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Welcome to Nether Stowey 

On behalf of the Parish Council and all the residents, let me take this opportunity to welcome you to 

the village. You have chosen a wonderful, community-driven village as your new home.  We hope that 

you will settle quickly and happily into your new home. Whilst I am sure that your neighbours will be 

only too happy to help if you need pointing in the right direction we have developed this Welcome 

Pack for all new residents to help you find your way round and feel part of the village. I hope that you 

find this pack useful and that it will help you settle in to our happy and active community 

If you are not familiar with Nether Stowey, the Parish Council website (www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk) 

will be a good place to start to get to know the Village and what is going on. As well as Parish Council 

activities we have included information about the neighbourhood including links to Schools, Doctors, 

Clubs, Societies and Churches together with their many contact numbers.  If you don’t have access to 

the Internet then look out for the “Quantock Messenger” magazine, which is an independent 

publication produced 10 times a year and which can be delivered to you or may be picked up at the 

Post Office or the local store.  A free copy is included with this welcome pack.  As well as a “who’s 

who” it also has lots of contact numbers and adverts for local tradespeople. 

If you prefer to speak to someone, why not drop into or call the Parish Office in the centre of the 

village, and we will try to help you out on any village related topic, or at least point you in the right 

direction. 

Finally, please keep an eye on the notice boards (there is one by the Clock Tower in the centre of the 

village and one in Harry Prowse Close), the window of the Parish Office for information about the 

latest events and activities as well as formal notices concerning the village. 

Please feel free to call me or any of our Parish Councillors if you have any specific questions. 

 

 

John Roberts 

Chairman, Nether Stowey Parish Council. 
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Local Shops and Pubs 

Post Office, 1 Castle Street, Nether Stowey, TA5 1LN 

The Ancient Mariner, 42 Lime Street, Nether Stowey, TA5 1NG 

The George, 7 St Mary St, Nether Stowey, TA5 1LJ 

The Cottage Inn, Keenthorne, Nether Stowey, Bridgwater TA5 1HZ 

Fauns butchers, 4 Lime Street, Nether Stowey, TA5 1NG 

Kris Convenience Store, 7 St Mary's Street, Nether Stowey, TA5 1LJ 
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Overview of the village 

Nether Stowey is a medium-sized village of around 1373 inhabitants but there are additionally an 

unknown (and probably fluctuating) number of Hinkley Point C workers lodging in the village or at the 

temporary caravan site at Inwood Farm. It lies adjacent to the Quantock Hills Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty. The village includes a Conservation Area at the centre, a second area around the 

Stowey Court/St Mary’s Church complex and a third at The Mount which includes a Scheduled 

Monument. 

The map included with this pack shows the location of the various green and recreation spaces. Within 

the village we have a number of informal green spaces, mainly small areas, some of which have a 

bench, and a larger informal space (“Plot 173”). 

The Millennium / Jubilee Wood were created out of an area of County 

farmland in 2000 and thanks to the hard work of volunteers and the pupils 

from Nether Stowey Primary school, who planted hundreds of native trees, it 

is now a pleasant area. A new Public Right of Way was approved in 2019, 

creating a circular walk linking the Millennium / Jubilee Wood to Stowey 

Wood and Halsey Cross via public footpaths. A local group has been set up to 

encourage greater awareness and use of existing green spaces in and around 

the village.  

The surrounding natural environment is an important aspect of the life of Nether Stowey and is 

promoted as ‘the Gateway to the Quantocks’. The area is popular with walkers and tourists. It has 

recently achieved the ‘Walkers Are Welcome’ accreditation which will make it more accessible for 

visiting walkers. Nether Stowey is well placed for walks for all abilities, whether it is short 

walks/rambles or more challenging hill walks for the more ambitious. Nether Stowey is the start of the 

“Coleridge Way” long distance trail, a 51-mile route which ends at Lynmouth. Sections of the England 

Coast Path, The Parrett Way, and the West Somerset Coast Path are also easily accessed from the 

village and the County Council have recently established a new 15-mile Castles and Coast Walk linking 

our castle to Stogursey Castle. 

