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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2022
Monday 23 May at 7pm at Nether Stowey Church Centre
This being the Annual Parish meeting it is the opportunity to see what village groups and
people have been involved in. A number of people and organisations have reported their
activities for the past year and these reports and others are on display for you to read.
Please help yourself to copies – if however we run out we can e-mail one or you can collect
from the Parish Office.
It is a year since we held the last Annual Parish Meeting and although we are now returning
to something approaching normality after the pandemic; its influence will be with us for
some time yet. After the disruption of the previous year we have managed to return to
proper meetings at the Church Centre for the whole year – no more Zoom, much to my
personal relief! The office has been working as normal all year too. I would like to thank my
fellow Councillors past and present for the time and effort they put in. As well as our regular
Parish Council meetings between them they have attended a lot of external meetings, some
face to face and others still “virtually”.
At the elections nearly three weeks were sorry to say good-bye to Malcom Reid, who had
decided to retire. He will be sorely missed. His contributions were invaluable particularly his
excellent work representing the Parish Council on three Hinkley Point groups. We are
pleased to welcome Penny Everett who, although a relative newcomer to the village, brings
a wealth of experience in Parish Council matters and fresh ideas. The Parish Council still has
two seats to fill. If you care about the village and the people in it, please think about joining
us – whether you have been in the village forever, or arrived recently, you will have
something to offer to help make this a wonderful community to live in. And that’s just not
our opinion - the Sunday Times named Nether Stowey as one of the top 50 villages in the
country.
The election also started the process of reorganising local government, which next abolishes
the four Somerset District Councils and creates a Unitary Council next April. We are pleased
to still have Mike Caswell and to welcome Brian Bolt as our Councillors on the new Council,
and glad that we still have Julie Pay at the District Council, if only until next year. We thank
Julie and Mike for their support for the village over recent years – long may it continue with
the new team.
There are also a lot of local people beavering away for the village. As always our village
Clock continues to give good service and again this is thanks to a dedicated team lead by
Tony Edney, who keeps it wound and on time. I’d also like to thank Kevin Dinham who keeps
the toilets clean and safe.
The volunteers of Stowey Green Spaces continue to do a great job in and around the village
and it must be remembered they are volunteers who give up their spare time for the tasks
they undertake. One project has been to enhance the by-pass and it is nice to see that this is
now showing signs of success. We are pleased to say this has the backing of county
highways and the Parish Council.
The Library has been a great success under its new community management and volunteer
staff and we thank them for all they do and congratulate them on their success in raising
funds to offer ever more.

I would also like to pay tribute to the phenomenal hard work of the Nether Stowey Village
Hall and Recreation Ground CIO. As well as all the work keeping the current facilities going
and masterminding what I know will be a terrific Jubilee celebration at Party in the Park in a
couple of weeks, they have made huge progress towards the new Stowey Centre that is
going to be a super modern asset for us all to enjoy.
The Stowey Shuttle continues to keep villagers on the move so efficiently, ready to help
when needed again manned by volunteers.
Councillor Colin Falla continues his work as Footpaths Liaison Officer and all the strimming
he undertakes to keep the paths clear.
Many of these groups – as well as others – have given reports – please help yourself.

PARISH COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
Although face to face meeting are starting to return some are still held via zoom and at
times this can be beneficial allowing more people to attend. EDF, HPC, County Council,
Sedgemoor DC and Somerset Waste are among those we have been meeting and dealing
with over the past year and will continue to do so.
I am pleased to say that the Parish Council has achieved two major goals this year. The first
is the almost-complete traffic lights at St Mary Street at last providing a safe pedestrian
crossing to the church and the new development at Cricketers. While there are other issues
about the new development, which I will come to, this is an improvement that the Parish
Council and many residents have long argued for.
I am also pleased to say that Highways are in the process of installing new speed warning
lights and 20mph zone in Mill Lane near the school. Again, something the Parish Council has
been fighting for over many years.
A list of the Parish Council meetings scheduled for the rest of the Council year is available on
the table.
We will continue to work with Sedgemoor and Somerset Councils and other bodies to try
and achieve quality services, and to ensure the new Somerset Unitary Council works better
for us than its predecessor, and to help residents if they have problems especially relating to
other parts of local government.
The Parish Council will continue to work towards the protection of our conservation areas
and the village heritage. We also undertake village maintenance, have responsibility for the
car park and public toilets, bus shelter, the clock tower and the cemetery

GRANTS
The Parish Council is always keen to support local groups and activities which enrich the
lives of so many of our community. In the last twelve months we have awarded over £4,000
in grants to local groups including support for Stowey Green Spaces, the Toddlers Group,
Stowey Shuttle, the new Art Group, the Women’s Walk, St Mary’s PCC and for playing field
equipment. The Parish Council has also funded the laser show which will be the grand finale
to Party in the Park.

CRICKETER DEVELOPMENT
We are all obviously aware that development of the site has started and that the road
junction is almost complete. Alun Griffiths, the contractor responsible for the junction
construction, have carried out their task efficiently and have co-operated with the
community wherever possible. They have in the main kept the roads open where feasible
and the traffic flowing, even co-operating with funerals when they have been held. It is a
shame this level of co-operation does not extend as far as all those involved in the Cricketer
site.
With regard the subject of the affordable housing at the site, Duncan has already given a
good overview of how the affordable housing promise may be delivered. The Parish Council
is well aware of the further need and we will continue our work to try to deliver more in the
future.

