NETHER STOWEY PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman’s Report
The Parish Council and its committees met as follows:
Parish Council
13 meetings

Finance & Audit Committee
12 meetings

Planning Committee
10 meetings

16 May 2011
13 June 2011
11 July 2011
5 September 2011
9 September 2011
17 October 2011
14 November 2011
12 December 2011
16 January 2012
17 February 2012
12 March 2012
16 April 2012
14 May 2012

4 April 2011
4 May 2011
6 June 2011
6 July 2011
1 September 2011
3 October 2011
7 November 2011
5 December 2011
9 January 2012
6 February 2012
2 April 2012
8 May 2012

21 March 2011
19 April 2011
11 May 2011
6 July 2011
1 September 2011
3 October 2011
12 December 2011
4 February 2012
30 April 2012
17 May 2012

Cemetery Committee

Recruitment

17 January 2011
10 September 2012

10+13 February 2012

Copies of the Annual Accounts for the year to 31 March 2012 report are available. They
have been examined by the Internal Auditor and the documents are available for public
examination until 30 May, on which day they are submitted for External Audit.
Major Issues Considered By Parish Council
•
•
•
•
•

Proposed Hinkley C Nuclear Power Station
Future of Nether Stowey Library
Planning Applications
Overseen the refurbishment of the Clock Tower
Affordable housing

Sadly in February Tony Rich stepped down from the Council. Peter Greig was elected to
succeed him as Chairman and John Roberts to succeed Peter as Vice-Chairman. They
were both re-elected at the Annual Parish Council Meeting last Monday, the 14th of May.
Ainslie Ensor also retired after 10 years as Clerk to the Council.

THE FRIENDS OF COLERIDGE
Registered Charity Number 295285
Report for the Annual Parish Meeting 21 May, 2012
The main concern of the Society during 2011 was in discussing with the National Trust how best to
use the Lottery Grant that had been awarded last year for developing Coleridge Cottage. We had
been working towards this since our opening of the two upstairs rooms in 1998. After a few
frustrating years, our Chairman Tom Mayberry chaired a new Partnership Committee with
representatives from the Friends of Coleridge, the National Trust and Nether Stowey Parish
Council. This was successful, and the Society remains very grateful for the support and active help
of the Parish Council – particularly of Peter Greig and Ainslie Ensor. We are delighted that the
Cottage is now a more worthy tribute to the three years that Coleridge lived here. It is certainly
attracting more visitors, and we hope that this will benefit the village.
During the year the Society also supported Ottery St Mary, Coleridge's birthplace in Devon, by
contributing £500 to their memorial Poetry Stones, a paved footpath along which Kubla Khan has
been engraved. It will be officially opened on June 4 by Tom Mayberry. They think it will be the
longest poem in the world!
We also held our annual Study Weekend in September at Kilve Court, concentrating on Coleridge's
book Biographia Literaria.
Two Bulletins containing essays on his works were produced during the year. Copies should be in
Nether Stowey library.
Membership stays at about 325, mainly from the UK, but also spread over about 10 countries.

URBAN SAINTS REPORT FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2012
(combined report for Urban Saints Minis, Juniors and Inters)
Urban Saints (previously Crusaders) is a national Christian interdenominational youth organisation.
In Nether Stowey, we run three groups, Minis – for children in school years 1 and 2 (around 6-7
year olds), Juniors – for children in school years 3, 4, 5, and 6 (around 7-11 year olds) and Inters
(for those at Secondary School). Minis and Juniors meet weekly in term-time, in the Stable Loft
and/or Church Centre, with Christian teaching, games, crafts, and a multitude of different activities.
Inters meet fortnightly for Christian teaching and discussion. Trips to Hollywood Bowl and Kilve
Court have also been popular. For more information, please contact us:
Mrs Pat Jarrett
Minis’ leader
Brookside Cottage
26A Castle Street
Nether Stowey
Tel: 732063

Mrs Kerry Trout
Juniors’ leader
14 St Michael's Close
Nether Stowey
Tel: 732112

Mrs Kathryn Pike
Inters’ leader
Brookside
26 Castle Street
Nether Stowey
Tel 733745

Nether Stowey Women’s Institute
Each month we have speakers on a variety of topics. We had stalls at the May Fair, the
Flower Show and the Christmas Market at the Village Hall, selling home-made cakes,
preserves etc.
Two or three times we had skittles evenings at the George Hotel. We had an outing to
the National Trust house “A la Ronde” in Devon in August. Our Christmas Lunch in
December was held at the Ancient Mariner.

