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A Tribute to my Friend Brenda May Robinson
08/05/1929 to 12/04/2021

Brenda (or Bren to her friends) was born in Castle
Street, Nether Stowey on May 8th 1929. She was ¢
sickly child, suffering terribly with Asthma so much
so that she never went to school until she was 7
years old.

Her Mum and Dad, Alice and Albert Venn, used to
run a small shop from their front room on Castle
Street until the damp and general living conditions
of the day gave her Dad the idea to purchase land and build what was Castle
Stores.

One day, when Mr Venn was doing his deliveries in Over Stowey, he cam¢
across a dog on a small holding that was tied up outside and made a fuss of
it. The owner offered him the dog and so the dog, called Mickey, went home
to the shop to be part of the Venn family.

When Bren started school (which at that time was directly opposite Castle
store in what is now the Library), the dog always sat outside the main school
door waiting for Bren to come out. Every time Mr Venn took the dog home it

made its way back across to the school door and sat patiently waiting for his
mistress until one day the Headmaster came to see Mr Venn. "How old is that
dog, Mr Venn?" said the Headmaster, "Well, he was given to us but we think
he's about 6," replied Mr Venn. "Well," said the Headmaster "Then | think
it's about time he comes inside to be educated!" From that day Mickey went
to school everyday and |l ay underneatit

Most of you will remember Bren always making a fuss of the village dogs and
carrying little treats for them. In fact she wouldn't even leave the house unless
she had her doggy treats with her, such was her love for all animals!

Brenda was kind, she was fiercelyindependent, she loved to chat, she was so
proud of her little bungalow to which she would give a guided tour to anyone
who would give her the time of the day and she missed her beloved husband
Robbie so much.

Brenda May Robinson was a true Stowey character and best of all, she was mjy
friend x

Helen Beasle)




CLUBS & SOCIETIES IN NETHER STOWEY & OVER STOWEY

Allotment Association Over Stowey Rights of Way Group
Bruce Roper 732 043 Richard Ince 733 237

Active Living Group Over Stowey Social Club

Call 734 613 or 733 040; 733 151; 73256@9rhomas 732 905

Coleridge Probus Club Over Stowey Tennis Court

Philip Comer (01984) 656 720 Liz Onions 732 195

Coleridge Cottage Quantock AONB Office, Fyne Court
Tel: 732 662 Tel: (01823) 451 884

Friends of Coleridge Quantock Beekeepers Association
Eliza Sackett 733 660 Ken Edwards 671 544

Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey Quantock Players

Sian StaffoB2 741 Wendy Hobbs 733 197

Friends of Over Stowey Church Quantock Quilters

Christopher Stone 732 907 Gill Grifiths 733 709

Quantock Tennis Club

Robin Bendall 732 633

Royal British LegiorN/Stowey & District
Viki Fielder 238 691

Stogursey ForgeétleNot Cafe

Helen Cuttell 734 818

Stowey Green Spaces Group

Friends of Quantock

Mary ter Braak (01984) 656 633
Friends of Nether Stowey School
Lisa Rendle 732 508

Nether Stowey Football Club
Chair: Nigel Waterman 732 310
Sen.lors:St'eve Easden 07788 370014 Judith Greig 732 483
Juniors:Nigel Waterman 732 310 Stowey Walking

Minis: Richard Marriott 07890 4516945_ nne Abbott 732 228

Nether Stowey Playing Fields Committ«%e Quantock Musical Theatre Co,
Jane Erskine 732 025 Brian Williams 732 325

Nether Stowey Short Mat Bowls Stowey Bear@reschool)

Cath Roberts 732 789 Tina Miller 734 636

Nether Stowey Twinning Association Stowey Book Club

Open to everyone. lan Pearson 732 22854 Whittingham 732 446

Nether Stowey Village Hall Stowey Gardeners

Jan Miller 733 436 Juliet Harkness 733 245 N
Net her Stowey & FizwdfdsdhPciuB form¥f A€ DhYCentre)
Institute Maggie Harrison 732 532

