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A Tribute to my Friend Brenda May Robinson
08/05/1929 to 12/04/2021
Brenda (or Bren to her friends) was born in Castle
Street, Nether Stowey on May 8th 1929. She was a
sickly child, suffering terribly with Asthma so much
so that she never went to school until she was 7
years old.
Her Mum and Dad, Alice and Albert Venn, used to
run a small shop from their front room on Castle
Street until the damp and general living conditions
of the day gave her Dad the idea to purchase land and build what was Castle
Stores.
One day, when Mr Venn was doing his deliveries in Over Stowey, he came
across a dog on a small holding that was tied up outside and made a fuss of
it. The owner offered him the dog and so the dog, called Mickey, went home
to the shop to be part of the Venn family.
When Bren started school (which at that time was directly opposite Castle
store in what is now the Library), the dog always sat outside the main school
door waiting for Bren to come out. Every time Mr Venn took the dog home it
made its way back across to the school door and sat patiently waiting for his
mistress until one day the Headmaster came to see Mr Venn. "How old is that
dog, Mr Venn?" said the Headmaster, "Well, he was given to us but we think
he's about 6," replied Mr Venn. "Well," said the Headmaster "Then I think
it's about time he comes inside to be educated!" From that day Mickey went
to school everyday and lay underneath Bren’s school desk.
Most of you will remember Bren always making a fuss of the village dogs and
carrying little treats for them. In fact she wouldn't even leave the house unless
she had her doggy treats with her, such was her love for all animals!
Brenda was kind, she was fiercely independent, she loved to chat, she was so
proud of her little bungalow to which she would give a guided tour to anyone
who would give her the time of the day and she missed her beloved husband
Robbie so much.
Brenda May Robinson was a true Stowey character and best of all, she was my
friend x

Helen Beasley
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CLUBS & SOCIETIES IN NETHER STOWEY & OVER STOWEY
Over Stowey Rights of Way Group
Richard Ince 733 237
Over Stowey Social Club
Sue Thomas 732 905
Over Stowey Tennis Court
Liz Onions 732 195
Quantock AONB Office, Fyne Court
Tel: (01823) 451 884
Quantock Beekeepers Association
Ken Edwards 671 544
Quantock Players
Wendy Hobbs 733 197
Quantock Quilters
Gill Griffiths 733 709
Quantock Tennis Club
Robin Bendall 732 633
Royal British Legion - N/Stowey & District
Viki Fielder 238 691
Stogursey Forget-Me-Not Cafe
Helen Cuttell 734 818
Stowey Green Spaces Group
Judith Greig 732 483
Stowey Walking
Lynne Abbott 732 228
The Quantock Musical Theatre Co.
Brian Williams 732 325
Stowey Bears (pre-school)
Tina Miller 734 636
Stowey Book Club
Alison Whittingham 732 446
Stowey Gardeners
Juliet Harkness 733 245
Wednesday Club (formerly the Day Centre)
Maggie Harrison 732 532

Allotment Association
Bruce Roper 732 043
Active Living Group
Call 734 613 or 733 040; 733 151; 732 609
Coleridge Probus Club
Philip Comer (01984) 656 720
Coleridge Cottage
Tel: 732 662
Friends of Coleridge
Eliza Sackett 733 660
Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey
Sian Stafford 732 741
Friends of Over Stowey Church
Christopher Stone 732 907
Friends of Quantock
Mary ter Braak (01984) 656 633
Friends of Nether Stowey School
Lisa Rendle 732 508
Nether Stowey Football Club
Chair: Nigel Waterman 732 310
Seniors: Steve Easden 07788 370014
Juniors: Nigel Waterman 732 310
Minis: Richard Marriott 07890 451694
Nether Stowey Playing Fields Committee
Jane Erskine 732 025
Nether Stowey Short Mat Bowls
Cath Roberts 732 789
Nether Stowey Twinning Association
Open to everyone. Ian Pearson 732 228
Nether Stowey Village Hall
Jan Miller 733 436
Nether Stowey & Fiddington Women’s
Institute
Margaret Harris 734 613
Terry Binding 732 710
Over Stowey Bellringers
Over Stowey Bowls Club
Wendy Hill 732 194
Over Stowey Cricket Club
Phil Rich 732 675
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June 2021
Dear All,
The highlight of May for me has been being able to go out for a meal! No
cooking or washing up...bliss. I’m keeping my fingers crossed that eating inside
restaurants / sitting inside the pub will continue to be allowed, since our
weather isn’t the most reliable. It’s great to see The Ancient Mariner, The
Cottage Inn, Kitchen at Quantock Lakes and The George back operating after
such a long hiatus.
The magazine content has increased significantly with lockdown easing and it’s
great to have something for our Diary Dates at last. Congratulations to all the
clubs and societies able to welcome back their members, if you haven’t been
before, why not pop along and try one of them?
Our Stowey Star this month is local amateur artist, Gilly Harcombe (see p.23).
Her beautiful paintings are available to view and buy at the Thomas Poole
Library. We also have another wonderful piece of writing from a Year 5 (age 10)
Nether Stowey School pupil, Matilde Fothergill (see p.12).
Have you heard of Strictly NHS on June 4th? A dance competition that is raising
money for NHS Charities with professional dancers paired with regular NHS
workers. My sister-in-law is one of the competitors - see page 37 for full details!
Take care, Ruth

Your Messenger Team
Please email articles / photos to editor@quantockmessenger.org.uk
Ruth Richardson Editor

229 682

Annabelle Whitlock

Editor

By email

Sally Dymock

Advertising

732 298

Richard Beer

Printer

732 412

Sally & John
Dymock

Collating

732 298

Phil & Kath Peckham Assembly - Molly Bradner
Distribution

732 288
732 166

Please send adverts to advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk.
We are always pleased to receive articles in any form (by phone, handwritten, typed or by email). You
may leave articles for The Messenger at the Church Centre or at the Parish Council Offices, on the Cross
in Nether Stowey. Deadline for articles is the 15th of the preceding month.

Cover Photos (L-R): Nell Barrington and Luna (see article on p.20); Over Stowey Cricket
Club, photo by Ian Barrow; out Stowey Star, Gilly Harcombe (see article on p.23);
Marion Evered (see article on p.22); weather vane on South Lane taken by Terry Abbiss.
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DIARY DATES 2021
Mon 14th June - NS Parish Council meeting - NS CC - 7pm
Wed 16th June - OS Parish Council meeting - OS VH - 7pm
Sat 19th June - Stowey Green Spaces litter picking - meet at recreation
ground portacabin - 10am
Wed 23rd June - Stogursey Forget-Me-Not Café - 10:30-12 - Stogursey
Church Rooms
Wed 23rd June - Nether Stowey Wednesday Club restarts - 10:30 - NS CC
Thurs 24th June - WI: Annual meeting – 2-4pm - NS CC
Fri 25th June - Blood Donation Session (visit blood.co.uk or call 0300 123
2323)
Fri 25th & Sat 26th June - Over Stowey Patronal Flower Festival - St Peter & St
Paul Church - from 2pm
Wed 30th June - Nether Stowey Wednesday Club - 10:30 - NS CC
Sat 3rd July - Party in the Park - 3-11pm - Nether Stowey Playing Fields

Wed 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th July - Nether Stowey Wednesday Club - 10:30 NS CC
Thurs 8th July - WI: Musical Quiz with Adelaide and Claire - 2pm - NS CC
Fri 6th August - Marion Evered Trust’s Annual Duck Race - Fiddington - 6pm
Thurs 12th Aug - WI: Can you Hear me at the Back? with Michael Malaghan 2pm - NS CC
Thurs 9th Sept - WI: Driftwood Art with Emma Duke - 2pm - NS CC
Sat 25th & Sun 26th Sept - The Quantock Hills Walking Festival
Thurs 14th Oct - WI: Marie Antoinette's Guide to Farming - 2pm - NS CC
Thurs 11th Nov - WI: Christmas Theme Decorations with Jenny Barnham 2pm - NS CC
Thurs 9th December - WI: Christmas Celebration Tea with Jan McNeill - 2pm NS CC
NS CC - Nether Stowey Church Centre
NS VH - Nether Stowey Village Hall
OS VH - Over Stowey Village Hall

TPL - Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey
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COLERIDGE COTTAGE
After well over a year of being closed, Coleridge Cottage is now
open again and has been for a couple of weeks already. It was
quite a challenge to get it all up and running after such a long
time being closed. We are only open at weekends at first and will gradually
open a few more days per week as we go through the year, up to 5 days in a
week in August, before we start to drop back days in September and October.
You can see what days we are open if you visit our website,
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/coleridge-cottage. Here you will find details of how
to book and what to expect from your visit.