The Coleridge Probus Club
The Coleridge Probus Club was formed in August 2002 to promote
fellowship and social activity for like minded males who are mostly
retired professional and businessmen.
Some members are resident in Nether Stowey and others come from
surrounding villages and hamlets.
The Club meets monthly, the normal format being to listen to a talk by a
guest speaker, followed by lunch. We meet now at the Cottage Inn,
Keenthorne. Talks have varied widely in subject matter, from the flora
and fauna of the North Somerset coast, oil and gas exploration in the
North Sea, to the construction and use of church organs; and speakers
come from both within and outside the club.
During the year events are organised to which ladies and guests are
invited. One such event was a most interesting visit to Bristol Docks,
another the very pleasant Christmas Lunch held this year at the Cottage
Inn.
There is a ceiling on membership of 38, and membership is by invitation.

Stowey Bears Pre-School
Stowey Bears has had another busy year under the guidance of our Play Leader, Julie
Gallimore. The Pre-School continues to go from strength to strength with a total of 47 children
on our register.
We work closely with the Primary School and in September 2011 the children’s’ transition to
‘big’ school proved to be very smooth. Being in the new premises and the Pre-School children
having their lunch at the Primary School daily has only helped to ease this anxious time for
them. We have also developed closer links with other Pre-Schools in the area.
Stowey Bears Pre-School is as I am sure you are aware is open 5 days per week during term
time between the hours of 9.15am and 3.15pm. We take children from the age of 2 years until
the age of 4 years and 11 months.
In additional to the day to day running of the Pre-School, over the last 12 months we have
provided the children with an ever-increasing range of activities. We have also enjoyed trips to
the Fire Station, Upper Monkton Farm, Stogursey and have held an Easter Play, a Nativity
Play and a bingo evening all at the village hall in Nether Stowey. The plays are always very
popular with our children’s parents and grandparents but the bingo evening was extended to
the residents of Nether Stowey and the local villages. All three events were successful.
We have recently launched our own website for the use of current and new parents the
address is www.stoweybearspreschool.co.uk.
We continue to raise funds for a refurbished garden at our new premises. A big thank you to all
the businesses of the Parish who have supported us.
Finally thank you to all our staff Julie Gallimore, Sophie Andrew, Amanda McMurren, Sharon
Barrow, Nic Dunn, Katie Reynolds, Donna Thomas, Donna Rich and Sara Barrow, who
continue to make Stowey Bears such a friendly and successful Pre-School.

Stowey Gardeners
Stowey Gardeners meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.30 at Nether Stowey Village
Hall.
In 2011 we had a variety of very interesting speakers on subjects ranging from "Organic
Gardening and Pest Control" to "Behind the Scenes at Chelsea". We had a club outing to
Bristol Botanic Garden and to Watcombe Gardens and another outing to Stowleys at Porlock.
Our events were crowned by a September visit to Highgrove.
Our year ended in traditional way with an excellent Christmas Party. In 2012 we look forward
to several interesting talks including one by Anne Swithenbank in June and one by Timothy
Walker - Director of the Oxford Botanic Gardens in September. These, like all our talks, are
open to non-members.
Contact: Mrs. A. Lampson, Secretary
Telephone: 01278 671831

NETHER STOWEY SCHOOL MEALS SERVICE
Nether Stowey School Meals Service is a non profit making trust set up to provide lunches for any
child who wishes to have them that attend Nether Stowey Primary school. We also provide lunches
to the local community.
During the last year we have undertaken a review of the service we provide to parents. The process
started with a questionnaire to all parents asking what they would like to see from their meals
service. As a result of this survey we have revised our menus to include lighter lunch options and
implemented a booking system which allows parents to choose from a wider variety of lunch
options on a weekly basis. From our point of view it improves efficiency and minimises wastage
therefore cutting costs.
In addition to support the meals service there have been various fundraising activities. We
provided coffee and cakes at all the school nativity plays. Also we have had a successful coffee and
cake event where we joined forces with FONSS at their uniform sale. During March we also had a
fish and chip night which we advertised within the local community. The response was very good
and we raised £240 for NSSMS.
We continue to provide lunches to the local community and have advertised locally to get more
people to come to us at the school for lunch.
Mrs Sarah Caddick, Trustee
Tel:
01278 732444
Email: sarahcaddick@btconnect.com