Margaret Harris 734 613
Terry Binding 732 710
Over Stowey Bellringers
Over Stowey Bowls Club
Wendy Hill 732 194

Over Stowey Cricket Club
Phil Rici32 675



June 2021

Dear All,

The highlight of May for me has been being able to go out for a meal! No

cooking or washing up...bliss. | ém K
restaurants / sitting inside the pub will continue to be allowed, since our

weat her i snét t he mo s t reliabl e. I 4

Cottage Inn, Kitchen at Quantock Lakes and The George back operating afte
such a long hiatus.

The magazine content has increased ¢§i

great to have something for our Diary Dates at last. Congratulations to all the
clubs and societies able to wel come
before, why not pop along and try one of them?

Our Stowey Star this month is local amateur artist, Gilly Harcombe (see p.23),

Her beautiful paintings are available to view and buy at the Thomas Poole
Library. We also have another wonderful piece of writing from a Year 5 (age 10)
Nether Stowey School pupil, Matilde Fothergill (see p.12).

Have you heard of Strictly NHS on June 4th? A dance competition that is raising
money for NHS Charities with professional dancers paired with regular NHS
workers. My sisterin-law is one of the competitors - see page 37 for full details!

Take care, Ruth

Your Messenger Team
Please email articles / photos to  editor@quantockmessenger.org.uk

Ruth Richardson Editor 229682 Annabelle Whitlock  Editor By email
Sally Dymock Advertising 732298 Richard Beer Printer 732 412

Sally & John Collating 732298 Phil & Kath Peckham Assembly - 732 288
Dymock - Molly Bradner Distribution 732 166

Please send adverts toadvertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk.
We are always pleased to receive articles in any form (by phone, handwritten, typed or by email). You
may leave articles for The Messenger at the Church Centre or at the Parish Council Offices, on the Cross
in Nether Stowey. Deadline for articles is the 15th of the preceding month.

—

Cover Photos (L-R): Nell Barrington and Luna (see article on p.20); Over Stowey Cricke
Club, photo by lan Barrow; out Stowey Star, Gilly Harcombe (see article on p.23);
Marion Evered (see article on p.22); weather vane on South Lane taken by Terry Abbisg.
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DIARY DATES 2021

Mon 14th June - NS Parish Council meeting- NS CC- 7pm
Wed 16th June- OS Parish Council meeting- OS VH- 7pm

Sat 19th June - Stowey Green Spaces litter picking- meet at recreation
ground portacabin - 10am

Wed 23rd June - Stogursey ForgetMe-No t GalD:&-12 - Stogursey
Church Rooms

Wed 23rd June- Nether Stowey Wednesday Club restarts- 10:30- NS CC
Thurs 24th June- WI: Annual meeting & 2-4pm - NS CC

Fri 25th June - Blood Donation Session (visit blood.co.uk or call 0300 123
2323)

Fri 25th & Sat 26th June- Over Stowey Patronal Flower Festival St Peter & St
Paul Church- from 2pm

Wed 30th June - Nether Stowey Wednesday Club- 10:30- NS CC
Sat 3rd July- Party in the Park- 3-11pm - Nether Stowey Playing Fields

Wed 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th July - Nether Stowey Wednesday Club- 10:30 -
NS CC

Thurs 8th July- WI: Musical Quiz with Adelaide and Claire- 2pm - NS CC

Fri 6th August-Mar i on Ever ed Tr ustKdlingtomnépra |
Thurs 12th Aug - WI. Can you Hear me at the BackZvith Michael Malaghan -
2pm - NS CC

