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NETHER STOWEY PARISH

The Annual Parish Meeting is a meeting of the Parish electorate. It is not a Parish Council meeting.
The Parish Council Chairman calls and chairs the meeting. The Annual Parish Meeting must be
held between March 1st and June 1st (LGA 1972, sch 12, para 14). There is no prescribed format
for this meeting and its recommendations are not binding on the Parish Council.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY 13 MAY 2024 AT 6.30pm AT THE CHURCH CENTRE

Present:
Councillors Kevin Ferriday (Chairman) Louise Brett
Colin Falla Margaret Hogg
Barbara Rich Terry Yarwood
Four residents
In Attendance: Caro Slaymaker, Clerk to the Parish Council

1. Welcome

Kevin Ferriday, Chairman of the Parish Council, welcomed all attending to the meeting.

2. Apologies
Apologies had been received from Cllr Andrew Jeanes, Rev Eleanor King and three
residents.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting, held on 15 May 2023, had been published,
were agreed and were signed by the Chairman.

4. Chairman’s Report

The Annual Parish Meeting is an opportunity to reflect on the vibrant life of Nether Stowey
and all the various groups and organisations. Most of them had produced reports which
were available at the meeting and on the Parish Council website. They would also be
available from the Parish Office. The Chairman gave a summary of the Parish Council’s
Report for the past year, summarising the Council’s activities and recording the Council’s
thanks to many residents and local groups for their services to the community. A copy of
the full report is appended to these minutes.

5. Community Reports

Community reports were available at the meeting or later by e-mail or from the Parish
Office and website at www.netherstowey-pc.gov.uk/about/annual-parish-meetings/.

6. Items for Discussion

There were no matters raised.

The Chairman thanked all for attending and the meeting closed at 6.40 pm
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CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2024
MONDAY 13 MAY AT 6.30PM AT NETHER STOWEY CHURCH CENTRE

The Annual Parish meeting is an opportunity to show the vibrant life in Nether
Stowey, with our array of village groups and their activities. A number of people and
organisations have reported their activities for the past year and these reports and
others are on display for you to read. Please help yourself to copies — we haven’t
printed too many, but if we run out we can e-mail one or you can collect from the
Parish Office and there is a list you can sign up to on the table.

There are also a lot of local people working for the betterment of the village who get
little recognition. So can | say thank you to Tony Edney and his team who look after
the clock, , Jeff Hopkins who keeps the Cross and car park tidy, and lastly the hard-
working volunteers of Stowey Green Spaces who give up their time for the work they
do around the village keeping looking after and improving our green spaces. The
Library continues to be a great success and we thank them for all they do.

| would also like to pay tribute to the ongoing work of the Nether Stowey Village Hall
and Recreation Ground CIO: they have made continued progress towards the new
Stowey Centre, despite the frustrations of the planning system.

The Stowey Shuttle and it great team of coordinators and drivers continue to help
villagers with transport needs.

Parish Council activities

| would like to welcome our new councillor Lou Brett and to note the sad death of
Penny Everett, to say farewell to Stephen Bradford as he and Nicki moved to
pastures new and to thank Ella Williams for her brief but helpful tenure.

It has been a fairly quiet time for the Parish Council with most of the year and our
efforts being dominated by both the introduction of the Unitary Council and the
financial emergency which Somerset Council declared. It is still far from clear what
Somerset Council services will look like in the future and even less clear which
services, and possibly assets, might be devolved to the Parish Council.

We do have some positive notes, the affordable houses in the Cricketer development
are now being delivered and occupied with more to come later in the Summer.

We have also installed four trash grilles on the brook at Castle Street and St Mary
Street to help prevent blockages in the culverts that caused flooding during the
autumn and also in previous years.

We have continued to represent the Parish’s interests at the various Hinkley Point
fora.

We have worked with the Quantock Medical Centre for the surgery to become an
Asset of Community Value.
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On planning, we monitor and comment on all planning applications and continue to
make representations on behalf of the Parish about the major applications currently
going through the system. To this end | will be attending the Development
Committee meeting tomorrow to restate our objections to the second phase at
Cricketer Farm. We have also lobbied for a speedy decision on the plans at the
Playing Field.

The Parish Council is always keen to support local groups and activities which enrich
the lives of so many of our community. In the last twelve months we have awarded
grants to local groups including support for Stowey Green Spaces, paid for the
resurfacing of the area around the slide at the children’s play area at the Playing
Field, made contributions to the Church towards Christmas hampers and the
restoration off Tom Poole’s grave, and gave two grants to Nether Stowey School, one
for gym/play equipment and the other for ICT equipment. If your organisation would
like to apply for a grant, please contact Caro for details or there is information on our
website on the Local Organisations page.

| hope that everyone has seen the new Parish Council website. The new website has
a calendar of local events and | would encourage everyone and all groups to please
contribute by letting Caro know of forthcoming events. Not only does this offer a
chance to promote events but also helps groups with scheduling to avoid clashes.

Thank you all for coming.
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