Friends of Nether Stowey Library - Report.
The Friends of Nether Stowey Library held their first public ‘awareness’ event in the Library on
the morning of Saturday, 21st January and were formally constituted at a public meeting in the
Church Centre on Wednesday, 28th March. The Friends have grown out of the Steering
Committee that was established by the Parish Council in 2011. The remit of the Steering
Committee having been completed, and no further action by it required, at least pro tem,
following the Judicial Review into Library closures, the Friends were formed to provide
continuity in public awareness of the situation regarding the future of the Library.
The Friends are working with the support and encouragement of the Library service. Their aim,
over the next year or so, is to increase the numbers of people visiting the Library, either to use
its current services, or to attend other activities which the Friends intend to promote. The
Friends already have a membership approaching 80. It is the intention of the Committee to
provide facilities in the Library which will provide ‘added value’ to the building, allowing it to be
used for many different functions. The two initial aims are to install audio visual equipment and
sufficient additional chairs to enable up to 50 people to be seated.
Once these aims have been achieved the Friends will devise a full programme of events. In
the meantime, a ‘Meet the Authors’ evening is being held in June, highlighting the work of four
local authors, and monthly Beetle Drives are being held in the Rose and Crown to raise funds.
A number of daytime activities, which would be held during normal opening hours, are also
planned.
Contact:

Roger Stacey, Chairman
Phone 01278 732518

QUANTOCK
ACTIVE LIVING
Nether Stowey
Parish Council

Somerset
Active Living

2012 PROGRAMME
The Fourth Thursday of the Month
At the Church Centre from 2pm till 4pm
Thursday 26 April

Burnham-On-Sea Hovercraft

Roger Flower

Thursday 24 May

Fun Day

Thursday 28 June

Red Cross—Home from Hospital

Thursday 26 July
Thursday 27 September
Thursday 25 October

Wendy Banks

Bee Keeping

Ken Edwards

Mother of Pearl (Part 3)

Mr F Watson

Support dogs for the disabled

Simon Anderson

Thursday 22 November

Fit as a Fiddle

Thursday 20 December

Christmas Tea

Dianne Ramsey

Cost £2.00 per person
(including tea/coffee, a slice of homemade cake and a raffle ticket)

For further information please contact any of the following:
•
•
•
•

Margaret Harris
Margaret Hogg
Pat Pardoe
Margaret Wells

16 Pooles Close
4 Audley Close
19 Castle Street
40 Mount Road

Tel: 734613
Tel: 733040
Tel: 733151
Tel: 732609

Quantock Players

Wendy Hobbs • Secretary • 6 Exeter Close • Nether Stowey, Bridgwater • Somerset TA5 1NR • Telephone 01278-733197

ANNUAL PARISH REPORT
We have had a very successful pantomime, Mother Goose, despite the fact that
advance tickets sales were disappointing – people seem to prefer to wait until the last
minute and buy tickets on the door.
This last weekend the results of the Cinderella Trophy competition were announced,
and we have just heard that we were awarded four Stars of the Future, and have won
the category for Young Linkman of the Year.
We are now looking at scripts for this year’s show, and as ever will welcome new
members not just to be on stage, but to be part of the valuable back stage crew.

An update from the Stowey Memorial Project Group
Several designs were considered by the project group and three selected for the choice of
villagers along with relevant wording. 8% of the population of both Over and Nether Stowey
responded which is a high proportion for such requests. 69% of these wanted one particular
design by Tom Clark of Hurst Barton, Somerset with almost the same number choosing option 2
of the choices for wording.
Both Planning permission and Highways licences have now been granted to place the memorial
at the Cross in Nether Stowey. Once adequate funding is in place work will begin on the
foundations at the Cross. This should be around mid-July.
Fundraising has been going well so far with £5,000 raised through Trusts and individuals
including a donation from HRH Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall. Local fundraising is just
beginning. A very successful Film night in Over Stowey first and the Jubilee Dance to follow on
Saturday 2nd June. There are still a few tickets left.
A Dedication or Memorial book recording all the names of those who have donated to the
memorial to be kept for posterity. For this reason you will soon see pledge forms alongside
donation boxes in the village as to ensure your name is included the pledge form is the best
way to give. Or call Mike Henry on 732881or Gerry Wright 734584 or Jack McWilliam; Willie
Husband; Dave Hall; Richard Beer or Ann and Ian Mcdonald who will happily come and visit
you.
Nether Stowey Primary children in KS1 are currently putting together a project on their views of
the village now for a time capsule to be placed at the foot of the memorial in the foundations.
This will also include a list of Stowey people who died in service to their country during the 20th
century; a history of the two villages; a leaflet about the memorial and, hopefully, an up-to-date
Quantock Messenger.
There will a Dedication Service for the memorial, currently anticipated on Saturday 3rd
November in time for Armistice or Memorial Day. We hope as many of our donors as possible
will be there too.
GW/MH 21/5/12

Over and Nether Stowey
In memory of
the people of Stowey
who have given their lives
in service to their country
and in honour
of those who serve today.