Thurs 9th Sept- WI: Driftwood Art with Emma Duke - 2pm - NS CC

Sat 25th & Sun 26th Sept- The Quantock Hills Walking Festival

Thurs 14th Oct- WI: Marie Antoinette's Guide to Farming - 2pm - NS CC

Thurs 11th Nov - WI: Christmas Theme Decorations with Jenny Barnham
2pm - NS CC

Thurs 9th December- WI: Christmas Celebration Tea with Jan McNeill 2pm -
NS CC

NS CC- Nether Stowey Church Centre

NS VH- Nether Stowey Village Hall

OS VH- Over Stowey Village Hall

TPL- Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey




% COLERIDGE COTTAGE

After well over a year of being closed, Coleridge Cottage is now
Rational - open again and has been for a couple of weeks already. It was
quite a challenge to get it all up and running after such a long
time being closed. We are only open at weekends at first and will gradually
open a few more days per week as we go through the year, up to 5 days in a|
week in August, before we start to drop back days in September and October.
You can see what days we are open if you visit our website
www.nationaltrust.org. uk/coleridge -cottage. Here you will find details of how
to book and what to expect from your visit.

We have definitely seen some changes over the last year, and this year we wi
see more changes in how we operate, to ensure we can open safely fo
everyone. To visit the cottage now you will need to book in online, whether
you are a member or not. This system is helping us know how many visitors
we have daily on site so that we can ensure that everyone is kept safe during
their visit - from the visitors, to the staff and volunteers. We will have a one
way route in operation around the cottage and the garden. Things will be a
little different, but you will still be able to experience the magic of this unique
cottage. If you wish to visit, please visit our Trust website (see below) on how|
to book your visit and what to expect and you will need to book your ticket
by 3pm the day before your visit.
worth giving us a call on the day

spaces, as weéd |l ove to welcome youl

www.nationaltrust.orqg.uk/coleridge -cottage & 01278 732 662

Our main focus since returning has been getting the cottage ready to open
which has involved a deep clean, getting the garden all looking lovely again
and our volunteers have been busy h
about volunteering at the cottage feel free to drop us an e-mail at
coleridgecottage@nationaltrust.org.uk or call us on 01278 732 662 . Our
volunteers help with everything from welcoming visitors, gardening, talking
about Coleridge, to running our s h
somet hing for you to get i nvol ved
would be interested in with the National Trust then let us know!

This month will be all about adapting to our new way of working which | am
confident we will get to grips with. We look forward to seeing you on your
next visit to the cottage.

Charlie Sinclair
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http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/coleridge-cottage
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/coleridge-cottage
mailto:coleridgecottage@nationaltrust.org.uk

NETHERSTOWEY PARISH COUNCIL

The Parish Office is now open to the public every day except]
Thursday. Our office hours remain the same: 10am until 1pm.
Please wear a face covering and respect social distancing. Fulle
information is available on our website at www.netherstowey-
pc.gov.uk

We are delighted to announce that the Neighbourhood Plan for Nether

Stowey parish was overwhelmingly approved by residents at the referendum
on Thursday 6th May. The results were YE®& 338 votes, NO & 55 votes and 3
rejected. The turnout was over 34% with 85.4% in favour of the Plan being
adopted and used by Sedgemoor District Council to help it to decide

planning applications in the parish.

Thank you to all those who took the time to vote and to all volunteers who
contributed to the making of this Plan over the last 5 years.

The Parish Council are looking for a cleaner for the public toilets who can
open and close them every day. The
contact the Parish Office for more details.

Parish Council meetings will in future be held in the Church Centre, on the
usual date (the second Monday of the month) at 7pm. Assuming that
everything goes to plan on the Covid-19 route out of lockdown, the next
Parish Council meeting will be held on 14 June. Restrictions may apply
depending on Government guidance at that time.

Tel: 01278 733779 or email: clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk

Website : www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk

Caro Slaymaker, Clerk to the Nether Stowey Parish Councg

THANK YOU

On behal f of Sar ah, Hannah
thank you to the people of

beyond for the kind words a
passing of Jerry. We have ©b
care in soOoO many ways. Jerr
memori es, not | east hi s
foothladddor
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http://www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk
http://www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk
http://www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk

Stoweywalking

Nether Stowey, Over Siowey ang the Quaptock Hills

The Quantock Hills Walking Festival is back!

