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Front Cover & Inside:   Macmillan Coffee Morning - article on page 

7 / MP Sir Ashley Fox’s  visit with Stowey Green Spaces at The 

Thomas Poole Library and Millennium Wood - article on page 10 / 

Jubilee Apples . Picture courtesy of Terry Abbiss. A recipe for  Au-

tumn apple cake with Somerset brandy syrup by chef Evan Evans-

Jones can be found on page 13. 
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Your Quantock Messenger Team 
Please email articles/photos to: 

editor@quantockmessenger.org.uk 

Please email adverts to;  

advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk 

Sian      Editor       Email 

Jan      Editor       Email & 734561 

Richard Beer     Printer       732412 

Sally Dymock    Advertising      326394 

Molly Bradnor   Distribution      732166 

NOVEMBER 2025 

 

As always, many thanks to all our contributors.  

Please let us know if you have something to contribute — 

photos, local history, local walks, recipes, news of what’s 

going on in the villages — anything which may be of in-

terest to others. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

In the meantime, we hope you enjoy this month’s edition. 

Best wishes from the QM team. 
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Allotment Association 

Diane Faris    733180 

Coleridge Probus Club 

Geoff Parle 01278 653681  

Coleridge Cottage Tel: 732 662 

Friends of Coleridge 

Helen Boyles   helenmboyles@gmail.com 

Friends of Over Stowey Church 

Christopher Stone 732 907 

Friends of the Quantocks 

Mary ter Braak (01984) 656 633 

Friends of Nether Stowey School 

Lisa Rendle 732 508 

Music on the Quantocks: Fay Chilcott 

quantocks@live.co.uk 07938 728829  

Nether Stowey Art Group 

Rob Potter    07855546883 

Nether Stowey Football Club 

Chair:  Nigel Waterman 732 310  

Seniors:  Steve Easden 07788 370014  

Juniors: Nigel Waterman 732 310  

Minis: Richard Marriott 07890 451694 

Nether Stowey Playing Fields  

Committee - Jane Erskine 732 025 

Nether Stowey Short Mat Bowls 

Mark Howells  01278 733215 Chairperson 

Terry Binding 01278 732710 Secretary 

Email: nsshortmatbowls@gmail.com  

Nether Stowey Twinning Association 

Open to everyone. Ian Pearson 732 228 

Nether Stowey & Fiddington Women’s 

Institute 

Ruth Andrews 734  613 

Terry Binding 732710 

Over Stowey Cricket Club & 

Over Stowey Recreation Ground 

Les Biffin  732963 

 

  

Over Stowey Rights of  Way Group 

Richard Ince 733 237 

Over Stowey Social Club 

Patrick Tully 732944 or 07802697595  

Over Stowey Village Hall 

Jackie Barrow  07891 720565  

Bridget Tully 07970781087  

bridgetjtully@gmail.com  

Quantock National Landscape Office 

Fyne Court 

Tel: (01823)  451 884 

Quantock Beekeepers Association 

Ken Edwards 671 544 

Quantock Players 

Wendy Hobbs 733 197 

Quantock Quilters 

Anna Boulton   652309 

Quantock Tennis Club 

Robin Bendall 732 633 

Royal British Legion - N/Stowey &  

District        Viki Fielder 238 691 

Stogursey Forget-Me-Not Cafe 

Helen Cuttell 734 818 

Stowey Bears (pre-school) 

Tina Miller 734 636 

Stowey Book Club 

Alison Whittingham 732 446 

Stowey Gardeners 

Kate Houghton 07940 836139  

SGSG (Stowey Green Spaces Group)  

Roy Osborne  734604 

stoweygreenspaces@stowey.org.uk  

Stowey Walking 

Lynne Abbott 732 228 

Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey 

Sian Stafford 732 741   

Wednesday Club Barbara (732412) or 

Tina (732382) 

CLUBS & SOCIETIES  IN NETHER  STOWEY & OVER STOWEY 

mailto:nsshortmatbowls@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 

Police  (emergency: 999  or non-emergency: 101) 

Email somwestnptsedgemoor@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

PCSO Supervisor Lora Bray—7528@avonandsomerset.police.uk  

 PCSO Finlay Wallace 

Jake Dade (Hinkley issues only) @avonandsomerset.police.uk 

———————————————————————————————
Antisocial behaviour call 0800 298 2009 

Vandalism on the Quantock Hills call 101 

Household noise problems (Environmental Health) call 0845 408 2540 

———————————————————————————————
Somerset  Councillor:   

Michael Caswell    01278 652043  mike.caswell@somerset.gov.uk 
Brian Bolt               07970 855990          brian.bolt@somerset.gov.uk 

Nether Stowey Parish Council  / Over Stowey Parish Council 

Clerk: Caro Slaymaker     Clerk: Amanda McMurren 

01278 733779       01278 734689 

clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk     clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk      
——————————————————————————————
Bookings secretaries 

N/Stowey Church Centre Pat Stacey  01278 732518 (9am—9pm) 