We will remember them.

NETHER STOWEY RECREATION GROUND
(Registered Charity No: 304590)

Report to Nether Stowey Parish Council 21 May 2012
Playing Field Committee Activities 1/4/11 – 30/3/12
Over the last 12 months the Playing Field Committee have been extremely busy getting
the administrative side of the charity in order, progressing the regeneration of the facilities
and continue to fund raise.
The charity has now attained green flag status and the accounts are up to date. The
committee would like to thank Ainslie Ensor for all his help, advice and hard work over the
last few years. Sharon Mayell has now taken over the role of Treasurer.
The committee have increased the profile of the charity by providing regular articles for the
Quantock Messenger and more recently letters and information to parents via the Nether
Stowey Primary School newsletter and a detailed newsletter to every house within the
village. In addition, a website is now up and running, thanks to Karen and Richard May.
www.netherstoweyrg.co.uk. This is being kept up to date with news about the playing field
and the regeneration project.
Expenditure for the playing field continues to increase and the committee are very
focussed on fund raising. Last summer the fund raising was affected greatly by the
weather with only £280.84 being raised via Car Boot sales and £635.09 from The Party in
the Park. With Car Boot sales planned for every Saturday this summer it is hoped for
more success.
Other fundraising events included a skittles weekend in November and a race night in
January. The Committee would like to thank all those individuals and businesses who
supported the fundraising, especially Bill at the The George Hotel.
A weekend working party took place in November to undertake urgent maintenance work
on the children’s play area. Thank you to those who helped.
The committee would like to thank the Parish Council for grants received, which help
towards the up keep and maintenance of facilities within the village.

Regeneration project update
Over the last 12 months the regeneration project has moved forward considerably. In May
the £26,000 balance in the Community Pavilion project raised from the village lottery was
transferred to the Recreation Ground Charity. This money is being kept in a separate
account and to-date has been spent on a detailed feasibility report from LED Architects Ltd
of Highbridge. Copies of this report can be found in the Parish Council office and Library.
A synopsis can be found on the Recreation Ground website.

Other money has been spent to enable a pre-planning meeting to be held with Sedgemoor
District council and a topographical survey has been commissioned. All spending is
necessary to enable full planning permission to be obtained, which is a pre-requisite for
most grant applications.
Fund raising by way of grant applications has started but the Charity is yet to be
successful (apart from RLT2 funding)
The committee requested £10,000 from Gannett Foundation (Newsquest media group) to
go towards the redevelopment of the children’s play area. £10,000 was requested from
Quantock Hills AONB Sustainable Development Fund and this money would have been
used to progress the project to full planning stage. The committee submitted an
application to the NatWest Community fund for up to £6,000 in the area. However, this
was in competition with thousands of other charities.
The committee wrote to EDF in November asking if they would like to become involved in
the project at this early stage. This request was turned down, but the committee have
written again recently.
An application to Magnox for the sum of £50,000 under their Business in the Community
Socio-Economic Plan was turned down.
An RLT2 application has been submitted to Sedgemoor District Council and £3,500 has
been agreed in principle to go towards the new children’s play area. The RLT3 application
for £40,000 towards the new MUGA cannot be submitted until full planning permission is in
place.
Applications have also been sent to Sport England, Viridor, and Biffa and responses are
awaited.
Finally work is being undertaken to resurrect the village lottery, under the name the PFR
club and the first draw will take place at the Diamond Jubilee Party in the Park, which the
committee are hosting on 4 June.
All in all, a very busy year.

Sharon Mayell
Treasurer

EDUCATING ABANDONED, ABUSED, ORPHANS AND
RESCUED CHILDREN

12 St. MARY STREET, NETHER STOWEY, BRIDGWATER,
SOMERSET, TA5 1LJ. UK

Tel. No. 01278 732426 Email = mstodd@lineone.net

http://blog.books4life.org/

Report for the year 2011.
Every year has its rewards as a charity because we see the success and
results of the donations that have been made throughout the year.
Last year we gave £2000 to the Child of Hope charity for a school project in
Uganda; the money was used for educational materials, education and
School Building. We are delighted to hear from them quite regularly of how
well they are now doing and this is part of what we do as a charity in giving
help to other charities at the initial stages. They are now well established
and no longer need our financial help.
At St Joseph's Boys School our sponsorship is long-term, from the initial
stages when they are rescued from the street until they take their final
exams. We are able to watch them grow and mature. On our last visit we
had a celebration for the students that were leaving and we were able to say
with all sincerity and more than a little bit of emotion "that we would be
proud to call any one of them, our son". In saying this I know we spoke for
many of our sponsors.
Three of the mature students have been invited to join the Indian Sports
Academy with free placements. Many of the other students were found
placements at administration level in the holiday industry. Another student
is head of catering on a cruise ship, very responsible job for a boy of 19
years old.
At the Vocational Training Centre; the high pass rate continues and there is a
waiting list of companies that wish to employ them as welders, mechanics,
chefs, engineers, electricians and I.T. A number of the girls had taken
electrical degrees so that they can work at managerial level in the many
electrical assembly firms. For the girls it is so important to have the skill
level qualifications, otherwise they can only get menial employment and
wages are not sufficient to support a family if anything happened to the
husband.