HINKLEY POINT PROJECT
Councillors continue to attend numerous meetings organized by EDF and the District
Councils to discuss matters concerned with project. As the workforce increases the greater
will be the impact on our village and we are working with HPC to find resolutions to that
impact. We also continue to work with HPC and Sedgemoor District Council to try and
resolve the issues caused by workers living or lodging in the village and are hopeful we can
mitigate some of the problems.
We are now beginning to see some benefit from this – HPC has contributed funding towards
Sedgemoor’s plan for the affordable housing and there may be funding for other things in
the pipeline.
Our relationship with the team who handle the fly parking remains good and this has greatly
reduced, where it does occur it is dealt with immediately.
The community bus service provided by HPC continues and there are many in the village
that are grateful for this service, we thank HPC for stepping in to provide a community bus
service when the County Council would not help.

DISTRICT, COUNTY COUNCIL AND UNITARY
We continue to work hard with both Councils to try to get the best possible services. Some
services that used to be provided by Sedgemoor or Somerset CC have been cut back or are
now non-existent. The Parish Council does try to top-up these services, but we do have to
pay for them through the precept, which means everyone’s Council tax bills. We try to work
out what services give the most benefit to the most residents.
The question of the new UNITARY Authority for Somerset is now a stark fact and is
something that will affect us all. For the next twelve months there will be a transitional
period where we still have the districts and what was the County Council. In May 2023 the
district councils will cease to exist and we will have one unitary authority for the whole of
Somerset.
In the coming months we will be working with our neighbouring parish councils and the
unitary team to try and achieve the best possible solution for Nether Stowey. Somerset

becoming a unitary authority is going to affect all of us and there will undoubtedly be
changes in the way services are provided and more importantly who provides them and
how they are paid for. The saying goes that the “Devil is in the detail” – unfortunately at the
present time that detail is sadly lacking.

WALKING AND COUNTRYSIDE SAFETY
Our surroundings have acres and acres of lush green fields, pastureland and hills and we are
lucky to have so many Public Rights of Way from which to enjoy it. The words “public
footpath” means exactly that – public, however, if you do find yourself wandering off the
designated footpath you could find yourself in trouble or more to the point in danger. The
“Right to Roam” or more properly designated “Open Access Land” does not give automatic
access to all land and especially not to private land. There is no designated open access land
with in Nether Stowey Parish. The bottom line is that all of the above, including miles and
miles of tracks, pathways and bridleways usually cross land that is owned by someone or
more to the point farmed by someone.
Farms are someone’s place of work and, often, someone’s home. Agricultural vehicles have
accounted for 13 of the 39 farm fatalities over the past year so it is vital to remember that
farms are busy working areas with tractors, telehandlers and agricultural machinery moving
about 24/7. We are all aware of the size of modern farm machinery but we may not be
aware of the fact that when the driver is in the cab he is effectively insulated from the
sound, vibration and noise around him.
This has recently been brought to light by an incident on a local farm where the farmer was
cutting grass with a large mower and a tractor. Out of the corner of his eye he saw
something move and immediately stopped. On investigation he found two children playing
in the tall grass who were – when he stopped - less than a metre from the cutting
equipment. The tractor driver’s diligence and quick thinking prevented what could have
been a very tragic accident. Please remember that this happened on a farm in Nether
Stowey with local children.
Farm building are also not for public access and certainly not for playing in. We have
recently received reports of children playing from the rafters of the big barn near the
Millennium Wood. Again, the risk of a tragic accident is enormous.
We all have a responsibility for our own safety and in the case above the safety and
education of our children, please Walk Safely, Walk Responsibly and Obey the Country
Code. Please make sure you know where your children are playing. And if you’re out with
dogs please think - is it under tight control, is it damaging crops or is it chasing stock?
Thank you all for coming.

The Friends of Coleridge:
Key events and activities, 2021
Key events of the past year include the successful housing of the Coleridge Book Collection.
The books are now properly housed in the Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey, the
valuable volumes in a lockable bookcase, and the more modern critical works on open
shelves. The collection has been catalogued by shelf to make it easy for volunteers to locate
a particular title. The library has compiled a searchable database of the collection that we
will be able to upload to the FoC website. This achievement seems particularly appropriate
to mark the 250 Coleridge commemorations.
As compensations for Covid-related restrictions to ‘in person’ meetings, two online events
were arranged in the course of the year: on April 17th: Coleridge in the Attic, chaired by
Professor Gregory Leadbetter, in which Justin Shepherd, Chair of The Friends, spoke on two
new Coleridge letters discovered during lockdown in 2020 and Professor Tim Fulford,
Professor of English at De Montfort University, Leicester, spoke on Coleridge as a letter
writer.
This was followed, on Saturday 13 November, with Comforts and Consolations, presented
by Dr Felicity James, Associate Professor in Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century Literature at
the University of Leicester and Dr Jeffrey Barbeau, Professor of Theology at Wheaton
College.
Both events attracted members from all over the world with attendees numbering between
30-40. People were grateful for the opportunity for social reconnection which these events
supplied.
Jeffrey Barbeau, who has recently edited the new Cambridge Companion to British
Romanticism and Religion, also produced two excellent newsletters for The Friends to keep
the membership informed and engaged with Coleridge-related events and publications. Jeff
will also be taking over the editorship of The Coleridge Bulletin and is committed to
maintaining the high standard achieved by former editor Graham Davidson over many
years.
To keep up to date with all Friends of Coleridge achievements and activities, please visit The
Friends of Coleridge website: https://www.friendsofcoleridge.com/. Your support and
interest – as are new members! -are always greatly valued.
Report by Hon Sec. Helen Boyles