History 

The Castle Mount was a Norman motte-and-bailey castle, built in the 11th century. At some point a 

flour mill was built at (now) Mill Farm and Mill Lane developed, as a result connecting the castle site 

to the top of Lime Street and thence the main road. There are several local stories regarding how 

Butchers Lane, running around the lower slope of the Castle Mound between Castle Hill and the end 

of Jacksons Lane, came to be named.  One story is that it accommodated suppliers to the castle but 

given that the castle was probably demolished c1500, this is likely to be factually incorrect and the 

other is that Thomas Poole (1765–1837) had cattle driven down from higher ground to his tannery via 

this route. 

The layout of the village settled with the three main streets, St Mary Street 

and Castle Street, (connecting St Mary’s Church and the Castle) and Lime 

Street. These three streets converge at “The Cross”, originally the site of the 

market and still the main centre with most of the shops and pubs. South Lane 

was, and remains, the main route to Taunton. 

There are about 30 listed houses in Nether Stowey plus Stowey Court and its 

associated buildings. Most of the houses date from the early 18th century to 

19th Century but there are a few with older remains, including 32 Castle 

Street which is listed as dating to the Mediaeval period. Housing developed 

along the three main streets and at the top of South Lane (junction with Castle Street). There was a 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motte-and-bailey
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great deal of building (or rebuilding) at the end of the 18th Century (and most of St Mary Street has a 

generally “Georgian” look) but the pattern of the village remained largely the same until after the end 

of the Second World War as the 1809 map alongside shows, with continuous infilling on the main 

streets.  

A bypass was built in 1968 removing the main A39 

traffic flow from St Mary Street and Lime Street. 

Although the by-pass is generally perceived to have 

cut the church off from the village, the church was 

always on the “other” side, though modern traffic 

made crossing to it far more dangerous until the 

construction of the traffic lights and controlled 

pedestrian crossing in 2022. 

 

The Mount 

The site of a motte and bailey castle, The Mount, as it is known, is privately owned but is crossed by 

one public footpath and skirted by another. The views from the top of the motte are spectacular, 

taking in a panorama from the East of Somerset, the Mendip Hills, the Bristol Channel and the coast 

of South Wales.  

It is valuable not only for its views, variety 

of flora and fauna but also for its historical 

significance for the original development 

of Nether Stowey going back to the 

Norman period. It is the site of a yearly 

Easter celebration featuring the three 

crosses of Calvary and a religious service by 

St Mary’s Church and neighbouring 

parishes. It is in constant use by the local 

community for general walks, family 

outings/picnics and by the local Walking 

for Health Group. It is also on the route of 

several longer walks, notably the Coleridge 

Way long distance trail used by locals and tourists. 
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Local Government 

Nether Stowey Parish Council 

Parish Councils are the closest tier of local authority government to the community and they operate 

beneath the County and District Councils who are responsible for the bulk of services we all need. Your 

Parish Councillors create many opportunities to shape the future of our local community by 

influencing other service providers and by using our share of the Council Tax (our ‘Precept’) to deliver 

important local projects such. Unlike our County and Borough Councillors, Parish Councillors are all 

volunteers and adopt a strictly non-political approach to their business. Our monthly meetings are 

held on the second Monday of the month and are open to the public.  There is a public session held 

during the first 10 minutes which is available for anyone to express a view or ask a question.  There is 

also an Annual Parish Meeting, open to all, held in May each year, at which everyone is encouraged 

to raise their own suggestions and concerns. 

The agenda for each meeting is posted on the Parish Council website and village notice boards and 

the minutes of previous meetings can be found on the Parish Council website or at the Office. 