On the Uganda front, Dr Andy Douglass, one of our trustees has done
excellent work travelling with his wife, setting up clinics and delivering
babies! We invested £3000 to cover the cost of supplying running water,
showers, wash basins, toilets, Reservoir tank, septic tank so that the
maternity ward would have all these facilities. Can you imagine a maternity
ward without showers and washing facilities/toilets. Our next project at
Borabora is to build a staff accommodation unit attached to the hospital so
that nursing staff and doctors are immediately available if an emergency
occurs overnight.
We were privileged to be part of an emergency evacuation of Christian
families that were trapped in the war zone between the opposing sides in the
Yemen. Our initial donation was £1600 which we added another £2600 since.
We made Water Aid one of our main projects and raised £347.83. and further
added £100 through St Mary's Church project. Our total donations for the
year was £15,870.83p. Included in this figure are many local charities
including C.A.N.S.
Not surprisingly our income has dropped and our running costs have
increased. We were able to cut our office expenses by nearly £200 but this
has been negated by the increase cost of fuel, telephone and utilities.

Therefore we are in urgent need of cloth materials including
clothes in any condition, bedding, curtains, cushions, shoes and
hats to sell and recycle. And of course books and magazines.
60% of our income now comes from recycling.

Sedgemoor ‐ What we did last year
Housing
£25 million Secured for housing ‐ The news that Homes in Sedgemoor and Sedgemoor
District Council had been allocated £25 million of Decent Homes funding over the next four
years was announced by the national housing and regeneration agency, the Homes and
Communities Agency (HCA). This followed a two‐star inspection.
£32.6 m for Affordable Housing ‐ Sedgemoor District Council secured £32.6m from the
Homes and Communities Agency for affordable housing as part of the National Affordable
Housing Programme
309 new affordable housing units built in 2010/11, the highest total for many years with
100 rural affordable housing units under construction
Disable Facilities Grants ‐ Secured a £1.3m budget for Disabled Facilities Grants across the
district which enabled over 210 adaptations to be carried out
Empty Properties ‐ Strategic Housing Team have made great progress with bringing empty
properties back into use, with the number of long term empty properties in Sedgemoor
having now reduced from 560 to 370. A two‐year grant fund of £500,000 was set up to
encourage landlords to do repairs to dwellings.
National recognition ‐ The Somerset West Private Sector Housing Partnership (Sedgemoor,
Taunton Deane and West Somerset) continues to deliver significant performance
improvements and is recognised nationally as a model for other local authorities to follow

Efficiency
Lowest in Somerset ‐ Sedgemoor has the lowest cost per head of population and the lowest
cost per dwelling within Somerset. It also has the third lowest in the South West region for
both cost per head and cost per dwelling
£2.2 million worth of efficiency gains has been made over the last two years
Benefits teams are rated 4th nationwide, despite an increased caseload. The team take 6.62
days, whereas some other authorities take over five weeks to deal with new claims. They
are also rated 6th nationally for the time it takes them to process a change of circumstance
application.
Sedgemoor Direct – our contact centre has achieved their best yet, with 98.5% of calls
answered and over 60% calls resolved at first point of contact. Put into context, Sedgemoor
Direct get an average of over 12,000 calls during a month.
100% ‐ Land charges search requests completed within 10 working days remains at 100%
for the 4th consecutive year, despite a 21% increase in searches so far this year.