O/Stowey Village Hall  Jackie Barrow 07891720565  

———————————————————————————————
Quantock Medical Centre (if closed call the NHS on 111) 

Reception  01278 732696     8am - 6:30pm (Mon-Fri) 

Dispensary 01278 733385      10am - 11.30am & 4pm - 5pm (Mon-Fri)                   

 Dispensary Collection     10am - 12pm & 4 - 6pm (Mon-Fri) 

somicb.quantock.mc@nhs.net  

https://quantockmedicalcentre.gpsurgery.net 

Cannington Health Centre (if closed call NHS on 111) 

Reception  01278 652 335 Prescription line  01278 651 311  

————————–—————————————————————— 

Other Community Facilities 

Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline  03454 040506  

The Thomas Poole Library       07734 968940   (Mon & Wed 10-1, Thurs 
3.30 - 6.30, Fri 10-1 & 2-5 and Sat 10-1) 

Quantock Hills National Landscape, Amanda Sampson - 01823 451884,   

quantockhills@somerset.gov.uk 

Community Car Scheme  Stowey Shuttle - 07943 923742 

Village Agent: Sarah Bennet, 07985 680269, 

mailto:7528@avonandsomersetpolice.uk
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DIARY DATES 2025

NSCC - Nether Stowey Church Centre  TPL - Thomas Poole Library 

OSVH - Over Stowey Village Hall     SGSG - Stowey Green Spaces Group 
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MacMillan Coffee Morning 2025 

 
On Friday 26th September Lynn Scales and Ruth Pickard host-

ed their annual coffee morning in support of this wonderful 

charity. A good time was had by friends and neighbours eat-

ing cake, drinking (tea and coffee!) and chatting to friends old 

and new. 

 

A big thankyou to everyone who made cakes, helped in the 

kitchen or in various other tasks on the day. Most of all, 

thanks to all those who came and helped raise a stunning 

£1339.65. You are amazing! 

 

Lynn and Ruth can’t wait to see what next year brings.  
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Registered Charity No 1181213 

WWW.THOMASPOOLELIBRARY.CO.UK 

Photo: Sophie Carver 

FREE DROP IN IT SUPPORT SESSIONS - We’re pleased to 

offer friendly, free drop-in IT support sessions at the library 

on the first Wednesday of every month. Whether you’re hav-

ing trouble with your smartphone, want help setting up an 

email account, or need guidance using online services, our 

knowledgeable volunteers are here to assist you — no ap-

pointment necessary. Bring your questions, devices, or curios-

ity, and we’ll do our best to support you. 

 

** WHAT’S ON ** 

 

IT SUPPORT SESSIONS - First Wednesday of the month, 

10am - 12noon. 
 

STORYTIME - Mondays (except bank holidays), 11am to 

11.30am. Aimed at babies and toddlers, Join us for a fun half 

hour of stories and nursery rhymes. 

 

CHESS TIME - Thursdays, 5pm to 6.30pm. Learn the basics, 

discover new moves and have fun! 

 

KNIT AND NATTER - Fridays, 10.30am to 12 noon. All ages 

and abilities are welcome! Just bring your own project which 

could be knitting, sewing, crochet, embroidery etc. or just 

come for a natter and see what others are working on. It’s a 
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terrific way to get inspired, pick-up new tips and make new 

friends. 

 

SECOND HANDBOOK SALES IN “THE SHED” - Saturdays, 

10.30am to 1pm. We have a wide range of good condition 

fiction, non-fiction, and children’s books.  All donations con-

tribute to the running costs of the library. 

 

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS – 1st and 3rd Saturday of the 

month, 10am to 12.30pm. No experience necessary and all 

equipment provided. 

 

BOOK GROUP – Enjoy reading? Come and join the Library 

Reading Group - all are welcome!  This is a fun, low key read-

ing group that meets in the library 2pm - 3pm on the last Fri-

day of each month.  

 

 

NETHER STOWEY ART’S EVENING’S - A MINI FESTIVAL  

Wednesday 12th November - Painting the Quantocks 

Wednesday 19th November - Charles Dickens and His Legacy 

Wednesday 26th November - Cecil Sharp’s Quantocks 

Wednesday 3rd December - Writing the Quantocks 

 

More information about these events can be found on  

pages 24 and 25  

 
 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday, 10am to 1pm, Thursday 3.30pm to 

6.30pm, Friday 10am – 1pm and 2pm – 5pm,  

Saturday 10am -1pm 
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Sir Ashley Fox, MP for Bridgwater and Burnham, 

visited Nether Stowey on Friday, 17 October. He 

was welcomed at the Thomas Poole library by 

Sian Stafford and Nigel Phillips. Sir Ashley was 

impressed by the facilities at the library and by 

all that the library has to offer for the local com-

munity. Sir Ashley’s visit was prompted by his wish to learn 

more about the activities of Stowey Green Spaces Group, sev-

eral of whose members were present (sporting their Stowey 

Green Spaces high-viz jackets)!  