25" & 26" September 2021

This year’s walking festival will be bigger and better than ever
with a variety of new walks venturing further into the Quantock
Hills and surrounding area. We have nature rambles, history
walks, high level hikes and even a family treasure hunt, all
followed by delicious tea and cake here in Nether Stowey.

The event will be fully COVID secure.
For further information on the
various walks and to book your
place contact us at:
enquiries@stoweywalking.co.uk
www.stoweywalking.co.uk

Hosted by Stowey Walking, the Walkers are Welcome steering
group for Nether Stowey and Over Stowey and sponsored by the
Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme

- AT

uantock Landscape
HJE&{%TAGE (I’Lartnership Schempe

Reimagining the Manor




GARDENING WITH NICK RIGDEN

—.— -
SEED{ As | write this in mid-May, we have experienced varied
weather, often very local, making this a challenging spring
' for gardeners. April was so dry with water butts emptying,

_ strong drying winds as we moved into May, hail, some rain
and many gardens and allotments experiencing frosts!
Whatever the weather, how lucky we are to have our gardens and allotments
at this time. Hopefully, lockdown will continue to ease and the enjoyment and
inspiration of garden visiting becomes more the norm.

Vegetables: Many vegetables can continue to be sown to provide a
succession. This includes lettuce in its many forms, rocket, salad onions, radis
as well as carrots, beetroot, peas and dwarf beans. MidJune to mid-July is the
ideal time to sow Florence fennel to avoid it running up to seed (bolting) and

still providing time to produce good sized bulbs. Plant out outdoor tomatoes

and any other frost tender vegetables such as runner beans. courgettes and
sweetcorn and transplant any brassicas and leeks. Leeks are increasing
susceptible to leek moth and will benefit from being covered with fleece or

enviromesh. This is an important month to keep the hoe moving between
crops, not only for weed control but also to keep the surface soil open. Keep
potatoes regularly earthed up to prevent green potatoes and reduce weeds.
By mid-June allow asparagus foliage to develop and manufacture

carbohydrates which are stored in
dressing of general-purpose fertiliser to boost growth and give a good
watering i f necessary. This wil/l | a

Fruit: Strawberries will be ripening and should have straw or matting placed
under the fruits to stop soil splash and should damp weather prevail check for
fruits with grey mould and remove to avoid it spreading to clean fruit. Protect
strawberries and redcurrants from birds with netting and, should it be dry,
ensure adequate moisture to promote good sized fruits. The new growth of
redcurrants and gooseberries can be summer pruned cutting back to five
leaves.

Flowers: Biennials such as sweet william and foxglove can be sown in trays o
pots as can wallflowers, winter flowering pansies and polyanthus for next year.
Remember to regularly dead head perennials following flowering and check
any plant support that is required. Strong healthy shoots on fuchsias and
pelargoniums will make good softwood cuttings. Some early flowering
perennials such as Pulmonaria (lungwort) and oriental poppies can start to
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look tired and cutting back will tidy them and encourage a second flush of
foliage and often more flowers.

Shrubs and climbers : plants for free are always welcome and now is the time
to take cuttings from many of our shrubs. These are soft wood cuttings as
above and can be taken from shrubs such as berberis, cornus, hebe, deutzig
philadelphus, ribes and weigela.

Plants that have been grafted or budded such as roses, fruit trees and some
ornamental trees may have thrown up suckers from the rootstock. These
should be removed carefully as close to the rootstock as possible. Keep on
top of training and tying in strong new shoots on climbing and rambling
roses. At their base they are comparatively weak and strong winds can break
them. Ensure that any container grown shrubs that have been recently
planted are kept well watered to aid establishment. Spring flowering shrubs
t hat have completed their fl owerin
Removal of some older stems soon after flowering allows the development of
new growth which will ripen and produce flowers next year.