• Parish Clerk: Mrs Caro Slaymaker 

• Parish Office: 2A Castle St, Nether Stowey, Bridgwater TA5 1LN 

• Telephone: 01278 733779 

• Email: clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk 

Website: http://netherstowey-pc.gov.uk/ 

Sedgemoor District Council 

Website: https://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/ 

Our Ward Councillors are:  

Michael Caswell  

Tel: 01278 652043 – email: Michael.Caswell@sedgemoor.gov.uk 

Julie Pay 

Tel: 01278 732956 – email:  Julie.Pay@sedgemoor.gov.uk 

Somerset County Council 

Our Councillors are:  

Michael Caswell 

Tel: 01278 652043 – email: mike.caswell@somerset.gov.uk 

Brian Bolt 

Tel: 07970 855990 – email: brian.bolt@somerset.gov.uk 

Our local MP for Bridgwater and West Somerset is  

Mr Ian Liddell Grainger 

Tel: 01278 458383 

Email: ianlg@parliament.uk, Website: https://liddellgrainger.org.uk/ 

mailto:clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk
http://netherstowey-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.sedgemoor.gov.uk/
mailto:Michael.Caswell@sedgemoor.gov.uk
mailto:Julie.Pay@sedgemoor.gov.uk
mailto:mike.caswell@somerset.gov.uk
mailto:brian.bolt@somerset.gov.uk
mailto:ianlg@parliament.uk
https://liddellgrainger.org.uk/
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Local Facilities 

Recycling Centres: 

The nearest recycling centres are: 

• Bridgwater (Saltlands) Recycling Centre, Saltlands Avenue, Chilton Trinity, TA6 3JS 

• Williton Recycling Centre, Roughmoor Industrial Estate, Williton TA4 4RF 

A full list of all recycling centres within Sedgemoor District can be found at: 

https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres/ 

Household Waste Collections 

Household waste is collected on Fridays with recycling waste being collected weekly and household 

and being collected on alternate weeks. Garden waste is collected alternate Thursdays. 

https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/ 

Quantock Medical Centre 

The Medical Centre was established in 1970, replacing Surgeries that had been held in other parts of 

the village, including the Toll House. In addition to the provision 

of GP services it houses a Dispensary and treatment rooms with 

excellent Nursing Staff.  

• Reception 01278 732696  

• Dispensary 01278 733385 (9 –10:30 & 3-5 pm) 

• Out of hours call the NHS on 111 or N.H.S: Direct on 

0845 46 47  

Web site: https://quantockmedicalcentre.gpsurgery.net/ 

The Thomas Poole Library 

Situated in the original village school building in Castle Street, built 

by Tom Poole in 1812. the Library took over the building when the 

new school was built in 1975. 

Whether you love to read, enjoy listening to books on CD, watch 

DVDs, have a passion for research or need to complete a school 

project, the library has resources for all ages, including a huge range 

of picture books and large print books with volunteer staff available to help you and your family. Come 

in and enjoy a cup of tea, coffee or hot chocolate (donations welcome) and sit and chat with friends. 

There is no silence policy!!  

Not only does the library have books, it also offer other 

activities on a regular basis; Storytime for pre-schoolers on 

Monday mornings, Knit and Natter on Wednesday 

mornings, Mahjong every 1st and 3rd Monday afternoon 

of the month, Play Reading on the 1st Friday of the month.  

Second-hand book sales are held every 2nd Saturday of 

the month, monthly talks and presentations by guest 

speakers on a wide variety of topics, plant sales twice a 

year and there is also offer a magazine swap.  Dates will be 

advertised once confirmed. 

https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres/
https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/
https://quantockmedicalcentre.gpsurgery.net/
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Wi-Fi access is free to library members and you can use your own tablet, phone or the two new HP 

Windows 10 computers during library opening hours. Printing services are available for a small charge. 

There is free online access to Ancestry.co.uk which unlocks 1 billion searchable UK family history 

records so if you fancy delving into your family history, then come along and explore.  

Electronic books and magazines are also available to download for free from the LibrariesWest 

website using your library card and PIN.  

We always welcome ideas for how the library can be relevant to your life. This is a centre for the village 

community and the more voices involved, the better we can serve your needs.  

The Thomas Poole Library is run solely by volunteers. If you would like to volunteer your support in 

the Library, or behind the scenes or help at events, the Chairman or Membership Secretary will be 

very pleased to hear from you.  