 

Roy Osborne thanked the library for hosting the visit before 

summarizing for Sir Ashley the areas in and around the 

Stoweys in which SGSG works. Paul Brierley explained that the 

group’s volunteers pick litter in both villages and their sur-

rounds on the third Saturday of every month. It was fitting 

that the meeting should take place at the library, which it is 

hoped will become an information hub for local environmen-

tal groups and activities. 

 

Sir Ashley expressed interest in seeing for himself some of the 

work carried out by SGSG volunteers. After leaving the library 

he visited Stowey Millennium wood, where it was explained 

that both the Millennium Wood (and extensions) and Stowey 

Wood itself form part of a nature friendly farming corridor 

which extends from Stowey Rocks organic farm through New 

Stowey farm (now under the management of the Quantock 

Hills National Landscape) almost to Over Stowey and the 

fringes of the Quantock Hills. 
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Nether Stowey Village Hall and Recreation Ground 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support.   

 

Here are the lucky winners for October.  November will be a 

Superdraw, with big prize money, just in time for Christmas.   

 

If you are interested in joining please contact either Jane or 

Sharon or checkout the information on the recreation 

ground website www.stowey.org.uk 

http://www.stowey.org.uk
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November 2025 
 

Autumn apple cake with Somerset brandy syrup  
 

As a chef, autumn is my favourite time of year with the arrival of 

the game season, rich red wine sauces and roaring fires. 

Here is a dish to use up some of the windfall apples that are 

everywhere at the moment. It is a cake but very light as it’s 

made with ground almonds.  

Serve with ice cream or dare I say apple brandy flavoured 

custard. I used “ Grenadier” apples for this cake but any cooking 

apples will do. 

 

Ingredients  

300g ground almonds 

50g plain flour 

200g castor sugar 

200g salted butter 

5 beaten eggs  

8g baking powder  

Juice of 1 lemon  

2 large cooking apples  

 

For the syrup 

80ml Somerset Apple Brandy 
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200ml apple juice  

30g castor sugar 

Juice of half a lemon  

 

Method  
 

Peel and core the apples. Slice and cut into cubes. Place in a 

small saucepan with 20g of butter and gently cook down for 

about 5mins. Add the lemon juice. Cook for another 2-3 

minutes and take off the heat to cool. 

 

Using a stand mixer beat sugar and butter together until fluffy. 

Add flour and eggs and gently mix to create a batter. Add the 

baking powder. 

 

Now add the cooled apples into the batter and gently mix 

through. Now pour the mixture into a 28cm lined and buttered 

quiche tin and place in a pre heated oven at 180 degrees C for 

30-35 mins. 

 

Apple brandy syrup 
 

Into a small saucepan put in the apple juice and sugar and 

gently heat until the sugar is dissolved. Now add the apple 

brandy and lemon juice. Let the syrup bubble gently until a nice 

syrupy consistency is achieved. Take off the heat. 

 

When the cake is cooked, ie when a skewer is pushed in and 

comes out clean, pierce the cake all over and pour the apple 

brandy syrup all over the cake. Leave to cool . Serve with ice 

cream or custard. 
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The playing fields in Nether Stowey is a valuable resource 

for the village and surrounding area, home to Stowey’s nu-

merous football teams and a green space, well used by 

dog walkers and many others. With the MUGA, tennis 

court and children’s play area it is a place to be proud of, 

especially for a village of our size. 

On Friday 17th September, the work of the individuals who 

organise and maintain the field was recognised when the 

Recreation Ground was ‘Highly Commended’ at the Som-

erset Playing Fields Awards evening, hosted by Woolaving-

ton Village Hall. Ron Scales accepted the award on behalf 

of the Recreation Ground and Village Hall Committee from 

the Lord Lieutenant of Somerset, Mohammed Sadiq. 

An enormous amount of work goes into keeping the field 

clean and ready for use. If you would like to get involved in 

that work, please contact the committee whose details are 

in the front of the Messenger. 
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The Marion Evered Trust 

The afternoon tea at the Kitchen, Quantock lakes was a great 

success and we would like to thank Keith and his staff for their 

hard work putting on a fantastic event.  

There is not much else to report this month as our main charity 

events are now done for the year.  

We would like to thank all those that have helped us with 

events, donated to the charity and those that have attended 

events to help us this year. News as to how much we hand 

over to the Oak children’s cancer ward at Musgrove will be in 

the next newsletter.  

If you’re interested in joining  the 200 club and want to be in 

the draw, then please contact Pauline Barrow on 01278 732522 

for details.  
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Natural Thoughts 

Fungi and that autumn feeling!  
 

Its that time of the year when summer is definitely being 

edged out by autumn but there are so many reasons to wel-

come autumn and to keep on enjoying our wonderful coun-

tryside around the Stowy’s.   

 

The last few weeks have seen large numbers of fungi sud-

denly appearing above ground, with one of the very com-

monest being the Honey Fungus Armillaria mellea. This is a 

typical mushroom looking fungi that is a pale fawny/honey 

colour. I have seen lots of large patches of this fungi on 

grassy banks, roadside verges and also in my own garden. 

