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Front Cover & Inside:  A selection of entries to 

this years Nether Stowey Flower Show held on 

Saturday 16th August. Photo’s Sophie Carver 
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Your Quantock Messenger Team 
Please email articles/photos to: 

editor@quantockmessenger.org.uk 

Please email adverts to;  

advertising@quantockmessenger.org.uk 

Sian      Editor       Email 

Jan      Editor       Email & 734561 

Richard Beer     Printer       732412 

Sally Dymock    Advertising      326394 

Molly Bradnor   Distribution      732166 

 

October 2025 

 

Many thanks to all our contributors, we have a variety of 

articles for you this month. 

If you are not a regular contributor but have an announce-

ment, news or a one-off item you would like to be  

included, we look forward to hearing from you. 

In the meantime, we hope you enjoy this month’s edition. 

Best wishes from the QM team. 
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Allotment Association 

Bruce Roper  732 043 

Coleridge Probus Club 

Geoff Parle 01278 653681  

Coleridge Cottage Tel: 732 662 

Friends of Coleridge 

Helen Boyles   helenmboyles@gmail.com 

Friends of Over Stowey Church 

Christopher Stone 732 907 

Friends of the Quantocks 

Mary ter Braak (01984) 656 633 

Friends of Nether Stowey School 

Lisa Rendle 732 508 

Music on the Quantocks: Fay Chilcott 

quantocks@live.co.uk 07938 728829  

Nether Stowey Art Group 

Rob Potter    07855546883 

Nether Stowey Football Club 

Chair:  Nigel Waterman 732 310  

Seniors:  Steve Easden 07788 370014  

Juniors: Nigel Waterman 732 310  

Minis: Richard Marriott 07890 451694 

Nether Stowey Playing Fields Commit-

tee - Jane Erskine 732 025 

Nether Stowey Short Mat Bowls 

Mark Howells  01278 733215 Chairperson 

Terry Binding 01278 732710 Secretary 

Email: nsshortmatbowls@gmail.com  

Nether Stowey Twinning Association 

Open to everyone. Ian Pearson 732 228 

Nether Stowey & Fiddington Women’s 

Institute 

Ruth Andrews 734  613 

Terry Binding 732710 

Over Stowey Cricket Club & 

Over Stowey Recreation Ground 

Les Biffin  732963 

Over Stowey Rights of  Way Group 

  

Over Stowey Social Club 

Patrick Tully 732944 or 07802697595  

Over Stowey Village Hall 

Jackie Barrow  07891 720565  

Bridget Tully 07970781087  

bridgetjtully@gmail.com  

Quantock National Landscape Office 

Fyne Court 

Tel: (01823)  451 884 

Quantock Beekeepers Association 

Ken Edwards 671 544 

Quantock Players 

Wendy Hobbs 733 197 

Quantock Quilters 

Anna Boulton   652309 

Quantock Tennis Club 

Robin Bendall 732 633 

Royal British Legion - N/Stowey &  

District        Viki Fielder 238 691 

Stogursey Forget-Me-Not Cafe 

Helen Cuttell 734 818 

Stowey Bears (pre-school) 

Tina Miller 734 636 

Stowey Book Club 

Alison Whittingham 732 446 

Stowey Gardeners 

Kate Houghton 07940 836139  

SGSG (Stowey Green Spaces Group)  

Roy Osborne  734604 

stoweygreenspaces@stowey.org.uk  

Stowey Walking 

Lynne Abbott 732 228 

Thomas Poole Library, Nether Stowey 

Sian Stafford 732 741   

Wednesday Club Barbara (732412) or 

Tina (732382) 

CLUBS & SOCIETIES  IN NETHER  STOWEY &  OVER STOWEY 

mailto:nsshortmatbowls@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY DIRECTORY 

Police  (emergency: 999  or non-emergency: 101) 

Email somwestnptsedgemoor@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk 

PCSO Supervisor Lora Bray—7528@avonandsomerset.police.uk  

 PCSO Finlay Wallace 

Jake Dade (Hinkley issues only) @avonandsomerset.police.uk 

———————————————————————————————
Antisocial behaviour call 0800 298 2009 

Vandalism on the Quantock Hills call 101 

Household noise problems (Environmental Health) call 0845 408 2540 

———————————————————————————————
Somerset  Councillor:   

Michael Caswell    01278 652043  mike.caswell@somerset.gov.uk 
Brian Bolt               07970 855990          brian.bolt@somerset.gov.uk 

Nether Stowey Parish Council  / Over Stowey Parish Council 

Clerk: Caro Slaymaker     Clerk: Amanda McMurren 

01278 733779       01278 734689 

clerk@netherstowey-pc.gov.uk     clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.co.uk      
——————————————————————————————
Bookings secretaries 

N/Stowey Church Centre Pat Stacey  01278 732518 (9am—9pm) 

O/Stowey Village Hall  Jackie Barrow 07891720565  

———————————————————————————————
Quantock Medical Centre (if closed call the NHS on 111) 