Knit & Natter
Thomas Poole Library, Castle Street, Nether Stowey
The Knit & Natter group @ Nether Stowey Library has been running for
approximately 10 years. We meet every Friday at the Library 10.30 — 12
noon. We have coffee & biscuits with lots of chat, laughter and some
knitting of courser
In December the group arranged a Christmas Shopping & lunch to Otter
Garden Centre, Bishops Lydeard, some of the group are more experienced
and assist the beginners.
We would like to see anyone join the group with other skills such as
crochet, embroidery or cross-stitch.
We have 2 members who travel from Bridgwater each week as this is not
confined to the village.
We resumed our group meetings in September 2021 and appreciated the
"start up" pack of tea, coffee & Biscuits provided by the Parish Council.
The group now consist of 10 members, but we would like to see this grow.

Contact: Elise 01278 732612 or just pop in for a coffee!

Nether Stowey & Fiddington WI Annual Report
Nether Stowey Parish Council - May 2022
We have enjoyed a very positive year with membership maintained and new members
joining. Our programme is varied with speakers and entertainers, and we are looking
forward to a full programme for the next year.
We have filled all officer posts for the first time in a number of years and now have a large
working committee meeting on a monthly basis to plan for our future.
We ran a very positive Campaign last year to push for action to end violence against women.
The WI is supporting the Istanbul Convention — a gold standard because it recognises that
violence against women is a result of gender inequality. The Convention sets out key
measures to address this root problem as well as discrimination and violence against
women. In 10 years the IC has yet to be ratified by the UK government and although there
has been some progress more needs to be done. All local WIs have lobbied their MPs to
ensure this keeps moving forward to make it legally binding.
This year’s resolution is highlighting Women and Girls with ASD & ADHD under-identified,
under-diagnosed, misdiagnosed and under-supported. The NFWI calls on the Government
and funding bodies to fund research into the presentation of ASD and ADHD, and for action
to be taken to improve the diagnosis process for women and girls to ensure they are
equipped to better manage these conditions and do not suffer in silence. All Wls will vote at
the Annual Meeting in July in Liverpool to take this forward.
Last year we also ran a cake stall at the party in the park and at the flower show, both
proved successfully and sold out very quickly.
We are to celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee in June with an afternoon tea and the tree
planted as part of Her Majesty‘s Green Canopy Project and blessed by the Rev Peter
Williams is in honour of the monarch’s longstanding membership of the Sandringham WI
since 1943. The tree will be registered on the Green Canopy National site.
We are planning an Outing to Sidmouth in July and the County Quiz is running this year and
we shall be fielding 2 teams at the Windmill at St Audries.
In August we will enjoy Tea at Fiddington hosted by our ladies of Fiddington who joined as
last year.
In October we are planning to host our popular ’Soup and Pud event as our main fund raiser
for this year.
And to finish the year a Christmas lunch, venue to be confirmed.
Next year we start to plan to host a series of events to celebrate our 100 years in Nether
Stowey so watch this space!
We continue to offer friendship, support and fun to our members and welcome anyone who
would like to come along and see what we are all about, so much more than Jam and
Jerusalem. We meet on the second Thursday of the month at 2pm at the Church Centre in
Nether Stowey.
Terry Binding
President Nether Stowey and Fiddington WI

Summary Report of the Nether Stowey Allotment Association for the Annual
Parish Meeting of 23rd May 2022.
All plots are currently occupied and there is still a small waiting list of five names. Of
those, two are not ready to take on a plot immediately, two have not been able to be
contacted and one has only just asked to be considered. We also have existing half
plots holders who have asked to be considered for a full plot when one becomes
available.
Since the lockdown ended the enquiries for vacant plots has substantially reduced.
We have been able to accommodate several individuals who were on the waiting list
by plots that were vacated at the beginning of our new year being changed to half
plots. As the new plot holders gained experience some half plots were changed
back to full plots for their benefit.
The reasons for the vacated plots have been, failing health, reduced physical ability,
increased work commitments and individuals not realising how much time is required
as well as not realising that it can be hard work to maintain a plot on this site.
Potential plot holders are invited to attend the site to see for themselves what is
involved and what tools they will need to be able to cultivate their produce. For
some the visit was enough to change their minds about taking on such a
commitment.
Thefts from the site of tools and produce have been less than previous years as
plots holders will bring their tools and equipment each time they attend. The odd
tools left on site are usually old but almost usable.
The covid lockdown resulted in a reduced attendance by some vulnerable plot
holders and the plots needed a lot of effort to catch up. Now with the lockdown
ended some attendance by plots holders are again reduced as they take to time to
travel to meet up with relatives and go away on holiday.
The cost of living crisis is becoming clear as there is a lot more produce being
planted and sown. Strangely enough there has not been the expected increase in
plot applications by people wanting to save by growing their own vegetables.

REPORT FROM THE NETHER STOWEY ART GROUP 30th April 2022 CHURCH CENTRE
The size of the hall and the use of the tables, kitchen and toilets, plus heating and lighting is a perfect
location for the group.
THE GRANT MONEY
The grant of £150 to cover the first 3 months expenses was very generously increased to £180 to
meet the rise for 2022 for the church centre hire.
MEMBERSHIP
The initial advertising resulted in some 15 new members in January. However not all are able to
attend every meeting so the average is around 12. There is a very happy atmosphere at the meetings
and new friends made.
THE FINANCIAL SITUATION
The grant money is now our reserve fund as the monthly income (membership fees) is in balance
with the outgoings (rent, refreshments, art materials and possible annual insurance). The amount of
cash involved is too low to require a bank account. The membership fee of £3 per session, per
member is payable only on attendance.
FUTURE OUTLOOK
We should continue to advertise for additional members to enable the group to be more financially
viable.