Also very noticeable have been Parasols Macrolepiota 

procera. They look a little like umbrellas or parasols and oc-

cur as single fungi but often with several growing quite close 

to each other. The Castle mound in Stowey is a great place to 

spot them on the grassland there. The third fungi seen grow-

ing commonly in recent weeks, has been the stunning Fly Ag-

aric Amanita muscaria. This is the one with a bright red cap 

covered with white dots. This is also the fungi featured in 

many children’s books with fairies or pixies dancing around it. 

Fly Agarics have been seen in their hundreds on the on 

heathland and woodland edges in the Dead Woman’s Ditch 

and Crowcombe Park Gate area. Despite being highly poi-

sonous to humans they are eaten with great enthusiasm by 

slugs with no ill effects! 
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These are just three of the hundreds of fungi found around 

the Stowy’s and on the Quantocks, and the best time to look 

for fungi is from late summer through to December. Fungi 

don’t like very cold frosty weather or snow. Having said that, 

It’s only the above, fruiting, part of the fungi that can’t cope 

with the cold, their underground part, the mycelium, will be 

happily growing underground throughout winter. 

Having burst out of the ground, many of the typical capped 

fungi may only last for a few days or even a few hours, rot-

ting quickly away having spread their spores. But huge num-

bers disappear rapidly as they are eaten by voracious slugs!  

Nigel Phillips nigelphillips-quantocks@clara.co.uk  
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The Latest from the Cricket Club 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the very successful Dinner and Awards ceremony on 

Saturday 18th October, the following were recognised for their 

efforts during the 2025 season: 

Clubman of the Year: Shay Keohane  

Highest Score: K. Barrow  120* Not Out 

Best Bowling: S. Easden 6 wickets for 3  

1st Team Batting: K. Barrow 660 runs Ave: 60 

2nd Team  Batting: M. Sortwell 276 runs Ave: 55.2 

1st Team Bowling: K. Barrow 24wickets Ave: 17.7 

2nd Team Bowling: S. Easden 19 wickets Ave: 6.79 

1st Team Catches: S. Burland 16 Catches 

2nd Team Catches: D. Rowsell 6 Catches 

Most Improved Young Player: W. Bond 

Most Improved Club Player: L. Bond 
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1st   Team Player of the Year: K. Barrow 

2nd Team Player of the Year: S. Easden 

Hole in the Hand :  J. Disney 

In closing, may I take this opportunity to thank all those 
involved in making Over Stowey such a friendly and successful 
club, without you it simply would not happen. 

Until the Spring      Over and Out  

  
Nick’s Gardening Notes 
 

November 2025  

 

In the next four months we are likely to experience mixed 

weather which we need to prepare the garden for.  

 

Rain: avoid walking on/working the soil when it is too wet to 

reduce the chance of compacting the soil.  

 

Wind: check that stakes/plant supports are doing their job and 

if necessary, cane taller vegetables such as Brussels sprouts. 

Frost: protect tender plants with fleece and mulch tender 

perennials left in the ground such as Dahlias, Salvias, etc. 

  

Plants for free:  it is an excellent month for taking hardwood 

cuttings of black and redcurrants, gooseberries and shrubs 

such as coloured stem dogwoods, willow, forsythia, flowering 

currants, roses and buddleia.  The cutting is normally 200mm 

to 300mm long and taken from strong healthy growth 

produced in 2025 and must be sufficiently substantial to 
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survive the winter outside, aim for pencil thickness. Make a 

sloping cut just above a bud and a straight basal cut below a 

bud.  Treat with hormone rooting powder (optional) and 

making a slit with a spade insert the cuttings into the soil to 

two thirds their length. If your soil is prone to poor drainage 

place some grit beneath the cutting. Alternatively, the correct 

conditions can be produced in a deep container using peat 

free/multi-purpose potting compost and placed outside in a 

sheltered position and ensuring that they do not dry out. 

Roots will be produced during the 2026 growing season. 

 

Ornamentals:  Autumn and winter winds can disturb the base 

of taller bush roses and reducing them in height prior to their 

main pruning in late February will help prevent wind rock. 

Herbaceous perennials and some grasses can be tidied up but 

remember good quality flower-heads and seed pods can look 

very attractive throughout the winter especially on frosty 

mornings. 

Leaves should be raked up and turned into valuable leaf 

mould. This can be done by stacking them in a wire netting 

enclosure and occasionally turning them or putting them in 

black bin bags with some moisture and once tied pierce the 

bag with a fork. Running the rotary mower over them first 

creates greater surface area and speeds up decomposition. 

 

Bulb planting: this is a good time to get tulips and hyacinths 

planted either in the soil or in containers. I like to use 

perforated pond containers which can then be plunged into 

the soil and lifted out after flowering avoiding putting the 

prong of a fork through a bulb. 
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Five plants for seasonal interest: bark -Acer griseum and Betula 

utilis var. jaquemontii, scent - Elaeagnus x ebbingei ‘Gilt Edge’, 

berries – Pyracantha ‘Watereri’ and a grass with winter flower 

heads - Miscanthus sinensis. 