• Library: 01278 732741  

• Chairman: 01278 732518  

• Membership: 01278 733208 

Web site: https://www.thomaspoolelibrary.org.uk/ 

Nether Stowey Primary School 

The school believes that children who enjoy school learn best. They want all 

children to look forward to school; to feel safe and secure, whilst motivated 

through stimulating learning experiences to do their best – regardless of their 

abilities. Children should develop strong social skills too; becoming 

increasingly aware of the feelings and needs of others and how their 

behaviour impacts on those around them. 

 

Our school vison and values are absolutely vital in all that we do.Nether Stowey Church of England 

Primary School inspires a love of learning in all of us with Christian values at our heart. Our school 

community is a safe, caring friendly place where 

everyone is welcome. We give all children and staff 

the opportunity and encouragement to aim high and 

develop their strengths and interests. We strive to 

understand, respect and value each other, our school, 

our community and the world we live in. 

Nether Stowey Church of England Primary School 

values are: Thankfulness, Fellowship, Endurance, 

Peace, Trust and Charity 

These values have a half-termly focus which ties in with our assembly themes, learning in class and all 

collective worship. By the time children leave Nether Stowey to go to Secondary School, they should 

be confident, independent learners. The school aims to develop the skills necessary for the children 

as successful adults, whatever path they choose to follow.  

• Headteacher: Mrs Chloe Holt  

https://www.netherstowey.somerset.sch.uk/ 

 

https://www.thomaspoolelibrary.org.uk/
https://www.netherstowey.somerset.sch.uk/
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY  

Local Police 

• Emergencies: 999 or for non-emergency: 101 

• Antisocial behaviour: 0800 298 2009 

• Vandalism on the Quantock Hills: 101  

• Household noise problems (Environmental Health): 0300 303 7806 

• Email: environmental.services@sedgemoor.gov.uk 

• Our Police Community Support Office is 7628 Jason Wyatt. Mobile: 07802874663 

Village Agent  

Employed by the Community Council for Somerset, a charitable organisation that exists to support 

rural communities, the Village Agent project is funded primarily by the Big Lottery and its remit is to 

make it easier for people in our villages to access the information and/services which they need. The 

VA works in collaboration with local statutory bodies such as Parish Councils and also community and 

voluntary groups.   Individuals may contact the VA for a variety of reasons – queries about benefit 

entitlements, home safety, health and wellbeing, transport, housing, and so on, especially when they 

are not sure where to find the appropriate source of help.  

• Sarah Bennett 

• Email: sarahb@somersetrcc.org.uk 

• Web site: www.somersetrcc.org.uk 

Social Media 

The village has several pages on Facebook at: 

Stowey News 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/566571313826132/?multi_permalinks=1092192607930664 

• Nether Stowey 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/netherstowey 

• Nether Stowey buy, sell and advertise: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1709750486019077 

There is also a page on www.NextDoor.co.uk 

 

Quantock Messenger Community Magazine 

Our community magazine is published 10 time a year and costs £5 per year subscription.  The magazine 

provides updates on the activities of our organisations as well as containing advertisements for local 

businesses, traders and suppliers 

editor@quantockmessenger.org.uk 

advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk 

 

mailto:environmental.services@sedgemoor.gov.uk
mailto:sarahb@somersetrcc.org.uk
http://www.somersetrcc.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/566571313826132/?multi_permalinks=1092192607930664
https://www.facebook.com/groups/netherstowey
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1709750486019077
http://www.nextdoor.co.uk/
mailto:editor@quantockmessenger.org.uk
mailto:advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk
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Village Organisations 

We are very proud of the number and variety of social activities and groups in the village. Most of 

these groups are run by volunteers and are often looking for help to ensure they can continue to 

flourish. If you wish to get involved or think that you can help out in anyway then please get in touch 

with the contacts below. 