We have definitely seen some changes over the last year, and this year we will
see more changes in how we operate, to ensure we can open safely for
everyone. To visit the cottage now you will need to book in online, whether
you are a member or not. This system is helping us know how many visitors
we have daily on site so that we can ensure that everyone is kept safe during
their visit - from the visitors, to the staff and volunteers. We will have a one
way route in operation around the cottage and the garden. Things will be a
little different, but you will still be able to experience the magic of this unique
cottage. If you wish to visit, please visit our Trust website (see below) on how
to book your visit and what to expect and you will need to book your ticket
by 3pm the day before your visit. If you haven’t booked in, it’s definitely
worth giving us a call on the day you’d like to come in, to see if we have any
spaces, as we’d love to welcome you.

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/coleridge-cottage – 01278 732 662
Our main focus since returning has been getting the cottage ready to open
which has involved a deep clean, getting the garden all looking lovely again
and our volunteers have been busy helping with that. If you’ve ever thought
about volunteering at the cottage feel free to drop us an e-mail at
coleridgecottage@nationaltrust.org.uk or call us on 01278 732 662 . Our
volunteers help with everything from welcoming visitors, gardening, talking
about Coleridge, to running our shop and tea room, so there’s definitely
something for you to get involved with! If you think it’s something that you
would be interested in with the National Trust then let us know!
This month will be all about adapting to our new way of working which I am
confident we will get to grips with. We look forward to seeing you on your
next visit to the cottage.

Charlie Sinclair
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NETHER STOWEY PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Office is now open to the public every day except
Thursday. Our office hours remain the same: 10am until 1pm.
Please wear a face covering and respect social distancing. Fuller
information is available on our website at www.netherstoweypc.gov.uk
We are delighted to announce that the Neighbourhood Plan for Nether
Stowey parish was overwhelmingly approved by residents at the referendum
on Thursday 6th May. The results were YES – 338 votes, NO – 55 votes and 3
rejected. The turnout was over 34% with 85.4% in favour of the Plan being
adopted and used by Sedgemoor District Council to help it to decide
planning applications in the parish.
Thank you to all those who took the time to vote and to all volunteers who
contributed to the making of this Plan over the last 5 years.
The Parish Council are looking for a cleaner for the public toilets who can
open and close them every day. The pay offered is £250 per month. Please
contact the Parish Office for more details.
Parish Council meetings will in future be held in the Church Centre, on the
usual date (the second Monday of the month) at 7pm. Assuming that
everything goes to plan on the Covid-19 route out of lockdown, the next
Parish Council meeting will be held on 14 June. Restrictions may apply
depending on Government guidance at that time.
Tel: 01278 733779 or e-mail: clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk
Website : www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk

Caro Slaymaker, Clerk to the Nether Stowey Parish Council

THANK YOU
On behalf of Sarah, Hannah and I, I would like to say a huge
thank you to the people of Nether Stowey, Over Stowey and
beyond for the kind words and condolences offered following the
passing of Jerry. We have been deeply touched by your love and
care in so many ways. Jerry leaves us all with many treasured
memories, not least his love of church music and
football! Eleanor
7
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GARDENING WITH NICK RIGDEN
As I write this in mid-May, we have experienced varied
weather, often very local, making this a challenging spring
for gardeners. April was so dry with water butts emptying,
strong drying winds as we moved into May, hail, some rain
and many gardens and allotments experiencing frosts!
Whatever the weather, how lucky we are to have our gardens and allotments
at this time. Hopefully, lockdown will continue to ease and the enjoyment and
inspiration of garden visiting becomes more the norm.
Vegetables: Many vegetables can continue to be sown to provide a
succession. This includes lettuce in its many forms, rocket, salad onions, radish
as well as carrots, beetroot, peas and dwarf beans. Mid-June to mid-July is the
ideal time to sow Florence fennel to avoid it running up to seed (bolting) and
still providing time to produce good sized bulbs. Plant out outdoor tomatoes
and any other frost tender vegetables such as runner beans. courgettes and
sweetcorn and transplant any brassicas and leeks. Leeks are increasingly
susceptible to leek moth and will benefit from being covered with fleece or
enviromesh. This is an important month to keep the hoe moving between
crops, not only for weed control but also to keep the surface soil open. Keep
potatoes regularly earthed up to prevent green potatoes and reduce weeds.
By mid-June allow asparagus foliage to develop and manufacture
carbohydrates which are stored in the plant’s fleshy root system. Apply a
dressing of general-purpose fertiliser to boost growth and give a good
watering if necessary. This will lay a foundation for next year’s crop.
Fruit: Strawberries will be ripening and should have straw or matting placed
under the fruits to stop soil splash and should damp weather prevail check for
fruits with grey mould and remove to avoid it spreading to clean fruit. Protect
strawberries and redcurrants from birds with netting and, should it be dry,
ensure adequate moisture to promote good sized fruits. The new growth of
redcurrants and gooseberries can be summer pruned cutting back to five
leaves.
Flowers: Biennials such as sweet william and foxglove can be sown in trays or
pots as can wallflowers, winter flowering pansies and polyanthus for next year.
Remember to regularly dead head perennials following flowering and check
any plant support that is required. Strong healthy shoots on fuchsias and
pelargoniums will make good softwood cuttings. Some early flowering
perennials such as Pulmonaria (lungwort) and oriental poppies can start to
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look tired and cutting back will tidy them and encourage a second flush of
foliage and often more flowers.
Shrubs and climbers: plants for free are always welcome and now is the time
to take cuttings from many of our shrubs. These are soft wood cuttings as
above and can be taken from shrubs such as berberis, cornus, hebe, deutzia,
philadelphus, ribes and weigela.
Plants that have been grafted or budded such as roses, fruit trees and some
ornamental trees may have thrown up suckers from the rootstock. These
should be removed carefully as close to the rootstock as possible. Keep on
top of training and tying in strong new shoots on climbing and rambling
roses. At their base they are comparatively weak and strong winds can break
them. Ensure that any container grown shrubs that have been recently
planted are kept well watered to aid establishment. Spring flowering shrubs
that have completed their flowering on last year’s growth can be pruned.
Removal of some older stems soon after flowering allows the development of
new growth which will ripen and produce flowers next year.

Nick Rigden
Nether Stowey Flower Show Needs You
Saturday 21st August
Although, due to Covid, we won’t be able to hold
a full Flower Show this August – if there is enough interest, we
would like to run a smaller alternative mini show with a difference! A real
village event!!
We know lots of people have taken up new hobbies during the lockdowns
and want to give you the opportunity to display all your fantastic
achievements.
Would you be interested in taking part in the Village Hall, to exhibit a family/
group/team/street/club display of anything you have made/grown/produced/
cooked/photographed/painted etc.?
They’ll be no charge to enter and a cup for the best overall table display.
We can only proceed if enough people are interested so this is a request for
you to contact the secretary Robin Brierly by 12th June to express
an interest:- familybrierley@gmail.com or phone 01278 732574.
If enough people are interested more details will follow next
month. We look forward to hearing from you.
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PLAYING FIELD REGENERATION CLUB DRAW
Congratulations to the winners of the Playing Field Superdraw. Thank you for
your continued support. Subscriptions for the next 6 months are now being
collected (£15 or £2.50 per month). Will you be one of the lucky winners next
time? Contact Jane Erskine 732025 or Sharon Mayell 732311 to join.

NETHER STOWEY VILLAGE HALL
The VILLAGE HALL is now OPEN for business following government guidelines.
By the time you read this Fiona Pascall will be running her Pilates classes again
on a Wednesday (see advert for details) and Sian Cocks will be running
exercise classes on a Monday lunchtime.
Thank goodness we have received substantial Covid business grants from
Sedgemoor District Council over the last 12 months. Without these we would
11

not have been able to maintain the hall as it has cost us £4,266.63 in the last 7
months just to keep it empty! These essential expenses include water, electric,
licenses, electrical checks, fire extinguisher checks, insurance and repairs to
the club room ceiling.

Sharon Mayell

NETHER STOWEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Dear all,
It has been a busy time at school and I would like to share with
you some of the learning that has been taking place.
Oak Class (our Reception / Year 1 class) celebrated international superhero
day and have learnt all about superheroes. This included real life superheroes
and those who have helped us in the pandemic. They used their design and
technology skills to create a selection of hand puppets and to write super hero
stories.
In Ash class (Years 2 and 3), children have looked at the artist Van Gogh and
used their art skills alongside water colours to recreate sunflower pictures.
Maple Class (Years 4 and 5) have looked at a few different fables. Using drama
and discussion, the children analysed the different character's thoughts and
feelings and from this they wrote diary extracts. We would like to share with
you a Year 5 pupil’s The Tortoise and the Hare.
As we move forward, the school very much hope to continue to work with
Friends of Nether Stowey School (FONNS) to create some fund-raising events.
We continue to develop our outside area thanks to the purchase of some
additional benches and tables by FONSS.
We recently held a ‘wear your pyjamas to school’ day in aid of the Book Trust
and raised £147 for this fantastic charity. Thank you for all the donations.