 

The greenhouse: this can be cleared, cleaned thoroughly, and 

prepared for winter.  Why not try some winter lettuce/salad 

leaves?  Winter Gem is an excellent small cos variety and can be 

planted either in the soil or in gro-bags. Three or four well 

rooted strawberry runners can also be planted in a gro-bag or 

container and these will produce early strawberries in 2026. 

 

The vegetable plot: press on with the winter digging provided 

the ground conditions are not too wet.  This allows as much 

time as possible for frosts to help break down the clods of soil 

in advance of sowing/planting next year. No dig beds should 

be cleared and a dressing of compost applied. Ensure that any 

perennial weeds are thoroughly removed.  The earliest broad 

beans and peas can still be obtained from a November sowing 

using the correct varieties, i.e.  Aquadulce Claudia for the beans 

and Onward or Feltham First for peas. Soil should be prepared 

as normal but avoid adding any fertiliser as a compact, hard 

(tough) plant will withstand the winter weather better. It is still 

not too late for garlic to be planted. 

 

Nick Rigden 
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Quantock Quilting and Sewing 
Group 

Held at St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey 
2

nd
 & 4

th
 Monday each month 10am-1pm 

 

Come and join us. New members always welcome. 
No experience necessary. We are a very friendly 
group 

 
Our Christmas Fayre this Year is on the 

22nd of November. 
SAVE THE DATE 

 
f you would like to book a sales table, please call:-  
Gill Griffiths 01278 733709  
For any further queries please contact Sue 07956 
925787 or Lyn 01278 732576 or Anna 01278 652307  

 

 

The Community Council for Somerset (CCS) is a charity working 

throughout the County. We believe everyone in Somerset should 

be able to live a healthy, independent, and safe life and be part of a 

strong and thriving community. 

  

We have a team of over 60 Village Agents working across all cor-

ners of Somerset, who use their local expertise to advocate for peo-

ple and their communities. They provide confidential, practical 

community-based solutions for you, wherever you are in Somerset. 

Contact Sarah Bennett for more information - 01823 331222  
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Historic November  

The following historic events happened in November... 

 
2 Nov. 1936 The world’s first regular TV service was started by the 

British Broadcasting Corporation, an estimated 100 TV owners tuned in. 

 

5 Nov. 1605 Guy Fawkes is arrested beneath the House of Parliament 

as a plot to blow up England’s King James I is uncovered. 

 

9 Nov. 1953 Death of the flamboyant Welsh bard Dylan Thomas at the 

age of 39. His heavy drinking and wild living contributing to his early de-

mise. 

 

11 Nov. 1918 After four years and 97 days the guns finally fell silent as 

the Great War ended. Around 9 million lives lost with a further 27 million 

injured. 

 

13 Nov. 1850 Birth of Scottish author Robert Louis Stevenson whose 

classic tales include Treasure Island, Kidnapped and Dr Jekyll and Mr 

Hyde. 

 

16 Nov. 1724 Highwayman Jack Sheppard is hanged at Tyburn, London 

in front of an estimated crowd of 200,000. 

 

20 Nov. 1947 Princess Elizabeth (Queen Elizabeth II) married her cousin 

Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten (Duke of Edinburgh) at Westminster Ab-

bey. 

 

28 Nov. 1919 Nancy Astor is elected Member of Parliament for Plym-

outh, Devon, becoming Britain’s first woman MP. 

 

29 Nov. 1641 England’s first newspaper is published. 

 

30 Nov. 1936 One of London’s best-loved landmarks, the Crystal Palace 

burned down. The huge glass building originally housed the Great Exhibi-

tion of 1851. 
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CHURCH SERVICES – NOVEMBER 2025  
  NETHER STOWEY OVER STOWEY 

2nd November 

 

All Saints  

  

11.00am Morning 

Worship 

(Church Centre) 

 

3.30pm All Souls 

Service 

(Church)  

4.00pm Evensong 

9th November 

3rd Sunday  

Before Advent 

  

Remembrance 

Sunday 

10.50am Remembrance 

Service on the Cross 

No Service 

 

10.50am Tuesday 11th 

November 

Service for Armistice Day 

16th November 

 2nd Sunday 

before Advent 

11.00am Morning 

Worship 

(Church Centre) 

9.30am Holy Communion 

 

23rd November 

  

Christ the King 

 

11.00am Holy 

Communion 

(Church) 

No Service 

30th November 

 

Advent Sunday 

 

11am Benefice Service of Holy Communion 

At Over Stowey Church 

Dear Everyone, 

November seems to be the month for remembering. The leaves are 

shedding, the trees are nearly bare, and the joys of summer are 

distant but treasured memories of when the days were lighter, 

warmer and longer.  

Remembering begins at the start of the month with the All Souls 

services on 2nd November at 3:30pm in Goathurst, Holford and 

Nether Stowey churches, during which there is a chance to 

remember with thankfulness those whom we love but see no more. 
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Later in the month, the focus shifts to Remembrance, including the 

Royal British Legion Festival of Remembrance at the Royal Albert 

Hall on the evening before Remembrance Sunday, 9th November.  