Allotment Association 

The site is somewhat challenging as it is subjected to high winds and partly 

shaded by surrounding trees but is capable of producing quality produce given 

the right amount of care and effort.  We have an arrangement with a local 

horse owner for regular deliveries of horse manure which is available to all on 

the site free of charge.  The site is managed by the plot holders on an informal 

basis and help and advice is available from the experienced gardeners among 

the group.  Sheds are not permitted on the site but poly tunnels are 

acceptable, providing they are well anchored.  The current plot holders range 

from very experienced to novices but all are devoted to growing their own and 

reaping the health and fitness benefits from being outdoors 

• bruce.roper@btinternet.com 

 

Coleridge Cottage 

The 17th-century cottage was home to Samuel Coleridge for three years, from 

1797. It was during his time here in Somerset that Coleridge wrote his finest 

works, including 'The Rime of the Ancient Mariner', 'Kubla Khan', 'Frost at 

Midnight', 'Christabel' and 'This Lime Tree Bower my Prison'. Working with 

William Wordsworth on their collection of poetry Lyrical Ballads, it was here in 

the wild west Somerset landscape that the literary movement of Romanticism 

was born.  

Coleridge Cottage has a rich and fascinating history, from a humble Georgian 

home to its transformation into ‘Moore’s Coleridge Cottage Inn’ during the Victorian era. Following a 

major redevelopment project in 2011, you can now explore the wildflower garden, and rooms of the 

cottage never previously open to the public, which have been recreated as though Coleridge and his 

young family had just stepped out of the door 

• Telephone: 01278 732662 

 

Friends of Nether Stowey School 

We are a group of parents, teachers and local individuals who have a keen interest in helping to raise 

money for the children at the school. School budgets are constantly under pressure and there are 

always things, essentials and little extras, that the children would benefit from - that's where we try 

to help! 

Generally we run two events each year - a Summer Fair and a Christmas Fair - the whole community 

are always made welcome and we have had amazing support from local businesses over the years. 

We are always looking to welcome new members - many hands make light work after all - we try and 

meet to talk through fundraising ideas and plan events a few times a year and then ask for as many 

volunteers as possible to help at events. 

• Email: fonss1819@gmail.com 

mailto:bruce.roper@btinternet.com
mailto:fonss1819@gmail.com
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Knit and Natter 

The group meet in the Library from 10am -12pm on a Wednesday. Everyone who 

comes is greeted by those already present and it is a very informal, friendly and 

helpful (if you need knitting advice from anyone who is good at patterns etc).  

Some of the group also do crochet and embroidery as well as those who knit but 

always a good and chatty time.  

We do not take a register or pay a sub (we do pay 20p for tea/coffee and a biscuit). 

 

Nether Stowey Baby and Toddler Group 

Nether Stowey Baby and Toddler Group is a group for parents and carers with children aged 0-5. They 

meet every Tuesday morning 09.30-11.30 (term time only) at Nether Stowey Village Hall to let the 

children play and have a cup of tea! The session costs £3 per family and this includes tea/coffee, crafts 

and a drink and snack for the children.  

• Lucy Mayhew 07941393138 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1452376428362040 

 

Nether Stowey Football Club 

Nether Stowey Football Club has been in existence for over 100 years and offers 

football for boys and girls aged 5-16 as well as running senior teams in local 

Saturday and Sunday Leagues. They currently have around 100 junior players 

playing across 7 different age groups 

They are a charter standard club and would love to hear from anyone looking to 

get involved in football. There are opportunities for players, volunteers, coaches 

and spectators. 

• Chair: Nigel Waterman 01278 732310 and nigelwaterman4621@gmail.com 

• Seniors: Steve Easden 07788370014 and easden85ste@mail.com 

 

Nether Stowey Recreation Ground 

The recreation ground is your space to enjoy being active, either with a gentle stroll or something 

more physical.  It is a space accessible by everybody, young and old and whatever your physical ability. 

Young children can have fun on the swings, slides and climbing frame. Older children can challenge 

themselves on the skate ramp. 

The more active can take part in everything from basketball to football and various clubs use the 

recreation ground regularly for a variety of sporting activities. 