Reception  01278 732696     8am - 6:30pm (Mon-Fri) 

Dispensary 01278 733385      10am - 11.30am & 4pm - 5pm (Mon-Fri)                   

 Dispensary Collection     10am - 12pm & 4 - 6pm (Mon-Fri) 

somicb.quantock.mc@nhs.net  

https://quantockmedicalcentre.gpsurgery.net 

Cannington Health Centre (if closed call NHS on 111) 

Reception  01278 652 335 Prescription line  01278 651 311  

————————–—————————————————————— 

Other Community Facilities 

Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline  03454 040506  

The Thomas Poole Library       732741  (Mon & Wed 10-1, Thurs 3.30 - 
6.30, Fri 10-1 & 2-5 / Sat 10-1) 

Quantock Hills National Landscape, Amanda Sampson - 01823 451884,   

quantockhills@somerset.gov.uk 

Community Car Scheme  Stowey Shuttle - 07943 923742 

Village Agent: Sarah Bennet, 07985 680269, 

mailto:7528@avonandsomersetpolice.uk


6 

 

 

DIARY DATES 2025

 

NSCC - Nether Stowey Church Centre  TPL - Thomas Poole Library 

OSVH - Over Stowey Village Hall     SGSG - Stowey Green Spaces Group 
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Nether Stowey Flower Show Saturday 16th August 

 

Despite the arid conditions, we had another hugely successful 

flower show on 16th August.  We had 263 entries from 52 

competitors.  As expected, fruit, veg and flowers were down due 

to the hot weather, but this was more than made up, by the 

entries in the children’s, handicraft, produce, photography, 

plants and art. 

This years’ show was opened by Colin and Diane Penny.  Colin 

welcomed everyone and thanked all the volunteers and 

committee for their hard work to put on the show.  He also 

thanked all the competitors, without whom a show would be 

possible.  He encouraged people to continue to support the 

show, so that this lovely village tradition could continue. He 

especially liked the children’s entries. 

Colin and Diane were presented with a buttonhole and bouquet 

by William and Ollie Abbot. 

The refreshments tent was a huge success, with non-stop 

demand all afternoon. 

Cup Winners 

Junior – Amelia Palmer 33 points 

Junior Runner up – Joint Wilfred Dore & Oliver Abbot 8 points 

Fruit, Veg & flowers and plants – Mike Carver 75 points 

Floral Art – Jill Bramhall 12 points 

Produce – Zoe Connaughton 20 points 

Handicraft – Joint Hilary Sells, Zoe Connaughton & Emma Sysum 

8 points 

Photography – Haydn Bramhall 20 points 

Stowey Gardener – Robin Brierley 18 points 

WI – Cath Roberts 4 points 

Nether Stowey Lady Gaining Most Points – Rose Baker 35 points 
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 Nether Stowey Gent Gaining Most Points – Chris Archer 17 

points 

Adult outside Nether Stowey Gaining most points – Mike Carver 

75 points 

Child’s Best Exhibit in Show – Oliver Abbot for Animal from 

Vegetable 

Best Exhibit in Divisions A & B – Rose Baker for Onions 

Best Pot Plant – Abbi Peters 

Best Exhibit in Floral Art – Jill Bramhall for Cup & Saucer 

Arrangement 

Best Exhibit in Produce – Chris Archer for Fig Jam 

Best Exhibit in Handicraft – Fiona Charleton – Suede Bag 

Overall Best in Show – Andrew Hayes – Wooden Cart. 

 

I would like to 

thank everyone 

who entered, 

visited during the 

afternoon, (over 

150 people came), 

the WI for the cake 

stall, the Church 

Centre for their 

support and finally 

the hard-working 

committee and 

their families. If you 

would like to help 

next year, please let 

us know. 

 

Jackie Hellier  Photo: Sophie Carver 
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STEART MARSHES EXPANSION 

 

Residents of the Stoweys who visit Steart Marshes will be 

interested to know that there are plans to significantly increase 

the area of the reserve. Bristol Port Company will invest in new 

facilities for the assembly of floating offshore wind turbines 

which will, when ready, be positioned in the Celtic Sea. The 

project will result in the loss of intertidal feeding areas on the 

Severn Estuary, which are important for wintering birds and for 

which compensatory habitat needs to be created.  

The land which has been earmarked for this purpose stretches 

along the coast from Stolford to Wall Common, to the 

northwest of the existing Steart Marshes reserve. The total area, 

which extends to 130 hectares (320 acres) will be converted to 

new wetland reserve, comprising intertidal mudflats, creeks and 

lagoons, some with shingle-topped islands. Birdwatching hides 

will be built at key viewing points. The existing coastal footpath 

will  have to be diverted inland to skirt the new development, 

with improved routes for farm access, walkers, cyclists and 

horse riders.  