This is something I have tried to watch since I was a child watching 

it with my Mum and Dad. I couldn’t help but reflect how it must 

have felt to have a poppy leaf land on your head as a 

soldier.  Remembrance is all the more poignant at this time as the 

reality of war and its human cost is once again apparent.  We 

should never forget the cost in lives of war. 

Memories, and remembering, are such central parts of our 

personalities and character, and in many ways make up part of who 

we are. We remember those who have gone before us, who have 

shared our life journey.  They are not forgotten, and each person is 

remembered in a different way, and God remembers all of us – 

each of us a child of his. 

For Christians, the most significant act of remembering is when we 

come together to remember the death and resurrection of Jesus 

through sharing bread and wine. Jesus’ willing sacrifice of himself 

on the cross for the sake of others is, for Christians, the ultimate 

expression of the self-giving love at the heart of God. “Do this in 

remembrance of me,” Jesus said, as he shared bread and wine with 

his disciples at the Last Supper.  

Gathering to remember – whether in joy, in sadness, or in reflection 

– continues to be important. It builds and strengthens our 

community, and ensures that what, or who, we are remembering 

isn’t ever forgotten. 

May God bless you in your remembering this November.  

Eleanor 

COFFEE MORNING  

 Saturday 8th November  

 ST. MARY’S CHURCH CENTRE  
10.30am – 12.00noon  
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CHURCH CONTACT POINTS 
ST. MARY’S, Nether Stowey with  ST. PETER & ST. PAUL, Over Stowey 

 
 
Rector   Revd. Eleanor King    Tel:  734 777   
    The Rectory, 25 St Mary St, Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ  
    eleanor.king@hotmail.com   
 
Readers  Mrs Viv Chesterton, B.A.   Tel:  733 568 
    3 Bishop Road, Nether Stowey TA5 1NP 
 
    Mrs Alison Hoare    Tel:  732 350 
    2 Park Cottages, Over Stowey 
           
Church Warden - Nether Stowey 
    Mr Nick Harrison      Tel:  732 532 
    32 Old Farm Road, Nether Stowey, TA5 1PE  
 
Church Warden - Over Stowey  
    Mr. Peter Higginson   Tel:  732 102 
    Bincombe Tops, Over Stowey 
 
Church Centre Contact: 
       Mrs. Barbara Beer     Tel:  732 412  
 
Church Centre Bookings: 
       Mrs. Pat Stacey    Tel:  732 518  
 
Benefice Office:  Mrs Alison Hoare  
    Church Centre, 27 St. Mary Street,  
    Nether Stowey, TA5 1LJ 
 
    Office hours   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday     9am - 11am 
    Closed Wednesday 
 
    Otherwise phone & leave a message or email   Tel:  732 855 
  Email: qv.benefice@gmail.com 
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A season of talks and outings for 2025 

• If you love gardens or gardening 

• Enjoy hearing about or visiting beautiful gardens 

• Want to pick up lots of tips or add to your garden 

knowledge 

• Enjoy a social gathering of enthusiasts 

• Like listening to experts on a wide variety of gardening sub-

jects... 

then come and join our monthly club! 

We meet at the Church Centre, St. Mary’s Street,  

Nether Stowey. TA5 1LJ 

every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.00 for 7.30 

 

Come as a visitor to try us out. £5 for a talk including tea/coffee & 

cakes and there is a raffle and garden table too.  Annual member-

ship is £25.  Car sharing available for visits.  

 

Contact Kate Houghton, Secretary.   Phone: 07940 836139 or 

email: stoweygardeners@yahoo.com 

website:  https://sites.google.com/site/stoweygardeners 

 

20 November Talk. Chelsea or Bust. Claire Hart 

12  December MEMBERS CHRISTMAS PARTY  

https://sites.google.com/site/stoweygardeners
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NETHER STOWEY & FIDDINGTON WI 

 

 

On 9th October, we had a return visit from Ursula 

Franklin, who delivered a very informative talk and presentation 

on the island of Madagascar.   

 

Madagascar came into being about 88 million years ago, when it 

separated from the mainland's of Africa and Asia after the break-

up of the supercontinent Gondwana, leaving it stranded, 

separated 250 miles from Africa by the Mozambique Channel.  It 

is the 4th largest island in the world, measuring 1000 miles long 

and 250 miles wide at its widest point and covering an area of 

226,656 sq. miles. 

 

It has 4 climate/geological zones, causing extremes of weather 

conditions, ranging from the dry plains in the west, through the 

low and central plateaux to the lush remnants of an ancient rain 

forest in the east coast, home to the few remaining huge, water-

storing Baobab trees, and then sloping down to the Indian 

Ocean.  

 

We are all aware that meerkats are indigenous to Madagascar, 

but there are actually 100 species and sub-species of this animal, 

not just the 'cute' ones that appear on our TV screens. 