Chloe Holt, Head Teacher
The children in Maple Class (Years 4 - 5) have been studying Aesop’s Fables
and were asked to write diary entries from the viewpoint of one of the
characters. Matilde Fothergill wrote this fantastic diary from Hare’s viewpoint.
She is only 10 years old! Well done, Matilde.
Dear Diary,
You won’t believe how hilarious and pathetic my day was! When I woke up, I
sprung out of my burrow and dashed my way over to Fox. I was interrupted by
a tortoise (when I was in the middle of showing off to Fox).
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Tortoise had a shell as bumpy as a farm road, his head, legs and tail were
stubby. Maybe he was slower than a snail!
“Who wants to challenge me?” I shouted, and assumed no-one would want to
rival me in a race. Tortoise wanted to somehow challenge me!!! Can you
believe that? He asked if he could have a week to train, so I let him (I still
knew with all that training he still won’t win).
Write soon,
Hare
----Dear Diary,
Sorry, but there’s bad news. Today was the most embarrassing day of my life!
In the morning, I remembered about Tortoise and took everyone to the gym
to watch him. Most of the animals couldn’t even see him moving!
Tortoise looked like he had been frozen in the freezer, he was so slow. His
face looked like he was angry and concentrating. He was doing slow starjumps and press-ups.
A few hours later, Fox started the race and I was off in a flash. Tortoise was still
at the starting line, so I took a nap and would still win…I woke up to the
sound of cheering: Tortoise! Tortoise! Tortoise! I zoomed over to the finish
line but it was too late, he had won. I was so embarrassed.
Hare

STOWEY SHUTTLE
We have increased the scope of our covid-safe
service to customers old and new, and now
provide transport to all medical appointments,
including vaccinations, doctors, hospitals,
opticians, dentists, and chiropodists. Journeys will
be subject to the newly-introduced conditions for
travel.

For further information, or to make a booking,
contact us on 07943 923742.
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NETHER STOWEY FOOTBALL CLUB
Senior Football
With a very disjointed season at an end, the club is now
planning for the 2021-22 season. The club is delighted to
confirm that they are planning to enter a reserve team in the
Taunton and District Saturday League and are hoping that the Sunday team
will be able to join the Bridgwater Sunday League.
The core of the reserve team will hopefully be made up of our existing U16
squad and could herald an exciting future for the club. Additional help off the
pitch will be needed and anyone interested should contact either Nigel
Waterman or Steve Easden (details can be found on page 3).
Recent Results - Stowey bowed out of the Seward Cup, losing 3-0 in the semifinal to Staplegrove Spartans. A great effort from the Stowey side, who held
their own against a team in a higher division. The match was a first for Stowey,
as it was broadcast live through Saturday Football League's website.
Other results haven't gone the way of Stowey, with the Saturday side losing to
Fivehead and North Petherton and the Sunday side losing to Taunton
Eagles. Despite this, the respective managers are happy with performances
and were able to give senior debut's to a host of youngsters, with a mind on
next season.
Training - Senior training will recommence in July, usually on a Tuesday.
Manager, Steve Easden, will confirm dates nearer the time on the club's
Facebook page.
Sponsors - The club has various sponsorship positions available: club sponsor,
kit sponsor etc. We are looking for local businesses to be associated with this
thriving football club. If you are interested, please contact me, details below.
Old Team Photos - The club is on the lookout for any old / recent team
photos. So, if you have any, or you know of anybody who might have some,
please send them over to me, with names if known. Again, details below.

Mark Sells
marksells2016@outlook.com
Junior Football
It has been great to see the youth teams getting back out on the playing
fields. To see the smiles and joy that the game brings to so many after all the
lockdowns is a breath of fresh air. There have been a selection of friendlies
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against other local teams and the performances from all ages involved has
been wonderful. As we see lockdown restrictions continue to ease, we are able
to welcome back some spectators which all adds to the enjoyment of the
game as we take steps back to, what we hope is, normality.

Simon Richardson
Team Age Group

Team Coach

Contact Number

Training Time

Under 6s (Y1)

Dan Harris

07502 228 439

Tues 18:00 - 18:30

Under 7s (Y2)

Richard Marriott 07890 451 694

Sat 9:30 - 10:30

Under 9s (Y4)

Warren Bond

07540 619 007

Thurs 17:30 - 18:30

Under 10s (Y5)

Matt Atherton

07903 231 891

Mon 17:30 - 18:30
and
Fri 17:15 - 18:15

Under 11s (Y6)

Mike Munt

07775 808 417

Mon 18:30 - 19:30

Under 14s (Y8-9)

Fiona Cooke

07484 242 824

Thurs 18:30 - 19:30

Seniors (over 16
years old)

Steve Easden

07788 370014

(season ends mid-May
and restarts July)

Tues 18:30 - 20:00

THE LATEST FROM OVER STOWEY CRICKET CLUB
Well, it finally happened: the eagerly awaited start to the
cricket season and what a start we have had!! Two weeks in
and all teams remain unbeaten.
The 1st XI began their campaign at home on 2nd May entertaining
Timberscombe and won by 2 wickets (Timberscombe 147-8 Matt
Mackenzie 8-3-24-4. Over Stowey 148-8 Mark Hill 75). The 2nd XI started
with a 3 wicket win against East Huntspill 2nds (East Huntspill 155-9. Over
Stowey 156-7 Oli Washer 52,Tyler Coleman 30*).
The following week the weather intervened and the 1st team game at
home on the 8th May was called off due to rain without a ball being
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bowled. Amazingly, despite monsoon-type weather the 2nds travelled to
Ashbrittle just over the border in Devon, where the weather improved and
managed to win by 8 wickets. (Ashbrittle 2nds 177-8 Will MerchantSaunders taking 3-39.Over Stowey 178-2 Joey Redman 78* Simon Burland
78*)
There has also been success for our under 11 side who beat Bishops Hull
by 31 runs (Over Stowey 247-4 Bishops Hull 216).
If you want to keep up to date with the goings on at the cricket club,
please visit our Facebook page where you will find detailed match reports
and some fantastic photos taken by Ian Barrow, who even used a drone
the other day to capture the action at our stunning ground. All fixtures,
results and match reports can also be found on the West Somerset Cricket
League web site.
Alternatively, why not swing by and watch a game? You will be very
warmly welcomed.
Over and Out.

Simon Pickard
THE MARION EVERED TRUST
As the country starts to return to some sort of normality, we are beginning to
get back to planning some fundraising events.
On Friday 6th August we are planning to run our popular duck race at
Fiddington playing field starting at 6pm, Ducks will be for sale prior to the
event and information will be posted nearer the time.
We are also planning to hold a Christmas raffle with some great prizes, more
details on this will also be released later in the year.
Thanks for your continued support and hopefully we can see you all soon.