From Robert Kinghorn

Nether Stowey Baby and Toddlers Group
Grant Report

Nether Stowey Baby and Toddlers Group was very lucky to
receive a grant from the Parish Council to buy two new toys:
a pretend play doctors kit and magnetic tiles.
We feel our group is such an asset
to Nether Stowey, providing a fun
environment for preschool aged
children and an opportunity for
parents/carers to meet. As part of
this we know that the toys we
provide should be varied,
stimulating, engaging and fun!
Children love role play and the
doctors kit has been such a
success. We put the doctors kit out
with the babies and the children
thoroughly enjoy pretending to be
the doctor for the babies. This
encourages the children to use their imagination, expand
their vocabulary and emotional awareness to care for others.
Children of all ages enjoy
construction, and our new
magnetic tiles enable all the
children to build and play. The
children love building car parks
and houses for the small world
toys. The tiles are bright and
inspiring to play with and can be
used in so many ways so stay
exciting and interesting for the
children.
We are thrilled with these two new
toys, they have been a lovely
addition to the group setup.
Thank you so much.
Nether Stowey Baby and Toddlers Group

Parish Report May 2022
Nether Stowey CP. Paths

For most of last year Covid still had a bearing on a desire not to travel, with more home working.
Once again this resulted in a higher use of our paths by our parishioners and neighbouring residents.
This has had the welcoming effect of promoting awareness of our natural environment. Sadly it has
also caused a rise in litter left on our paths. This is both unsightly and antisocial. Further, in the case
of dog fouling, it is a proven hazard to both livestock and arable crops.
The biggest challenge has been the increased rate of growth of encroaching vegetation. A number
of our most popular rights of way needed strimming every three weeks. This was not a localised
issue. Both the Quantock Hills AONB and Exmoor NP reported similar increases in the need for
clearance work. We consulted with our preferred contractor who agreed with our observations and
advised that this will be an ongoing issue. Following this consultation the Parish Council agreed to
fund further village maintenance of the worst affected rights of way. Hopefully this enhanced contract
in conjunction with some County Council work and local volunteers will result in our entire network
being accessible throughout the summer months.
There are 29 rights of way paths, wholly or partially within our Parish. These are foot access only
and not bridleways. Also there are paths which have been developed by continual usage but are not
defined on the definitive rights of way map. Currently only one of our paths is not entirely accessible.
This is because of a long running dispute with the landowner. There are three paths with issues
logged against them. These issues may cause inconvenience but do not totally restrict use. All three
are classed as low priority by SCC rights of way team.
Over they year there have been some improvements made. At the moment there is a well signed
diversion around the Cricketer site development. The diverted path has been made safe by the
developers and will remain in use for some time. When the development is complete, the two original
paths will be reinstated and signed as near to the original route as possible.
There are some misconceptions regarding rights of way. Path users should recognise that there
are limitations as to what they should expect. A public footpath is permitted access to a defined
route. Landowners cannot obstruct a path or deliberately restrict access – e.g. with electric fencing
or a crop, and they have to leave a minimum width of passage, but they are not required to do
more. They are not expected to cut back naturally growing surface vegetation on the path, and are
certainly not required to provide a manicured grassy park-like path. Walkers should recognise that
we are a rural parish. It is expect to be able to walk a path in boots and trousers, but not
necessarily less.
Finally, I would again encourage everyone to use the paths as often as possible. This is the most
assured way of maintaining them. Any information concerning village rights of way, please contact
the parish office. If problems are encountered they may be logged on the SCC rights of way map or
reported via the Parish office.
Colin Falla
Path Liaison Officer

Address: c/o 2A Castle Street, Nether Stowey, Somerset TA5 1LN
Email: treasurer@stowey.org.uk
Website: www.stowey.org.uk
Registered charity no. 1176413

Report to Nether Stowey Parish Council 23/5/2022
Nether Stowey Village Hall
Business support grants from Sedgemoor District Council have been received over the last 2
years, enabling us to pay the bills. With COVID restrictions easing over the last 12 months, it
was ‘back to normal service’ for the VH. However, with only 3 regular users bringing in £40
per week income at most and over £100 per week of expenses to pay (insurance, electric,
water & cleaning), the situation was unsustainable (which had been the case for a number of
years before the pandemic) and a decision was made to close the hall at the end of March
after 100 years. The money from the eventual sale will go towards the cost of building the
new hall on the recreation ground.
Nether Stowey Recreation Ground
Conversely, the recreation ground has become significantly busier over the last few years,
with more dog walkers, great use of the children’s play area, the 3G MUGA court being used
by Nether Stowey Football Club’s 13 teams as well as football training for ladies, other local
regular hirers and general users. The tennis court is also used regularly in the spring and
summer.
Thank you to the Parish Council for providing grants, helping us to maintain the ground to
such a high standard. The last grant was to buy new football nets for the MUGA courts and
new back plates and hoops for basketball. Thanks to Stowey Green Spaces Group for regular
litter picking duties and advice and help with the perimeter areas. Also, a big thank you to
our maintenance volunteer, Kevin, who not only carries out the regular safety checks but also
cleans the MUGA courts and undertakes repairs. In the last 12 months he has spent 97 hours
helping maintain the field.
Income from the field is from the mobile mast lease, football clubs and our annual fund raiser,
Party in The Park. Last year we kept it very simple and raised £1,500. Next month we shall
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, with a bigger event finishing with a laser show,
thanks to the Parish Council.
Our quarterly committee meetings will re-start at the end of June in the portacabin on the
field and we would welcome everyone to come along & get involved in maintaining and
improving this fantastic facility.
Sharon Mayell
Treasurer & Trustee

NETHER STOWEY SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB

Nether Stowey short mat bowls club meet every Tuesday afternoon in the
church centre between 2pm and 5pm. Their is a yearly membership payment
of £14 and a weekly payment of £3 per player. We do have bowls and other
equipment for anybody wishing to have a go. For any further information
contact either Cath Roberts on 732789 or Margaret Harris on 734613.