Satisfaction levels. The Customer Satisfaction forms show continued high levels of
satisfaction:
o
o
o
o

Satisfaction with the ways residents can contact the Council – 96%
Satisfaction with the experience when visiting the Council – 76%
Satisfaction with the telephone service provided by the Council – 90%
Overall satisfaction with the Council – 86%

3rd across the South west for value for money ‐ Nationwide research by national
government shows that Sedgemoor is one of the most efficient councils – in value for
money terms – in Somerset and the third lowest across the south west.
Low Council tax ‐ Sedgemoor has the 27th lowest average Band ‘D’ Council Tax out of the
201 districts nationwide
•
•
•

Sedgemoor has been in the top 25% for setting low council tax for the last 10
consecutive years
Sedgemoor’s average Band ‘D’ has been lower than the national, nearest neighbour
and Somerset averages every year since 1998/99
Sedgemoor has the lowest average Band ‘D’ within Somerset and has done so for the
last four years

Asset Management and Transferring assets to the community – Princess, Bridgwater Town
Hall
Sedgemoor has continued to make substantial improvements in the way it manages its
assets. For example in the energy efficiency terms, the efficiency rating of Bridgwater
House has improved from a G Rating to a D rating. This is better than the national average
for buildings of this type.
Over the last few years, the Council has made major progress in identifying and rationalising
poor performing assets. Where community facilities are concerned, for the most part, the
Councils rationalisation process has taken the form of a transfer to organisations in the
community in such a way that the facility remains available for public use, such as
Bridgwater Town Hall or the Princess Hall in Burnham‐on‐Sea.

Regeneration
Hinkley Point C – Huge resources, time and effort are being put in by Sedgemoor, West
Somerset and Somerset County Council to make sure that local communities are
compensated for the impact of the largest construction project in Europe. As it is the first of
its kind, Sedgemoor are leading the way in this new territory for local councils.
The planning application for site preparation works for Hinkley Point C Nuclear Build was
approved by West Somerset Council.

Application for the necessary Development Consent Order has been submitted to the
Infrastructure Planning Commission by EDF.
North East Bridgwater ‐ Work is well underway on development at North East Bridgwater
The total site will eventually have 2000 houses, the Morrison’s Distribution Centre, a
regional distribution centre as well as banana ripening centre and vegetable packing centre;
a new primary school and local centre. The type of activity undertaken will be Light
industry, general industry and distribution bringing up to 1,000 jobs.
It will also include a new link road off the A38 over the rail line, through the site and onto
the Bath Road and pedestrian and cycleway improvements and a travel plan with public
transport service related to other parts of the town for completion by spring 2013.
New Pool in Bridgwater ‐ Enabling works on the new pool have commenced at the Chilton
Trinity site with the pool on track for completion in early 2013.
Bridgwater Vision ‐ The Council and consultants, Gillespies, achieved regional recognition
for the Bridgwater Vision which was awarded a commendation by the Royal Town Planning
Institute. This is a blueprint document for developers, setting out what the townspeople
and organisations have said they want to see in the town. There are seven major projects
associated with Bridgwater Vision
Northgate ‐ Sedgemoor has agreed to accept the offer from Tesco Stores Ltd for the
Northgate site and to enter into a Development Agreement jointly with Somerset County
Council for the sale of the site
Helping Traders ‐ Work has been ongoing on the Bridgwater Retail Initiative since early this
year with the aim of regaining confidence in the town and minimising the number of empty
shops. This project has seen far closer working between the District Council, Bridgwater
Town Council and Bridgwater Chamber of Commerce on a number of projects and
initiatives. Initiatives to date include:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Shop Jacket on old Bridgwater Book Shop;
Grants to new retailers;
Free training, advice and support for new retailers;
Retail Ambassador Scheme;
Increased Street Market presence;
Seasonal Events
Markets in Bridgwater on Friday have become increasingly popular with an
increasing range of products.

Environment
Sedgemoor’s recycling rate remains the best in Somerset – currently 50.2% of household
waste is sent for recycling. This has increased from just over 20% a couple of years ago, but
Sedgemoor’s investment in to Sort It Plus of over £500,000
Quality Coast ‐ Berrow and Burnham‐on‐Sea beaches both won a Quality Coast Award from
Keep Britain Tidy. The award recognises and rewards beaches that achieve the highest
standards of beach management. Sedgemoor provides the daily cleaning and beach
wardens.
Marine Cove at Burnham on Sea ‐ £344,000 of Heritage Lottery Funds were bid for over a
long complex process. The money has been spent to refurbish Marine Cove and employ a
Community Gardener who organising evens and volunteers to care for the Gardens.
West Quay – Sedgemoor took the lead after the emergency phase of co‐ordinating the River
Wall collapse at West Quay. This is a major engineering project which meant the long‐term
evacuation of residents and closure of some businesses for a three‐month period.
Bomb in BOS – rest centre set up within an hour, with over 100 residents being looked after
over a 12‐hour period.
Bomb in Bridgwater – rest centre set up in 10 minutes, despite all staff in Bridgwater House
being evacuated themselves.
Local Development Framework was adopted (the first in Somerset) – setting out clear
guidelines and framework for the creation of a suite of Supplementary Planning Documents
(for both specific sites and also specific ambitions we have for the District, such as Local
Economic Growth). Design Guidance will also be published.