Nick Rigden

Saturday 21 ** August @

)
Al though, due to Covid,f“{ﬁ)n

a full Flower Show this August & if there is enough interest, we
would like to run a smaller alternative mini show with a difference! A real
village event!!

? ,‘, Nether Stowey Flower Show Needs You

We know lots of people have taken up new hobbies during the lockdowns
and want to give you the opportunity to display all your fantastic
achievements.

Would you be interested in taking part in the Village Hall, to exhibit a family/
group/team/street/club display of anything you have made/grown/produced/
cooked/photographed/painted etc.?

Theyeéell be no charge to enter and a

We can only proceed if enough people are interested so this is a request for
you to contact the secretary Robin Brierly by 12" June to express
aninterest-gbnj mzcs j f s mérphbre@1278M32574.n ';‘ c‘g

If enough people are interested more details will follow next ' ‘L ﬁ%.
month. We look forward to hearing from you. ’l\
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mailto:familybrierley@gmail.com

The Walled Gardens of

n?5 Cannington

The Walled Gardens, shop, tea room
(takeaway offer only) and plant sales are
open Tuesday to Sunday, 10am-4pm.
Relax in the beautiful Walled Gardens of

Cannington. Open air theatre returns in
the summer.

Keep an eye on our website and social
media pages for more information.

S

BRIDGWATER

BOB® colleor

www.canningtonwalledgardens.co.uk 01278 655042

PLAYING FIELD REGENERATION CLUB DRAW

Congratulations to the winners of the Playing Field Superdraw. Thank you for
your continued support. Subscriptions for the next 6 months are now being

collected (A15 or A2.50 per month).

time? Contact Jane Erskine 732025 or Sharon Mayell 732311 to join.

1t £168.75 169 5 Youe
2nd £84.37 247 A McMurren
3rd £50.63 25 B Carter
4th £33.75 228 R Scales

NETHER STOWEY VILLAGE HALL

The VILLAGE HALL is now OPEN for business following government guideline
By the time you read this Fiona Pascall will be running her Pilates classes agai
on a Wednesday (see advert for details) and Sian Cocks will be running
exercise classes on a Monday lunchtime.

-

Thank goodness we have received substantial Covid business grants from
Sedgemoor District Council over the last 12 months. Without these we would

11
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not have been able to maintain the
months just to keep it empty! These essential expenses include water, electric
licenses, electrical checks, fire extinguisher checks, insurance and repairs t
the club room ceiling.

Sharon Mayel,

NETHER STOWEY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Dear all,

,f It has been a busy time at school and | would like to share with
| you some of the learning that has been taking place.

Oak Class (our Reception / Year 1 class) celebrated international superher

day and have learnt all about superheroes. This included real life superheroes

and those who have helped us in the pandemic. They used their design and
technology skills to create a selection of hand puppets and to write super hero
stories.

In Ash class (Years 2 and 3), children have looked at the artist Van Gogh and

used their art skills alongside water colours to recreate sunflower pictures.

Maple Class (Years 4 and 5) have looked at a few different fables. Using dram
and discussion, the children analysed the different character's thoughts and
feelings and from this they wrote diary extracts. We would like to share with
you a Ye aihe Sorigse and theéHzare

As we move forward, the school very much hope to continue to work with
Friends of Nether Stowey School (FONNS) to create some funéraising events.
We continue to develop our outside area thanks to the purchase of some
additional benches and tables by FONSS.

We recently held a éeéwear your pyjam
and raised A147 for this fantastic

Chloe Holt Head Teache

hall
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The children in Maple Class (Years 45) have been studpyi

and were asked to write diary entries from the viewpoint of one of the
characters. Matil de Fothergil /!l wrot
She is only 10 years old! Well done, Matilde.

Dear Diary,
You wonét believe how hilarious and
sprung out of my burrow and dashed my way over to Fox. | was interrupted by

pa

a tortoise (when | was in the middle of showing off to Fox).

12



Tortoise had a shell as bumpy as a farm road, his head, legs and tail wer¢
stubby. Maybe he was slower than a snail!