These developments, both at Avonmouth and Steart, have 

already necessitated very extensive survey work. Environmental 

Impact Assessments (EIAs) will of course be required, but 

provided that planning consent is given earthworks should get 

underway from late 2026, with the new reserve scheduled to 

open to the public from the autumn of 2028. Like the existing 

Steart marshes, the new reserve will be managed by the 

Slimbridge-based Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust.  
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We a running a trip to CRIBBS on the 27th 

October. Christmas shopping or just a browse, 

coffee, lunch.  

No driving, no carpark fees. Coach will pick up 

opposite the fire station at 9am, return at 4pm.  

The cost is just £10.  

To book a seat please contact:  

Terry on 01278 732710   or  

Margaret on 01278 734613.  

Look forward to seeing you.  

More information can be found on the “Steart Habitat Creation 

Scheme -WWT” web site or email 

SteartConsultaton@bristolport.co.uk 

 

Roy Osborne 

mailto:SteartConsultation@bristolport.co.uk
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Mary’s Meals  

Last year I wrote a small piece about my lovely neighbour, Peter, 

growing and selling plants for Mary’s Meals.  At that time, Peter 

had raised £350 for this amazing charity, that provides a free 

school meal to children who otherwise would be out begging, 

working or scavenging for food, with no time or energy for 

school.  No school means no education, therefore no job, so 

perpetuating the cycle of poverty and hunger.  A free school meal 

draws children into school, filling their tummies, giving them the 

energy to learn and giving them hope of a better future.                                                                     

This year, to date, Peter has raised the total to £1,260, and 

importantly, helped raise awareness of Mary’s Meals.  I can’t give 

Peter all the credit, but he, along with other generous souls, has 

helped the number of children being 

fed in 16 countries around the world, 

to increase to over 3,000,000 every 

school day.  In 2002 it was just 200 

hungry children in a primary school 

in Blantyre Malawi.  Isn’t it amazing 

what love and generosity can do.                                                                                             

Peter’s stall is open daily in his front 

garden at 60 South Lane.  My 

heartfelt thanks to Peter and to all 

the lovely villagers who have visited 

his stall. But of course, the biggest 

thanks will come from the children 

you have helped.       Ann White. 

Photo: A White 
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October 2025 

 

 Crab cakes with anchovy and lemon 

mayonnaise – makes 4 crab cakes 

  

It’s hot …very hot while I write these dishes during the August 

heatwave. Don’t know about you but I don’t seem to have much 

of an appetite in this weather. So here are a few light dishes for 

summer heat. 

Cornish crab is in season so here is a crab cake recipe. 

  

Ingredients 

• 400g crab meat (white meat only) 

• 200g potato cooked and mashed (no lumps please) 

• 2 spring onions 

• Small bunch of chives finely chopped 

• Zest and juice of one lemon 

• 15g plain flour 

• Yolk of one egg 

Salt and pepper to taste 

  

Method 

• Leaving out the flour, mix lightly all the ingredients together. 

Try not to squeeze the mixture too much. Form into 4 equal 

sized balls. Now gently with the palm of your hand, flatten 

slightly into discs. Flour lightly and place on a floured plate and 

leave to set in the fridge for at least an hour. 

• Heat a non-stick frying pan and fry for 2-3 mins on each side. 
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Serve with a green salad and a lemon and anchovy 

mayonnaise. 

 

  

Lemon and Anchovy mayonnaise 

 

Ingredients 

• 2 egg yolks 

• Small clove of garlic 

• 2 chopped anchovy fillets 

• 1 teaspoon Dijon mustard 

• Lemon juice to taste 

250ml Sunflower oil 

Method 

Place egg yolks, mustard, anchovies in a blender and whizz for 

about 20 seconds to emulsify. Now slowly add the oil while the 

blender is running. Serve straight away but it will keep for 3-4 

days in a sealed jar in a fridge. 

  

  

Roasted Sea Bream – serves 4 

I have used sea bream in this recipe, but you could also roast 

any whole fish e.g. sea bass, mackerel, trout etc. 

 

Ingredients 

• 1 whole fish 

• 500g whole potatoes cut in half and sliced 

• 2 sliced small onions 

• 1 sliced lemon 

• 2 bay leaves 

• A small bunch of chopped parsley 
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• 1 tsp sweet paprika 

• 2 chopped large garlic cloves 

• 50ml sherry vinegar 

 

• Salt and pepper to taste 

• Olive oil 

  

Method 

• Pre-heat the oven to 180 C degrees. 

• Fry the potatoes in olive oil for about 6 minutes turning 

every now and then. 

• Remove and place on kitchen paper 

• Now add the onions to the pan and fry for about 5 mins 

and then place with the potatoes 

• Line a baking tray with parchment paper and place the 

potatoes and onion in the tray 

• Add salt, pepper and the sweet paprika and give a gentle 

stir 

• Add the bay leaves, a touch more olive oil and 3 slices of 

lemon 

• Place the fish in the tray, and place the rest of the lemon 

slices on top of the fish 

• Place in the pre-heated oven for 25 mins. 

• Meanwhile make a little sauce called “Majado”. I make it in a 

small food processor although you could just use a knife. 