Sedgemoor ‐ What is on the horizon
Housing
Decent homes with Homes in Sedgemoor ‐ Year 1 (2011/12) £5.6m and Year 2 (2012/13)
£6.25m confirmed and programme being implemented. Potentially clarity in September
2012 as to the availability of years 3 and 4 (£13m)
£47 million – housing debt ‐ In July 2010 the government consulted on proposals to
dismantle the Housing Revenue Account subsidy system and replace it with a devolved
system of responsibility and funding. The proposals involved reallocation of historic housing
debt rather than writing it off. In effect the current system of payment of subsidy over to
the Government would be replaced by debt currently held by central government to be
serviced from council tenants rents.
The coalition Government announced as part of the Localism Bill that the subsidy system
would be replaced with HRA self‐financing from the 1 April 2012. The legislation was passed
by Government in late 2011 and now forms part of the Localism Act.
The DCLG published the final debt settlement figures on the 1 February 2012. This Council’s
allocation is £47.321 million, which will replace the annual subsidy payment currently made
to Government if you are in ‘negative subsidy’. The 30 year business plan has been updated
to include actual figures if available and assumptions based on up to date information. At
this stage the decent homes funding for years 3 and 4 is not certain, therefore the base case
presented to members does not include the £13 million

Economic Growth
New Pool – hard decisions in 2009 have meant that the money is available to build a new
pool. Opening at Trinity Leisure in Spring 2013. Hardly any new facilities like this are being
built by a small rural district council
Bridgwater Gateway – high quality business space to support the nuclear supply chain at
junction 24/M5 to include hotel, conference centre. It will provide high quality employment
opportunities; transport improvements; leisure facilities; creation of accessible links
between North Petherton and Bridgwater and sustainable drainage and water
management, creating ponds and wildlife habitats including an extension to the proposed
South Bridgwater Country Park
Hinkley Point C – the Hinkley Point C Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) which was
produced to ensure potential benefits such as training and employment for local people are
secured; adverse environmental and social impacts are minimised; and a positive legacy is
achieved for local communities through the development of this nationally significant
scheme.
New Jobs ‐ Local Labour Agreements ‐ The Council is committed to attracting new and
higher level jobs to the area via its long‐ term development (planning) strategies. Local

people benefit from new job opportunities created in major developments in the District.
Signed up with Morrison’s. The team at SDC working hard to secure best possible deal for
Sedgemoor, and have made major progress already.
New Hospital in Bridgwater ‐ £16m investment ‐ Sedgemoor District Council staff,
councillors have worked tirelessly behind the scenes to make sure that people making
decisions really understood of the importance of a new hospital for the town. NHS Somerset
aiming for completion mid 2014
National Grid Pylons ‐ Creating 400gw transfer line across Somerset moors and levels with
new substation connecting HPC to national grid – project anticipated to run from 2014‐18
Steart Projects –Two projects underway creating a new nature reserve to replace wildlife
habitat lost as a result of Bristol Port expansion
Northgate – Tesco Redevelopment of Northgate site in Bridgwater ‐ awaiting submission of
planning application by developer.
Bridgwater College developments ‐ New theatre at Bridgwater College and new £20m
Leadership Centre (management training facility) early 2013
Puriton Energy Park ‐ 600 acre site with 250 developable space for low carbon
businesses/industries such as solar panel manufacture 2014
North East Bridgwater ‐ Phase 2 of housing development – potentially 1500 units to come
with related facilities
Morrisons ‐ 1500 jobs created
Rail Bridge link ‐ Bridge over railway, providing Bridgwater with linkage to A38 – spring
2013
Express Park ‐ Site now fully occupied. Police HQ to come – will amalgamate the Somerset
Police Stations (around 150 Officers) aiming to complete in 2014
Transport issues ‐ Officers working extremely hard negotiating with EDF to secure a £multi‐
million enhanced online package to improve seven key junctions in Bridgwater and
provision of Cannington bypass
Ex Bridgwater Cattle Market ‐ Submission of planning application summer 2012
Highbridge Hotel ‐ Redevelopment opportunities currently being negotiated – several
options being discussed including housing or retail
Bridgwater Vision ‐ S106 money from HPC Site Prep to be used to refresh the Bridgwater
Vision with a view to preparing initiatives and projects to be funded by S106 from HPC build
Affordable Housing ‐ Sedgemoor continues to perform strongly on delivery of affordable
housing – aiming to deliver a further 300 units by 2014. Plans being implemented to ensure
an increased proportion of rural and rented tenure affordable housing is delivered.

