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MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON MONDAY 23 JANUARY 2023 AT 7.00pm 

AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Present: Parish Councillors  John Roberts (Chairman) 

Stephen Bradford 

Kevin Ferriday 

Barbara Rich 

In Attendance: Caro Slaymaker (Parish Clerk) 

 1 member of the public 

P-0183 Public Session 

No issues were raised. 

P-0184 Apologies 

Cllr Falla had sent apologies as he was unwell. Cllr Hogg and Cllr Jeanes had also sent 

apologies as there were engaged elsewhere and Cllr Everett was away. Their absences 

were approved. 

P-0185 Declarations of Interest 

There were no relevant declarations. 

P-0186 Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24 May 2021 were approved as a 

true record and signed by the Chairman. 

P-0187 Planning Ref: 36/22/00024 – Inwood Farm, Nether Stowey 

Proposal: Change of use of agricultural field for the provision of caravan pitches and 

continuation of existing caravan site for use by HPC workers until 31st December 

2025. Erection of welfare building and bus shelter. Retention of 4no. buildings for 

holiday accommodation. Development of a footpath from site to Nether Stowey 

village. 

It was agreed to send comments. A copy of the response is appended to these minutes. 

P-0188 Next Planning Committee Meeting 

To be advised. 
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Ref: 36/22/00024 – Inwood Farm, Nether Stowey 
Change of use of agricultural field for the provision of caravan pitches and continuation of existing 
caravan site for use by HPC workers until 31st December 2025. Erection of welfare building and bus 
shelter.  
 
Comments: 

Although the idea of a large caravan park on the edge of the village is not pleasant, the Parish Council 
accepts that a temporary caravan park reduces the impact of workers seeking rented 
accommodation in the village, which would increasing local prices/rents and would exacerbate the 
already critical parking situation within the village area. 

Furthermore as the contractors would use the already existing bus links it is accepted that there will 
not be any real  increase in the traffic using the A39. 

The Parish Council have consulted with the Quantock Medical Centre and the Council accept their 
opinion that the proposed application will not adversely impact of the services they provide to the 
local community. It is accepted that the contractors are unlikely to be accompanied by families and 
there will therefore be no impact on the school. 

However, the Parish Council is concerned by the effect of the proposed caravan site on the 
landscape. The existing site is highly visible from numerous points in the surrounding area. Although 
not in the AONB, Nether Stowey is considered a Quantock village and part of the setting of the 
AONB. The existing site, with light reflecting off the caravan roofs, is like a beacon, it cannot be 
missed from many locations . The screening that was a condition of the original application 
(36/18/00006, condition 6) including from the Quantock Hills. has never been implemented. The 
Parish Council consider that this issue needs to be properly addressed as the first step in 
development by mass planting of large mature trees that will provide immediate screening. If the site 
is only to be used for 2-3 years immature trees will not make any difference. The planting should be 
closely monitored by the Planning Authority and failing trees should be replaced immediately. 

To further mitigate the problem the Parish Council proposes that any caravans supplied to workers 
should have roofs with a matt finish in dull browns/greens to blend into the landscape.  

The Parish Council also have concerns about light pollution and the effect on the night sky. The 
Council request a condition that the lighting is designed as sympathetically as possible to minimise 
light pollution, to minimise obtrusive lighting, with only that which essential for safe pedestrian 
movement and site security at night, warm white colour spectrum LED lighting rather than cold white 
(the former being more wildlife friendly for bats and other nocturnal animals). 

Footpath BW 16/18: the Parish Council asks that consideration be given to diverting this footpath 
away from the caravan site, at least during the construction phase, in the interests of the safety and 
security of both walkers and caravan residents. 

Retention of 4no. buildings for holiday accommodation.  

The Parish Council have no objection to the relocation of the approved wedding accommodation. 
However the Parish Council requests the reiteration of Condition 3 of the original application 
(36/20/00008) restricting the buildings to business use only and for holiday purposes and should not 
be allowed to become general residential accommodation in the future.  

Development of a footpath from site to Nether Stowey village. 

The Parish Council supports this proposal as the proposed path will facilitate safe pedestrian traffic 
between the site and Nether Stowey village which is not available at the present time. Also the route 
of the path will enable walkers to access the access the public rights of way already existing to the 
north of the A39 road.  

TASK ORDER W058-V008 EXTENSION TO QUANTOCK LAKES CARAVAN PARK 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
States: 
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“Decommissioning phase - assumed to be 3-4 months. Any redundant caravans would be removed 
from the site whilst strategic green infrastructure indicated on the Landscape Design Plan would 
be retained.” 

 
Whereas: 

“6.2.3 Potential Effects during Decommissioning  
Decommissioning of the Proposed Development would reverse of effects of the Proposed 
Development during construction and operation (described previously), returning the Proposed 
Development site to a pasture field within a 3-4 months’ decommissioning period. The 
decommissioning works would include the removal of caravans and ground reinforcements 
reinstating the land to pasture. Landscape element (perimeter trees and hedgerows, as well as 
any landscape mitigation that can be retained permanently) would be protected through the 
Decommissioning period.” 

 
The two sections of the application quoted appear to contradict themselves as to the 
decommissioning process. The Parish Council would like to see a condition imposed that the land 
should be returned to agricultural use once the decommissioning phase has been completed as this 
will clarify the position now and for the future. 
 