• Chop the garlic and parsley together, not too fine and tip 

into a bowl. 

• Add the vinegar, stir and add a pinch of salt. 

• Take the fish out of the oven, spread the “Majado” over the 

fish and return to the oven for 5-6 mins. Serve with a big green 

salad or dark green leafy veg.    
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The Marion Evered Trust 

As the Summer closes its curtains and Autumn joins us our 

main charity events are done for the year, we would like to 

thank all those that have helped us with events, donated to the 

charity and those that have attended events to help us this year. 

News as to how much we hand over to the Oak children’s 

cancer ward at Musgrove will be in the next newsletter. 

If your interested in joining the 200 club and want to be in the 

draw then please contact Pauline Barrow on 01278 732522 for 

details. 

200 club winners 

Aug 

£20 Caroline Hutchings £10 Alison Roberts £5 Richard Holt 

Sept 

£20 Steve Little £10 Freda Barrow £5 Paul Crossland 

Thank You 

A huge thankyou to all our friends who gave us 

cards/gifts on the occasion of our 60th 

wedding anniversary on the 28th August this 

year                     

Stuart & Margaret Harris   
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Congratulations to the recent winners of our 50:50 Lottery and 

THANK YOU for your continued support. 

We held our AGM on 3 September when new drawings for the 

new Stowey Centre were on display.  These were 'hot off the 

press' and still need tweaking before the can be submitted to 

the ecologists to complete their report, then a low level lighting 

plan needs to be drawn up before they can be submitted to 

Somerset Council.  Everything takes time, but we continue to 

work hard behind the scenes to make this project happen. 
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The  Latest from the Cricket Club 

 
Well where did that summer go? With just one Saturday of the 

cricket season left, the two senior teams have had contrasting 

levels of success. 

The 1stXI with one game left to play lie in 8th position in the 

first division and will just avoid relegation as the two teams 

below them (Brompton Ralph and Winsford ) cannot 

mathematically catch them. 

A combination of injuries, holidays ,work and poor commitment 

has meant that first team skipper Kieran Barrow has struggled 

to put out a settled side, hopefully this will be addressed next 

year. 

The 2nd XI on the other hand, have had a much more favourable 

season, finishing third in division four and only missing out on 

promotion by 19 points, in fact had it not been for two games 

conceded to the opposition*(35 points for a win) promotion 

would have been a formality. 

The youth set up at the club continues to grow from strength to 

strength and we are very grateful for all the time and support 

given by our wonderful coaches and volunteers not to mention 

the parents. 

Our two main fund raising events this year were both a 

resounding success with both the BIG BASH and the more 

recent mountain bike event bringing in much needed funds. 
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Finally, if you are reading this and have a little time to spare, we 

are always on the lookout for players/coaches/scorers and 

ground staff,  so please get in touch with the club chairman Les 

Biffen on 07384381368 and he will give you more information 

on the various roles within the club. 

 

Dates for the Diary: 

Club Dinner and Awards Ceremony : Saturday 18th October 

Club AGM : Sunday 26th October. 

 

Until the next time. 

Over and Out 

  
Nick’s Gardening Notes 
October 2025 

 

This is a good month to reflect on the 2025 season and consider 

your successes and failures whether it is in the garden or on the 

allotment. It has been a challenging growing season with high 

temperatures and very low rainfall until late August. At the time 

of writing, I have now had about 60 mm (2.4’’) of rain and it 

always amazes me how resilient plants are and the speed at 

which some recover. Some plants will have suffered badly and 

now is an opportunity to evaluate the garden as a whole and 

perhaps consider changing the planting. Perhaps to reduce the 

maintenance or even rethink/expand the vegetable plot. In my 

case I have given up the allotment after 25 years and it is a case 

of changing some of the garden in order to accommodate 

some vegetables and fruit.  
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Vegetables: cold nights and autumnal weather can soon cause 

damage to late sown salad and root crops such as carrots but 

covering with fleece or a cloche can provide protection, help 

maintain quality and extend the season. Overwintering onion 

sets, such as Radar can still be planted this month and Jermor is 

a good shallot variety.  Garlic, Provence Wight or similar, can be 

planted now and into November but as with the onion sets 

fertiliser application is best left until the spring when a balanced 

dressing should be applied as growth commences.  Planting of 

spring cabbage should be completed. Old yellowing leaves on 

brassicas should be  removed and composted. Very tall 

brassicas may benefit from a cane to give winter support. As 

ground becomes cleared of summer crops winter cultivations 

can be commenced and organic matter dug in. No-dig beds 

should be weeded and organic matter/compost applied. 

 

The Greenhouse: summer crops such as tomatoes, cucumbers, 

etc will be coming to an end and the greenhouse can be 

cleared and the opportunity taken to give the inside a thorough 

wash and clean before it is used again. 