Ian Barrow
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From 1st March – 31st July dog owners are required by law to keep their
dogs on a lead when being walked across Open Access Land including the
open Quantock hilltops and combes. In all other areas of the countryside
dogs should be kept under close control.
It’s not just physical attacks that cause harm to sheep and lambs, but simply
allowing a dog to chase sheep may cause ewes to abort or become injured.
Dogs need to be on leads to also protect ground nesting birds, as dogs run
about in the undergrowth they flush birds such as Nightjars and Skylarks off
their nests and may cause them to abandon them.
If your dog does kill or cause harm to livestock, you can be liable for a
significant fine and for the value of the livestock harmed - your pet may also
be dispatched, the cost of which will also have to be borne by you. Moreover,
if your dog is seen in action harassing livestock it could be shot on sight.
If you witness an attack in progress, call 999 otherwise any incidents
witnessed should be reported to the Police on 101 or directly to the Quantock
Hills AONB Office at quantockhills@somerset.gov.uk.
For further information on enjoying the countryside visit: www.gov.uk and search for
The Countryside Code
To find out more about the Quantock Hills AONB, look on our website at
www.quantockhills.com
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NATURAL THOUGHTS WITH NIGEL
Trees
Trees in villages are great, until they get too big! I say this as I
have recently seen village trees being cut down, or cut back,
and also been asked to advise how much pruning should or
could be done. Trees along streets, and in gardens, add an awful lot to the
atmosphere to a place. As they grow bigger they become landmarks. Trees
are wonderful things to have around, and close to us, but, and a very big but,
they can cause problems and be expensive things to live with when they get
too big for the place they are growing!
Trees in towns and villages, until very recently, with very few exceptions were
regularly cut back or pruned to keep them in check. Looking back at old
photos of streets in towns and villages in Somerset, and many other counties
too of course, in the 1930’s and 1940’s will show how “street trees” were
regularly pollarded, to give it the technical name, every other year and
sometimes every year with fast growing species like Lime and Elm. Many local
authorities employed full time teams of street tree cutters.
Hard to imagine now, but very often the small branches and twigs produced
from cutting back a years growth were then thrown in fields and paddocks as
food for donkeys, sheep or cows and seen as a valuable source of free food
for the village smallholders with livestock to feed. The animals would gnaw off
the bark, which is highly nutritious, and the remaining hard woody bit would
be gathered up and used as firewood
When trees are left to grow unchecked, and their canopy gets bigger and
bigger it has more leaves for photosynthesis and creates more sugars to feed
the tree, it then puts out more roots, which spread wider to support the
bigger upper parts of the tree. Conversely when trees are regularly pruned the
root structure is also kept in check.
When trees have been planted, or have self sown themselves too close to one
of the many tall stone walls that surround gardens in the Stoweys, or next to a
built up stream bank it can cause havoc as the tree gets bigger and their roots
spread wider and wider. Very roughly the roots of a tree will spread twice as
far out around them as the area covered by their leafy canopy above.
So if you want to grow trees in a village or town type situation, close to
buildings, walls or other important infrastructure you can reduce the chances
of its roots causing damage by regular cutting back.

nigelphillips@thesomersetcoast.co.uk
18

19

ONE MORE MOUNTAIN LEFT TO CLIMB

Eleven years ago dad died, at just 66 years old, and three years ago this week
I started clambering along the South West Coast path. The reason? I need to
raise money for Ward Nine at Musgrove Park Hospital and to find a cure for
cancer (slightly big dream) by supporting the great work Blood Cancer UK are
doing.
Dad (Kit Barrington) was well known in Bridgwater for his sporting prowess;
he played rugby, squash, golf at Enmore and cricket, where he scored over
12,000 runs for Bridgwater Cricket Club. He was a fighter and loved a
challenge so despite having a really rare form of leukaemia he carried on
playing and working with his beloved “family” at Barrington and Sons. He
succeeded in fighting this insidious disease for more than ten years with the
help and support of the amazing, compassionate staff at Ward Nine - he was
their “miracle”.
So in memory of dad a challenge was needed and the South West Coast path
at 630 miles, and the equivalent of climbing Everest four times, seemed a
good choice - particularly if you are scared of heights! When planning this
adventure I thought it would take a year however work, the weather and
Covid got in the way. However, we have walked (and crawled at times) 457
miles, climbed 53,412 feet and raised £1,140 to date.
It has only been possible to get as far as we have so far with the dedicated
support of family and friends who have been walking with us, along with my
trusty hound, Luna. Three years on, we have more than 200 miles and 29,272ft
left to climb (Everest is 29,032ft) and hope to raise another £1,000. We must
have gone wrong in some places as by the end we will have done more than
680 miles!

The coast path starts in Minehead and finishes in Poole and https://
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www.southwestcoastpath.org.uk/ has lots of ideas for short family/pub/tea
room walks if you don’t want to do the whole thing. If you want to see truly
magnificent scenery, hidden sandy coves - with the bluest sea - as well as all
manner of creatures (I saw my first ever adder, black squirrel and a hare all in
one day!) then the South West Coast path should definitely be on your bucket
list.
If you are able to join me in supporting Blood Cancer UK and Ward Nine at
Musgrove,
in
Dad’s
memory,
you
can
give
here
https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SomeoneSpecial/KitBarrington. Thank you.
We will be sharing our adventures and all our favourite places to sleep and
eat here www.firstitmeto.co.uk.

Nell Barrington

THE THOMAS POOLE LIBRARY
WE ARE OPEN AND BROWSING IS ALLOWED!
Opening hours: Monday, Wednesday and Friday
10am – 1pm, Saturday 10am -12pm.
Not only do we have a fantastic selection of books, audiobooks and DVDs
for you to choose from, we also have free Wi-Fi, and a Public Network
computer is available for you to use. Call the library on 01278 732741 during library opening hours if you would like to book a computer session.
** WHAT’S NEW **
Second-hand book sales will be held during library opening hours each
Saturday throughout June.
In the community display cabinet, we have a stunning exhibition of local
landscape and seascape paintings by Gilly Harcombe Art.
In the main library there is a vibrant photographic display by Stowey Gardeners, encouraging you to ‘Get Gardening’.
We also have handcrafted gifts for sale made by Somerset artists. These
include handmade fused glass gifts by Blueberry Glass and handmade
driftwood gifts and blank greeting cards by Driftwood Art and Design.
No need to be a member of the library to enjoy the displays or purchase a
gift, so pop in to see us!
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** COMING SOON - SUMMER READING CHALLENGE **
This year's theme is 'Wild World Heroes'. The Reading Agency has teamed
up with WWF for a very special nature-themed Challenge that will inspire
you to stand up for the planet!
Get ready for Wild World Heroes, arriving online and in the library in July!

Covid-19 safety systems are still in place, so we ask that if you visit the
Library you wear a mask to protect our volunteers, sanitise your hands on
entry and maintain social distancing. Returned books are still being quarantined for 72 hours before discharging and being placed back on the
shelves.
If you are unable to visit the library in person, Somerset Libraries still have
a range of online services such as free Books, Audiobooks and Magazines
to download – you can also find live-streamed events and videos such as
story-times.
For
further
updates,
visit
their
website
at
www.somerset.gov.uk/libraries-leisure-and-communities/libraries/ or their
Facebook Page at www.facebook.com/somersetlibrariesuk/
The Thomas Poole Library held its first online Zoom talk!
On Wednesday 12 May, the Library held its first evening talk online. Pat
Isaac, a qualified SW Blue Badge tourist guide, gave a fascinating insight
into the village of Nether Stowey and its historical connections with Coleridge, Thomas Poole and his many friends. We had technical difficulties at
the beginning, but 20 people were patient and got in eventually. Pat has
kindly offered to hold another talk if anyone failed to participate. If so, let
Sian Stafford know at the library: eventsandpr@thomaspoolelibrary.org.uk
and we will discuss with Pat. Thank you very much to SW Tourist Guides
who hosted the Zoom session on our behalf and to Pat for her in-depth
research and information sharing. We learned a lot about our home village!
“YESTERDAYS......in Nether Stowey" - In the Old Gaol on The Cross
History from the village over the years, by The Thomas Poole Library.
On display in the Old Gaol through June, ‘In memory of Marion Evered, a
former long-standing resident of Nether Stowey who became Somerset's
first female fire fighter and founder of the Marion Evered Trust.’
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STOWEY STAR
It was a real pleasure to meet local artist Gilly Harcombe and talk
about her amazing paintings that are being exhibited at the Thomas
Poole Library until the end of June.
Gilly sadly lost her husband, Sam, just before the first national
lockdown. His passing, not being able to see friends or family and
not being able to go out and socialise had pushed Gilly into a very
dark place. One day, when clearing out a cupboard, she found an old
painting in a very sad state. Realising that it was one painted pre1900 by her mother-in-law, Gilly set about cleaning it up. Who knew
that you use bread to clean oil paintings! With the years of dust
removed, the painting was revealed to be rather dark and sombre, so
Gilly decided to lighten it up and bring it back to life, without altering
it. The end result was so good, that she was inspired to start painting
her own artworks...and the rest, as they say, is history.
With no formal training, Gilly has always sketched, drawn and painted
but had never worked with acrylics until now. “Nobody is more

surprised than I am at how my paintings have turned out. It’s like I’ve
found a gift I never knew I had and I find it so exciting, it has become
a real passion.” The gift must be in her blood though, as her father
was an artist and she has fond memories of sitting next time him with
her little easel as he painted on his full-size one.
Using photos of places she loves (Burnham, where she grew up,
Porlock, Dunster, Exmoor and other local places) she has been able to
create her stunning paintings without needing to leave home. Her
spare bedroom has been turned into an art studio and she can easily
get lost in her painting, suddenly realising hours have gone by
unknowingly. This has been her saviour over the past year of
lockdowns and restrictions.
Gilly’s daughter helped her to set up a FaceBook business page to
sell her paintings (Gilly Harcombe Art) and she was offered an
exhibition space in the Thomas Poole Library. Her paintings are in a
display cabinet in the library hallway and are labelled with prices and
her contact details. She will also be at Party in the Park in July.