Nether Stowey Wednesday Club
St Mary’s Church Centre Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ
The Wednesday Club is a social group for senior citizens of various ages. We
managed to stay connected with members during Covid 19 with newsletters and
regular weekly phone calls on a rota basis with three volunteers. When Covid
restrictions were temporarily lifted, we held coffee mornings for groups of six again
on a rota basis. Like many groups we resumed our full meetings in September 2021
The start-up pack from the Parish Council, was very much appreciated, thank you.
We managed to have our annual trip to Monkton Elm for Christmas shopping in
November 2021 and a meal, most members were able to attend with the help of
volunteers.
In June we are celebrating the Platinum Jubilee with a meal at a local pub.
The club has been running for over 30 years by local volunteers and we meet every
Wednesday 10am – 2pm term time only. Members pay a weekly contribution
towards lunch and the cost of hall hire.
The group have a catch-up chat over coffee followed by activities which include
quizzes, tabletop games, Flexercise, raffles and an auctions. We have occasional
speakers or local villagers who may have a special interest to share with members,
followed by a two-course lunch prepared by the ladies at the village primary school.

Nether Stowey Quantock Quilters & Textiles
The Quantock Quilters meet every 2nd & 4th Monday of the month at St Mary’s Church Centre
Nether Stowey 10AM – 1PM.
The group was established by Gill Griffiths in 2013 and apart from Covid 19 has continued to be a
success in the village.
We resummed our meetings in September 2021 with 7 new members, some were experience and
others complete beginners. We have members form Stogursey & Cannington and surrounding
villages including two members who travel from Brean to attend the meeting as many quilting
groups meet in the evenings, so distance is not a problem.
We received a “start up pack” from the Parish Council of tea, coffee & biscuits all gratefully
received in September. A thankyou to the Parish Council from all our members.
Our newly elected committee have a planned programme for the next 12 months to include
workshops and outings. A trip to the Amercian Museum in Bath. In June we have planned a Cream
Tea to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee.
We have a team of very
experienced quilters who offer
their tuition and advice freely.
We have in house workshops and
occasionally have a professional
speaker/quilter to give a days
instruction showing new skills.
Members are also encouraged to
do their own projects, including
textiles.

We are a friendly and informal group and welcome new members, we have plenty of room in the
Church Centre and although we are a group of 17 members we would like to see this grow.
We have a stock of equipment for beginners and encourage members to bring their own machines
to group and give advice of equipment and fabric to buy.
We have recently completed a workshop, Sunset & Swallow and finished blocks are displayed in
the library to encourage new
members to join us.
Contact details:
Anna Boulton 01278 652307 or
Meg Smith 01278 671837.

St Mary’s Church, Report to the Annual Parish Meeting 2022
Firstly, thank you for inviting us to share what has been happening in the life of
our church during 2021. It hasn’t been an easy year for anyone this year.
In March 2020, along with the whole country we
entered the first lockdown and churches were closed;
and an online service was offered as an alternative. The
occasional offices - Baptism, Weddings, and Funerals –
were either ceased or allowed to take place under strict
conditions. During this time, the church supported the
community as it could, primarily with making contact by
phone and meeting needs as restrictions allowed.
Plans for Christmas 2020 were severely limited and
many of the services were offered online or via a
service on paper. Quantock Messenger was produced
where possible on paper and an emailable version was
also developed. January 2021 was welcomed in with
the start of the third lockdown and again churches were
closed, though it was possible to keep them open for private prayer. Easter 2021
brought the return of public worship on a fortnightly basis. In June weekly services
were restored, and July 2021 we saw the first weddings in the Benefice. Funerals
were permitted throughout the 3rd lockdown, but numbers attending were still
limited. Face masks and social distancing were very much the order of the day.
We are hugely grateful to all who have supported the church during this time,
through prayer, action and financially.
Apart from the regular services in the Church and Church Centre, there was a
service of Remembrance at the Cross in November 2021 and Carols on the Cross
on Christmas Eve. Our thanks go to those who allow us to gather at the Cross in
Nether Stowey. There was also an All Souls’ Service at which we remembered
loved ones who have passed away. As well as services, we were able to offer a
Christmas Lunch 2021 ‘in person’, or as a takeaway or delivered to homes with
thanks to everyone who made this possible.
The Friday morning Said Holy Communion was restarted in the summer of 2021 in
the Church Centre, and we hope to recommence home visits and Home
Communions on a regular basis very soon now that visiting folk in their homes is
much easier and safer.
In the summer we also welcomed Revd Nicki Bradford as Curate to the Benefice
Ministry Team, and she has been a great asset to the group. Sadly, early in 2022
we said ‘Au Revoir’ to Revd Peter and Sue Attwood as they moved to pastures new
to be nearer family. They both offered much to the Parish, and we miss them both.
As far as the school is concerned, together with other members of the village
community and the Parish Council, we have been able to send Christmas and
Pancake Day hampers in for those families in particular need, and were able to