 

Fruit: It has been generally a good year for both tree fruit and 

soft fruit although size of fruits may have suffered through lack 

of soil moisture.  Late varieties of apples and pears should be 

harvested and stored. Weak canes of blackberries, loganberries, 

tayberries and the old fruiting canes of main season raspberries 

can be pruned and new canes tied in. Clean up between 

strawberry plants removing excess runners and weeds. 

 

Flowers: remove summer bedding and replace with winter/

spring bedding plants such as violas, wallflowers, primroses/ 
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polyanthus, and forget-me-nots.  This is the month for planting 

bulbs whether in containers or in the border or lawn. Lift tender 

plants such as dahlias to store dry over the winter. In well 

drained situations dahlia tubers can be left in the ground but 

protect with a good layer of compost. Start to overhaul 

herbaceous borders where overlarge clumps can be split and 

old weak growth removed and replaced with younger vibrant 

pieces. Fleshy rooted genera such as hostas are best divided in 

the spring when fleshy wounds heal and quickly make new 

growth. 

 

Shrubs and trees: while the soil is still warm it is an excellent 

month for planting hardy trees and shrubs and in particular 

evergreens. Climbing roses can be pruned by removing dead, 

damaged and unhealthy looking stems and then tie in shoots 

that can extend the framework and prune others back to two or 

three buds. Check that the plant support is in good order for 

the winter.  At the end of the month reduce the height of rose 

bushes and taller shrubs such as Buddleja and Lavatera that are 

prone to windrock and complete pruning in the late winter. It is 

a good month for taking hardwood cuttings of roses.  

 

Weed control: where perennial weeds have become a serious 

problem it may be worth removing the plants, cleaning their 

root systems of invasive weed roots and thoroughly digging 

the bed and removing weed roots/underground stems, etc. 

before replanting. 

 

 

Nick Rigden 
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Quantock Quilting and Sewing 
Group 

Held at St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowed 
2

nd
 & 4

th
 Monday each month 10am-1pm 

 

Come and join us. New members always welcome. No 
experience necessary. We are a very friendly group 

 
Our Christmas Fayre this Year is on the 22nd 

of November. 
SAVE THE DATE 

 
f you would like to book a sales table, please call:-  
Gill Griffiths 01278 733709  
 

For any further queries please contact Sue 07956 925787 
or Lyn 01278 732576 or Anna 01278 652307  

 

News from The Quantock Medical Centre 

 
This is a reminder that The Covid Team will be attending the 

Practice on Friday 10th October 2025 to hold a Walk in Clinic 

from 9. 30 am  to 4pm for anyone locally who needs a covid 

vaccination (those over 75 years and those who are 

immunocompromised). 

We will be holding our Flu Clinics on the following dates this 

year so please do call us on 01278 732696 to book an 

appointment. 
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Wednesday 1st  & 8th October 

Saturday 4th  &  18th October 

Last year over 300 patients who would usually get their flu 

vaccination at the Medical Centre went to a Pharmacy or had it  

 

during their covid vaccination which meant that we had to 

throw 300 vaccines the equivalent of £3000 away. So please do 

support the Practice and come to us for your vaccine if you 

are eligible. 

 

WHO CAN HAVE THE SEASONAL FLU VACCINATION  

Eligible groups for the 2025 to 2026 season: 

Aged 2 and 3 years on 31 August 2025 

Those aged 6 months to under 65 years in clinical risk groups 

(Diseases of the Heart, Lung, Kidney, Liver, Blood, Asthma, 

COPD, Diabetes, Weakened Immune System, Stroke, or with a 

BMI of 40 or higher. 

Pregnant women 

All those aged 65 years and over 

Carers, those in receipt of carer’s allowance or main carer of an 

older or disabled person 

Household contacts of immunocompromised individuals 

Frontline health and social care staff 

Children in Reception to Year 11to be done in schools 

 

Thank you for your support 

 

Helen Stacey 

Practice Manager 
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CHURCH SERVICES – OCTOBER 2025 

  NETHER STOWEY OVER STOWEY 

5
th

 October 

 16
th
 Sunday 

After Trinity 

  
11.00am Morning 

Worship 
(Church Centre) 

  

6.30pm Harvest 
Evensong 

  

 12th October 

 17
th
 Sunday 

After Trinity 

11.00am Holy 
Communion 

(Church) 
9.30am Morning Worship 

 19
th

 October 

 18
th
 Sunday 

After Trinity 

11.00am Morning 
Worship 

(Church Centre) 

9.30am Holy Communion 
(BCP) 

3.00pm Deanery Service    St. Peter’s Williton 

 26
th

 October 

 19
th
 Sunday 

After Trinity 

11.00am Holy 
Communion 

(Church) 
No Service 

COFFEE MORNING  
 

 ST. MARY’S CHURCH CENTRE  
 

  Saturday 11th October 

  

    10.30am – 12.00noon  
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Dear All,  

 

We have welcomed in the new academic year after a long and 

warm summer of holidays, rest and enjoying the outdoors.  

Children have now started or returned to school, and our 

young people have stepped out into the wider world.  Some 

have left home to go to college or university.  We wish them 

all well. 