Meads Eco Park ‐ Outline planning permission granted – negotiations on‐going on detail.
One of the projects identified in the Bridgwater Vison.
Cheddar Cable Car – discussions with Longleat Estate about the potential for the installation
of cable car facility in Cheddar Gorge. This would come in as a planning application with the
hope of helping to revitalise Cheddar as tourist destination to its former tourist numbers.
Mulberry ‐ Proposed manufacturing facility to produce prestige products – anticipated that
this could create 300 jobs under the Business Improvement Bid.
Rosewood Farm ‐ Final stages of ground preparation works for future development
Civil Parking Enforcement – in the summer the change to Civil Parking Enforcement will be
made, taking over responsibility from the Police for enforcing on street parking restrictions.
It is hoped that this will curb the problem of illegal parking on the streets.
The contractors will also inspect the SDC‐owned car parks on behalf of SDC.
Sedgemoor’s Clean Surroundings to provide cash collection service from car park
machines/maintainance.

Efficiency and Value
Committed to maintain and enhance core services
Committed to meeting at least 80% of our service standards
Investors in People – Going for gold accreditation
Programme of Value for Money Reviews
Accommodate Somerset County Council staff in Bridgwater House (predicted November
2012)
Aiming to generate £50k from selling clean surroundings services to public
Bidding to deliver Mendip District Councils street cleansing regime.

Recycling and Carbon Reduction
Committed to maintain recycling performance at or above 50%
Exploring further energy efficiency measures such as installation of solar panels on
corporate buildings

And we do the day job …….

Setting the budget 2012 – 2013
Low Council Tax ‐ Sedgemoor District Council has set its proportion of the Council Tax at
0%.
Sedgemoor District Council tax payers will not foot the bill for the forthcoming work to allow
for appropriate and proper challenge during the IPC process associated to the proposed
power station at Hinkley Point C.
A massive half a million £ was set aside, over two years, to bring empty homes back into
housing use. This new initiative will hopefully bring 100 of the 560 empty properties in
Sedgemoor back into use and help residents on the housing waiting list.

Additional growth items of £89,000 were
•

£18,000 to carry out two additional highway weed sprayings on Sedgemoor’s roads.
This is to replace the service formerly provided by Somerset County Council.

•

£11,000 to maintain grass verges to supplement the service formerly provided by
Somerset County Council.

•

£60,000 on supporting housing services which is under increased workloads due to
the financial climate. Practical measures such as an additional housing advisor; a
court desk service in partnership with the CAB; cash deposits and rent in advance for
those who need them and without which they could not take up the accommodation
and an out‐reach worker to help rough sleepers in the District.

•

£50,000 will into the Grants budget which plays a vital role in supporting
communities.

Savings of £800,000 have been achieved by a managed use of balances. There are no cuts
to services or job losses, Staff numbers have dropped from over 800 10 years ago to 375
today.
Other work that has contributed to the saving is:‐
• Continuation of work with parishes to utilise parish/town precepts ‐ Phase II work with
Towns and Parishes ‐ £50,000 ‐ This is where towns and parish councils would pay for some
of the discretionary services such as dog bins, some floral decorations they receive by
raising their precepts. They are not capped at present, unlike the district council. In
principle, the parishes have been very positive and understand the reasoning behind the
policy and SDC are very grateful for this support.
• Accommodation Sharing Project. This project aims to see further tenants being
accommodated in Bridgwater House in addition to Homes in Sedgemoor and HMRC (Tax

office) and Somerset County Council. Negotiations are on‐going with Somerset County
Council to finalise plans for their occupation of a further floor of Bridgwater House, which
has the potential to generate annual income of up to £200,000.
• Continuation of Value for Money Reviews (£100,000) ‐ There is a programme of looking
at all services. Services scrutinised were CCTV, Sedgemoor Direct, Cash Office, Reception,
Council tax and Care Line. These reviews look at four criteria ‐ cost, performance, quality
and customer service. Each criteria has a set of questions (19 in total). The answers identify
whether value for money is being delivered and if not, what needs to happen.
Additional income Clean Surrounds ‐ £50,000 Sedgemoor has a policy ‘user pays’ the full
cost of choice‐ based services.
External Income from Major Projects ‐ £100,000 – Planning Performance Agreements
Additional Income Planning Fees ‐ £250,000. taken from New Homes bonus for one year
only, due to the government delay in its implementation. This is where local authorities will
be allowed to set their own planning fees, rather than having to follow fees set by national
government.
Remainder amount taken from balances ‐ £177,000