• Email: enquire@stowey.org.uk 

Web site: http://www.stowey.org.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1452376428362040
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1452376428362040
mailto:nigelwaterman4621@gmail.com
mailto:easden85ste@mail.com
mailto:enquire@stowey.org.uk
http://www.stowey.org.uk/
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The Nether Stowey Twinning Association 

For the past 23 years Nether Stowey has been twinned with a similar sized village 

in France called Theillay (tayay). This is a lovely, tranquil place about a third of the 

way down the country just off the Loire.  

For the last two decades the residents of both villages have visited each other, 

usually on a bi-annual basis, and have enjoyed a cross cultural friendship. Having 

said that, the two communities are very much the same except they make better 

wine and Nether Stowey, better beer. Visits usually take place over a weekend 

(Friday to Monday) and involve communal dinners, visits to local attractions and events and much 

wine and beer being consumed. 

Speaking French is not a requirement as there are plenty of people to translate and most of the French 

speak English. 

When not visiting each other, the Association runs fund raising events and over the years have had 

barbecues, boules competitions, quizzes and village themed suppers. 

All village residents are invited to join the Association. The annual subscription is £5.00 for a single 

and £10.00 for family membership. All ages are encouraged to join and now is the time to get the next 

generation involved. 

• Ian Pearson 01278 732228 

• John Graham 01278 734982 

 

Nether Stowey and Fiddington Women’s Institute 

The WI have been in the village for 98 years and are still flourishing. They offer fun and friendship, 

plus the chance to learn new skills and get involved within our community. The meetings are on the 

2nd Thursday of the month at which there are speakers or entertainment, a 

monthly magazine and access to online My WI with exclusive recipes, crafts, 

Denman at home offering lifestyle courses on line and so much more and of 

course a cuppa and natter!  

The WI also visit places of interest around the region, lunches and shopping. 

They actively campaign, most current being increasing stem cell donor 

registration, ending modern slavery, getting on board for a better bus service and the ground-breaking 

and significant campaign ending plastic soup has resulted in the National Federation Public Affairs 

team acting as APPG's Secretariat. In the 105-year history of the organisation, this is a first. 

If you are interested in making friends, campaigning on local and national issues or learning new skills 

get in touch either using the contact details below or just turn up at a meeting. You're always welcome 

and they would be delighted to see you. 

• Terry Binding 01278 732710 and tbinding7@gmail.com 

 

Quantock Beekeepers Association 

Quantock Beekeepers Association was set up as a division within the Somerset Beekeepers Association 

in 2008.  Our aim is to share our enthusiasm in beekeeping within a friendly and supportive group. 

Our numbers have increased to 120 full and associate members. 

mailto:tbinding7@gmail.com
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If you are not a member, but someone interested in bees, nature and the countryside, you would be 

welcome to come and join us at one of our meetings, it will not cost you anything and we will ensure 

that a bee suit is ready for you to borrow and explain any details that you may need to know. 

We meet every second Wednesday of the month (from March to October) at 7pm there will be a Drop 

in at the Apiary when you can join us in a cup of tea and ‘talk bees’. 

• Ken Edwards 01278 671544 and thebeesfly@outlook.com 

www.somersetbeekeepers.org/quantock 

 

Quantock Players 

Quantock Players meet twice a week, Monday’s and Wednesday’s, from September to early 

December, at the Village Hall at 7pm. Auditions are held in July and performances take place at the 

end of November/early December 

Initially juniors only meet on Mondays, then after half term they meet on Wednesdays. During 

November we also rehearse on Sundays from 2pm, and the.  

We realise that pantomime is a hobby with a difference as we only meet from September to 

December, for juniors it starts once a week, then twice, and for the last month on Sundays from 2pm 

as well. 

We encourage all ages to join us either by taking part in the cast or helping backstage.  Often our 

pantomime is the first involvement that anyone has with live entertainment, and many of our juniors 

have continued their involvement with amateur dramatics long after they have left, usually when they 

move on to further education.  We encourage all ages to get involved and it is great to see how they 

grow in confidence from being very shy to, in some cases, taking a part in the show. And that doesn’t 

only apply to juniors! We explain to our juniors that not everyone can stand on a stage and perform!  