attend some Collective Worships and offer some Open the Book sessions during
later 2021. We were also able to have a Christingle service with the children in the
Church Centre.
During 2021 some work was carried out at the Church namely new lighting,
flagpole and roof repairs. In the Church Centre we were able to use a Government
Covid Grant to refurbish the toilets and other aspects of the church centre. The
Churchwardens and PCC are now planning for further restoration and
enhancements over the coming years.
We were so pleased to continue to offer the Church Centre for the NHS blood
collections throughout the pandemic. Also, that we are seeing community groups
returning this year.
Finances have not been easy in the last two years, but we have
been blessed with donations and grants that we have been able
to use to keep the buildings functional for the post Covid
return. Over the years we have also donated financially to
charities; local, national, and international. We are very grateful
too for the gifts for Quantock Food Bank collected on a Monday
morning.
No report to this meeting would be complete without words to
acknowledge that some of the community have passed away
and are no longer with us. Funerals and bereavement for those who have lost
loved ones during the last two years have been very different from previous years
and we offer our deepest condolences to all who have suffered pain in this way.
Our hope is that the village feels that the church is always there for everyone. We
would welcome anyone from the parish who would like to lend their time or talents
to furthering any of our current projects. Furthermore, we would be delighted to
hear any thoughts and ideas about how we might serve the parish more effectively,
whether it be through changing service times or types, or any other initiatives.
Thank you to all who completed the recent Church/Community questionnaire.
With best wishes to all

EK May
2022

Stowey Gardeners is a vibrant club based in Nether Stowey drawing members from
all around the Quantock area.
We meet on the 3rd Thursday each month at 7.30 in St Mary's Church Centre to enjoy
a guest speaker, raffle, garden table, tea, coffee and homemade cake and exchange
knowledge and information on a huge range of topics.
The aim of the club is to offer all gardeners, whatever their particular enthusiasm, a
chance to get together with other gardeners in the locality, to their joint advantage
and mutual interest.
We have resumed meetings since they could safely be arranged and have enjoyed a
range of speakers on subjects from 'Cottage Gardening in the 21st Century', and 'Seed
Saving Made Simple’ to 'Topiary', in the last few months. Adapting to the
restrictions of the last 2 years, we've included more garden visits in our programme
and held a successful bring and buy Plant Sale in the village.
Topics of talks later this year include 'Climate Friendly Gardening', 'Planning your
New Build
Garden', 'The Year-Round Bulb Garden' and Making the Most of a Small Garden'.
We've arranged 5 more visits, and two Members' parties.
Come and join us!
Contact is Lucy 01278 671289

STOWEY GREEN SPACES GROUP (SGSG) ANNUAL REPORT
THROUGHOUT 2021-2022 SGSG’S AREAS OF ACTIVITY HAVE INCLUDED STOWEY CASTLE MOUNT,
NETHER STOWEY RECREATION GROUND AND SURROUNDS, NETHER STOWEY A39 BYPASS
WOOD, STOWEY MILLENIUM WOOD AND DIAMOND JUBILEE EXTENSION AND STOWEY WOOD
ITSELF, AS WELL AS LITTER PICKING IN AND AROUND BOTH VILLAGES EVERY THIRD SATURDAY
OF THE MONTH.
SGSG DEPEND TOTALLY ON VOLUNTEERS, FROM OUR VILLAGES, THE AONB’S QUANTOCK
COUNTRYSIDE VOLUNTEERS, THE TAUNTON MID-WEEK CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS AND
FAMILY GROUPS AND DUKE OF EDINBURGH STUDENTS FROM THE FIELD STUDIES COUNCIL AT
NETTLECOMBE COURT. WE HAVE REGULAR CONTACT WITH THE QUANTOCK HILLS AONB,
NETHER STOWEY PARISH COUNCIL, SEDGEMOOR DISTRICT COUNCIL’S CLIMATE EMERGENCY
TEAM, SOMERSET WILDLIFE TRUST’S “TEAM WILDER,” QUANTOCK ECO AND FRIENDS OF
QUANTOCK. WE ARE GRATEFUL TO EVERYONE FOR THEIR SUPPORT AND FOR ALL THE TIME AND
ENERGY THEY PUT IN, WITH PARTICULAR THANKS TO QUANTOCK LANDSCAPE PARTNERSHIP
SCHEME (QLPS) NETHER STOWEY PARISH COUNCIL AND THE SOMERSET FUND FOR GRANTS
RECEIVED.
ON CASTLE MOUNT THE FOCUS OVER THE PAST COUPLE OF SEASONS HAS BEEN ON FOOTPATHS
AND FENCING, CLEARING BRACKEN AND CREATING THE CONDITIONS FOR WILDFLOWERS TO
FLOURISH. A NEW INTERPRETIVE PANEL HAS BEEN INSTALLED, DESIGNED BY TERENCE SACKETT
WITH INPUT FROM NIGEL PHILLIPS AND WITH FUNDING GENEROUSLY PROVIDED BY THE
QUANTOCK LANDSCAPE PARTNERSHIP SCHEME.
ON THE A39 BYPASS WOOD WE FINALLY SECURED RECOGNITION FROM THE COUNTY COUNCIL
THAT THEY OWN THE LAND AND THAT THEY ARE HAPPY FOR US TO PLANT AND MAINTAIN
SAPLINGS THERE. THERE ARE AROUND 70 NOW PLANTED AND DOING WELL.
AT THE ENTRANCES TO THE RECREATION GROUND, WE HAVE INSTALLED INTERPRETIVE PANELS,
CARRIED OUT MAINTENANCE WORK, BUILT COMPOSTING STRUCTURES AND PLANTED
WILDFLOWERS.
IN STOWEY MILLENNIUM/DIAMOND JUBILEE WOOD AND STOWEY WOOD WE HAVE INSTALLED
INFORMATON PANELS. THE MILLENNIUM WOOD HAS RECEIVED LIMITED ATTENTION OVER THE
PAST YEAR, APART FROM CLEARING SOME OF THE MULCH MATS AND PINS FROM SAPLINGS
PLANTED IN 2012 – SOME OF WHICH ARE NOW 20 FEET TALL - AND INSTALLING BIRD NEST
BOXES.
IN STOWEY WOOD SGSG VOLUNTEERS HAVE INVESTED HUNDREDS OF HOURS OF WORK,
HELPED BY VARIOUS VOLUNTEER GROUPS. IN RECENT YEARS WE HAVE PLANTED OVER 300
TREES, CHANGING WHAT WAS A DARK MONOCULTURE OF SITKA SPRUCE, PLANTED BACK IN
1970, INTO 28 DIFFERENT NATIVE SPECIES. BOTH STOWEY WOOD AND THE MILLENNIUM WOOD
ARE LICENCED TO SGSG BY SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL TO BE MANAGED “FOR THE BENEFIT OF
WILFLIFE AND THE COMMUNITY” - AND FAIR TO SAY THAT THE CIRCULAR WALK FROM THE
RECREATION GROUND, VIA THE MILLENNIUM WOOD AND STOWEY WOOD HAS BEEN A
GODSEND DURING COVID 19. A PATH WHICH WAS LITTLE KNOWN AND LITTLE USED IS NOW
POPULAR. IN OCTOBER 2021 SGSG ARRANGED FOR ANOTHER 50-ODD MATURE SITKA TO BE
REMOVED, THIS TIME USING HORSES. WE WERE FORTUNATE TO RECEIVE A SUBSTANTIAL
GRANT FOR THIS WORK FROM THE GREEN RECOVERY CHALLENGE FUND, FACILITATED BY IAIN