 

Because of its isolation, Madagascar has outstanding bio-

diversity. Many of its animals, birds, insects and plants are found 

nowhere else on earth; 90% of its plants, 95% of its reptiles and 

85% of its animals are endemic to the island.  Madagascar holds 

many records for having the smallest, largest, or strangest of 
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many of its species, and has the world's 5th largest coral reef at 

approximately 280 miles. It can also boast the smallest known 

chameleon, unbelievably only 2.2 cm from nose to tail, and the 

largest - a whopping 68.5 cm (or 27 inches). Whilst 5% of all the 

world's known animal and plant species exist in Madagascar, 

they also have the 2nd highest number of endangered mammals 

in the world, a testament to habitat changes.   

 

Unfortunately, over the last few decades the island has been 

invaded by the Ghost Crab, probably arriving on a boat, but as 

they are poisonous and have no predators, have been spreading 

relentlessly across the island in their thousands. 

 

Our next meeting on 13th November will be about Laser 

Printing.  Visitors will be very welcome.  Meetings are held on 

the 2nd Thursday of the month, from 2.00 - 4.00 pm in the 

Church Centre. Admission includes refreshments and a raffle. 

 

**There will be no general open meeting on 11th December, as 

the Members' will be having their Christmas lunch.**  

 

At our first meeting of 2026, on 8th January, we will be learning 

about Mary's Meals a charity set up in Scotland in 2002 to feed 

and educate children in some of the world's poorest 

communities,  followed on 12th February 2026 with a return visit 

from Brian Wright, who this time will be telling us about the 

origins of Nursery Rhymes. 

 

AB 
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The September meeting was held on the 17th September 2025 

and items discussed included the following: 

 

The application for the grant for the cemetery wall is still 

ongoing. It has been requested by the Greater Quantock 

Landscape Development Fund that the work is undertaken 

using lime mortar. This has a cost implication, however it was 

agreed that the Parish Council will fund the additional amount 

on top of the original figure agreed from the relevant reserve. 

Timescales are to be confirmed with the contractor and we 

await a response regarding the amended grant application. 

 

There is currently a vacancy for a Councillor. If you are 

interested, please see the noticeboard and website for further 

details. 

Also, the Clerk vacancy is still open and the Clerk has agreed to 

continue in the role on an extended notice period, until a 

replacement is found. The Clerk requested that as this is the 

case, would the members be willing to reduce the number of 

meetings from twelve (this includes the two annual meetings 

in May) to eight. This was considered and then proposed. 
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Dates for the meetings can be found on the noticeboard and 

the website. 

The role is varied and interesting and if someone would like to 

take this opportunity on, the existing Clerk would be very 

happy to job share or shadow someone for an extended 

period of time to ensure that the new Clerk is confident with 

the workings of a small Parish Council, with additional training 

provided free of charge. 

 

If you would like to find out more about the role or apply for 

this position, please see the Parish Council website for more 

information 

https://overstoweyparishcouncil.gov.uk/news/parish-clerk-

vacancy/ 

 

The Parish Council kindly request that as the bird nesting 

season has ended, please could any landowner/property 

owners with a boundary that has hedging adjacent to or trees 

overhanging the highway ensure that these are cut back as 

soon as possible in the interests of safety to all road users. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 19th of 

November. Please see the noticeboard and website for details. 

 

If you have any concerns or issues you would like to bring to 

the attention of the Parish Council, please contact the Clerk. If 
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you provide your full contact details, we can then ensure 

appropriate and relevant items raised are on the agenda for 

the next meeting. 

 

Problems on the highways can be reported online at Fix My 

Street or on the Somerset Council web page Report A 

Problem on the Road 

 

Please report any missed waste collections at Missed Waste 

Collection if you do not get a satisfactory response, please 

contact the Clerk. 

 

If you experience any problems when using a footpath or 

bridleway, you can inform the Clerk or access the online 

reporting tool at Somerset Council – Report A Problem With 

a Public Right of Way  

 

Website: Over Stowey Parish Council 

Email: clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Phone: 07391 313740 (please leave a message if there is no 

reply) 



40 

 

 



 

 41 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS 

Advertisements are accepted in good faith but customers 

should satisfy themselves that advertisers are able to sup-

ply the services they offer and that they have valid DBS 

checks and qualifications as appropriate. 
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CHRIS’S TAXI 
 

7 seats/wheelchair  
access 

 

Bookings 24/7 
 

All occasions, anywhere 
 

Need to get there -  
then call anytime 

 
Chris Nurton 

07980 530 552 
07532 452035 
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KEENTHORNE GARAGE 
Email: keenthornegarage@btconnect.com 

