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NETHER STOWEY PARISH

The Annual Parish Meeting is a meeting of the Parish electorate. It is not a Parish Council meeting.
The Parish Council Chairman calls and chairs the meeting. The Annual Parish Meeting must be
held between March 1st and June 1st (LGA 1972, sch 12, para 14). There is no prescribed format
for this meeting and its recommendations are not binding on the Parish Council.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 15 MAY 2023 AT 7.00pm AT THE CHURCH CENTRE

Present: Councillors

Kevin Ferriday (Chairman) Stephen Bradford
Colin Falla Margaret Hogg
Andrew Jeanes Barbara Rich

Terry Yarwood
Somerset Council  ClIr Michael Caswell

Approximately 11 residents
In Attendance: Caro Slaymaker, Clerk to the Parish Council
1. Welcome

Kevin Ferriday, Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council, welcomed all attending to the meeting.
He introduced himself as the chair of the meeting in the absence of John Roberts who had
resigned from the Parish Council and was away. Owing to the number of bank holidays this
month there were few Mondays, and that was why it had been decided to hold the Annual
Parish Meeting on the same evening as the Annual Parish Council meeting which would follow
straight after. He hoped that people would understand the need for brevity.

He gave notice that the meeting would be recorded, for the purpose of writing the minutes
only, and the recording would be deleted immediately thereafter. He asked that anyone
speaking gave their name and address, in case there was a vote during the meeting.

2. Apologies

Apologies had been received from Rev Eleanor King, Mrs Sharon Mayell and ClIr Penny
Everett.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting, held on 23 May 2022, had been published,
were agreed and were signed by the Chairman.

4. Chairman’s Report

The Chairman announced the retirement of Cllr John Roberts, as Vice Chairman would
therefore give his report. The Annual Parish Meeting is an opportunity to reflect on the vibrant
life of Nether Stowey and all the various groups and organisations. Most of them had produced
reports which were available at the meeting. Chairman gave a summary of the Parish Council’s
Report for the past year, summarising the Council’s activities and recording the Council’s
thanks to many residents for their services to the community. A copy of the full report is
appended to these minutes.

He asked if there were any questions or comments. A member of the public asked if the Parish
Council knew how many were on the housing list. The Housing Needs Assessment had given a
number of 34, of which 16 would be provided at the Cricketer development.
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5. Community Reports

Community reports were available at the meeting or later by e-mail or from the Parish Office
and website at www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk/about/annual-parish-meetings/.

6. Items for Discussion

Mrs Jones, representing the Nether Stowey Village Hall and Recreation Ground, talked of the
difficulties the CIO were having to secure planning permission for the Stowey Centre. Although
all the reports had been completed, they had not been signed off. In the meantime they risked
losing substantial funding, without which the project would fail. It seems that County were
dragging their heels at every turn. Cllr Jeanes said it took four months to get a response from
County, and it was just not good enough. All the boxes were ticked and the case officer was
happy, but the County Ecologist had not signed off his bit. He had had the report for nearly 12
weeks. Cllr Caswell said he would take it up on the CIO’s behalf.

There were no other matters raised.

The Chairman thanked all for attending and the meeting closed at 7.20 pm
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CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2023
Monday 15 May at 7pm at Nether Stowey Church Centre

The Annual Parish meeting is an opportunity to show the vibrant life in Nether Stowey, with our
array of village groups and their activities. A number of people and organisations have reported
their activities for the past year and these reports and others are on display for you to read.
Please help yourself to copies — we haven’t printed too many, but if we run out we can e-mail
one or you can collect from the Parish Office and there is a list you can sign up to on the table.

| first need to give apologies from the Chairman John Roberts, who is away. | also sadly have to
announce that he has decided to retire from the Parish Council after over 16 years as a
Councillor and later Vice-Chairman and as Chairman for the last 8 years. John made many
contributions to the village during his time as a councillor
and | would like to highlight two particular items. Firstly the
fantastic work John and Mary did in organising the May Fair
for many, many years and secondly John’s unwavering
commitment and hard work to ensure delivery of the
affordable housing within the village. We will greatly miss
his leadership and depth of knowledge, and we wish him
and Mary a happy retirement.