Ruth Richardson
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The Post Office will be stocking Euros from June 1st and
other currencies are available on pre-order.

Forget-Me-Not Cafés provide support, companionship and a warm
welcome to those who are recognising issues with their memory, as well
as their carers, family and friends. There are a variety of activities such as
music, singing, arts and crafts, quizzes, or just a chat over a cuppa and a
slice of cake.

Volunteers and Guests can be reassured that everything will be done to
stay Covid Secure
More helpers are always welcome. If anyone would like to offer to
help in any way, or just join us for a chat – it would be very much
appreciated
Stogursey Forget-Me-Not Café is held in the Church Rooms, Castle Street,
Stogursey every other Wednesday from 10.30 – 12.00
Please contact Helen: 01278 734818 – cuttellhelen@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook and Instagram
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Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme
Photo Competition

A new photography competition run by the Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme has been launched.
There are 3 categories, all of which will encourage participants to think
differently about the hills and the wider Quantock area. Rather than the
traditional landscape photos of views from and of the hills, we want to
look a little deeper and differently at the communities present in the
Quantock Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and Landscape Partnership Scheme Area.
The categories are;
Village Life - must be taken within a village or settlement in the Quantock
Hills AONB and surrounding LPS area.
People of the Quantocks - an image representing the people of the
Quantock Hills AONB and surrounding LPS area.
Quantock Working - an image of working life within the Quantock Hills
AONB and surrounding LPS area.
The competition will run until the 31st March 2022, with photographs
judged in April and winners being announced in May 2022.
1st and 2nd prize winners in each category will win a £100 and £50 outdoor
gear e-voucher respectively. There will also be a £50 e-voucher for the
best picture submitted by a young person aged 16 or under (though
young people’s pictures are also eligible for the main prizes).
Photos should be sent to qlps@somerset.gov.uk along with a completed
entry form which is available to download from www.qlps.org/downloads
along with full terms and conditions. Entrants must have received permission from any recognisable people in an image (or that of parent or guardian if a minor) for it to be entered into the competition.
QLPS Manager Bill Jenman said “As more normal life returns to the Quan-

tocks, and people get out and about more over the coming year, I’m looking forward to seeing some images that really capture the essence of the
people and communities that make this area so very special”.
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THE NETHER STOWEY WEDNESDAY CLUB
WE ARE BACK!
The Wednesday club is planning to resume meetings with
all members new and old on 23rd June at 10.30am.
Meetings will remain as coffee mornings until September
when the school term starts again and we can include lunch.
It has been a long & hard 15 months for our members, being isolated
from family, friends & social clubs, but hopefully this is all behind us now.
We are fortunate to continue with our wonderful team of volunteers and
drivers. We are hoping to recruit further drivers & volunteers, please
contact any number below if you can offer some free time once a week to
collect and return member’s home. Collections are restricted to Nether
Stowey Village only.
The club has been going for over 35yrs and sadly we have lost several
members in the past year. However, we are excited to welcome new
members to come along in June for coffee & cake to meet the group. Our
senior citizens are very “young at heart” and enjoy a good chat, quizzes
and an occasional sing-along with other festive activities.
Our aim for the Wednesday Club is to provide a friendly social
atmosphere and activities for people who are “alone & isolated” from
friends or family.
Transport can be arranged, so just give us a call and we can have a chat
and look forward to making new friends.
Maggie 02178 732 532 or Tina 01278 732 382

SUPER SUMMER SOCK SALE – FOR MARY’S MEALS
Hello, my name is Ann White and just pre-covid I moved,
with husband Paul, from a small village in South Somerset to
Nether Stowey. For the last 8 years I have been a volunteer
speaker for a remarkable charity called Mary’s Meals which aims to
provide a free school meal each school day to hungry children who would
otherwise be begging or working for food, at the expense of their
education. Mary’s Meals believes that food+ education = hope of a better
life away from poverty, hunger, and dependence on aid. Currently, Mary’s
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Meals is feeding over 1,800,000 hungry children in 19 countries around
the world.
Alongside the feeding programme, Mary’s Meals supporters provide a
backpack with the basics for learning, - pencils, notepad, crayons, ruler,
etc. plus a clean set of clothes, soap and a towel. Sometimes people are
over generous with items that won’t be included, and that is where the
sock sale comes in. A very kind person donated a large number of
children’s socks, some new, all in good condition and very trendy but
sadly unsuitable for the Backpack Project. They have all been washed and
for the first and last time in my life – ironed!!!
I will hang them on my washing line at the bottom of the drive at 68
Castle Hill and ask that donations be put in the blue Mary’s Meals mug. I
was going to ask 20p a pair, but please feel free to be as generous as you
wish. 20p will provide 2 children with a hot nourishing meal and the
energy to learn; it’s amazing and wonderful that just 10p a day has the
power to change a child’s life.
You can learn more about Mary’s Meals on the website
(type Mary’s Meals into Google) and I have a display
about the charity in the window of the Snug Bookshop
in Bridgwater. If any local clubs are ever in need of a
speaker…

NB. Due to Covid, the Backpack Project is sadly on hold
as nothing can be shipped just now.
My sincere thanks, Ann White.

STOWEY GREEN SPACES GROUP
The Annual Year for Stowey Green Spaces Group runs from April to
March, coinciding nicely with Covid 19 and lockdowns! However a
remarkable amount of work, around 80 “Volunteer Days”, was still
achieved over the year in Stowey Wood, the A39 Bypass wood, the
Recreation Ground, Castle Mount and a little bit in Millennium Wood.
Much of this was people working alone, although there were times in the
summer and autumn when group work was possible and bigger tasks
were undertaken.
On the A39 verge, a considerable joint effort was made into cutting back
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brambles, followed by seeding with an 80% grass/20%wild flower seed
mixture. It is hoped that this year there will be a good display of annual
flowers, but it will take some years before it will be possible to tell how
well perennial wild flowers have become established. More than a wheelie
bin of weeds was recently removed from the car park around the Thomas
Poole Library, which is rather remarkable given that the area is stone, brick
and tarmac!
Despite Covid, monthly litter picking continued throughout the year on a
solo basis. From June it will become communal once more, meeting at the
Recreation Ground Portacabin at 10 a.m. every third Saturday, with all
welcome; there is definitely enough litter!
The Quantock Landscape Partnership Scheme - https://qlps.org - has
granted the Group funds to install interpretive panels at the Recreation
Ground and the Millennium/Jubilee and Stowey Woods, as well as a new
and updated panel on The Mount. The panels have been designed by
Terry Sackett, Grandfields have completed the oak frames and the panels
will be printed in Bridgwater complete with a QR Code. The code, with
thanks to the Nether Stowey Village Hall and Recreation Ground CIO, will
allow access to even more information about the Group and the areas
than is shown on the panels. They should be installed in June.
The group plans to showcase some of its work at the Party in the Park on
July 3rd but anyone interested can see us on Facebook or contact Judith
on (01278) 7232 483.

Terry Abbiss

Following on from the announcement that the emergency legislation
regarding the ability to hold remote meetings will not be extended, Over
Stowey Parish Council will be holding in-person meetings from May 19th
2021. The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council (including the election of
the Chairman and Vice-Chair for 2021/2022) is due to be held on that
date. All health and safety guidance will be followed and whenever
possible the meetings (weather permitting) will be held outside at the
back of the village hall in Over Stowey.
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The Parish Council will agree their response to the Governments ‘Call for
Evidence’ consultation at the May meeting but that will happen too late
for the June Messenger edition.
The Annual Parish Meeting and April monthly meetings will be made
available to the public on the website and notice board in due course.
With regards to the move towards a Unitary Authority, it was agreed at the
April meeting that the Parish Council will work closely with other parishes
to look at how this might impact on how they operate. Further details will
be available once the result of the unitary bid is known. For further
information please access the following sites One Somerset and Stronger
Somerset.
One issue that is becoming more relevant to the area is the increase in
speeding vehicles and reckless driving throughout the parish. This is
something that the Parish Council have addressed with Highways on
numerous occasions, sadly with little success. It was agreed that the Clerk
should contact the Highways Department again with the approach of what
can actually be done, rather than highlighting the issue and being told
what can’t be done due to legislation and criteria.

With regards to the ongoing COVID-19 situation, despite more positive
signs, caution is still advised and if anyone does need any help or support
from the Parish Council, please contact the Clerk.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 16th June, when the annual
return will be reviewed and considered for approval by the Parish Council.
If you have any other concerns or issues you would like to bring to the
attention of the Parish Council, please contact us in the usual ways:
Website: https://www.overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk/

Email: clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk
Phone: 01278 734689 (please feel free to leave a message if there is no
reply)
If you could leave your contact details, we can then ensure any concerns
raised are on the agenda for the next meeting.