PORTER, DEVELOPMENT MANAGER AT THE AONB. PARTICULAR THANKS ARE DUE TO REMKE
AND RICHARD PLOWRIGHT AT PLOWRIGHT ORGANIC FARM FOR ALL THEY DID TO PROVIDE
ACCESS, GRAZING, FEED AND FACILITIES TO THE HORSE-LOGGING TEAM.
TWO OF THE THREE WEEKS WHEN THE HORSES WERE IN ACTION WERE WET, WHICH CAUSED A
NARROW QUAGMIRE WHERE THE PEDESTRIAN FOOTBRIDGE STOOD. VOLUNTEERS FIRST FACED
THE CHALLENGE OF REMOVING THE BRIDGE AND LATER THE BIGGER CHALLENGE OF TRYING TO
PUT IT BACK, WITH MIXED RESULTS. BUT THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE IN STOWEY WOOD HAS BEEN
BRAMBLE CONTROL, BOTH TO GIVE THE SAPLINGS A BETTER CHANCE OF SURVIVAL AND TO
ENCOURAGE GROUND FLORA. WALKERS WILL BE IMPRESSED WITH THE WAY IN WHICH THE
TREES ARE BURSTING WITH LIFE.
LITTER PICKING IS AN UNFORTUNATE NECESSITY. SGSG-RUN LITTER PICKS HAVE CONTINUED,
EVEN DURING LOCKDOWN, COVERING THE AREA FROM THE COTTAGE INN, ALONG THE A39
FROM INWOOD TO THE STOGURSEY TRAFFIC LIGHTS AND STOGURSEY LANE AS WELL AS IN AND
AROUND NETHER STOWEY AND OVER STOWEY. WE MEET AT STOWEY RECREATION GROUND
PORTACABIN AT 10 AM ON EVERY THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH. LITTER BAGS ARE
COLLECTED BY RICHARD INCE AND TAKEN TO PARSONAGE FARM, OVER STOWEY, FROM WHERE
THEY ARE COLLECTED BY SEDGEMOOR DISTRICT COUNCIL’S CLEAN SURROUNDING TEAM.
WHAT NEXT?
MORE OF THE SAME, ALTHOUGH WE CAN’T CONTINUE TO TAKE ON MORE - AT LEAST NOT
WITHOUT MORE SUPPORT. THAT SAID:
WE’LL CONTINUE WITH THE PERIODIC LITTER PICKS IN WHICH MANY HELPERS HAVE BEEN
INVOLVED.
WE’LL CONTINUE TO DO WHAT WE CAN ON CASTLE MOUNT.
IN THE AUTUMN WE’LL LOOK AT THINNING STOWEY MILLENNIUM WOOD, WHERE NOT ONLY
ARE TREES LOOKING STRAGGLY BUT THERE IS A LOT OF ASH, WHICH MAY BE SUFFERING FROM
DIE-BACK. SOME WILL BE FELLED AND THE TIMBER SOLD.
THE TIMBER FELLED IN STOWEY WOOD HAS ALREADY BEEN EARMARKED FOR SALE.
WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE QLPS AND SOMERSET COUNTY COUNCIL’S RIGHTS OF WAY
TEAM ABOUT HOW BEST TO IMPROVE THE PATH AND REPLACE THE FOOTBRIDGE IN STOWEY
WOOD.
WE’RE HOPEFUL THAT THE COUNTY COUNCIL WILL AGREE THAT A SMALL PATCH OF LAND AT
NEW STOWEY FARM CAN BE PLANTED IN THE AUTUMN TO COMMEMORATE THE QUEENS
PLATINUM JUBILEE. ALTHOUGH NO DECISION HAS YET BEEN MADE WE ARE IN POSITIVE TALKS
WITH CHARLIE FIELD, SCC’S STRATEGIC MANAGER FOR CORPORATE PROPERTY.
OUR OVERALL VISION IS FOR A NATURE -FRIENDLY CORRIDOR STRETCHING FROM STOWEY
ROCKS ORGANIC FARM FOR MUCH OF THE WAY TOWARDS OVER STOWEY AND THE QUANTOCK
HILLS. DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THIS ARE TAKING PLACE BETWEEN THE COUNTY COUNCIL, AONB,
FIPL, WOODLAND TRUST AND FARMERS ABOUT HOW BEST TO MAKE THIS HAPPEN. PROPOSALS
HAVE BEEN PUT TO SCC AND SGSG AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES WILL BE INVITED TO PLAY
OUR PART WHEN THE TIME IS RIGHT.