Autumn is often the season when we notice change. The 

daylight hours lessen and it gets colder.  We celebrate the 

countryside in all its beauty and its changing colours. We 

notice the fields around us have been harvested and enjoy the 

glorious sunrises and sunsets that frame our days at this time 

of year. In the churches, there will be harvest services in which 

we give thanks to our farmers for their work all year round and 

to God for his gifts to us.  

We move then into a time of remembrance.  On Sunday 2nd 

November, we will be gathering for our All Souls’ services, 

where we remember loved ones who have passed away and 

are no longer with us.  All are welcome to the short service at 

which we light candles in memory of our loved ones, followed 

by refreshments and an opportunity to chat. This year the 

services will be in Goathurst Church, Nether Stowey Church 

and Holford Church – all at 3:30pm.  If you would like to have 

a name of a loved one read out, please let Alison in the 

Benefice Office know, ideally by email: 

qv.benefice@gmail.com.  It would be helpful if you could put 

‘All Souls’ in the subject line. 

With every blessing this autumntide. 

 

Eleanor  

mailto:qv.benefice@gmail.com
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CHURCH CONTACT POINTS 
ST. MARY’S, Nether Stowey with  ST. PETER & ST. PAUL, Over Stowey 

 
 
Rector   Revd. Eleanor King    Tel:  734 777   
    The Rectory, 25 St Mary St, Nether Stowey TA5 1LJ  
    eleanor.king@hotmail.com   
 
Readers  Mrs Viv Chesterton, B.A.   Tel:  733 568 
    3 Bishop Road, Nether Stowey TA5 1NP 
 
    Mrs Alison Hoare    Tel:  732 350 
    2 Park Cottages, Over Stowey 
           
Church Warden - Nether Stowey 
    Mr Nick Harrison      Tel:  732 532 
    32 Old Farm Road, Nether Stowey, TA5 1PE  
 
Church Warden - Over Stowey  
    Mr. Peter Higginson   Tel:  732 102 
    Bincombe Tops, Over Stowey 
 
Church Centre Contact: 
       Mrs. Barbara Beer     Tel:  732 412  
 
Church Centre Bookings: 
       Mrs. Pat Stacey    Tel:  732 518  
 
Benefice Office:  Mrs Alison Hoare  
    Church Centre, 27 St. Mary Street,  
    Nether Stowey, TA5 1LJ 
 
    Office hours   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday     9am - 11am 
    Closed Wednesday 
 
    Otherwise phone & leave a message or email   Tel:  732 855 
  Email: qv.benefice@gmail.com 
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A season of talks and outings for 2025 

• If you love gardens or gardening 

• Enjoy hearing about or visiting beautiful gardens 

• Want to pick up lots of tips or add to your garden knowledge 

• Enjoy a social gathering of enthusiasts 

• Like listening to experts on a wide variety of gardening sub-

jects….. 

then come and join our monthly club! 

We meet at the Church Centre, St. Mary’s Street,  

Nether Stowey. TA5 1LJ 

every 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.00 for 7.30 

 

Come as a visitor to try us out. £5 for a talk including tea/coffee & 

cakes and there is a raffle and garden table too.  Annual member-

ship is £25.  Car sharing available for visits.  

 

Contact Kate Houghton, Secretary.   Phone: 07940 836139 or email: 

stoweygardeners@yahoo.com 

website:  https://sites.google.com/site/stoweygardeners 

 

16 October 
Talk. Gertrude Jekyll’s Planting Plans. 

Claire Greenslade 

20 November Talk. Chelsea or Bust. Claire Hart 

12  December MEMBERS CHRISTMAS PARTY  

https://sites.google.com/site/stoweygardeners
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NETHER STOWEY & FIDDINGTON WI 
 

What is a Village Agent?  Well, on 11th 

September members were enlightened when Village Agent, 

Sarah Bennett, came to our meeting.  A Village Agent is a local, 

paid community support worker, who provides free, confidential 

and practical solutions and advice to vulnerable or isolated 

individuals. The movement started back in 1926, when a need 

was identified in rural areas for help and support where people 

don't have easily-accessed help and support services.  The 

Community Council for Somerset (CCS) currently has a team of 

over 60 Village Agents working across Somerset.   

 

A Village Agent acts as a link between isolated or vulnerable 

residents in rural communities, putting a user in touch with the 

various support services available, including statutory, voluntary 

or community organisations, providing free, confidential and 

practical solutions and advice.  They provide practical and 

emotional support on nearly everything, including helping 

people to access benefits and financial assistance, social care, 

health and isolation concerns/problems, and Sarah said that a 

Village Agent could always point a person to the appropriate 

source of help that was needed.  They can also offer help and 

advice with housing issues, and perhaps recommending a 

tradesman, who will have been scrupulously vetted, if work or 
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maintenance is required.  