Amanda McMurren, Clerk to the Parish Council
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OBITUARIES
Capt. David Brown: 27 May 1931 – 6 April 2021
The funeral of David Brown was held in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church,
Bridgwater on 29th April 2021. Due to the Covid restrictions, the number of
mourners was restricted but the hymns played were David’s favourites.
Family bearers carried David’s coffin into Church to a rousing march
‘Wings’, the regimental march of the Royal Engineers.
David’s father had been a colonel in the Royal Engineers so it was not surprising that David had followed a similar career, having been with his parents in various postings including Singapore as well as in the U.K. David
met his wife, Pauline, in London and they too were posted to various places in Africa and the Middle East, with David becoming a Captain in the
Royal Engineers. Pauline died in January last year.
On leaving the Army, David set up a building firm which he eventually sold
to retire with his wife to Nether Stowey. David and his buggy could often
be seen in the village and sometimes outside a village pub! He had lived in
Nether Stowey for 30 years and was a member of The Coleridge Probus
Club for many years. He had enjoyed golf for most of his life. His putter
was placed on his coffin along with his characteristic ‘flat cap’ and his ceremonial sword.
Funeral arrangements were by Grandfield and Son and donations were for
The Royal Engineers Association and for The Alzheimer’s Society. David
was buried in Guildford later to be with his wife Pauline.

PP

Dorothy Taylor: 9 February 1924 - 7 May 2021
Dorothy died at Burnham on Sea on 7th May. She was 97 years old. Her
funeral service was held in Cannington Church on 18th May followed by
cremation at Sedgemoor Crematorium the following day. This obituary is
based on the eulogy prepared by her daughter Jan.
Mum was born in Walthamstow East London. At the outbreak of WWII,
Mum stayed in London where she lived through the Blitz and had many
stories to tell about dodging air-raids, nights spent in shelters and in the
Underground and taking her turn on fire-watch. Her daytime war work
was in a factory making electrical components and it was there that she
met my Dad, Roy. They were married on Boxing Day 1943. They chose
Boxing Day because they knew there would not be any air raids. On VE
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CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT
If you are self-isolating or need extra support, contact:
Somerset Local Authorities’ Coronavirus Support Line - 0300 790 6275
- 8am-6pm 7 days a week (they can put you in touch with local groups
who can help with fetching shopping, medication and other essentials
supplies, as well as other aid).
Somerset Bereavement Support Service - 0800 3047 412 - Monday to
Saturday, 9am-5pm
Somerset Mindline - 01823 276 892 - is open 24 hours a day for mental
health and emotional wellbeing support.
Samaritans - 116 123 - 24 hour support line.
Papyrus - 0800 068 4141 - If you are concerned about a young person
who may have suicidal thoughts.
Campaign Against Living Miserably (CALM) - 0800 58 58 58 - Offer
support to males of any age.
Educational Psychology Service - EPSHelpline@somerset.gov.uk (email
best method of contact) or 01823 357 000
Listening Chaplaincy Phoneline for people of all faiths - 0330 229 1700 8am-11pm 7 days a week.
Daily Hope free phone line of hymns, reflections and prayers - 0800 804
8044 - 24 hours a day

Over Stowey Neighbourhood Watch - Tam Weeks - Mobile: 07841 866
596 (between 8am-8pm only please) - Email: tam.weeks@yahoo.co.uk
If you want to contact outside of 8am-8pm, please contact using text message,
Facebook Messenger, Nextdoor or WhatsApp.

See Community Directory (p.37) for Parish Council and Medical Centre
contact details.
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“If music be the food of love…play on!”
William Shakespeare was certainly not wrong in these well known words
about the power of music. We are bombarded with music from every
genre whenever we turn on our radios (sorry Radio 4 listeners!), and
increasingly our TV programmes feature some aspect of music i.e.”The
Voice”, “Britain’s Got Talent”, “I can see your voice” to name but a few.
Then of course there is the Eurovision Song Contest (yes that time again
already!); The Proms, which managed to go ahead despite the pandemic
this year and Songs of Praise “Young Chorister of the Year” – and so the
list goes on.
In various recent surveys, it appears that the two most missed aspects of
not being able to go to church, or services which are now permissible, are
socialising and singing. Children are not permitted to sing in schools
either, even in Collective Worship (assemblies). In cathedrals and larger
churches it is permissible for a choir to sing, provided they are socially
distanced from each other and the congregations. There have been
heated discussions about who can and cannot sing, and what constitutes a
choir!

Singing and making music are without doubt, ways of conveying deep
emotions and are an intrinsic part of worship. There are many passages in
the Bible referring to the need and desire to sing and praise God “on the
harp and the lyre”, so it is not surprising that worshippers feel frustrated
and upset that they are not permitted to worship in this deeply spiritual
and expressive way.
Things will get better however, so now is the time to plan for the future
and start to exercise our vocal chords for singing and our fingers for
playing. The bottom line is we need more voices and more
instrumentalists in order to express our joy and share our talents, not just
in church but also in our schools and communities. I play the drums and
am itching to get playing again, so if you sing or play any musical
instrument at all, why not get together with others and put your skills to
use – let’s really celebrate the new freedom (we hope to have) and share
our love of music. Whether you are a beginner or experienced musician,
young or old, “garage”, “rock”, “house”, classical or worship or anything in
between, let’s get together and “play on”!! Further info: 01278 671 168.

Rev. Kate Sax – Associate Priest
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CHURCH CONTACT POINTS
ST. MARY’S, Nether Stowey with ST. PETER & ST. PAUL, Over Stowey
Rector

Revd. Eleanor King
The Rectory, 25 St Mary St.
Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ
eleanor.king@hotmail.com

Tel: 734 777

Associate Priest

Revd. Kate Sax
The Vicarage, Church Road
Spaxton TA5 1DA
kate.kinkiizi@gmail.com
Working days: Sun, Tues, Wed

Tel. 671 168

Readers

Mrs Viv Chesterton, B.A.
3 Bishop Road, Nether Stowey TA5 1NP
Mrs Maggie Harrison
32 Old Farm Road, Nether Stowey, TA5 1PE
Mrs Alison Hoare
2 Park Cottages, Over Stowey
Mrs Jeanette Bole
Putsham Mead, Kilve TA5 1DZ

Tel: 733 568

Church Wardens - Nether Stowey
Mr. Alan Simson
Weacombe Gate, West Quantoxhead, TA4 4EB
Mrs. Gerry Wright
1 Mount Road, Nether Stowey, TA5 1LU
Church Warden - Over Stowey
Mr. Peter Higginson
Bincombe Tops, Over Stowey