Tel (01278) 
732 256  

M.O.Ts      Servicing 
Repairs    Car Sales 

Tyre Sales     
Air con. Servicing 

Keenthorne, 
Nether Stowey, 
Bridgwater, 
Somerset TA5 1HZ 

www.keenthornegarage.co.uk 

The Cottage Inn 
Pub & Restaurant 

Keenthorne, nr. Nether Stowey 
(01278) 732 355 

*Home-made food* 
*Real Ales* Fine Wines* 

and a warm welcome 
 

Everything you want from a traditional  
English Country Pub 

 

email : thecottage-inn@btconnect.com 
www.thecottageinnkeenthorne.co.uk 

The Old House 
Self-catering Cottages & Bed & Breakfast 

St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey  
Cottages of great charm and character fur-
nished with every attention to comfort. For 
those who wish to be spoilt: luxury B&B accommodation in the 
Coleridge Suite & Sara’s Room 

4 star Gold & Breakfast Award 
Tel:(01278) 732 392  Web: www.theoldhouse-quantocks.co.uk 
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LIME STREET, NETHER STOWEY, TA5 1NH  

TEL 01278 733 540 07803 042 725  
7 en-suite rooms * 1 family suite * 2 rooms with self-contained kitchens 

Excellent breakfast * Guest parking * WIFI * Families welcome * Close to 
Quantock Lakes wedding venue * Home from home comforts 
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Beauty by Felicity  

 
Full Range of Beauty Therapy Treatments in a relaxing and  

peaceful environment.  

 

Facials, Aromatherapy, Manicures, Pedicures, Waxing, Reflexology.  

Over 25years of experience. Fully Qualified and Insured.  

Gift Vouchers Available. 

 

4a Castle Street, Nether Stowey TA5 1LN 

01278 732594 / 07711 055203 
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    To advertise here  
          contact Sally 
 

          advertising@ 
    quantockmessen-
ger 
              .org.uk 

 

VACUUM CHIMNEY 
SWEEP 

Over 20 years experience 
 

AGA & Rayburn service/repair 
Wood burner repair/refurb 

Distance no object 
Mr M H Kellaway, Glen Close, 

Main Road, Holford 
 

Tel: 01278 741 572 
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Your Local Builder for 25 Years 

MARK. A. STACEY 
General Builder 

Long Acre, Burton, Stogursey, Bridgwater Somerset TA5 1QB 

mobile: 07966 248 699 
Email: markstacey77@googlemail.com 
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KEVIN STACEY 
Painter & Decorator & all types of property  

maintenance 
Free Quotations 

kevinstacey@live.com 

07581 432662 

01278 733587 

C Wilkins 
Painter & Decorator  
General Property 

Maintenance 
 ●City and Guilds 
 ●Free Quotation 

 ●NVQ Qualified 

 ●OAP Discount 
35 East Street 

Cannington, 
Bridgwater TA5 2HL 

 

 Tel: (01278) 651 229   
Mobile 07576 58 99 79 

TIM  STACEY 
Painter & Decorator 

HOUSE MAINTENANCE 

Free estimates 
 
 

(01278) 
733 847 

 
or mobile 

 
07811 

558 521 

Dave Date 
Painter and Decorator, Interior and Exterior 

All types of Tiling. Any other work considered 

For a Quality Job and Great Value  
 

Tel. (01278) 741 356  or  call 
Mobile 077 0977 2457 
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Chris Flay 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

 

Plumbing & Heating Ltd 
 

For Quality Workmanship 
& Guaranteed Success 

 

Boiler Servicing & 
Maintenance 

Rayburn-Aga-Stanley, 
Sales & Service 

Gas, Oil and Solid Fuel Installations 
Oil Tank Replacement 

  oil burner conversions 

Domestic or New Housing Enquiries 
Welcome 

CORGI registered Installer no. 10789 
 

The Arches, South Lane, Nether Stowey, 
Bridgwater TA5 1LR 

CENTRAL 

HEATING 

NETHER STOWEY OFFICE 

(01278) 732 732 
Fax (01278) 733 422  

Yard and Store (01278) 733 444  
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St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey 
    Dances, Concerts, Conferences, 
         Receptions & Exhibitions. 
Level site with easy access for disabled.     
Large illuminated parking area.   
Hall and Kitchen and a comfortable 
lounge for smaller meetings.   All well heated.  Wi-fi available. Please 
ask about tables, chairs, cutlery, crockery when booking. 

Bookings:  Pat Stacey tel. 732 518 

LITTLES STORES 

7 St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey 
 

 

•In-store Bake Off & fresh bread daily • Fresh self service fruit & veg  

• National Lottery • Newspapers & magazines plus daily deliveries • Full 

extensive range of groceries & household goods • Look out for special of-

fers. Many half price or buy one, get one free •  

7am - 8.30pm Mon-Sat, 8am - 5pm Sun - Te l .  (01278)732 249 

kr i sconvenience@yahoo.com 

OVER STOWEY VILLAGE HALL & SOCIAL CLUB 
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE  

 
Meetings, Parties, Receptions, Wakes, Luncheons, Classes,  

Exhibitions 
Competitive rates – Bar available on request 

For full details & bookings please contact Jackie Barrow on 
01278734800 or 07891720565 

 



 

 59 



60 

 

 

Funeral Directors 
Independent Funeral Directors for Five Genera-
tions 

Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans available 

Keenthorne, Nether Stowey, TA5 1HZ 