&Who wants to chall enge me-dre wbuldsdnota
rival me in a race. Tortoise wanted to somehow challenge me!!! Can you
believe that? He asked if he could have a week to train, so | let him (I still
knew with all that training he stil

Write soon,

Hare

Dear Diary,

Sorry, but thereés bad news. Today
In the morning, | remembered about Tortoise and took everyone to the gym
to watch him. Most of the ani mals c

Tortoise looked like he had been frozen in the freezer, he was so slow. Hig
face looked like he was angry and concentrating. He was doing slow star
jumps and press-ups.

A few hours later, Fox started the race and | was off in a flash. Tortoise was sti
at the starting |ine, so | took a
sound of cheering: Tortoise! Tortoise! Tortoise! | zoomed over to the finish
line but it was too late, he had won. | was so embarrassed.

Hare

174
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STOWEY SHUTTLE

We have increased t-haf |
service to customers (¢
provide tr aregdp acratl tagp pa
i ncluding vaccinati on:
opti ci

Il ans, denti st s, an
be subject -itnot rtohdeu cneedw | cy
travel

For f m

further I nformat.
cont act us on 079
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é‘\eR sro%~ NETHER STOWEY FOOTBALL CLUB
L W
Senior Football

With a very disjointed season at an end, the club is now
planning for the 2021-22 season. The club is delighted to
confirm that they are planning to enter a reserve team in the
Taunton and District Saturday League and are hoping that the Sunday team
will be able to join the Bridgwater Sunday League.

The core of the reserve team will hopefully be made up of our existing U16
squad and could herald an exciting future for the club. Additional help off the
pitch will be needed and anyone interested should contact either Nigel
Waterman or Steve Easden (details can be found on page 3).

Recent Results- Stowey bowed out of the Seward Cup, losing 3-0 in the semi-
final to Staplegrove Spartans. A great effort from the Stowey side, who held
their own against a team in a higher division. The match was a first for Stowey,
as it was broadcast live through Saturday Football League's website.

Other results haven't gone the way of Stowey, with the Saturday side losing to
Fivehead and North Petherton and the Sunday side losing to Taunton
Eagles. Despite this, the respective managers are happy with performances
and were able to give senior debut's to a host of youngsters, with a mind on
next season.

Training - Senior training will recommence in July, usually on a Tuesday
Manager, Steve Easden, will confirm dates nearer the time on the club's
Facebook page.

Sponsors- The club has various sponsorship positions available: club sponsor
kit sponsor etc. We are looking for local businesses to be associated with this
thriving football club. If you are interested, please contact me, details below.

Old Team Photos - The club is on the lookout for any old / recent team
photos. So, if you have any, or you know of anybody who might have some,
please send them over to me, with names if known. Again, details below.

Mark Sells
marksells2016@outlook.com
Junior Football

It has been great to see the youth teams getting back out on the playing
fields. To see the smiles and joy that the game brings to so many after all the
lockdowns is a breath of fresh air. There have been a selection of friendlies

14



against other local teams and the performances from all ages involved has
been wonderful. As we see lockdown restrictions continue to ease, we are able
to welcome back some spectators which all adds to the enjoyment of the
game as we take steps back to, what we hope is, normality.

Simon Richardson
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THE LATEST FROM OVER STOWEY CRICKET CLUB

Well, it finally happened: the eagerly awaited start to the
cricket season and what a start we have had!! Two weeks ir
and all teams remain unbeaten.

The 1st Xl began their campaign at home on 2 May entertaining
Timberscombe and won by 2 wickets (Timberscombe 1478 Matt
Mackenzie 83-24-4. Over Stowey 1488 Mark Hill 75). The 2" X| started
with a 3 wicket win against East Huntspill 2nds (East Huntspill 1559. Over
Stowey 156-7 Oli Washer 52, Tyler Coleman 30%*).

The following week the weather intervened and the 1% team game at
home on the 8" May was called off due to rain without a ball being
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