Tel: 732 532
Tel: 732 350
Tel: 741 297

Tel: (01984) 632 773
Tel: 734 584

Tel: 732 102

Church Centre Contact:
Mrs. Barbara Beer

Tel: 732 412

Church Centre Bookings:
Mrs. Pat Stacey

Tel: 732 518

Benefice Office:
Benefice Administrator
Mrs. Rebecca Tinnelly
Church Centre, 27 St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ
Office hours Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu. 9am - 11am
Otherwise phone & leave a message or email
Tel: 732 855
Email:
qv.benefice@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY
Police (emergency: 999 or non-emergency: 101)
Email somwestnptsedgemoor@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk
PC Tony Freeman, PC Claire Allen, Kim Wrixon, Jason Wyatt,
Sue Marks (Hinkley issues only). @avonandsomerset.police.uk
——————————————————————————————————
Antisocial behaviour
0800 298 2009
Vandalism on the Quantock Hills use 101
Household noise problems (Environmental Health) 0845 408 2540
——————————————————————————————————
County Councillor:
Michael Caswell
01278 652 043
MCaswell@somerset.gov.uk
District Councillors
Michael Caswell
01278 652 043
michael.caswell@sedgemoor.gov.uk
Julie Pay
01278 732 956
julie.pay@sedgemoor.gov.uk
Nether Stowey Parish Council
Over Stowey Parish Council
Clerk: Caro Slaymaker
Clerk: Amanda McMurren
01278 733 779
01278 734 689
clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk
clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk
——————————————————————————————————
Bookings secretaries
N/Stowey Church Centre
Pat Stacey
01278 732 518 (9am—9pm)
N/S Village Hall
Jan Miller
01278 733 436
O/Stowey Village Hall
Wendy Hill
01278 732 194
——————————————————————————————————
Quantock Medical Centre (if closed call the NHS on 111)
Reception 01278 732 696
Dispensary 01278 733 385
Centre open 8am - 6:30pm (Mon-Fri)
Dispensary phone line open 10am - 12pm & 4 - 5pm (Mon-Fri)
Pick up from Dispensary 10am - 12pm and 4 - 6pm (Mon-Fri)
quantock.mc@nhs.net
https://quantockmedicalcentre.gpsurgery.net/
Cannington Health Centre (if closed call NHS on 111)
Reception 01278 652 335
Prescription line 01278 651 311
————————–—————————————————————————
Other Community Facilities
Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline 03454 040 506
Thomas Poole Library
732 741 (Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-1pm / Sat 10am-12)
Quantock Hills AONB, Amanda Sampson - 01823 451 884, quantockhills@somerset.gov.uk
Community Car Scheme
Stowey Shuttle - 07943 923 742 (48 hours in advance)
Nether Stowey Post Office
732 235 (9am-1pm & 2-5pm Mon-Fri, 9am-12:30 Sat,
closed Sun)
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night, along with thousands of other Londoners, Mum celebrated in
Trafalgar Square but she had mixed emotions since she knew her brother
Bill would not be returning home (he was killed in Normandy on D-day)
and my Dad was still out in Burma and in fact didn’t get home until 1947.
I was born in 1950 and was to be their only child. At one time Mum
worked in a sweet shop, then she worked for Mr. Sainsbury and trained to
become a Master Butcher She then went to work for KGM, an insurance
company and Mum worked there in the motor claims department until
she retired. Mum and Dad lived in the same house in Chingford until they
retired and moved to Somerset to be near to me and their grandchildren,
Andrew and Alex. They quickly settled into village life in Nether Stowey
becoming active members of the Church and the bowls club. Mum’s
Dundee cakes were soon winning prizes at the W.I.
Sadly, Mum and Dad’s idyllic retirement was cut short when Dad suffered
a spinal stroke and became disabled. Just as Mum felt her life began when
she met Dad, so she thought it had ended when he died in 2008.
However, through her worship at Cannington and membership of The
Sunshine Club, she made new friends and opportunities that had closed
opened up again. During this last year of lockdowns Mum missed going
to the Wednesday Club and the Friday morning service at the Church
Centre.
Since Dad died, Mum’s belief that one day she would be with him again
has sustained her. Now that time has come and they are reunited.

It’s not how long you live that counts but how you live long.
Funeral arrangements were by Grandfield & Son and donations were for
The Children’s Hospice (SW).

PP
Yolande (Yo) Gibbs:
Yo Gibbs’ funeral will take place after this edition of the Quantock
Messenger is printed. It will be held at Nether Stowey Church on
Wednesday 26th May with cremation afterwards at Sedgemoor
Crematorium. Donations will be for Cancer Research (UK). Funeral
arrangements were by Grandfield and Son.
Jane Gibbs has written this article about her mother.

My dear mum, passed away at Musgrove Hospital aged 93. She had been
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part of village life since 1973 and enjoyed riding her horses over the
Quantocks.
Following the death of my father in 1990, she took to voluntary work and
for 7 years helped weigh the babies at Quantock Medical Centre. She also
helped with Riding for the Disabled and helped with the elderly at the Day
Centre at Over Stowey before it moved to its present location at the Church
Centre. She also volunteered and helped at the Cancer Research shop in
Taunton.
In 1997, Hatty, Henry and myself came to live with her where she acted as an
additional parent. She was always happy and had a twinkle in her eye, even
though osteoarthritis and loss of hearing had a profound effect on her later
life. This involved many operations over the years and a slow decline in her
health.
She was a regular member of St Mary’s Church and enjoyed attending the
Day Centre on a Wednesday, which became the highlight of her week. She
much enjoyed the quizzes. She will be much missed by family and friends
alike.
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Strictly NHS Live! 04 June 2021 at The Blackpool
Winter Gardens. Dance extravaganza brought to
you by Crown Ballroom Productions, in
association with Blackpool Television.
Making dance dreams come true & creating
#DanceFloorHeroes out of some of the nation’s
wonderful NHS workers!
In aid of Blue Skies Hospitals Fund.

Livestream tickets available from www.strictlynhs.co.uk

WANTED
Stables and grazing for 2 horses (3 acres+) local to
Nether Stowey/Over Stowey, with two friendly and tidy
owners.
Looking for somewhere child and dog friendly (all well
behaved!)
Please contact Annie on 07971 601728 – thank you.
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NEWS FROM THE QUANTOCK MEDICAL CENTRE
We would just like to start by thanking all our patients for
their support and co-operation during the last 15 months, we
appreciate it has been a very worrying time for everyone. We
would like to assure you that we are open, and have been throughout the
whole of Covid seeing patients face to face. We would like to continue to
offer telephone appointments with the Doctor to help those that cannot
get into the surgery as this may be more convenient. We would also like
to remind anyone with Covid Symptoms to self-isolate organise a test
online via the NHS App or 119 and please do not attend the Practice.
We will still all be wearing face masks in the Practice for a while as we
have to maintain a Covid-safe environment to keep the Practice open; and
we would like to ask all patients and visitors to the Practice to respect this
and continue to wear a face covering as well. We have certainly noticed
the reduction in colds and flu symptoms this year - some of the benefits
of social distancing/ isolating and face coverings.
We currently have over 3700 patients registered with us at the practice
and to date 1874 have had both Covid vaccines and 614 have had their
first vaccine, so we are doing extremely well. Please do keep an eye on the
news and as soon as you hear your age group can book for your
vaccination you can contact 119 direct to book. You will no longer will be
called by your GP Practice. More and more vaccination sites will become
available over the next month, including pharmacies in Bridgwater and
Taunton.
You have all no doubt heard in the press that there will be long waiting
times for hospital appointments, please understand that we do not have
any control over hospital appointments or operations, so please do not
ask us to further write to the hospital to bring your appointment forward,
this is a great deal of extra work on an already over-stretched practice; we
truly understand your frustrations as we have to try to navigate the system
on a daily basis, often with the same outcomes as you.
We will be reviewing our Social Prescribing Groups for Singing, Walking
and Art in the next few months and when it safe to do so, we will look to
open these up again.
If anyone feels they would like some support to get moving and fit again
after months of being at home we now have Health and Wellbeing
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Coaches who can offer 1:1 sessions to guide you and help you add healthy
movement into your life. You can access this support through
www.sasp.co.uk/forms/view/hwc or www.sasp.co.uk/activities
I would like to say that we will get things wrong occasionally, and are
happy to look into anything we could do better, but we never set out to
annoy or upset anyone.
We ask that you be kind to anyone you come in to contact with at the
Practice - we are trying our best to make sure every patient gets what they
need and the many, many lovely patients we speak to make the job very
worthwhile.

Helen Stacey, Practice Manager

HELEN STACEY AWARDED SOMERSET MEDAL
One bit of news that Helen did not include is that she has recently
been awarded a Somerset Medal for her work during the pandemic!
The citation:

Helen Stacey is the Practice Manager at Quantock Medical
Centre. Whilst all of the practices have worked hard to contribute to the local vaccination hubs, Helen has gone above
and beyond for her patients in the rural villages as well as
being the lead manager at the North Petherton Vaccination
hub far more than her allocation. She has ensured it runs
smoothly on the ground and not had a day off for
months. Her biggest strength is putting the needs of the patient first – making sure services work around them.
Huge congratulations to Helen on this outstanding achievement and
I am sure all our readers will join me in thanking her for her efforts to
take care of us during this past year. We have been so lucky to be
welcomed to see a doctor when needed, especially when you hear so
many horror stories from around the country of people unable to get
through to their GP clinic on the phone and then being absolutely
refused a face-to-face appointment.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Advertisements are accepted in good faith, but customers
should satisfy themselves that advertisers are able to supply
the services they offer.
To advertise in the Quantock Messenger, contact Sally
Dymock on
advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk
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Castle Antiques,
Books and
Collectables
Castle Antiques
Old Cross House
High Street
Stogursey TA5 1TB
Tel: 01278 733491
Open:
Friday and Saturday
10am to 5pm
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Sally is waiting to hear about your advert to fill
this space!
Phone: 732 298
Email
advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk
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FIDDINGTON VILLAGE
HALL
Heather 734 624 or
07887 684 245
www.fiddingtonvillagehall.co

Sally is waiting to hear about
your advert to fill this space!
Phone: 732 298
Email
advertising@
quantockmessenger.org.uk

Coffee Morning and
Book Swap
First Saturday of each
month, 10-12.
£1 incl. drink, biscuit/cake
and book.
Extra book 50p.
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Sally is waiting to hear about
your advert to fill this space!
Phone: 732 298
Email
advertising@
quantockmessenger.org.uk
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Sally is waiting to hear about your advert to fill
this space!
Phone: 732 298
Email
advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk
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[opp. ASDA by Bus Station]

We are a local business serving the
Community with good, honest,
‘old fashioned’ advice and service.
Vast range of roll stock and samples at
various prices
Not just Carpets, but also Rugs, Woods,
Laminates, Vinyls, Safety Flooring,
Karndean, Flotex, Carpet Tiles and
Underlays
Furniture move and uplift/disposal of old
flooring
Free Quotations and no obligation measuring
service.
Home visits with samples not a problem.
Visit Crown for all your Carpet & Flooring
requirements.