Contact Mike, (chairman) 01278 732195 or Wendy Hobbs 01278 733197.  

 

Quantock Quilters 

Our small village group is a varied mix of friendly ladies, some are beginners, some 

are more experienced. What we share is a feel for fabric and a sense of humour.  

Beginners are very welcome, and we will help you progress with your projects. 

Sewing can be by hand or machine. 

At present we meet on 2nd and 4th Monday of each month 10.00am to 1.00pm 

at St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey.  

• Anna 01278 652307 

• Gill 01278 733709 

• Meg 01278 733709  

 

Stowey Bears (pre-school) 

Stowey Bears is a small village pre-school for children aged from 2 years old to rising 

5’s and are located adjacent to Nether Stowey Primary School. Stowey Bears provide a 

welcoming nurturing environment that enables children to reach their full potential, 

including outdoor woodland learning, mindfulness and yoga sessions along with a wide 

variety of learning experiences.  

mailto:thebeesfly@outlook.com
http://www.somersetbeekeepers.org/quantock
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At Stowey bears they aim to ensure that each child: 

▪ is in a safe and stimulating environment 

▪ is given generous care and attention due to the ratio of qualified staff to children as well as 

volunteer helpers 

▪ has the chance to join in with other children and adults to live, play, work and learn together 

▪ is helped to take forward her/his learning and development by being helped to build on what 

she/he already knows and can do 

▪ has a personal key person who makes sure each child makes satisfying progress 

▪ is in a setting that sees parents as partners in helping each child to learn and develop 

▪ is in a setting in which parents help to shape the service it offers. 

Stowey Bears are open term time only from 8.50am to 3.20pm, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday and Friday mornings 8.50am-11.50pm. They accept the universal 15-hour funding as well as 

the 30-hour extended funding, 2-year-old funding and pupil premium for those eligible. 

• Lisa Cripwell, Pre-School Manager 01278 734 636 and stoweybearspreschool@outlook.com 

http://www.stoweybearspreschool.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Stoweybears 

 

Stowey Gardeners 

If you love gardens or gardening  

• Enjoy hearing about or visiting beautiful gardens 

• Want to pick up lots of tips or add to your garden 

knowledge 

• Enjoy a social gathering of enthusiasts 

• Like listening to experts on a wide variety of gardening subjects. 

Then join our monthly club. The Club meets monthly at the Church Centre on the 3rd Thursday of the 

month at 7 for 7.30 pm. Membership is £15 per year but the first visit is free. 

• Secretary, Lucy Haswell 01278 671298 and shbassoon@aol.com 

• Chair, Juliet Harkness 01278 733245 and julietharkness@gmail.com 

Web site: https://sites.google.com/site/stoweygardeners 

Stowey Shuttle  

This is our local community travel schemes operated by volunteer drivers driving their own vehicles. 

It is designed to help people who have difficulty using public transport or who must travel to or from 

locations where there is no public transport available. 

The types of journey this scheme is designed to support are Primarily health and care-related 

appointments and if we have the capacity things such as shopping in town. 

It is available to residents in the Parishes of Nether and Over Stowey who need to make journeys in 

the local area. 

The cost to the passenger is worked out on miles travelled and they will be told this before completing 

their booking. The drivers offer their time freely and in return receive expenses in respect of the 

mileage they incur. 

We require at least 48 hours notice to set up the lifts. 

Telephone:  07943923742 

mailto:stoweybearspreschool@outlook.com
http://www.stoweybearspreschool.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Stoweybears
mailto:shbassoon@aol.com
mailto:julietharkness@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/site/stoweygardeners
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Stowey Green Spaces 

The Stowey Green Spaces Group are an independently constituted community 

organisation that began in late 2016 and has developed to care for the green spaces of 

the surrounding areas and linking routes between them in order to maximise 

community interest in, and introduce visitors to, our wider surroundings.  