The Stowey Shuttle

The Stowey Shuttle is a community car scheme which began in 2016
offering transport to various appointments and venues to people who
have no other transport options. It covers Nether Stowey and Over
Stowey and is managed by a small committee. Bookings are handled by
a small team of coordinators who match drivers to trips.
The drivers are all volunteers using their own vehicles. Mileage
expenses are reimbursed and additional insurance is provided. Most of
our drivers complete between one and three trips a month – they are all
very busy people – and we are always eager to recruit new drivers and
ask for a minimum commitment of 6 trips a year.
Passengers are registered with the scheme and fares are based on
mileage and a small booking fee. Bus pass holders are able to claim a
concession of 50% on the fare, subject to the restrictions on the use of
the bus pass. We are reimbursed by Somerset County Council for this
reduction.
Pre-pandemic we completed between 150 – 200 trips a year. On this
basis we were able to cover all cost keeping the booking fee at £1. The
pandemic has had a significant impact on the number of trips and our
income. We have also been adversely affected this year by our bank,
HSBC, imposing a monthly charge of £5 on our Community Account.
In 2001/22 we completed 97 trips which is not sufficient to cover our
costs and we have recently increased the booking fee to £2. We were
very grateful to receive from Nether Stowey Parish Council a grant of
£60 to cover the mobile phone costs. As we have eased out of Covid
restriction we have offered trips to medical appointments initially and
we are now pleased to be able to take bookings without destination
restriction – subject to having a driver to undertake the trip.

Paul Brierley
Chairman of Stowey Shuttle
On behalf of the Committee
May, 2022

THE STOWEY SHUTTLE

CHANGES TO THE SERVICE

As from 1st December 2021, Stowey Shuttle has extended the
range of journeys we will undertake for our registered
customers, to include the following:
Journeys to bus and railway stations;
Trips to hospitals and care homes;
Trips to shops etc:
We will continue to take customers to medical appointments,
including dentists, hospitals, opticians, chiropodists,
vaccinations and others of a similar nature.

In order to be able to continue to offer our service it has been
necessary to increase our booking fee from £1 per journey to
£2 per journey.

To make a booking, please telephone the Shuttle on
07943 923742

Paul Brierley
Chairman, on behalf of the Committee
May, 2022

THE THOMAS POOLE LIBRARY NETHER STOWEY
REPORT TO THE PARISH COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR APRIL 2021-MARCH 2022
The past year has seen a gradual return to normality as Covid restrictions have been lifted.
Browsing has resumed and the wearing of face coverings is no longer required. Nevertheless,
understandable caution has meant that footfall and book issues have generally been below prepandemic levels. In March, however, book issues were the same as those in 2020, signalling a
welcome return of interest by our borrowers.
Overall footfall and borrowing figures are seen as very positive and are considerably above the
county average of 65% - 70% of pre-pandemic levels.
The number of new members joining the County Library has been very encouraging, outstripping
the numbers who joined in the first year of the CLP.
Most pre-pandemic activities have resumed, including the Reading Group, Evening Talks, Knit and
Natter, Storytime for pre-school children and Storytime for a class from the School on Friday
afternoons.
Other links with village and county organisations include the Walking Festival, the Women’s Walk,
the Health Centre PPG, Mind in Somerset and Thrive Tribe.
Book sales have resumed, using the Shed (former Store and one time Parish Office), which has
been rewired and decorated. This is a useful source of income and a popular adjunct to the core
activity of the Library.
The out of date electrical switchgear has been replaced and work is in hand to replace the 20 year
old oil fired boiler.
The 5 year lease of the former AONB room was completed during the year and The Quantock
Landscape Partnership now use it as their base.
Our Events and PR Manager, Sian Stafford, is in the second year of her appointment, funded
partially by a grant from EDF/Somerset Community Fund.
The finances of the CLP are extremely healthy, with a number of income streams contributing to
this satisfactory situation.
The book collection belonging to the Friends of Coleridge has been placed in the Library and is
now available for study, although books may not be removed from the Library. This resource is
likely to be used by those interested from all over the country.
The same 13 volunteers have continued to staff the Library every week on all opening days, in
twos or threes at a time, over the whole year and are the backbone of the Charity.
17th May 2022