Help from a Village Agent can be accessed through many 

avenues, i.e. your GP surgery, on line at somersetagents.org, by 

personal recommendation, through Age Concern, a Talking Cafe, 

by their Advice Line on 01823-331222, to name just a few ways 

of contacting this service, which is free.  The nearest Talking 

Cafes to Nether Stowey are at Williton and Bridgwater.   

They also support unpaid carers looking after a family member, 

partner or friend and in need support or respite themselves.  

This service can be accessed on 0800-3168600 or by email on 

carers@thrivesomerset.org.uk.    

 

The garden & cream tea held at a member's home in August 

was a great success, thanks to some wonderful summer sun. 

On 9th October we will have a return visit from Ursula Franklin, 

who this time will be telling us about Madagascar, and the 13th 

November meeting will be a Laser Printing session, which 

should prove to be quite informative and interesting. 

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of every month from 

2.00 - 4.00 pm in the Church Centre.  Admission is £1.50p, which 

includes refreshments and a raffle.  Our meetings are open to 

non-members, who might not want to commit themselves to 

joining but would like to try us out first, and would be very 

welcome. 

AB 



 

 37 

 
 
 
 
 

As the Parish Council had not met prior to the submission 

deadline, there are no further updates as yet.  

It is however the time of year that the Parish Council request that 

as the bird nesting season has ended, please could any 

landowner/property owners with a boundary that has hedging 

adjacent to or trees overhanging the highway ensure that these 

are cut back as soon as possible in the interests of safety to all 

road users. 

The Clerk vacancy is still open and if you are interested in finding 

out more or applying for this position, please see the Parish 

Council website for more information https:// 

overstoweyparishcouncil.gov.uk/news/parish-clerk-vacancy/ or 

phone on 07391 313740. 

The role is varied and interesting and if someone would like to 

take this opportunity on, the existing Clerk would be very happy 

to job share or shadow someone for an extended period of time 

to ensure that the new Clerk is confident with the workings of a 

small Parish Council. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 19th of November,  

 

https://overstoweyparishcouncil.gov.uk/news/parish-clerk-vacancy/
https://overstoweyparishcouncil.gov.uk/news/parish-clerk-vacancy/


38 

 

 

 

but this is to be confirmed. Please check the noticeboard and 

website for details. 

If you have any concerns or issues you would like to bring to 

the attention of the Parish Council, please contact the Clerk. If 

you provide your full contact details, we can then ensure 

appropriate and relevant items raised are on the agenda for the 

next meeting. 

Problems on the highways can be reported online at Fix My 

Street or on the Somerset Council web page Report A Problem 

on the Road 

Please report any missed waste collections at Missed Waste 

Collection if you do not get a satisfactory response, please 

contact the Clerk. 

If you experience any problems when using a footpath or 

bridleway, you can inform the Clerk or access the online 

reporting tool at Somerset Council – Report A Problem With a 

Public Right of Way  

Website: Over Stowey Parish Council 

Email: clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Phone: 07391 313740 (  if no answer please leave a message ) 

https://www.fixmystreet.com/
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/
https://iweb.itouchvision.com/portal/itouchvision/r/customer/110?p110_report_id=19677286&session=2031518251665&cs=3qviU7vM_Ui1BqXq-yJTXRrUFTPMp97dio6JcPgW3Q5fSY9lrc82T5-lFdE-poNHe-8g5WDW29TimztcHR4356g
https://iweb.itouchvision.com/portal/itouchvision/r/customer/110?p110_report_id=19677286&session=2031518251665&cs=3qviU7vM_Ui1BqXq-yJTXRrUFTPMp97dio6JcPgW3Q5fSY9lrc82T5-lFdE-poNHe-8g5WDW29TimztcHR4356g
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-with-a-public-right-of-way/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-with-a-public-right-of-way/
https://overstoweyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@overstoweyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS 

Advertisements are accepted in good faith but customers 

should satisfy themselves that advertisers are able to supply the 

services they offer and that they have valid DBS checks and 

qualifications as appropriate. 

 

In August, the Wednesday Club enjoyed a cream tea at the  

Library. 

Many thanks to the Library staff for allowing us to enjoy a  

very pleasant afternoon. 

Photo: T Muir 
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CHRIS’S TAXI 
 

7 seats/wheelchair  
access 

 

Bookings 24/7 
 

All occasions, anywhere 
 

Need to get there -  
then call anytime 

 
Chris Nurton 

07980 530 552 
07532 452035 
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KEENTHORNE GARAGE 
Email: keenthornegarage@btconnect.com 

Tel (01278) 
732 256  

M.O.Ts      Servicing 
Repairs    Car Sales 

Tyre Sales     
Air con. Servicing 

Keenthorne, 
Nether Stowey, 
Bridgwater, 
Somerset TA5 1HZ 

www.keenthornegarage.co.uk 

The Cottage Inn 
Pub & Restaurant 

Keenthorne, nr. Nether Stowey 
(01278) 732 355 

*Home-made food* 
*Real Ales* Fine Wines* 

and a warm welcome 
 

Everything you want from a traditional  
English Country Pub 

 

email : thecottage-inn@btconnect.com 
www.thecottageinnkeenthorne.co.uk 

The Old House 
Self-catering Cottages & Bed & Breakfast 

St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey  
Cottages of great charm and character fur-
nished with every attention to comfort. For 
those who wish to be spoilt: luxury B&B accommodation in the 
Coleridge Suite & Sara’s Room 

