarking en route. Seven paths had gates and / or
stiles that needed reptacement. in the case of six paths, the route
was interrupted by illegal ploughing or cropping practices; and four
pathe were obstructed, either by a finear obstruction such as
overgrown hedges, or by a point obstruction such as an electric
fence. The surface condition was unsatisfactory in six paths.

In the case of five footpaths, sections of the paths had been
obliterated entirely and were no longer traceable on the ground ,
although, in two of these instances, alternative routes were feasible.

Sixteen paths were either directly linked (ie. They crossed the parish
boundary) or were indirectly linked (ie. They were en route to a direct
link) with a neighbouring parish. Of these 16, only 2 paths passd the
assessment, a pass rate of 12.5%.

4. Conclusions and Recommendations.
The results emphasise the amount of work that will be needed if the
ROWSs in Nether Stowey are to be restored to a safe and accessible

condition. :

Qver the coming months, the Nether Stowey Footpaths Group will




[image: image3.jpg]need to carry out the following activities:

1. Prioritise the footpaths according to agreed criteria for action.
These criteria might include, for example, the perceived frequency of
use; possible future circular walks; links with routes in neighbouring
parishes.

2. Liason with Footpath Officers and / or footpath groups in
neighbouring parishes in order to ascertain their priorities and
interests in link paths.

3. Meeting with the Rights of Way Officer for Sedgemoor District
Council (Nicola Chidley) to field walk the prioritised paths, making
detailed notes of the improvements required.

4. Costing improvements and beginning the task of identifying
sources of funding.

5. Identifying possible low cost improvements for which volunteer
labour may be available, for example, route waymarking.

E A Dean. July 2003.
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