We were also sorry to say good-bye to Julie Pay who had
been one of our Sedgemoor District Councillors for many
years. Julie was always very interested in the affairs of
Nether Stowey and a great advocate for us at the District
Council. She decided not to stand as a Councillor for the
new Somerset Council which in came into being in April —
on which more later. We also welcome Councillor Brian Bolt as our new Somerset Councillor —
and thank ClIr Mike Caswell who has stayed with us through the turbulence.

Chaifﬁan John Roberts

During the year we have also had to say farewell to two former Chairmen, Tony Rich, and Peter
Greig, who both died recently and are both fondly remembered.

There are also a lot of local people beavering away for the village who get little recognition. So
can | say thank you to Tony Edney and his team who look after the clock, Kevin Dinham who
keeps the toilets clean, Jeff Hopkins who keeps the Cross and car park tidy, and lastly the hard-
working volunteers of Stowey Green Spaces who give up their time for the work they do around
the village keeping looking after and improving our green spaces. The Library continues to be a
great success and we thank them for all they do.

I would also like to pay tribute to the phenomenal hard work of the Nether Stowey Village Hall
and Recreation Ground ClO: they have made continued progress towards the new Stowey
Centre, despite the frustrations of the planning system.

The Stowey Shuttle continues to keep villagers on the move, ready to help when needed again
manned by volunteers.

PARISH COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

During the year we welcomed to new members to the Council. Steve Bradford joined us in
January and Terry Yarwood in April. This brought us, for the first time for ages, to a full
complement, if only fleetingly, as John’s retirement creates a new vacancy. So if you care about
the village and the people in it, please think about joining us — whether you have been in the
village forever, or arrived more recently, you will have something to offer to help make this a
wonderful community to live in.
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Our big challenge at the moment is grappling with the new Somerset Council which has
merged the County and District councils. Information is still patchy and new systems are
bedding in, which is not ideal, but hopefully we will get there in the end.

This time last year we were in turmoil as it appeared the affordable housing at the new Cricketer
Development was going to disappear. However we persisted and thanks to the hard work and
co-operative approach by all parties, additional funding was found and the houses were finally
handed over to Somerset Council last month. The first four houses will be ready in the next few
weeks.

During the summer we arranged some important restoration work to the
bellcote of the Clock Tower, replacing rotten timber, resecuring the bell
and repainting everything. Even the cock on the weathervane had a face lift.
John Roberts brilliantly masterminded the project and used his excellent
woodworking talents to precisely cut and shape all the individual pieces
that make up the bellcote.

We have had less success with the gym/climbing frame we so hoped to
install this summer to provide more for older children in the village.
Although we had more or less got all the funding in place, including
£9,500 form the National Lottery, unfortunately the Recreation Grounds
had to withdraw their agreement to site it on the Playing Field, because of

their own building plans. We hope to be able to something else in the Clock Tower bellcote
future, possibly in another location, providing we can find funding partners during refurbishment
again.

GRANTS

The Parish Council is always keen to support local groups and activities which enrich the lives
of so many of our community. In the last twelve months we awarded grants to local groups
including support for Stowey Green Spaces, the Women’s Walk, and the Quantock Medical
Centre. The Parish Council also funded the laser show which was the grand finale to the Jubilee
celebrations at Party in the Park. As is traditional, we have also given Coronation mugs to all the
children at Nether Stowey School, Stowey Bears and have offered more to Nether Stowey
children at the Baby and Toddlers Group. There will be a few mugs left over for Parish children
up to Primary School age, who go to school elsewhere. Please contact Caro for details.

HINKLEY POINT PROJECT

Councillors attended numerous meetings organized by EDF and the District Council to discuss
matters concerned with project and to squeeze out whatever community benefit we can to
mitigate the effects on the village. To this end HPC contributed funding towards the affordable
housing at Cricket and have paid the Village Hall to rent their car park, to reduce the congestion
at Lime Street and Coleridge Road. And we are grateful for the community bus service they
provide.

Thank you all for coming.
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Group of Nether Stowey children with their Coronation Mugs
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