Email: sclarke3@talktalk.net

Sally is waiting to hear about your advert to fill
this space!
Phone: 732 298
Email
advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk
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for Lower Accountancy Fees and a Better Quality Service contact
Nicholas Owens of N. E. Owens & Co. est.1989)

tel. (01278) 425 933 specialising in

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS VAT TAXATION TAX RETURNS

Low rates for Shopkeepers, Pubs, Farmers, Builders, Plumbers, Carpenters, Painter/
Decorators, Electricians and all Small Businesses. On line Tax Return and PAYE Return Service available. Annual Accounts from £100. Tax returns from £40.
Member of the Federation of Small Businesses—22 St. Mary Street, Bridgwater

CHRIS’S TAXI
7 seats/wheelchair
access
Bookings 24/7
All occasions, anywhere
Need to get there then call anytime
Chris Nurton
07980 530 552
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The Ancient Mariner
Come & try our new menu
Fine selection of local Real Ales
Excellent home cooked Sunday lunch
Every Sunday
Perfect for any celebration or event

Tel 01278 733 544

Parsonage Farm
Bed & Breakfast is a
traditional 17th
century farmhouse
and smallholding
with log fires,
delicious meals,
and beautiful
gardens.
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The Cottage Inn

Pub & Restaurant
Keenthorne, nr. Nether Stowey
(01278) 732 355
*Home-made food*
*Real Ales* Fine Wines*
and a warm welcome
Everything you want from a traditional
English Country Pub
email : thecottage-inn@btconnect.com
www.thecottageinnkeenthorne.co.uk

The Old House

Self-catering Cottages & Bed & Breakfast
St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey

Cottages of great charm and character
furnished with every attention to comfort.
For those who wish to be spoilt: luxury
B&B accommodation in the Coleridge Suite & Sara’s Room

4 star Gold & Breakfast Award

Tel:(01278) 732 392 Web: www.theoldhouse-quantocks.co.uk

LIME STREET, NETHER STOWEY, TA5 1NH

TEL 01278 733 540 07803 042 725

7 en-suite rooms * 1 family suite * 2 rooms with self-contained kitchens
Excellent breakfast * Guest parking * WIFI * Families welcome * Close to
Quantock Lakes wedding venue * Home from home comforts

THE OLD CIDER HOUSE
Period guesthouse in the centre of
Nether Stowey
245 Castle St. Nether Stowey
TA5 1LN Tel: 01278 732 228
Email:

theoldciderhouse@gmail.com
website

www.theoldciderhouse.co.uk

Four ensuite rooms
•Licensed dining
•Log fires
•Pets welcome
•On site micro brewery •Private parking
Ideal for walking, cycling, sight seeing or just relaxing.

The perfect place to start or finish the Coleridge Way trail

Lynne & Ian look forward to welcoming you all
year round
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Jane Taylor
Garden
Design

(HNC Landscape and Garden Design)
Beautiful Gardens to Fit
your Budget
Single Borders to Whole Gardens
Contemporary to Country Styles
Gorgeous planting!
Advice, Annual Pruning,
Maintenance.

Please Contact Jane
01278 732 393
mob- 07742632728
Or Visit Yell.com
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PAUL COBBLEDICK

Books for LIFE!

TREE SURGEON

Mervyn Todd, St. Mary St.
Nether Stowey, TA5 1LJ
Aid Projects; Health/Eye
Camps; Wells; Hospital
Equipment; Orphans; Funding Medicines;
Food and Vitamins for those in need.
YOUR DONATION WILL SAVE LIVES
tel. 07507 237 483

For all aspects of Tree Work

LOGS & WOOD CHIPS
FOR SALE
Tel. (01278) 732 114
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Quantock Lodge Pool
Opening Hours
Sunday
10.30am – 12.30pm Family
Swim

VACUUM CHIMNEY
SWEEP
Over 20 years experience

Monday
6.30pm – 8.15pm Lanes Swim

Tuesday
7.45am – 10.15am Adult Swim

Thursday
7.45am – 10.00am Adult Swim
6.30pm – 8.15pm Lanes Swim

Quantock Lodge Leisure
Over Stowey, Bridgwater
TA5 1HD

AGA & Rayburn service/repair

Wood burner repair/refurb
Distance no object
Mr M H Kellaway, Glen
Close, Main Road, Holford
Tel: 01278 741 572

01278 733 375

info@quantocklodge.co.uk
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KEENTHORNE GARAGE

Email: keenthornegarage@btconnect.com

Tel (01278)
732 256

M.O.Ts
Servicing
Repairs Car Sales
Tyre Sales
Air con. Servicing

Keenthorne,
Nether Stowey,
Bridgwater,
Somerset TA5 1HZ

www.keenthornegarage.co.uk
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

Chris Flay

❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

Plumbing &
Heating Ltd

CENTRAL
HEATING

For Quality
Workmanship
& Guaranteed
Success
Boiler Servicing & Maintenance
Rayburn-Aga-Stanley, Sales & Service
Gas, Oil and Solid Fuel Installations
Oil Tank Replacement, 24 Hour
Service,
oil burner conversions
Domestic or New Housing Enquiries
Welcome
CORGI registered Installer no. 10789
NETHER STOWEY OFFICE

(01278) 732 732

Fax (01278) 733 422
Yard and Store (01278) 733 444
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Reliable, 12 years Experience,
CITB Qualified & Insured
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

email

neilbuller@hotmail.co.uk
website

www.neilbullercarpentry.co.uk
Address: 1 Court Orchard,
Cannington,TA5 2QH

Call 07796 545428
to book your free quotation!
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Your Local Builder for 25 Years

MARK. A. STACEY
General Builder

Long Acre, Burton, Stogursey, Bridgwater Somerset TA5 1QB

tel. (01278) 733 356

mobile: 07966 248 699

Email: markstacey77@googlemail.com
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KEVIN
STACEY

Painter & Decorator & all types of
property maintenance
Free Quotations
kevinstacey@live.com
07581 432662
01278 733587

Dave Date

Painter and Decorator, Interior and Exterior
All types of Tiling. Any other work considered
For a Quality Job and Great Value

Tel. (01278) 741 356 or
Mobile 077 0977 2457

C Wilkins

TIM STACEY

Painter & Decorator

Painter & Decorator

General Property
Maintenance

HOUSE MAINTENANCE

Free estimates

●City and Guilds
●Free Quotation
●NVQ Qualified
●OAP Discount

(01278)
733 847
or mobile

35 East Street

Cannington,

07811
558 521

Bridgwater TA5 2HL
Tel: (01278) 651 229
Mobile 07576 58 99 79
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St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey

Dances, Concerts, Conferences,
Receptions & Exhibitions.
Level site with easy access for disabled.
Large illuminated parking area.
Hall and Kitchen and a comfortable
lounge for smaller meetings. All well heated. Wi-fi available.
Please ask about tables, chairs, cutlery, crockery when booking.
Bookings: Pat Stacey tel. 732 518

Over stowey village hall
Available for hire Including a bar
Meetings, parties, receptions, luncheons, classes,
exhibitions

Sun-Thurs £10 per hour for O/Stowey Residents—£12 per hour for all others.
Fri-Sat £15 per hour for O/Stowey Residents—£17 per hour for all others.
For details and bookings, please telephone WENDY HILL (01278) 732 194
If the BAR is needed, please ask at time of booking.

LITTLES STORES
7 St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey
•In-store Bake Off & fresh bread daily • Fresh self
service fruit & veg • National Lottery • Newspapers & magazines plus daily
deliveries • Full extensive range of groceries & household goods • Look out
for special offers. Many half price or buy one, get one free •
7am-7pm Mon-Sat, 8am-5pm Sun - T e l . ( 0 1 2 7 8 ) 7 3 2 2 4 9
krisconvenience@yahoo.com
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Keenthorne, Nether Stowey, TA5 1HZ

Funeral Directors

Independent Funeral Directors for Five Generations
Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans available
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