4 star Gold & Breakfast Award 
Tel:(01278) 732 392  Web: www.theoldhouse-quantocks.co.uk 
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LIME STREET, NETHER STOWEY, TA5 1NH  

TEL 01278 733 540 07803 042 725  
7 en-suite rooms * 1 family suite * 2 rooms with self-contained kitchens 

Excellent breakfast * Guest parking * WIFI * Families welcome * Close to 
Quantock Lakes wedding venue * Home from home comforts 



 

 51 



52 

 

 

 
Beauty by Felicity  

 
Full Range of Beauty Therapy Treatments in a relaxing and  

peaceful environment.  

 

Facials, Aromatherapy, Manicures, Pedicures, Waxing, Reflexology.  

Over 25years of experience. Fully Qualified and Insured.  

Gift Vouchers Available. 

 

4a Castle Street, Nether Stowey TA5 1LN 

01278 732594 / 07711 055203 
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    To advertise here  
          contact Sally 
 

          advertising@ 
    quantockmessenger 
              .org.uk 

 

VACUUM CHIMNEY 
SWEEP 

Over 20 years experience 
 

AGA & Rayburn service/repair 
Wood burner repair/refurb 

Distance no object 
Mr M H Kellaway, Glen Close, 

Main Road, Holford 
 

Tel: 01278 741 572 
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Your Local Builder for 25 Years 

MARK. A. STACEY 
General Builder 

Long Acre, Burton, Stogursey, Bridgwater Somerset TA5 1QB 

mobile: 07966 248 699 
Email: markstacey77@googlemail.com 
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KEVIN STACEY 
Painter & Decorator & all types of property  

maintenance 
Free Quotations 

kevinstacey@live.com 

07581 432662 

01278 733587 

C Wilkins 
Painter & Decorator  
General Property 

Maintenance 
 ●City and Guilds 
 ●Free Quotation 

 ●NVQ Qualified 

 ●OAP Discount 
35 East Street 

Cannington, 
Bridgwater TA5 2HL 

 

 Tel: (01278) 651 229   
Mobile 07576 58 99 79 

TIM  STACEY 
Painter & Decorator 

HOUSE MAINTENANCE 

Free estimates 
 
 

(01278) 
733 847 

 
or mobile 

 
07811 

558 521 

Dave Date 
Painter and Decorator, Interior and Exterior 

All types of Tiling. Any other work considered 

For a Quality Job and Great Value  
 

Tel. (01278) 741 356  or  call 
Mobile 077 0977 2457 
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Chris Flay 
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Plumbing & Heating Ltd 
 

For Quality Workmanship 
& Guaranteed Success 

 

Boiler Servicing & 
Maintenance 

Rayburn-Aga-Stanley, 
Sales & Service 

Gas, Oil and Solid Fuel Installations 
Oil Tank Replacement 

  oil burner conversions 

Domestic or New Housing Enquiries 
Welcome 

CORGI registered Installer no. 10789 
 

The Arches, South Lane, Nether Stowey, 
Bridgwater TA5 1LR 

CENTRAL 

HEATING 

NETHER STOWEY OFFICE 

(01278) 732 732 
Fax (01278) 733 422  

Yard and Store (01278) 733 444  
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St Mary’s Church Centre, Nether Stowey 
    Dances, Concerts, Conferences, 
         Receptions & Exhibitions. 
Level site with easy access for disabled.     
Large illuminated parking area.   
Hall and Kitchen and a comfortable 
lounge for smaller meetings.   All well heated.  Wi-fi available. Please 
ask about tables, chairs, cutlery, crockery when booking. 

Bookings:  Pat Stacey tel. 732 518 

LITTLES STORES 

7 St. Mary Street, Nether Stowey 
 

 

•In-store Bake Off & fresh bread daily • Fresh self service fruit & veg  

• National Lottery • Newspapers & magazines plus daily deliveries • Full 

extensive range of groceries & household goods • Look out for special of-

fers. Many half price or buy one, get one free •  

7am - 8.30pm Mon-Sat, 8am - 5pm Sun - Te l .  (01278)732 249 

kr i sconvenience@yahoo.com 

OVER STOWEY VILLAGE HALL & SOCIAL CLUB 
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE  

 
Meetings, Parties, Receptions, Wakes, Luncheons, Classes,  

Exhibitions 
Competitive rates – Bar available on request 

For full details & bookings please contact Jackie Barrow on 
01278734800 or 07891720565 
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Funeral Directors 
Independent Funeral Directors for Five Genera-
tions 

Golden Charter pre-paid funeral plans available 

Keenthorne, Nether Stowey, TA5 1HZ 