Members of SGSG are licensed by Somerset County Council to manage Stowey Wood, 

the Millennium Wood and the Diamond Jubilee Wood for the benefit of the natural 

environment. 

We have a regular Stowey Volunteers group working in the green spaces as well as a monthly Litter 

Pick group.  We very much welcome new participants.  

Our green spaces include Nether Stowey Recreation Ground; Millennium Wood; Jubilee Wood; 

Stowey Wood; The Mount; Verges, paths and wooded areas along the A39; Public 

Rights of Way (footpaths and bridleways); area between Banneson Road and 

Memorial Gate; Nether Stowey Plot 173; The Old A39; the pedestrian lanes 

throughout Nether Stowey; Barn Close; waterways; rough woodland between the  

Recreation Ground and the A39; Village Hall area; any other green areas and 

throughways in the locality of Nether and Over Stowey.  

• Judith Greig 01278 732483 and mrsjudithgreig@gmail.com 

• stoweygreenspaces@stowey.org.uk  

• Web site: https://stowey.org.uk/stoweygreenspaces/ 

 

Stowey Walking 

Stowey Walking is the Walkers are Welcome group for Nether 

Stowey and Over Stowey. Walkers are Welcome is a 

community led national accreditation of villages and towns 

that go that extra mile to welcome walkers to their town or 

village for the benefit of the local economy.  

There is a wealth of wonderful walks to be discovered close by to the villages. Nether Stowey is at the 

foot of the Quantock Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the local Somerset coast abounds 

with Jurassic fossils at Kilve and new wetland habitats for migratory birds and other animals at Steart 

Marshes.  

Stowey Walking promotes walking for both local residents and visitors. They 

liaise regularly with Somerset County Council Rights of Way and the Quantock 

Hills AONB to ensure footpaths are maintained and improved. The website has 

a wealth of information on local walks and other local facilities such as shops 

and pubs and a page of nine downloadable walks in the local area. The walk 

leaflets are also available for a small donation at Nether Stowey Post Office, The 

Thomas Poole Library in Nether Stowey and the Nether Stowey Parish Council 

office.  

They also run weekly Health Walks in conjunction with the Quantock Medical Centre and Somerset 

Sports and Activity Partnership. The Health Walks are open to anyone who would like to go for regular, 

gentle guided walks with others. 

In the summer they run an annual walking festival, The Quantock Hills Walking Festival. A variety of 

walks are available led by volunteers from different local organisations such as the Quantock Hills 

mailto:mrsjudithgreig@gmail.com
mailto:stoweygreenspaces@stowey.org.uk
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AONB Service and Sedgemoor Ramblers. What better way to get to know our beautiful local 

countryside with the help of experienced local guides. 

• enquiries@stoweywalking.co.uk 

• Web site: www.stoweywaking.co.uk 

 

Wednesday Club 

The Wednesday Club meets weekly at St Mary's Church Centre from 10am - 2pm with morning coffee 

on arrival, some activities during the morning, maybe a quiz or games session, a themed meeting, or 

a guest speaker. Also members have shared thoughts about a favourite book or poem. A hot lunch is 

provided from the school kitchen, followed by a cuppa and chat, before everyone goes home. 

The Management Committee consists of five people and the weekly sessions are staffed by volunteers 

on a rota basis. The majority of funding comes from a grant from the Somerset Community Foundation 

for Active Living. 

The Club is open to older residents who would like to join with others for regular company and 

activities, who may have a disability or find their mobility is now somewhat limited. Transport can be 

arranged for members who cannot walk or drive to the Church Centre, with the transport being 

provided by regular volunteers. 

A small fee towards running costs and lunch is required, but fund raising sessions are sometimes held 

to help with this, ie 'New to you Auctions'.  

A potential member will be visited at home to ensure that they will fit in well with the existing group. 

Our maximum number is 15 or 16 as there is limited space in the Church Centre Lounge. 

• Margaret Harrison 01278 741230 and nmharrison230@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:enquiries@stoweywalking.co.uk
http://www.stoweywaking.co.uk/
mailto:nmharrison230@btinternet.com
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